The Church Teaches on
Sexual Orientation and
Gender Identity
The first chapter of Scripture is brimming with
good words. Not only is the phrase “it was good”
repeated five times, with the qualifier “very” added
for a sixth (“God saw everything that He had
made, and behold, it was very good”), but these
good words teach us what God considers good, a
good that continues to teach us today.
Understanding what is good will prove helpful as
we navigate the prickly questions of our age,
specifically questions pertaining to sexual
orientation and gender identity.

agender, bigender, cisgender, gender fluid, trans
male, trans female, and many, many more in
between.
So, we see Facebook offering over 50 gender
options, the dating app Tinder offering over 35,
multiple U.S. states offering a gender-neutral
option on state IDs, and some cities (New York,
for instance) passing laws forcing employers and
landlords to use an individual’s preferred
pronouns (such as they, them, their, ze, hir, xe,
xyr, ve, vir, vis – yes, these are a small sample of
potential preferred pronouns that people are
forced to use by law!).
Where do we turn for guidance? Scripture’s good
words. Scripture makes clear that we are male or
female. There may be many different ways of
being male or female, but there are only two
sexes. So, we might speak of gender expression,
that is, how I live as a man or a woman (whether I
prefer sports or the arts, physical activity or music,
etc.), but we cannot speak of dozens of different
gender identities. God created male and female.
These biological realities are fixed and
unchangeable.

To address these questions we begin, not with
man’s words, as many tend to do today, but with
God’s words. Scripture teaches:
So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them (Gen. 1:27).
And God blessed this creation of male and female
with procreative potential even as He united them
in an exclusive, one-flesh, monogamous, life-long
union we call marriage. And God saw it, and
everything He had made, and He called it very
good. These good words define what is good still
today. Further, these good words teach us how to
accurately understand reality.

There may be many different ways of
being male or female, but there are only
two genders.

This will prove helpful as we consider sexual
orientation and gender identity. We begin with the
latter.

Consider a few parallel examples. I am 40 years
old. I do not have a range of ages from which to
choose. I am not 21, no matter how much I might
identify with that age. I can act like 21 (against my
wife’s counsel!), but I cannot be 21. I am
Caucasian. I do not have a spectrum of ethnicities
from which to choose. I simply cannot be Asian or
African, no matter how much I might identify with
those ethnicities or enjoy dressing in their ethnic

Gender Identity
Pop culture insists gender is non-binary, that it
isn’t limited to male or female. People are free to
choose their gender identity from a spectrum
ranging from male to female with options like
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attire. I am six feet tall (on a good day). There is
not a spectrum of heights from which I can choose.
I might imagine myself taller, but reality
demonstrates otherwise. My sincerely held beliefs
simply don’t and can’t change reality.

identity. The person is a male or a female. Their
being is defined by their created identity, not by
their desires.
An important note is in order here. Many men and
women who struggle with gender identity have
experienced some form of trauma, abuse, or
rejection as a male or female. In other words, they
didn’t feel accepted or valued as a male or female
or they felt specifically rejected as a male or
female. In order to cope, many began fantasizing
about escaping their gender to gain the
acceptance they so desperately desire; they
dissociated from their biology. This is why the
Church has not endorsed transitioning from male
to female or vice versa.

The same holds for my gender identity. I am a
male (and God calls this good). This is reality and
this informs my identity. I may find that my desires
don’t align with my body, but desires don’t nullify
reality. Further, Scripture teaches that our desires
are fallen. We might say that our desires are bent
or twisted. They’re out of line with reality, which is
defined by God’s creation. No matter our internal
desires or beliefs, we are either a male or a
female.

First, true transition is illusory. We are male or
female all the way down to our cells. Hormones
and operations don’t change that. Changing a
man’s appearance doesn’t make him into a
woman; it just makes him look like a woman, and
vice versa. Second, it doesn’t truly provide the
help strugglers need. If their deep desire is
acceptance as a male or female, it should be
offered to them in the place they experienced the
trauma, abuse, or rejection: their birth sex. They
should be affirmed in line with what God has called
good. They should be helped to see the goodness
of their created nature and loved and valued in line
with reality. Further, we should guard against
hardened stereotypes for male and female. There
are thousands of ways to be male or female, but
there are only two genders.

No matter our internal desires or
beliefs, we are either a male or a
female.
Male and female are God’s good words. They are
how He fixed reality and how He describes it. So,
it’s how we describe reality. We define people in
line with their created nature, not their preferred
gender identity. To be more direct, we do not
believe it is good to recast reality with words out of
line with God’s words. We do not believe it is good
to live out of line with reality. Instead, we believe it
is good to use God’s words even as we help
people to see the goodness of their creation as
male or female and to live in line with reality.

Sexual Orientation
When it comes to sexual orientation, we again use
God’s good words. So, we don’t label people with
sexualized terms such as homosexual,
heterosexual, or bisexual. These are the world’s
words, not God’s words. These words define
people by their sexual behavior not by the good
words God uses. People are male or female.

Because we believe God’s good words define
reality, we refrain from labeling a person
transgender (or any other non-binary label).
Instead, if a person struggles with his or her
gender identity, we would describe him or her as
a male or female who struggles with gender
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These realities speak to God’s good design for our
bodies.

God is no longer a Savior; He has
become a cheerleader.

Some may find that their desires are at odds with
their bodies (for many who battle same-sex
attraction, these desires came about as deep
desires for acceptance from their same sex were
sexualized during puberty). Truly, this is a difficult
cross to bear, but this is precisely what the Church
is called to do – help bear one another’s burdens,
extend love and acceptance to men and women
who are struggling with sin. What we don’t do,
though, is replace God’s good words. We don’t
celebrate what opposes God’s good words, God’s
good creation, because it not only opposes God,
but it ultimately inhibits human flourishing. Living
at odds with God’s good is bad for us.

