Kids Have Questions











Why do we pray to God even though He knows what’s going to happen?
My friend says church services like Lent services aren’t necessary or important. What should I say?
My friend’s mom is sick. Why would God let that happen to her?
What is baptism? What if I’m not baptized?
If all people had a beginning, when did God begin?
Is God a hypocrite? He tells us to love our enemies, but He punishes Satan.
What happens if you turn a person into ashes (referring to cremation)?
Will we be a ghost in Heaven?
Can God really come into this world?
How will people in coffins get out when Jesus comes back?

These are but a few of the great questions I was asked by children during our lesson time at VBS. How wonderful to
have the opportunity to answer every single one. Parents and grandparents, you have this opportunity every single
day. Are you listening? Are you equipping yourself to answer? Research continues to show that one of the main
reasons children reject the faith is they felt like their questions weren’t answered. And you can’t answer what you
don’t know. So, if you don’t know the answers to these questions, it’s time to get equipped! Ask me for help. Which
one do you want me to answer in a newsletter article? Which one would you like to visit about personally? I’d love to
hear from you! See more pics on pages 7 and 12!
Below are a few pictures from a great VBS week! Many, many more are on Zion’s Facebook page!
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seeking every which way to escape and avoid
anxiety, if you are willing to let your faith become
activated to follow it straight ahead into your fear,
you can discover how to ease and reduce anxiety,
and even use it to become the person God wants
you to be.

The Quest for Peace in the
War against Anxiety
For many people, anxiety is not a word; it’s a
malevolent monster, a monster with an icy claw that
clutches their hearts, leaving them paralyzed. If you
battle anxiety, you know this reality all too well. And
you, like many others, wonder, Can the grip be
loosened? Is freedom possible? Read on.

What is anxiety?
Before we get too far, though, let’s do some defining.
What exactly is anxiety? William Backus writes,
“Anxiety is fear that we’ll be hurt, made to suffer pain,
loss, embarrassment, harassment, inconveniences,
or other things we judge ‘not good.’” While some
people may experience more severe anxiety than
others (some even experience anxiety that isn’t
conscious, but something that grips the heart), all
people experience it.

In answer to the first question, Yes, the grip can be
loosened! How is shared below. In answer to the
second question, Yes and no. Yes, freedom is
possible because in Christ we have the promise of
absolute freedom in the resurrection when we and
the entire creation will be liberated from sin’s curse,
when our sin nature is eliminated and our new nature
in Christ is all that remains. No, because we currently
live in sin-shattered world, and as long as sin
persists, anxiety will persist on some level (greater
for some than others).

The question for us, then, is how do we battle against
it? Before we get into the meat of our discussion, we
must acknowledge that this article will not be a
comprehensive treatment of anxiety (as if a few
pages could cover it!), nor will it address the role of
medication in treating anxiety, which may prove
beneficial for some battling prolonged and intense
anxiety.

This is not to say that your experience of anxiety is
because of a sin you’ve committed, but that anxiety
is an effect of sin’s sting on you. It’s one way you
experience sin’s impact on the world. As Christian
author and counselor Dr. William Backus writes in
his tremendous little book Finding Freedom from
Anxiety and Worry, “You have [anxiety] because you
are a human being existing between time and
eternity, surrounded from cradle to grave with what
the ancient prayer describes as ‘so many and so
great dangers.’”

Where does anxiety come from?
Inborn Tendency
Dr. Backus shares that anxiety may have a number
of underlying causes. Some people seem to be born
with a tendency to be more reactive. The message
such individuals are invited to tell themselves,
however, isn’t My genes made me do it; rather, I
don’t have to be paralyzed by fear. I can learn to
battle against this inborn tendency.

This is not to say that we can’t learn to battle against
anxiety or that we can’t achieve greater peace than
we currently have. We can, and with the sword of
God’s Spirit, the Word, firmly in our hand, we will.

Radical Misbeliefs

Dr. Backus concurs,

Another source of anxiety is, what Dr. Backus calls,
radical misbeliefs. These are any number of beliefs
that are, quite bluntly, false. He explains,

The good news about anxiety is that there is a way
to deal with it in faith, so as to make the most of it,
diminish its power, and find your way through. If
you are willing to stop adding to the problem by

Anxiety results from believing and telling
ourselves untruths, which are the opposite of faith
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or correct belief. Two core misbeliefs usually give
rise to our anxiety. First, we believe that
something is very likely to turn out badly, when in
all probability it will turn out tolerably well. Second,
we believe that if it does turn out badly, the harm
done will be devastating, when in fact we can
recover from even the worst disasters and go on
with a life in praise of God.

