communicate. If the cross

Sed—t—eve-s—o-u4—TFTh | is merely the expression

. of how much God loves
In ThisWay God Loves Y i he world., ¢

outstretched, npiérced

Next to the 23FPsalm, arms arenothing more thanGoekized, bloed

John 3:16 is perhaps the ~ stdned hug for the world. People start to wonder
most weknown Bible i Wh yJesddnade to die like that to show us how
passage on the p|anet_ mu c h God |l oved us ? Co

Even the Biblically without the cross? Why kill Jesus to tell us hov
illiterate can recite it muchHelovedus? doesn®t make

“For God so loved the So what happend@eachers and songwriters

wolrIoSI, thathhe gsve his  Sreach sermons andewsitongs about
. L onlyson, that whoever mazing love, but tkayless and less about the
believes in him should not perish but have etern rucified Chrighuch less abdhehuman sikle

lifeo What makes this par \tlvdse?l&bljc Gjﬁstlt:ﬁro?u {hescFo};sP%)FQAm@rleaWe r
its succinct and beautiful communication of theChrlstlan worstipcomesieavy ogeneridove
savingsospel of God. language andisturbingliight on crogalk.And

And yet i t 6 s Wellmdarsing n d ePeople sgag @ conceive of God as a God of gener
Christiansandeven preachers who should know love who exists to affirm our desires and dreams.

better i nterpret Jesuso WIQearﬁ%gsJesbsné ch¥rfyés everﬂhﬁl %od lo?
yousomuch that He seBut Jeslsig féklng con

t hat 6s nqt what Jesus n‘@caeésary |Ha
Yes_, Godos | ove for uﬁn effefl 1 Id Ela awaE’hr iR e\?lsaﬁwd
capacity of ourthree pourb r ai ns, but m&yo%a?itg ‘%he WotiPwhLidciting the wrath.of a ju
attempting to tell us Ly ﬁght oﬁs(ﬁ)d" ratﬁ‘bytewgy,@thezriék
love and proper response of a just Gad ®vikGod

The problem arises with the fsoédAmericans would have done the right thing if He had poured H
often employ this word to communicate extent ofrath on the world. But God ¢tbdsedhe world
degree. We say, fl | ov 8Yypgusng thatwrathena subdistsesusi | t
cold thdaaplso nBut what thecgieved God§sauyshmgHis wr
The Greek wordo(itoy renderedodin English cross. Justice for our sin and evil was done on Chri:

translations means #i nSo@adhas actadgugtly by seing thasjustce fone
t h uTkereforel esus 6 wor dsas s hohasbgendoge. hear d

follows A F im this @&pwad the world, that he Whatos the result? Any
gave his only Soo whe communicating the s done for him is restored to God and able to liv
manner in which God loves us. He was trying to tq fellowshipvith Him both now and even into
us the way in which God actively loved us. eternity. Preachers and songwriters dwell
Why does it matter? extensively on the cross. Worship centers on sin ar

grace, Law and Gospel And people see the Cross

rightly, this common misinterpretation actually \yayGod loves you amttha t 6 s wh a t
distorts the ver§ospel Jesus was frying t0  gaying in John 3:16.
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Great Prayers

Thank ywoto the more than 20 members of Zion and

Trinity who asked with

pray, o and who gather e

o reflect on the petitio
Ministry Apps confessed to be prayer

directoh o be prayer Awarri
Applying the Gospel to Hearts and Homes Club (typically meeting tiveMdnday of each

(March2017) Zion and Trinity Lutheran month) will-emeedf AtGh & ab
topical study. Guests are invited to the monthl
At The Crossroads meeting for study and fellowship. The group
We are familiar with crossroads at the intersectionsupports the hatan Hour Ministry and other
of our rural roads. Careful draygrsoach the mission projects.
crossroads slowly; look carefully in all directions; arteiach week the worship bulletin includes a prayer li
proceed ahead cautiously. of various members and friends of Zion. As the