At first blush this seems okay, but it is an endeavor
doomed to fail because sinful man will never know
peace without the Gospel of forgiveness in Christ.
Having his sinful desires affirmed and living in
contradiction with our created nature will not bring
peace no matter how much sinful man insists that
it will.
The hard, but necessary, truth is that we are
sinners all. And every last one of us is wracked by
desires opposed to what God has called good. We
are fallen. Our desires are bent. They war against
the good. Affirming our bent desires will not help.
Confessing them and receiving forgiveness in
Christ will. This doesn’t necessarily mean the
desires will go away (prolonged behaviors and
thoughts wire the brain, making change difficult).
It does mean, however, that the good words of
God will be seen for the good they are and the
good words of the Gospel will be received as the
good gift they are. God’s words are good, good for
human flourishing and good for forgiveness, life,
and salvation in Christ.

The truth of the matter, though, is that we all have
desires at odds with what God calls good. None of
us is better than another. All lack the glory of God.
All need a Savior. All need the good words of the
Gospel. A world bent on erasing God’s good
words, however, robs sin-broken people from
these good words. Here’s how: if we are kept from
seeing what God has called good, if what God
calls good is removed from the Church’s teaching
– which is precisely what is happening in many
churches today (as evidenced in the ELCA, PC
USA, UCC, and more) – we are prevented from
seeing our misalignment with that good. We’re
deceived into believing that our desires are the
good that should be celebrated over against the
created body which is increasingly seen as a shell
for the true you.

So what’s the take away? Use God’s good words
to describe reality. Don’t get sucked into the
world’s words. God created male and female. This
is reality, and it is good – very good. Want to visit
more on this? Give me a call, an email, or stop in.
– Pastor Conner

And the Gospel, instead of being the good words
of Christ’s death for lost sinners, is converted into
God’s love for and affirmation of man’s desires.
God is no longer seen as one who forgives in
Christ, but as one who affirms human desires in
Christ. God is no longer a Savior; He has become
a cheerleader.
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The opening article in this month’s newsletter emphasized the need to use God’s good words to describe
reality, especially when it comes to matters of sexual orientation and gender identity. The quotes below are
intended to help reiterate that point. Included are three quotes. The first is from Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, the
Head Bishop of The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), in an interview she gave to a Chicago
newspaper. The second is from an open letter on human sexuality signed by Rev. Matthew Harrison, President
of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS). The third is from Martin Luther in a piece he wrote on
marriage and the created order. Notice how each approaches the question, specifically which ones ground the
question in God’s good words, and which one does not.

Elizabeth Eaton:
“We have come to the understanding that God’s
creation is diverse and that the diversity of God’s
creation is actually a gift and then when we take a
look a people’s sexual orientation or gender
identity, it’s not completely binary. Everybody isn’t
male or everybody isn’t female. There’s a whole
spectrum to that. I think that’s something that’s
new for a lot of our people to think about, but it’s
the truth…” (fall 2017, interview with Face to Faith
podcast)

Open Letter Signed by Matthew Harrison
“We acknowledge and affirm that all human
beings are created by God and thereby have an
inherent dignity. We also believe that God
created each person male or female; therefore,
sexual difference is not an accident or a flaw—
it is a gift from God that helps draw us closer to
each other and to God. What God has created
is good. "God created mankind in his image; in
the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them" (Gen 1:27).”

Martin Luther:
“We shall consider which persons may enter into marriage with one another. In order to proceed aright let us
direct our attention to Genesis 1[:27], “So God created man … male and female he created them.” From this
passage we may be assured that God divided mankind into two classes, namely, male and female, or a he
and a she. This was so pleasing to him that he himself called it a good creation (Gen. 1:31). Therefore, each
one of us must have the kind of body God has created for us. I cannot make myself a woman, nor can you
make yourself a man; we do not have that power. But we are exactly as he created us: I a man and you a
woman. Moreover, he wills to have his excellent handiwork honored as his divine creation, and not despised.
The man is not to despise or scoff at the woman or her body, nor the woman the man. But each should honor
the other’s image and body as a divine and good creation that is well-pleasing unto God himself.”
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If I can switch gears for a second, I came across a
documentary that looked into the explosion of drug
abuse in North America. The documentary looked at
the work of police officers and drug dealers, but what
I found the most interesting and the most
heartbreaking was the lives of the drug users. There
was one lady whose body was just dried up. She
probably weighed fifty pounds soaking wet. The
camera crew interviewed her and her boyfriend as
they sat on the floor of their apartment. There was
no furniture. Everything that could be sold was in
order to buy more drugs. The only items of value
were a microwave and a lamp. She went on to tell
that once everything else from her apartment was
sold she sold the only thing she had left…her body.
Prostitution was her means to continue her habit.

Ghosts, Angels & Demons,
and the BIG Hope
Last month I focused on ghosts.
Are they real? Should we expect
them? Should we hope for their
visits? This month I’d like to consider
something different…demons. But while we’re
considering something different I’d like to do the
same thing we did last month and that is ask the
question: is this the rule or the exception? Or more
specifically, are demons common or the exception in
the Bible?
Demons in the Old Testament
Surprisingly, demons are not explicitly mentioned a
lot in the Old Testament (OT). I say surprisingly
because we’ll see next time that demons are all over
the place in the gospel accounts.