However these misbeliefs are acquired, they elicit
and fortify most of our everyday irrational
anxieties, fears, and worries. We must learn to
discover them and replace them with truth if we
want to make headway against distressing or
debilitating anxieties.
Unfortunately, many of us have made a habit
(probably unknowingly) of listening to the soundtrack
of misbeliefs running through our mind. To fight back
against anxiety, we need to stop listening to
ourselves and start talking to ourselves. In other
words, we need to stop listening to the misbeliefs
exacerbating our anxieties and start speaking God’s
truth into our heart to fight back against them. And to
do this, we’re going to need to get equipped for battle
by immersing ourselves in God’s truth, revealed in
Scripture.

He adds this painfully insightful observation:

As in every instance of anxiety, we’re saying
either that God won’t protect us from an almost
certain calamity, or that if it does occur, He won’t
turn it into the highest good. Misbelief, then, is
one of the root problems of anxiety.
To unearth these misbeliefs, we need to pay
attention to the self-talk that is running continuously
in the back of our mind. If you pay attention, you’ll
notice, as Dr. Backus writes, that your “mind keeps
us a constant line of chatter.”

There’s simply no other way. Anxiety won’t go away
by itself. In fact, our attempts to deal with our fears
and worries by avoiding them will ensure that we’ll
keep them. Dr. Backus observes, “It’s our avoidance
that creates most of the problems associated with
anxiety – not the negative feelings that accompany
it.” He adds, “Avoidance fosters and increases the
anxiety itself.” Avoidance makes the monster bigger!
“Instead of running away from anxiety,” Dr. Backus
exhorts us to “step firmly into it.”

 How can I expect God to hear my prayer
when I’ve screwed up so badly?
 I couldn’t possibly stand up in front of a crowd
to give a speech; people would think I was a
fool.
 I’m just sure this pain in my side is cancer and
I can’t bear to hear it from the doctor, so I
won’t go.

How?

These “notions, perceptions, judgments, and
opinions reflected in that chatter have a direct effect
on [your] feelings and [your] behavior.”

Activate your faith. Dr. Backus writes, “The
anxiety/avoidance/more anxiety cycle can be
broken. The way out is faith! If we invoke that ‘living,
busy, active’ faith Martin Luther discovered, we can
take effective measures to cure our fear…” First,
“faith counters misbeliefs and provides true self-talk,
which will change our feelings, lessen our fear, and
galvanize us into new action.” And, second, “Faith
doesn’t stay in our head and in our self-talk, but it
issues in actions… Faith will always prompt us and
urge us to go ahead and do our duty in spite of our
fears.”

We must also note that trauma can deeply wound
individuals, leaving them with persistent and
haunting anxiety, even anxiety attacks, but space
prevents addressing trauma induced anxiety in this
article. If you battle such anxiety, talking about it
helps! The pastors of Zion and Trinity are available
or would be happy to refer you to a caring counselor.

How do we battle against anxiety?
Dr. Backus counsels:
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This faith doesn’t guarantee the elimination of
anxiety, as anyone who has experienced a panic
attack knows. So the message is NOT anxiety = lack
of faith. The message, rather, IS anxiety = sin-cursed
world that faith must walk into, into the very “valley
of the shadow of death,” confident in God’s promises
and presence, “for [He] [is] with [us].” Faith moves us
forward, compelling us to act on the truth of God. Dr.
Backus offers several fundamental truths:

aggressively approaching everything in life on the
basis of truth.
Our faith doesn’t dissolve our anxiety and fear; it
drives us forward into them. Dr. Backus writes,
Faith in Christ Jesus activates us to respond to
God, motivates us, and summons us to go forward
even into situations which seem fearful. Faith
gives courage, but courage is not defined as the
absence of anxiety. Courage is going forward
whether we’re anxious or not.