names are read at the altar concentrate on the nan
On Ash Wednesday, March 1, we begin a significaahd need. During the week regularly include them
journey. We journey with Jesus to His cross. As wgou personal and family prayers.
make that journey we find ourselves at the
crossroads it those who followed Jesus. We Thank You
approach the spiritual crossroads humbly; we look am blessed to join other community leaders i
intently in the direction of the cross; and we proceddcilitating the activities of hei@anization-3C
prayerfully. Services will be held each Wednesdafpcuses on three ministries: 1) Food Pantry; 2
through Lent with a 2 p.m. service at Trinity and &Volfpack for Hunger; 3) Summer Concert. The Foc
5:45 p.m. sace at Zion. A fellowship meal hosted Pantry was blessed to receive some communit
by the Zion youth and their families will be servedrantswvhich will enable a remodeling of the space
immediately after the service (approximately 6:3(behind the State Farm Insurance bésisitbss
p. m. ). Services wil/l bnéry fiftorh thenadlldy)y Thank yoe to dgdngraus Zio
applications for the children. We will meet theme mber s who regul arly
followingni our journey: David (March 1), JudasPantryo box by the eas
(March 8), Pilate (March 15); Malchus (March 22gre being gattesl for a food packaging event with
Peter (March 29), John (April 5). The schedule anschool students and staff on April 19. Donations «
emphases for Holy Week worship will be shared i$12,500 will enable us to package 50,000 meals
next monthés newsl et t erThe summer concert (again featuring Jennie
Williamson) will be held on Pentecost Sunday, Jur
Join us AAt t hely ffiendss s r 4 Zidrsme@bers have \exéteneely feaemous in
and neighbors to join us. Each day we find ourselvesipporting-8 activities.
at the crossroads of discipleship. Will we faithfully
follow Jesus in the direction of His truth or will w@astor Bob Riggert
turn away from Him? As adults we also determine
the direction of our childregemdichildren. Lent
is a special time for personal and family devotions.



Family Bowling
Day Enjoyed by
Many

On Sunday, Janug
29h, over 60
members of Zig
gathered at th
Manning  Bowlin
Alley for an afterno
of fun and fellows}‘i
Parents visite
Children chattere
And  relationshif E
were strengthened|

Thank you Zio
Board of Educatiq
for making
possible!




ON
THAT Treasuring our Musical Treasu

NOTE \

Mar ti n L ut hralydesireticatall @hristiangewouldilove and regard as worthy the
musi¢which ia precious, worthy, and costly treasure given to mankind by 8ad. h y mn
our hymnal give the opportunity to do precisely as Luther wished. This month we mark the
joy of Epiphany to th8&asgbbe mniVh e sBLSBANLI). IVate!
in 1815 by Englishman Sir Robert Grant,
passion as it implores Jesus t o heamge,istune
marks the stark transition from the bright major keys of Epiphany to the subdued minor |
highlighted hymn for February (fAAll el uia
Our highlighted hymn forntiwisth is in D minor. The change is intentional as the minor ki
communicate solemnity and penitence. We
(Marchs).

SaviarWe begin by acknowledging our deepest hurr
i a Savior. Sin infects our souls and we have no rec
to cry out for a Savior. That Savior is Jesus and wi
Him to hear us as we come before Him marked
ancient symbol of repentéareghes. With ashes stair
our foreheads (giving outward expression to the sir
Savior, when in dust to Thee stained our hearts), we stand repentant before ou

Low we bow the_adoring knee: ashamed to turn our eyes heavenward.

When, repentant, to the skies We have nowhere else to go. There is no other Sav

SICUCRCHEVRVEELIICIOY oebave detergent stron
ORE:URIGALSEUVAVCNEEE and man doesndt have th
Suffered once for us below, cry out to Heaven, to the Savior who has suffered fc

EENL MR An e e il We beg Him to bend downward from His Heavenly

that He would hear ourtpetial cry, our confession of

Hear our penitential cry! e
in this song and throughout the Lenten season.




By Thy helpless infant years,

By Thy life of want and tears,
By Thy days of deep distress
In thesavage wilderness,

By the dread, mysterious hour

Of the insultin
Turn, O turn a
Hear our penitential cry!

By Thine hour of diespair,
By Thine agony of prayer,
By the cross, the nail, the thort
Piercing spear, and torturing s
By the gloom that veiled the skie

Ober the dreadf
Listen to our humble sigh;
Hear our penitential cry!