Her sunken eyes told a story. She was lost and
sadder yet hopeless too. She had seen so many
friends and fellow users die in her home city of
Baltimore. And as a viewer you could tell that she
was just biding time until she either got a dose of
heroin that had been laced with something deadly,
an air bubble in a syringe of cocaine got her, a likely
overdose, or her body just finally wasted away.

Two major references in the OT that are translated
as demons are Deuteronomy 32:17 and Psalm
106:37 – and both references make a powerful point.
“They [the Israelites] sacrificed their sons and their
daughters to the demons.” Psalm 106:37

Now why do I bring this woman’s experience up? In
the OT, demons posing as safer, grander, better
alternatives to the one true God – the LORD (YHWH)
– make incredible promises to their users like I
mentioned. As we’ll see the OT’s presentation of
demons looks a little different than what we’ll see in
the New Testament (e.g. naked guy chained to the
rock because he’s possessed). But in spite of the
dissimilarity between the OT and the NT’s
presentation of demons there is a major similarity –
in both movements of the Bible demons pose as the
possessors of the authority and power over and
against God. Demons always promise something
better.

Before verse 37 the Psalmist has laid out the history
of Israel. How God saved the people from Egypt as
well as the Israelites’ response to their saving. And
what should stick out is the fact that the Israelites’
response to God’s saving work does not match up.
God saved the people and their response is to
sacrifice their kids to demons. Wait, what?! We’re not
talking metaphorically or poetically. The parents
were actually sacrificing their kids to demons posing
as gods – gods that made promises when it came to
life, sex, agriculture, and so on.
Now here’s the powerful point about these two OT
references about demons. The people of Israel
struggled with who actually had power and authority
over their lives; they struggled to see who really
mattered – God or all these promises of more
money, better sex, greater crops.

But here’s the problem: unlike God, demons take but
they never give. And they never give because they
don’t have the power and authority to do so. Here’s
what I mean. Demons said, “Israelites, you can have
everything that you ever dreamed of. You can be
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rich. You can have love, and all you have to do is just
pay a little entry fee. Give us a little of your time. Give
us a little of your money.” But demons are kind of like
gym memberships. Sure the first thirty days are free,
but once the new month arrives you’re slammed with
membership fees. For someone addicted to drugs
it’s never just a minor part of their day like stopping
at Casey’s to pick up a quick cup of coffee. It’s your
whole existence! Your time revolves around getting
the stuff. Your income is tied up getting the stuff (2lbs
of cocaine in the hands of sellers can make as much
as $20,000). And eventually the stuff has the ability
to kill you (death) and to really, really kill you
(separation from God – the source of true love and
worth). Why? Because there is the belief, the
understanding, the illusion that something outside of
God has all the power, all the control, all the
meaning, all the love in the world.

How I would like to end though is with Jesus and the
radical nature of His good news. Demons give the
impression that they have power; but, Jesus actually
has the power. God told Jesus sit at my right hand –
the place of power, authority, and honor (Psalm
110). Jesus rose from the dead. He has the power!
But more importantly for this article’s purposes,
Jesus gives. Jesus…gives. Jesus gives His life. You
see demons plot to get you to give and to do so in a
way that harms personal relationships as well as
your relationship to the one true God. But Jesus
doesn’t ask for anything, He just gives His life as a
ransom to rescue those entrapped by stuff that really
has no meaning or significance or power. – Pastor
Johnson
May was an incredibly busy
month for the Trizion Youth
Group. We met on May 6th
for a scavenger hunt around
Manilla.

The sad reality is the stuff comes at a cost, because
the stuff – the instruments of demons – has to be
paid for since demons don’t have all the power,
authority, so on. And it comes at a drastic cost. For
the Israelites, many were so lost and addicted that
they were throwing their babies into fires for a fix.

The kids had a good time trying to find the clues that
were hidden, along with taking pictures and videos
of various objects throughout the town. Everyone
had a great time and we followed up it up with a
game of volleyball in Pastor Johnson's yard and a
bonfire. Due to summer schedules, we decided that
this would be the last regularly scheduled youth
group until August when the incoming freshman join
us. The
summer
schedule
is
posted
on www.trinitylutheranmanilla.com and was also
handed out to each student. June brings with it a lot
of busy schedules, however, on June 22nd, we are
hoping to get some of the kids together to go eat at
Dairy Queen in Denison.

Now taking a step back can I be 100% sure that it
was a demon peddling drugs to that lady in
Baltimore? Well, I always want to be cautious about
making claims about things unseen just as much as
I want to be careful about speaking about the work
of the Holy Spirit outside of the means of grace.
However, if the OT’s picture of demons is one in
which demons pose as something with actual power
over and against the rule of the one true God or
demons push things that will give temporary
sensations of joy, love, meaning, and pleasure then
maybe a demon was involved.
Next month though we’ll look at the NT’s picture of
demons and we’ll consider a Christian’s response to
demons (I’ll also answer the question are demons
the exception or the rule in the Bible, but I think you
already know the answer to that).
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Historic Trinity Ascension Service &
Summer Worship
Sing to the Lord of the Harvest
June 28 – Parable of the Lost Sheep
July 26 – Laborers in the Vineyard
August 23 – Parable of the Weeds

The whole community is invited to Historic Trinity in Manning throughout the summer for a worship series that
harvest Jesus’ farm parables. Worship is every 4th Thursday of the month, beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Over the course of a year, thousands of cars, trucks, delivery vans, and more come and go from Zion’s
parking lot. A section of that lot needs to be improved. So, Zion’s council has voted to move forward
with the concreting of the southeast section of the parking lot and to concrete an additional section to
the north (where water often pools). You may give to this much needed project (simply designate your
gift for the parking lot).
Work will begin the week of June 10. While the work is in process, Zion will worship at Historic Trinity
in Manning. This will include Sunday, June 17 and June 24. Both services will begin at the regular
time of 9:00 a.m. If you have questions, you may visit with congregational chairman, Bruce Grimm,
head trustee, Dan Behrens, or Pastor Conner.