1. God is powerful enough to do anything He
chooses so that no evil is so big He can’t stop it
or even eradicate it from His universe if He
wants to.
2. God loves us no matter how sinful, weak, and
helpless we may feel.
3. Even if our circumstances don’t change and
there is no likelihood that they will, we must let
God be God and go with Him, not against Him.
4. We’ll never get better by avoidance and escape.

Take special note of what he said. Faith doesn’t
guarantee the elimination of anxiety; faith drives us
into the anxiety knowing God’s promises are sure.
So, we’re not suggesting anything like a three step
program that will guarantee the removal of anxiety;
we’re encouraging living and active trust in the
promises of God as we walk into anxiety and battle
against it. This may be difficult and you may need
help doing it. That help is available in Scripture, in
your pastors, and in helpful books like Finding
Freedom from Anxiety and Worry. If you need help,
it’s here.

Knowing these truths in an academic way isn’t
enough, however. They must be moved from the
head to the heart. They must be internalized so that
they influence our behavior. Quite simply, as Dr.
Backus puts it, it comes down to this question: Are
we on our own?

To get started, begin the hard work of exposing your
misbeliefs today. Stop listening to yourself and start
talking to yourself, speaking God’s truth into your
heart. Activate your faith and move forward into your
anxiety in the promises and presence of God. And
pray for God’s help, for He is “a very present help in
trouble” (Psalm 46:1). Your “self-talk,” Dr. Backus
writes, “must be saturated with the truth that once
you’ve let your request be made know to God,
nothing is ever again the same.”

Faith knows the answer. No! God is with us and for
us. His promises are sure. Faith teaches us to fight
back against the lies parading through our minds. In
fact, faith teaches us to argue against ourselves,
against the misbeliefs that play in the background of
our minds. “Practice arguing against your erroneous
beliefs,” Dr. Backus exhorts, “until arguing becomes
a habit, a good habit, a habit of faith.” We have to
bring our misbeliefs to the surface, say them out
loud, hear them for the lies they are, and then slay
them with the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God.

And then, in Dr. Backus’ words, “leave the outcome
to God, who will take responsibility for you as a
caring omnipotent Father.” Want to talk more,
call/email/stop in. – Pastor Conner

We must remember that faith, as Dr. Backus writes,
is
not a static subscription to doctrines (although
doctrines are important), but believing in an active,
involved, participatory manner, and actively,
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claim that there were demons possessing people, it
was actually an untreated medical condition.

Ghosts, Angels & Demons,
and the BIG Hope

The fun thing we get to look forward to is that in a
century or two our great-great…great grandchildren
will think that we were just as big buffoonish
cavemen as Moses, Jesus, and the disciples were
as recorded in the Bible.

Let’s get to it: demons in the New
Testament (NT). Firstly, are
demons the exception or are they
common in the NT? In the gospels and Acts there
are over 20 references to demons. Plus another 5 or
so in the letters to the churches and Revelation. So,
yes, demons are common in the NT.

What’s my point? While we have advanced
tremendously in terms of how we treat diseases
since Mark’s events occurred, that does not mean
Jesus or physicians in Jesus’ day were any less
capable of diagnosing diseases, or, for our
purposes, any less capable of distinguishing
between demon possession and a medical condition
like epilepsy.

Were people actually possessed by a demon or
was it just an undiagnosed medical condition?
Many scholars have dismissed the gospel accounts’
demon episodes. The claim is that people were
actually suffering from a medical condition that
physicians would not be qualified or able to treat
during that time. One example of this is in Mark
chapter 9. A father brings his child to Jesus and the
disciples. The son convulses and shakes. It’s so
dangerous that the son nearly rolls into fires and
bodies of water. Some modern readers consider this
account and can’t help but see the similarities
between what Mark describes and something like
epilepsy. And there are some striking similarities for
sure.