ON
THAT

NOTE

I n verse two we begin t
took on flesh like us, becoming helpless in His infar
a confession is startling and stark. The God who
planets circling round the sun became the infant v
swaddled in Hap. Such is the mystery of the incarng

Even more, this enfleshed God traced our childhoo|
experiencing the vicissitudes and privations of lie. H
to live an itinerant life, with no permanent place to
wept over death aapbction. He endured great hunge
even greater temptation at the hands of Satan
wilderness. He knew want. He knew sorrow. H
opposition. He knew temptation. He knew what it \
human. And yet, He did it without sin. He got rilgimiog

- that we continue to get so terribly wrong.

So we beg Him to hear our penitential cry, as it ech
song and throughout Lent.

Verse three takes us to the Garden of Gethsemene
to the cross. The wodil®, agony, piercing, tortul
gloomanddreadfudre coupled widbspair, prayer, cro:
nail, thorn, spear, scand sacrifican an attempt f
capture the nature and extent of the suffering endul
garden and on the cross by our Baviars.

Having acknowl edged t g
and suffering endured on our befiaife can do is hum
ask Him to hear our cry of penitence in our song a
solemn journey through Lent.




By Thy deep expiring groan,
By the sad sepulclstahe,
By the vault whose dark abode
Held in vain the rising God,
0, from earth to
Mighty, reascended Lord,
Bending from Thy throne on high,
Hear our penitential cry!

takes

epul chr al
omb . He 6 s
feel deat hods

Ver se
Hi s i
Chri s
mo me n we

is absolute. @ds dead.

four
sad s
t 6s t
t

But ! Deat hds grip i
ri sing Godo! Jesus
Father. Not only is

Our Savior lives not merely to hear our penitentit (
forgive our sins. So we can approachetAsm in Leiit
in confident hope that He hears from Heaven; He I
forgives. So with confi
pentitental cryl!o

Food Pantry Volunteers: Tim Kienast (left picture), Dan Dawson, Bary t
Darlene VollstediGloria EwoldtKaren Kienast, Carlys Stribe

We love our volunteers! Organ :"*'ﬁmn/
team or join one and sign up w‘-q
Zionds f evolinteer! F()()dPantry
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love me as a person or for the pleasure | bring hinr

3 Eliminating the Does he value me for who | am or does he see m
Fear Filter as an object to be used for his personal gratificatio
- to do his laundry, cook his mealsippatter him,
In his booklesusamongSecular Gods and provide physical intimacy forchimWo me n

Ravi Zacharias recounts the following vignette:  feel objectified in their marriages (or in any

relationships) will instinctively pulRssgntment
| have been told that someone once wrote Ps) yp

. will build and physical intimacy within marriage w
anonymously to twelve highly powerful peopleSu No woman wants to feel used
sayingi Al | is discovered. fIflei'ee ap once. o All tw
of them left town. Sadly, we live in a culture that objectifies wome
routinely. Their bodies (often suggestively clothec
Sre paraded through movies, music videos, and T
They are used to sell everything from cars to bee
And their images on magazine covers (agair

The account may be fictional, but the point hold
fear is powerfuL can terrorize your mémd
coerceyour behaviofhe same holds true in
marriageMany are the marriages that are destroyed

b ¢ h b d suggestively clothed) perpetuate the ge that. womel

y ear, as usbands —ag/ aydbj\éc?s%f ledsure'tdbk us dhb)?r#eh ar
words and actions throHisgcj?binélye%\)ie by%ém%r?teSt ea
see how. ' '