7

amusement park?
How about a watery
exploration of God’s Word? Visit the Red Sea or
Sea of Galilee. Stand in the Jordan River with
Joshua or John the Baptist. Join the disciples and
Jesus in a fishing boat. Splash in the grace of
baptism’s promises. How about a weekly Word
watery adventure? The family devotional life
becomes even more important during the months
when Sunday school classes are not held.

Ministry Apps
Applying the Gospel to Hearts
and Homes (June 2018): Zion
and Trinity Lutheran

“If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the
Spirit.” Galatians 5:25
Notes from Pastor Riggert, Assistant to the Pastor
It’s the summer season; baseball, softball, and
swimming season; camping and travel season. In
the church year we begin the PENTECOST
SEASON. The Sundays for the second half of the
church year are counted from the Day of
Pentecost: June 3—the Second Sunday after
Pentecost; June 10—the Third Sunday after
Pentecost. . . The Spirit filled and directed the
church after the Pentecost outpouring. The Spirit
continues to fill and direct the church today. Let’s
worship, learn, live, serve, and walk by the Spirit.

Pentecost People
Praise God for the many who serve His church at
Zion. On behalf of the Fellowship Club, “thank
you” for your donations to the Orphan Grain Train
clothing drive. On Friday, May 11, eleven
volunteers loaded three pickups and two vans with
the donated items and processed them at the
Orphan Grain Train warehouse. The items will be
shipped across the ocean to those in need. The
next clothing drive will be held around July 29.
The Fellowship Club will typically conduct a
clothing drive around the 5th Sundays of the
Month.

VBS Pentecost Splash
Don’t panic trustees! The kayak and rafts are not
floating! There is no water rolling down the nave
aisle or education wing hallways. We’re only
imagining a wild ride down the river canyon.
Children often take “wild rides” in their lives. They
are safe when Jesus is in the boat. Jesus takes us
to an eternally safe destination. Volunteers are
welcome for a day or for the week the first full
week of this month (June 4-8). We thank God for
the generous support of the Zion family which
makes this outreach to our community a special
opportunity.

The Fellowship Club will gather for fellowship at
the home of Pastor and Diane Riggert on Monday
evening, June 11 at 6 p.m. The educational
vocation emphasis will resume in September.
Pentecost Praises
The Spirit works through the Word. Please note
the worship schedule on this month’s calendar. If
you are out of town on Sunday, please join the
Trinity, Manilla family on Saturday evening. The
Historic Trinity “Parable of the Month” will be the
Parable of the Lost Sheep (Thursday, June 28, 7
p.m.) Please pay attention for announcements on
Zion’s worship site on June 17 and 24.
Arrangements have been made to worship at
Historic Trinity if concrete work on the parking lot
proceeds as scheduled.

We look forward to meeting a special VBS mission
guest. This year’s VBS mission project will support
Molly U as she serves in Southeast Asia. The
children will learn more about the Spirit’s splash in
the lives of many who have not heard about Jesus.
Pentecost Families
Will your family be splashing at the pool or beach?
Will you take the log ride or raft ride at the
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Treasuring our Musical Treasure

With roots reaching back to the third century, this month’s musical treasure, “Let All Mortal Flesh
Keep Silence (LSB 621), is as profound and hauntingly beautiful as it is ancient. Based on the
Prophet Habakkuk’s words, “But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before
him” (2:20), it was written to invite contemplation of the divine mystery and significance of Holy
Communion. Here, in this Sacrament, the Lord is present in and under the forms of bread and wine
to forgive sins. This grace-filled gift calls for our thoughtful and sober preparation. As we move into
the hymn, we will be invited to ponder the mystery of Christ’s incarnation, His real presence in the
Sacrament, His victory over hell, and His glory before the angels in Heaven. We will sing this hymn
during our celebration of Holy Communion on June 3rd.

Silence. Splendor and mystery demand it. As
the hymn positions us before the splendorous
mystery of Christ’s incarnation, our mortal flesh
must keep silence. Earthly-minded matters
must yield to the marvel before our eyes: Christ
our God has descended before us! Echoing
Habakkuk’s words: “the Lord is in his holy
temple; let all the earth keep silence before
him,” the hymn moves us to consider the
profound reality that God has descended to
earth in the flesh and blood temple of Christ!
Before this mystery we stand silent and offer
our homage.

Let all mortal flesh keep silence
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly-minded,
For with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descending
Comes our homage to demand.
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King of kings yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords in human vesture,
In the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav’nly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way
As the Light of Light, descending
From the realms of endless day,
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish
As the darkness clears away.

At His feet the six-winged seraph,
Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence
As with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