It’s a little arrogant to assume that our ancestors
were incapable of diagnosing stuff. So I’d always be
wary of buying into claims that it really wasn’t demon
possession in Jesus’ day but a medical problem or
even that everything supernatural can be explained
away by a natural cause (e.g. the ten plagues in
Exodus).
OK, if demon possession was common during
the time Jesus was walking around then why
don’t I see it now in the 21st century?
There are a couple responses to this. First off, we
have to admit that a great deal of what we envision
demon possession to be is the product of what we’ve
taken in through TV, movies, books, so on. An old
priest steps in and shouts things like, “The power of
Christ compels you!” And while that’s going on a little
girl’s head is doing a 360 degree turn. So there
needs to be an appreciation that yes we don’t see
the stuff that demonic possession is portrayed as
very often, but that doesn’t necessarily mean it
doesn’t occur. But more than that, our expectations
may not necessarily match up with how demons
work, but really they’re the product of what we’ve
taken in via books and movies. However, the Bible’s
picture of demon possession is pretty wild too (see

But I would be quick to push against that claim and
encourage you to believe that Jesus’ diagnoses
were correct: A) because Jesus is Lord and He tends
to be right about these sorts of things; B) it’s a little
arrogant to presume that our historical ancestors
were incapable of distinguishing between demons
and medical problems.
It’s always a historical temptation to look back in time
at people with a great deal of snobbery. They’re
incompetent or at the very least intellectually
deficient, and highly, highly superstitious. Everything
has a religious or spiritual cause in their minds. The
goat died because a demon got a hold of it or
something like that. People from back then did not
appreciate natural causes like we do, or that’s how
we see it. So, while Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John

5

Mark 5:1-13). There are voices and super odd social
behavior on the part of those possessed by demons.
The second response is, demons present
themselves (or hide themselves) in ways that will
harm you the most. If it suits a demon to shipwreck
your trust in Jesus by making your head spin 360
degrees so be it. BUT, if it’s more effective to perform
a sneak attack that can have the same effect as
making a big scene worthy of a movie (and several
sequels), they might be inclined to assault that way
too.

has all the authority and power in life over and
against God.
That, I would argue, is the exact the same thing
demons do in the NT. And this becomes clear when
you look at how Jesus responds to the demons.
In Luke 4:41, Luke summarizes what Jesus has
been up to: He’s been healing people including but
not limited to removing demons from people. But it
says Jesus “rebuked” the demons (ἐπιτιμῶν). When
you perform some word surgery on “rebuke” what
you end up with in Greek is something like against
honor. For Jesus to rebuke the demons is for Him to
say that He is against showing them honor or
respect. Why? Because Jesus is the King of the
created world – not them. Jesus alone is worthy of
all honor and respect because He is the one with all
the power and glory, and nothing else compares.
While the demons have been off convincing people
that God is no longer in control of the world, Jesus
comes along and says that everything the demons
have been doing and saying is wrong. God is in the
created world; God through Jesus is mending the
created world. And Jesus rebukes the demons for
saying otherwise; He snaps them to attention – show
me the honor befitting a 5-star general.

Peter warns: “Be sober-minded; be watchful. [Why?]
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring
lion, seeking someone to devour.” (1 Peter 5:8) If
demons are an extension of the devil, they take their
cues from their boss; prowling in such a way that is
not obvious, but hidden and out of plain sight.
C.S. Lewis has a great, short book called The
Screwtape Letters which I would highly recommend
if you’re interested in learning more. An elder demon
trains an up-and-coming demon on how to destroy
the faith of an average, modern Englishman. What’s
scary is that the elder demon’s recommendation is
not to possess the man in big, terrible, noticeable
ways. Instead, he recommends the younger demon
to coax the target into experiencing things like pride.
Why? Because pride chokes out trust in Jesus; pride
convinces people that they do not need to show
ultimate, 100% kind of allegiance to Jesus.

Like I said before, there is a great deal more that
could be said on this topic, and I always welcome a
conversation on this topic as would Pastor Conner
and Pastor Riggert. But here are a couple of
(unsolicited) words of advice: 1) Don’t be seeking
demons. Trust me, there are much better uses of
your time. 2) Jesus has authority and power over
them – so spend your time seeking Him. – Pastor
Johnson

Wrapping things up with Demons…
A whole lot more could be said about demons like
their origin or the proper response towards demons.
But how I’d like to close is to tie the OT’s account of
demons to the NT’s presentation (check out the June
newsletter for more on demons in the OT).
What we noted about demons in the OT is that they
portray themselves or something as more significant
than the one true God. Something else becomes
ultimate. Someone else becomes the thing that
provides meaning and hope in life. At the end of the
day, OT demons assert that someone or something
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Historic Trinity Ascension Service &
Summer Worship
Sing to the Lord of the Harvest
July 26 – Laborers in the Vineyard
August 23 – Parable of the Weeds