~ . All this wreaks havoc an marriage. Husbands belie
A Womanss Greateifed Fea . fRd dhélid ngBkJ and behave like the lie
We use objects every day. Our coffess in a t heyove s eteenmagazine Go¥er or
disposable cup. We pour our mourning cereal in Beautiful, available, and perpetually Wappgn

bowl. And we use our computer to surf the interneelieve their worth comes from their physica
In every instance we use an object for our desiredppearance and performaBeehey continue to
purposed-ew are those who appreciate the object seek their worth in their appearance, all the whil
being used. Who, after all, treasures the coffee cupating women who are skinnier derpeett

the cereal bowl, or even the computer? They aréesenting their husband for noticing other wome

simply things we use to get what we really want. and treating them like an oBjesentment builds
] ) and bubbles over anly in words, but in her tone
C.S. Lewis observed that this, unfortunately,s voice, her posture, her facial expressions, an

sometimes hapgemwith men and women. He moreThe husband feels the emotionateiatah

explains, is angered by it, so he pulls away emotionally
We use a most unfortunate idiom when we say, decause he believes the problem is completely he
alustful man prowlingstiier e et s, t hafUthe 6wants a

womad Strictly speaking.eaq WEMaRsi SAhYSEtedhE:
he does not want. He wants a pleasure for which B
a woman happens totte necessary piece of A Mands Greatest Fear:

apparatus. How much he cares aboutthatwomanIen fear,tob.h ey donot f.kkar b

as such may be gauged by his attitude to her ﬁv‘va\/omen; they fear being controlled. More specificall

minutes after fruition (one does'not keep thethey fear being made to feel emasculated, impoter
carton after one has smoked the cigarettes). and incapable and they filter much of their

Feeling like the used carton of cigargitesisely interactions with women, specifically their wife
what women fear most . thraughyhisigaiesti on, f@ADoes |



As such, men are especiallps i t i ve t oThisvfeanefbeng contraled disrespectéds
disrespectful tone and caustic wbindy. are behind much of the conflict in marriage. Womel
deeply wounded when their wife laughs at thenrarely realize the way their words and attitudes ar
They might not speak of it openly, but they feel thimterpreted by their husband. Barbed words an
sting, and | i keabauttybe n e lagehayeslare tlisrespeatfild. Honerébke men live t
stung by a scorpion, he pulls &leagulls away an honor code that calls them to step down in th
emotionally from his wifel he wipull away from face of an angry woman, lest the conflict escalate (a
any activity over which he feels the slightest bit af would with a man) to a physical altercation.

uncertainty. He doesnbd want t,.o be | aughed
disrespected omen, of course,”rese
' away, and fearing heos

Sadly, women are given the green light on disrespeEbr men howeverj t 6 s shattm@ dotwvn a

in our cultureWomen routinely belittle their situation that that has the potential to turn ugly, n
husbands in the home and in public. In fact, husbarabout withholding love. But, if this situation repea
bashing has largely become acceptable small talk itself, the husband will begin to feel controlled, eve
our culture. All this is exacerbated by angit@m emasculated, and he will resent hisHevifeill

that lampoons manhood and routinely depicts e s en't Abei ng tesentdwhat h a
women disrespectingn as buffoons and goed he perceives, as her attempt to assertopewer
nothings. him.

No man likes this, but no man feels like itwouldbet doesndt have to be |
okay for him to say so op&ulyingrained is the
culture of disrespect among womemethdéar
that disrespect would only worsegyifere to
complain.

InfactGo d desigtitiotbe this way. Marriage

is a created good of @dn. 1 and,2) created

good modeled after the greater good of &hris

marriage to the ChyEph. 5)n this greater good

Incidentally, this is why women are oftentaggedwithe s ee Goddés intention

the | abel of Anag. 0 He agem esteaming his prigde assa womanwdl

her husband to fix a leaky faucet. He agrees to do &plendor, without spot or wrinkle or blemish. We se

when he has a moment . T&groom saprdicing lessvangsriodtheiwellisthg of <

get done. She asks again. He reiterates hisbride. We see a gmo lovindnis bride through

intentions to complete the task. More time passewords and deeds, not treating her as an object f

and it stildl doesndt g big pledsora, dout asSeh mersan ot kis ti@asuriog

begins to fling barbed arrows out her mouth andrurther, we see a bride honoring her groom an

shoot angry laser beams out her eyes and he call®nderly submitting to him, regarding him as he

her a finag. o lovingsacrificial heaho is eager to lead and work

Why? for her wellbeing/e see a bride respecting her
y: groom through words and deeds, in gnigate