In silence we consider the mystery: The King of
Kings has been born of a poor virgin. The Lord of
lords has walked the earth in human vesture,
clothed in human flesh. God has tabernacled
among us, as one of us! Man confesses no
mystery more profound than this!
But consider! This mystery is not locked in history;
it remains today in the Sacrament of the Altar.
Here our Lord, in the real and present body and
blood of Christ, gives us His very self as heavenly
food, food to feed our spirits with eternal life. We
experience His presence in the present and our
hearts pause in silent gratitude.
Tending sheep beneath an inky evening sparkling
with manifold starry hosts, shepherds stood in
terrified awe as the vanguard of Heaven’s angels
rent night’s curtain to announce Christ’s
incarnation – unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord… Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among
those with whom he is pleased! – Descending
from Heaven’s realms of uninterrupted light, Our
Savior was born to rout Satan and banish earth’s
sin-stained darkness.
From shepherds silently awing the descending,
incarnate mystery, to six-winged seraphim and
many-eyed cherubim veiling their faces before the
terrifying glory of the Lord, the Church is invited
not only to consider the magnificence of Christ’s
incarnation and glory, but we are invited into
Heaven’s song: Alleluia! Praise the Lord, the Most
High God! This is the God who has incarnated
Himself in Christ, the God who manifests Himself
in the Sacrament, and the God who invites our
highest worship and praise.
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Preschool Praises for May 2018
This year has flown by and May was no exception! The first week was about bugs, letters U & X, and number 9. The
children enjoyed reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar and making their own sequencing card to show the order the
caterpillar ate each food. We made thank you cards for Michaela at Crawford County Conservation for coming down
every other month to talk to the afternoon children about animals, Library Linda for coming to the morning class every
month to read to them, and to Curt Behrens for bringing his semi-truck and letting the children take a look inside. The
children got to decorate an umbrella for the letter U by using a straw to blow paint down the top of the umbrella to look
like rain. We discussed the Ascension of Jesus and how Jesus promises that one day he will return and we will rise
up in new, whole bodies without pain, suffering or death ever again! Pastor also spoke to the children about how Jesus
gave his disciples a mission to spread the Gospel and make more disciples and how this is our mission still today.
The second week we learned about Moms, letter Y, and number 10.The children worked on gifts for their Moms
including a hand print picture and a page "All About Mom." The children got to say their Mom's name, how old she is,
when she looks beautiful, what she is best at, what they like to do the most with Mom, what they would get her for a
present and what they love Mom more than. As you can imagine we had some pretty funny answers! The youngest
mom was 5 years old and the oldest was 78.5 years! One child said her Mom is the best at cooking Pineapples! Some
of the funny gifts they chose included a lawn mower, a sledge hammer, Chap Stick and flowers. Many children said
they loved Mom more than Dad (sorry Dad!) or their brothers or sisters, one child said he loved his mom more than all
the stars in the sky and another said that he loved his mom more than ever. These children are adorable! The letter Y
was for yarn, so the children glued on strings of yarn on to the letter Y. On Thursday we walked to the Plaza and
shared some of the songs that we had worked on this year then we walked to the park to play for the rest of the
preschool time. It was great to see the children interacting with the residents at the Plaza and to see the children have
so much fun at the park! Thank you to all the parents who volunteered to come along!
The third week in May was our last week and we talked about summer vacation, letter V, and wrapped up the year.
We weighed and measured each child to compare to the beginning of the year and see how much they grew. It was
actually neat to see that they all fairly consistently gained 2 pounds and grew 2 inches! We also had them draw a selfportrait just like we did at the beginning of the year, but the maturity of their drawing compared to the beginning of the
year was amazing! We compiled some of their best drawings and papers into a little book for them to take home.
Pastor spoke to the children about Pentecost and the amazing miracle that God did to show us that his Word is for all
of us no matter what language we speak. On Thursday we practiced for the closing program and then played outside
for the rest of the day with BUBBLES! Children love bubbles!
The closing program was on Thursday evening and went very well! The children sang a few songs and then walked
across the bridge to get their certificates. They all had such nice pictures taken on the bridge! Afterwards we gave
each child a gift and the Preschool Board made cupcakes for everyone to enjoy. Thank you to Marlene Borkowski and
Thrivent Financial for the action team that helped pay for the balloons, decorations, juice and special books we gifted
to each child! Thank you also to the Preschool Board members who made the cupcakes and came to help set up for
the night! It was a wonderful program!
This year was so much fun and we look forward to watching these children grow, but we also
look forward to the new children we will meet next year. We do still have openings in the
morning and afternoon classes, so if you know of anyone with a 3 or 4 year old child, please
mention our school! We are also working with Western Iowa Transit to see about providing
some transportation. They offered a vehicle and a job to anyone we can find to fill the position
- that being said, if you know of anyone looking for a part-time job 3 days a week driving
preschoolers to school, please contact either Bridget Gore or Jen Morris. Thank you!
God Bless and have a wonderful summer!
Mrs. Gore & Mrs. Nemitz
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Pastor Conner opened with prayer and began by asking how many days
after Jesus’ resurrection His ascension into heaven occurred. Forty days
after rising, Jesus bodily and visibly ascended into heaven taking humanity
to the right hand of God with a promise to return for all believers in Him. We
then considered the words of the hymn “See the Lord Ascends in Triumph”.
Christian Life Chairman, Margaret Bachkaus, read an article entitled “Be
Faithful” based on words from Revelations 2:10. God is the perfectly faithful
one according to His promises. He is constantly working in our lives.

Ladies Guild of Zion
May 9, 2018

President Buhr led us in the LWML Pledge and called the meeting to order in the name of the Triune God. Roll call was
answered by 16 members remembering a person who had made them feel special or appreciated. The minutes of the
previous meeting were read and approved. There was no treasurer’s report. Kitchen treasurer, Darlene Vollstedt gave
her report. Reports were given on the Hausbarn luncheon served by guild members and also the Safety and Security
Seminar held at Zion. Human Care Chairman, Audrey Roe, reported on the collection of quilts (79), health kits (113),
soap (68lbs.) sent to Lutheran World Relief. She thanked Jeff Hargens for loading the goods and Sam Musfeldt for
delivering them to Sac City. Also 54 quilts were taken to Ida Grove for Orphan Grain Train, 29 quilts were donated to
Camp Okoboji, and 17 quilts were given locally. Cheral Buhr has sold 26 feed sacks on eBay for the quilters. She has
garnered $302.00 to date.
Sandra Vahl reported on the Spring Rally held at Lidderdale. Pastor Mark Gerken and his wife Ruth were the mission
speakers. They told of their journey to Ethiopia to learn how the Ethiopians do mission work. Starting new missions is
more important than building worship facilities and they are growing quickly. A worship service begins with an hour and
a half of prayer and lasts 4 to 5 hours.
Circle # 2 served the Ella Stammer funeral. Circle #3 served the Diane Henkelman funeral. Old business: A donation to
the Zion library will be made to honor Ardith Lage. New business: Joni Kienast will chair the Kinderfest cookie walk
again this year. Cookies may be donated for the June 16th festival by 10:00 A.M. that morning. There will be plates and
plastic bags available in the kitchen to hold them. 6-8 cookies to a plate are recommended.
A motion was made by Cynthia Genzen to simplify the after service fellowship coffees for the summer months to cookies
and self-serve coffee. The motion was seconded and carried. Plaza bingo on May 25th will be chaired by Sandra Vahl,
with helpers Audrey Roe, Margaret Backhaus, and Mary Grimm. The next Guild meeting will be on the 13th of June with
hostesses Bev Grundmeier and Joene Bohlmann. The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer and the Table Prayer
being said. Hostesses were JoAnn Thomas and Cheral Buhr.
Sue Puck, secretary
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2018 Grads from Zion

From the left, back row: Marshall Hansen, Lillie
Ceminsky, Natalie Bauer, Tiffany Beck, Lexie Dawson,
Front row: Katelyn Crawford, Abby Bruch, Autumn
Winter
Special thanks to Sandra Vahl, Judy Jacobsen, Sonia
Nulle, Kari Ranniger, and Jean Ferneding for organizing
and hosting the graduate breakfast!

Ladies Guild will again sponsor the Cookie Walk at Kinderfest in
the Manning City Park on Saturday, June 16. There will be a signup sheet in the Fellowship Hall for workers to help throughout the
day, or call Joni Kienast. Donations of cookies, bars or other
snacks, 6-8 on a medium size plate, would be greatly
appreciated. They can be dropped off at the church before 9:30 or
taken to the booth in the park after 11:00. There are plates and
baggies available in the Church kitchen. This is wonderful way for
our church to a part of this community celebration.
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Greetings in Jesus! The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Panamá has planted its first new church in almost 20 years!
On Sunday, May 6th at 10:00 a.m., the mission project of planting a church was dedicated. Saint Paul Lutheran
Mission/Church began with a divine service and the baptism of Sara Sofía, the church’s first new member. Around
40 folks came out to Sabanitas from four of the congregations in Panamá along with Pastor Ted Krey, the regional
director for Latin America and the Caribbean mission fields.
Pastor Patricio Mora (president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Panamá) dedicated the church and
celebrated the sacrament of Holy Communion, missionary pastor Brian Gauthier (LCMS) assisted with the liturgy
and read the Scripture lessons, pastor Alejandro Lopez (Emanuel - Sorá) selected the hymns and played all music
and missionary pastor Carlos Mario Marín (San Pablo - Sabanitas) preached and baptized Sara Sofía. Please
continue to pray for Pastor Carlos Mario and the mission of San Pablo. We give thanks for the Lord's mercy on this
wonderful work and seek His continued guidance.
What is FORO again? FORO means ‘forum’ in Spanish. This is a joint effort between the Panamanian Lutheran
Church and the LCMS along with other organizations, congregations, and partners working in Panamá. The idea is
that twice a year, partners gather to worship, study theology and hymns, talk about mission and ministry, plan and
strategize, and work together to bring human resources and finances in support of the Lutheran church and mission
work in Panamá. The Lutheran Church of Panamá (IELPA) has established through FORO three main priorities:
Church Planting, Theological Education, and Christian Education/Congregational Strengthening. FORO works to
develop projects and support work done in these areas for the continued proclamation of Christ crucified and
resurrected for the forgiveness of sins. FORO also provides an opportunity for US congregations to involve
themselves long-term in the mission work in Panamá. If this is something your congregation might be interested in
or something that you would like more information about, please get in touch with me. Our next FORO meeting is
November 9-11.
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Read more online at:

http://ferrys.asia

Charles, Cheryl, Caleb, Caitlin, Carissa, Cassie,
Chloe, and Charlotte Ferry

We have now landed in our new home at the new LCMS
Asia regional headquarters, still being set up in Chiayi,
Taiwan. We are all in good health and spirits, although we
miss Indonesia terribly. We are once again completely
unable to speak the local language (Mandarin Chinese) but
are already working to remedy that. We are also assisted
by some LCMS team members who have been living here
for some years.

Whew! It’s been a crazy time since our last update. Not
only have we been dealing with the newly-born and newly
baptized Charlotte Grace, we’ve been making
preparations for a change that effects our whole family.
As we’ve gone through this last year with Charles serving
as Regional Director for Asia, we’ve discovered just how
difficult it can be to manage a team of 40+ people, spread
out over so many Asian countries. This position demands
a lot of travel to serve our personnel, projects, and
partnerships. With difficulties in regional travel from our
current home, and with the relocation of the Asia regional
headquarters, we realized that a change was immanent:
it meant the sad necessity for us to leave Indonesia.

We are so grateful to all of you for giving us the chance to
live and work in Indonesia for four incredible years, and we
hope that you will stick with us during this next phase of our
service. Perhaps we’ll even have the chance to return when
the time and needs are right. But our partnership, and the
work we are doing together, will continue no matter the
location: proclaiming the saving truth of Christ, of sins
forgiven in Him, and of peace with God through that
forgiveness; and helping local people do that even long
after we’ve left. Next newsletter: a profile of Taiwan, this
new place we call “home.”