It has to do with corstrml respct Her requestwas ~ publicAnd we see two people loving and respecting

registered as a statement of d@sipekially if she ~ one another in a beautiful marriage.

did n_c“)t mak e i,thgkiir1_t_d|oft:h1ingr epECt \Xlé’ I teadr 98 € ) see is

a superior would make to an infefimh men

resentSo he logs away the request until enoughWant to talk more about eliminating the fear filter ar

time passes so that thagien to fix the faucet can  building a beautiful marriage? Come visit ith me.

be fully his decision. He remains in control. Pastor Conner



Highlights
Ladies Guild of Ziol
February2017

Yoo

NHON Ladies Guild

\\\

i--
RAN CHURCH

"?A*S\‘%v ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

" || Celebating and Sharing Chricts Redaeming Love

Members read the last verse of the LWML Hymn together to begin the February Guild meeting:
Lutheran Women Coast to Coast

In the Lord a mighty host,

Let us all united be

in the Holy Trinity

One in faith, in hope and love, Working for the Lord above

Till ar earthly labors done,

We in heaven shall all in one. Amen

Pastor Jonathan Conner led a study on the Righteousness of God. Togethehaieptecelpegdonal reve
hasin our lives knowing that God has not turned a blind Bge Greimdmeiand Barb Anderson present
reading for Chr i stbiiar tloiwfed Thifsamvivedounabam theEVEML ywitbeis
written by Joyce Wollenbuigo wr ot e t hat her mot her had \hers
she was a young girl. Joyce used them for a visual alllite matsas which corresponded with the day,
i.e. Tuesday we iron the clethes | press on to take hold of tnsj
3: 14; Sury is Rest Daible verse from Exodus2@8 fi Re me nbbaetrh tdhaey Sbayb k e |

TheMite box and Mite box prayerofferedPresident Buhr called the business meeting to order in the 1
Father, the Son, and the Holy Bpiinlyou note from Susan Lamb was read. 11 members answériee
financial report was given and placedRirtlitiey and anniversary dates for members and associates
for the month of Febru@ommittees reported. Humard Gadey Roe reported that work continues wi
tying each Thursday afternoon. Anyone is welcome to comgadodhélpe of fellowship and good work
Ehlers reported sending 13 greeting cards. Circles reported activity.

Old Business: A chanfservers for coffee fellowship was tabled from the January meeting and r¢
President Buhr. A motion by Cynthia Genzen, seconded by Susie Schilling was made to enlist t
Sandra Vahl to schedule servers for the coffaégfellBuitl membeilbe responsible for tiiarid 8 Sundays
each month and other groups fronilltike the™and # Sundays. An amendment to review this schec
months was made by Cynthia. The motion wasypsts@edf handsaadr. Thenonies received from the
will offering from coffee fellowship may be given to a cause the servers wish to support and will be p
basket. There will be also augigimart on the information table.

Circles chairmen wgikeen a new list of Zion members to use for calling for help serving and déunsirads|
and coffee fellowsi@upild Collection Items continue. They are postage stamps, Campbell soup labe
education, soap, computer ink cartpdegscription pill bottles with labels removed.

New Business: Day of Prayer will be at Ziamg Marfriday, March 3 at 9:00Refreshments offered
registration. Information for the National Convention is available. Contact PezsidingBuhFebruary 2
Monica Christensen, ch, Becki Ehlers, Cynthisa@ehzemene Meeves. Next Guild Mdaticly'§ hostesses
Barb Anderson and Bev Grundmeier.

Audrey Roe, Secretary pro tem




PreschoolPraises February 2017

o
February was full of love and fun! Not only did we talk about the love that we h ] fZI‘@'N
families and neighbors, but also the love that Jesus has for us. l b fresch
Chiik Centered., Chid fouused.. Family Coecting

The first week Vearned about groundhogs and the letter "G" as well as number and shadow matchi
writing the letter "G" with paint sealed in a plastic bag. The kids really enjoyed how this felt. W
Jesus healing the sick woman and hraigisgdaughter back to life.

The second week we talked about Valentine's Day and the letter "O". We worked on color and |
well as how to draw a person. We painted hearts using marbles which the children really hadder
their paintings on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. We spoke about the Lord's Prayer and
to use big fancy words to speak to God, just talk to him like you would a loving Father.