This change certainly wasn’t anything that we sought, as
we have become very comfortable in Indonesia. We had
invested serious time and energy in learning the
Indonesian language and cultures, and in building solid
relationships with our Indonesian church partners. The
kids were content, and we were well-established. But
service in any field, especially in the Church, is about
putting the needs of the church before your own desires,
and this would be an important move for the good of the
Asia team and the position Charles was asked to fill.
So earlier this month, after extensive conversations with
our church partners and colleagues, we packed up our
house and gave away many of our household goods. We
said our (often tearful) goodbyes to our Indonesian
neighbors, and got the exit stamps in our passports.
Rest assured, Charles, as the only Indonesian-speaking
LCMS pastor in OIM, will remain heavily involved in the
work with our Indonesian partners. In fact, already in late
May, he’ll be back in North Sumatra to facilitate a
workshop on worship and hymnody. We also have great
expectations that the Lord will raise up another LCMS
pastor to live in Indonesia according to His will and the
request of the Indonesian church.
To support our work financially, send a tax-deductible gift
to: The LCMS, P.O. Box 790089, St. Louis, MO 63179

Or: Mission Central, 40718 Highway E-16, Mapleton, IA
51034
Make checks payable to The LCMS, and mark them “Support
of Charles Ferry.” Gifts can also be given securely online
through our online giving page at www.lcms.org/ferry.
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The Ferry Family shared some BIG news this month in the newsletter. But you may still have questions which weren’t
addressed. If so, please read on, and we may just answer what’s going through your mind…
Are the Ferrys leaving the mission field? Absolutely not! We’re just moving our home from one part of Asia to another.
We plan to be serving in Asia as long as the Lord allows, and as long as you’ll stay partnered with us.
Were you in some danger, or just sick of life in Indonesia? Not at all; in fact, the Ferry family was very comfortable
in Indonesia. We’d learned the language, had adapted to the culture, and two of our girls were attending a local school.
We’d made lots of friends, and the partner church knows and trusts us. We expected to always be living in Indonesia.
So what changed? Just about a year ago, Charles got appointed Regional Director of Asia for the LCMS Office of
International Mission. In that role, he’s responsible for the plans, programs, and personnel for all of our church body’s
work in Asia. It means a lot of travel to visit our team members and to meet with church leaders. It became very difficult
to make those visits while located in North Sumatra, and meant lots of time away from the family (sometimes weeks at a
time!).
Where are you going to live now? We have moved to ChiaYi, Taiwan, the site of the new LCMS Asia regional
headquarters. In this new location, the Ferrys are no longer the only LCMS personnel in the country, which was the case
in Indonesia. Cheryl and the kids have others around to support them while Charles is traveling; we’re relatively close to
a major international airport (TPE), and being located in the same place as others in the Asia leadership will hopefully
mean less time traveling, and more time to simply do the work the church has given us to do: telling the Good News of
Jesus and helping others faithfully do the same. Watch for the next “All Over Asia” to learn more about our new home.
What’s going to happen to the work in Indonesia? The work continues, by God’s grace. The partner church (GKLI) is
still asking for our help in learning theology, building Lutheran resources, and teaching their people. Charles is still heavily
involved in the work there, and will be back frequently for events and instruction. We are confident that the Lord of the
Church will raise up another LCMS pastor to live in Indonesia; the GKLI has formally requested two! And there are some
promising candidates already appearing.
How are Cheryl and the kids doing with this whole transition? In some ways, they’ve all taken it in stride. This was
certainly nothing Cheryl or the kids needed or wanted, and meant leaving a place where we spoke the language to now
learn a new language: Mandarin Chinese! They had to give up the friends, routines, and context they’d come to adore.
But they knew this was important for the work we’ve been asked to do, and they’re all about doing what needs to be
done. At the same time, it means we will have a community here they’ve never had; we’ll have a partner church with
whom we’re in full altar-and-pulpit fellowship; and that we can go without the live-in security sharing our house, and who
would have to accompany them when they went out into public places in Indonesia.
I still have more questions that aren’t addressed here; what can I do? Please feel free to email Charles
(charles.ferry@lcmsintl.org) or Cheryl (cheryl.ferry@lcmsintl.org) directly and we’ll do our best to share with you whatever
you’d like to know.
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Zion’s Congregational Servants
Council:
Bruce Grimm, Chairman
Jeff Hargens, Vice Chairman
Jean Ferneding, Record. Sec.
Barb Page, Financial Secretary
Shannon Walters, Treasurer
Drew Puck, CFO

Board of Elders:
Stan Baack, Lynn Kruse
Don Lamb, Paul Christensen
Mike Gore, Eric Ramsey
Stan Musfeldt

Board of Deacons:
David Bohlman, Chris Greving
Ryan Crawford, Larry Mahnke
Richard Zinke, Dan Dawson,
Ben Booth
Ladies Guild:
Cheral Buhr, President

Board of Trustees:
Dan Behrens, Bob Genzen,
Sam Musfeldt, Kevin Grimm,
Kyle Arp, Isaac Grabil

Board of Missions:
Jean Hargens, Chair
Dave & Bev Grundmeier,
Frank Mohr, Lynn Kruse,
Gary Schroeder, Warren Puck,
Arlene Mohr, Casie Eicheid,
Donna Forman

Board of Education:
Joni Kienast, Chair
Margaret Backhaus,
Shelly Gruhn, Dan Dawson,
Kathy Vollstedt, Casie Eischeid
Chris Greving