The third week was our Valentine's Dangdhyg children were so excited! We exchanged Valentine
gifts in the boxes that they each decorated. As a present to their parents, the children made ke
pictures on one side and their thumb print on the other saytog)/ Mves\pou”. They were pretty ado
The letter "V" for Valentine was our focus and we also decorated a vase with flowers they painteolr]
were cut in half and dipped in paint then stamped on to the paper vase. Again vwernwagegnitiopa

enjoyed reading sdRensteiBears books with moral lessons to them.

The children got to show how hard they had been working when they sang in ¢hanchdid siehl
wonderful job!

Thelast week of February we stdldgedphabet and specifically the 'l@They

learned a new game called "Alphabet Kaboom" to help with letter fzogretien. Q

used to paint the letter "Q" and we also did coin rubbings to talk about presidents since
President's Day was en2®. Jesus' Sermon on the Mount taught the children " .si‘:"m
are the most important to God and that they don't need to worry, but trust in s VW& .

for their needs.

Fall Registration was held on tharZP?was a HUGE
success! We have 27 ehildigned up for preschool ng
year so far. We are very excited to be working wit
of the same children and many new faces next yea
has blessed us with a wonderful program and | am
that | am a part of it.

BlessingdVirs. Gore & Mrerhitz




News frorha lglesia Evangelica Luterane
Amigos en Cristdzriends in Christ Evangel
Lutheran ChurchPastor Daniel Vogel
Denison, lowa

lowa Distrig¥est, LCMS
Yearl3 Issue3, MarcR017

IAmigos En Cristo! [

(Joshua Keinathnd his family to Z{@mber and two sons Josigh 3and
Elijahage 1). Pastor Keinath was installed on December 18 and ha
working with former Senior Pastor Kurt Kaiser who has stepped do
Zionbs Associate Pastor. Pastor
the Hills Lutheran ChimcYiuma, Arizona. Since 2000 when our Hispanig
was started in Denison we have been so blessed by the support of our
churches in Denison, Zion and Our Savior. Zion has given us a great fe
to carry out our gatheringBible studies, ESL classes and fellowship eve#
church has also provided me with an office. Our Savior has also sy#
ministry, among other things by hosting our Western lowa Mission Co
these years.

This committee of locatqra and lay folkv@supported our Hispanic ministry. We pray for the leadershij
Keinath and this special mission church in a very uwigiag ahelbimmunity in western lowa.

Presentation of the LorAnother annual Epiphany traditiba celebration of the Lord Jesus, 40 days ¢
bith,ast mont h, we cel ebrated the Epiphany of
with small plastic babies in the cake. Those who receive the babies in théir peca k e  wi n
tamales for the celebration of the Presentation of the Lord. | use this historic festival of the Christer
children of the church to the altar to present them to the Lord as we remenmbenithéd pegptisor the
Foll owing the service, we traditionally eat

Let the Children Come to:Na the Sunday of the Presentation of the Lord we celebrated our child
Jesus was broudb the Temple in Jerusalem to be given to the Lord, we invited our families to bring
church for this special service. Heber and his sister Jessica are our weekly acolytes. They joined th
youth present at the altanfepecial remembrance of their Baptism and a prayer of blessing. Our ¢
important part of our ministry. We work with Zion Lutheran School to recruit Hispanic children an
school and Thur sday e Palawonkgvery hardltodeaah théss classkesa Gus
2017 are to begin a sports program for children, youth and adults to exercise and fellowship togett
to have a wonderful gym at Zion and we hope to take advantageuof fatoilemgpgether.

Please Pray: + For the blessing of being able to lead a weekly service at Trinity, Manilla. We pray
For the Grace Hispanic church in Storm Lake as they continue the process of calling a biliftpsd pe
Storm Lake and Dario in Denison as they study for adult membership. + For the blessings of the Ejy
plans for the Lenten season. + For our nation that God would unite and unify all our people. + In t
mission heartsf t he many individuals and congregat.i

Hispanic immigrants in Denison and in our other two missions in Sioux City and Des Moines.