Preschool Board:
Jen Morris, Chair
Kari Ranniger,
Heather Kusel, Jamie England
Janet Smith

Stewardship Board:
Rick Lohrmann, Chair

Altar Guild:
Monica Christensen, Director

Choir:
Dr. Tom Ulrickson, director

Children’s Choir:
Susie Ulrickson, Jill Arp

Trinity’s Congregational Servants
Council:
Mark Segebart, President
Nyle Gruhn, Vice President
Gloria Boeck, Treasurer
Sylvia Bandow, Secretary

Board of Elders:
Jason Ferry, head elder
Scott Lingle, Mike Lorenzen,
Stan Spies, Wyatt Bandow

Priscilla Guild:
Cathie Segebart, President

Stewardship:
Deb Birks
Gloria Boeck, Lori Ferry,
Keith Boyens, Joleen Spies,
Marian Drake

Evangelism:
Loretta Arnold

Trustees:
Harold and Marjorie Jurgensen

Choir:
Susan Mahnke

18

Weavers
Bricy Lorenzen, President

June 4-8

VBS (Zion)
Life is full of thrills and spills; we may not know what’s around the
bend, but God does! At Splash Canyon, kids discover that, on life’s
wild ride, Jesus is by our side.
8:45-11:30 a.m. Register online: vbsmate.com/zionmanning

June 6 – July 25 The Bible Fast Forward, 7:00 p.m. at Zion
A practical, historical overview of the Old Testament, emphasizing the
unfolding plan of salvation as God reveals it through His covenants
with the nation of Israel, and the fulfillment of those covenants in the
person of Jesus of Nazareth
June 11-24

Parking Lot Project
Zion’s parking lot will be concreted during these weeks. Please take
note of the change in worship location (below) and be mindful of
signs roping off sections of the lot.

June 11

Fellowship Club (Zion) – at Pastor & Diane Riggert’s House
6:00 p.m.

June 16

Kinderfest Cookie Walk / Donations of 6-8 cookies needed!

June 17

Zion Manning worships at Historic Trinity (Manning), 9:00 a.m.
Due to concreting of Zion’s parking lot

June 24

Zion Manning worships at Historic Trinity (Manning), 9:00 a.m.
Due to concreting of Zion’s parking lot

June 24-26

Iowa District West Convention at Camp Okoboji
40th convention of the Iowa District West

June 28

Summer Worship Series at Historic Trinity, 7:00 p.m.
Sing to the Lord of the Harvest
Parable of the19
Lost Sheep

June Birthdays and Anniversaries @ Zion & Trinity
Birthdays

(T = Trinity)

1. McKensie Bess
Monica Christensen
Jonathan Conner
2. Janice Ress
Autumn Winter
Sylvia Saunders (T)
3. Dara Jorgensen (T)
4. Kelli Grimm
Alexander Lingle (T)
5. Warren Puck
6. Angela Albertsen
Brandon Ranniger
Nyle Gruhm (T)
7. Jarod Gruhn
Wyatt Bandow (T)
Easton Woebke (T)
8. Jacob Ewoldt
Jett Sellner
Adalyn Stribe
9. Kristine Bunker
Jon Saunders
Debra Blom (T)
10. Amy Bradley
Luke Doyel
Deanna Hagedorn
Judy Jacobsen
Steve Page
11. Ron Bunker
Luke Ramsey
Nolan Ramsey
Jerry Brus (T)
12. Janet Plumb
Andrew Ferry (T)
13. Nick Backhaus
Travis Neumann
14. Jessica Winter
Jessica Bachman (T)
Richard Irwin (T)
15. Ann Ranniger

16. Michael Gore
Ashley Hinners
Greg Peters
17. Lily Doyel
Lucille Ranniger
Dale (Ernie) Reinke
Paul Boell (T)
Vera Mesenbrink (T)
18. Dan Kerkhoff
19. Wilma Bogatzke
Daniel Vogel
20. Aubrey Alexander
Lorrell Borkowski
21. Rodney Kurth
Mason Vonnahme
22. Duncan Hilsabeck
Kim Wegener
John Blom (T)
23. Brooklynn Booth
Mary Grimm
Matthew Vogel
24. Holly Borkowski
Lana Georgius (T)
Dale Holmes (T)
Kristine Lingle (T)
25. Jared Rosener
Tanner Hanson (T)
26. Shirley Ahrendsen
Russell Bruhn
28. Jordynne Bauer
Yvonne Klindt (T)
29. Hannah Willison
Lynn Schroeder (T)

If we missed or misspelled your name, please
inform the church office.

Anniversaries
1. Gordon & Donna Schmarzo
2. Duane & Janice Monson
5. Roger & Heather Rasmussen (T)
6. Ken & Gerry Stripling
7. Floyd & Donna Forman
8. Bill & Sheila Simonsen (T)
10. Stan & Nancy Baack
Ron & Kristine Bunker
Ryan & Heidi Crawford
Brian & Deb Birks (T)
11. Lyle & Arlene Bald
12. Stan & Joleen Spies (T)
14. James & Ferdonna Zimmerman (T)
16. Loren & Jeanette Ferry (T)
15. Lynn & Sonia Nulle
Dan & Lois Peters
24. Jeff & Amy Bradley
Curt & Debra Janssen
26. Mike & Robin Heaton
27. Jerry & Carla Backhaus
29. Craig & Luann Langel
Larry & Adella Farley (T)
30. Albert & Sandra Vahl

In Our Prayers
Walt Noelck, Dave Grundmeier, Heather Kusel, Sherri
Steffes, Jim Deevers, Rick Spack, Susan Lamb, JoAnn
Karsten (Geogia Lohrman’s sister), Keith Hass
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