Please Continue to Suppottr new churchFor our CONTACT ME
Rev. Daniel Vogel

m|33|on. frlenqls flnanC|aI_ support checks should 32678 Aspen Awanning, lowa, 51455
sent to: Amigos en Cristo Lutheran Church, 1 1-7126532354 or Cell: 23091292
Avenue South, Denison, lowa, 51442 11 )

E-maildaniel.vogel@ziondenison.org



mailto:daniel.vogel@ziondenison.org

China Lutheran Seming
Our Missionary in Taiw:
Dr. Stephen Oliver

China Lutheran Seminary

Highlights of 2016

+Evangelism Fellowship (January)
+Lutherds Discove
+Commissioned Missionary (March)
+ Scripture Alon8eminar (April)
+Dad Hsieh Baptized (May)
+Dad OlhiJure)r 6 s 80
+Short Furlough (July)
+Cambodia Galatians (August)
+Singapore Schools (September)
+Singapore Reformation (October)
The Olivers: Isaac (9), Ginny (5, +7 Seminaries Meeting (November)
Maggie, Gary (7), Stephen. +Campus Outreach (December)

The highlight of our 2016 was the baptiskhafg g i e 0
on May 14! So many of you have been praying for him.
we got married 10 years ago, Maggie was the only Chris
the extended Taiwan family of over 50 relatives. Dad H
the senior member and his baptism is the culminatiomgf
years of prayer and witness. Glory to God! May the light
witness shine upon the whole extended family!! As | writ
in the hospital, Dad Hsieh has already been intubated

for 11 days from pneumonia (fighting lung cancer fd
years). Continue in prayer for him and the whole famil
more have already come to faith!
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SERVING THE LORD IN

PANAMA S

NEWS FROM THE GAUTHIER FAMILY

A person uses the Spanish expresstamineh en he or she is 6on th j
is used, offers no timetable for arrival. The person using it might arrive in five-fivieut@suiesootyin

hours. The last year of our lives could be summedaix iy thees saminord 4 began s
missionary on January 1, 2016. We then spent the nextr88ardmefore arriving in Panama on Jaj
24, 2017.

Over the last 389 days we were filled with anticipation to get startedxmlbeiahdait raising all of our su
Throughout the months of travel and network building we were grateful for hospitality and love sh
exhausted waking up in a new city every few days. When we were funded, but teldrnd ofiestirtm
to deploy we were sad and in November when we learned we would have to wait until the end
Panama we were disheartened. However, when we finally set foot in Panama we were overjoyed|
with exciteme We are no longarcamindVe are here!

This year has provided me the opportunity to think about the Christian liferas one that is
caminoln a sense, baptism sets us en camino, that is, on the way. The f
sins, adoption, and the @i eternity are given and Christians holds thes
gifts while they are on the way in life, ever looking forward to the New He
Earth. What was the big difference between our year as a missionary famil
the Christiarelif en cami no? The | ittle word
Aiif... they have the funds, the f

of Aifo but on what has already b

Though we are en carasithe baptized, we hold for certain the promises given to us'in
Gododés Word and Sacraments becaus e PastorGauthiersinstalp
full confidence. To God be the alory!

Update on thatest family transition

After returning to the US on January 6th to do some congregational visits, take care of some me
and send off our container of books and household goods, we departed from Fortitpodendaarnd
24. We arrived in Panama City that evening where Edilberto Mendez, director of Cristo Por Toj
(Lutheran Hour Ministry), picked us up and took us to our hotel. We spent the next day getting th
food and sim cards for ouphehes) before moving into our apartment on January 26th. We havs
making it a home as we await the delivery of our container. Our home is a high rise apartment b
Clayton. Clayton is one of the canal zone cities thdteusad of a US military base. We enjoy ttuavsn
feel of Clayton as well as all the green space for us to enjoy.

On Sunday, January 29, Brian was installed as missionary pastor at El Redentor Lutheran Church|
next few weeks Wél be visiting the various congregations, getting to know their members, and prg
various theological education activities in March. Ezra has transitioned seamlessly. He loves p|
making new friends here in our new hemg\ﬁiyé, we are finally in Panama!