The whole community is invited to Historic Trinity in Manning throughout the summer for a worship series that
harvest Jesus’ farm parables. Worship is every 4th Thursday of the month, beginning at 7:00 p.m.
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The Body Laboring
Replacing a large area of the parking lot and
repairing and expanding other areas is a
significant financial commitment on the part of
Zion. For the church trustees and a group of
ambitious laborers, it has also been a physical
commitment. Thanks to the volunteers who
assisted with tearing out the old asphalt area.
Donations toward the parking lot improvements
are welcomed. Direct your gifts to “Zion Parking
Lot.” Praise God for the “Parking Lot” and other
non-designated resources which help make this
needed improvement possible.

Ministry Apps
Applying the Gospel to Hearts
and Homes (July 2018): Zion
and Trinity Lutheran

Heads, shoulders, knees and toes . . . eyes and
ears and mouth and nose . . . (Children’s action
song). The action song paraphrases Paul’s
description of the body of the church: “God
arranged the members in the body, each one of
them as he chose; . . . There are many parts, yet
one body . . . Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it” (1 Corinthians 12:18,
20, 27).

Thanks to our friends at Heritage Park for making
the Historic Trinity Church available for our
worship during the parking lot improvements.
Additional summer Trinity worship services are
July 26 and August 23.

We continue to celebrate the beauty of the body
of Christ at Zion.
The Body Splashing—VBS Review
There were many bodies in all areas of the Zion
facility during the “Splash Canyon” VBS
experience. 157 children were registered; 56
volunteers served the children and families. Once
again the VBS event is a special outreach to
children and families of the community. 70 of the
registered children were from the Zion family; 44
children did not identify a church home. Each
participating family received a CD/DVD of the VBS
theme songs. Volunteers come from two special
groups: teens (20) and age 65+ (18). The VBS
offerings ($420) were directed toward the crosscultural work of Molly Ulrickson. The VBS
program was again blessed with the financial
donations from the Memorial Day Brunch (almost
$1200). Praise God for the legs that ran, the hands
that were folded in prayer and that assembled
crafts, the taste of cookies, the ears that heard the
Word, the lips that sang, and all the parts of the
church body that were evident in another VBS
experience. See you next year, June 3-7, 2019.

The Body Sharing
Orphan Grain Train responds to natural disasters
and other human care needs around the world.
Many people in impoverished areas do not have
adequate clothing to cover their body. July 15
through 29 clothing items will again be collected
by the Zion Fellowship Club and taken to the
Orphan Grain Train warehouse in Ida Gove.
Good, used, clean clothing from all seasons and
ages is accepted (male and female). Underwear
and socks must be new. New or good used shoes
and belts are also accepted. Women’s heels
cannot be more than a thumb width high. Clean
out the closet!
God’s grace and bounty continue in all seasons.
The needs of the church and the opportunities of
the kingdom continue in summer months. Your
sacrificial offerings are important to the mission
and ministry of Zion. We are the body of Christ
together!
Pastor Riggert
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view, the Bible wasn’t trying to communicate a literal
event, but more of a myth or fable with a moral
lesson. Because of this, Stanley insists that
Scripture, especially the Old Testament, is the wrong
foundation for Christianity. As such, he claims that
the Church should “unhitch” (his actual word) itself
from Scripture, especially the Old Testament.

Unhitched Christianity: Popular

To explain everything in the kindest way, Stanley’s
intent hasn’t been to cast the Old Testament in a
negative light (although he refers to it as a “house of
cards”). In fact, his intent, at least on the face of it, is
noble. Pastor Stanley’s concern is to help people see
that Christianity is built on the resurrection of Jesus
Christ (something we would fully endorse).

Evangelical Preacher Urges Church to
Liberate Itself from the Bible and
Historic Sexual Ethic
It’s with a heavy heart that I write this article. I’m
going to disagree strongly with a very popular
American evangelical preacher. In fact, I’m going to
assert that his latest teachings are not only false, but
dangerous. I am not doing it to be critical; I’m doing
it because God’s Word tells me to. Scripture teaches
that a pastor “must hold firm to the trustworthy word
as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction
in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who
contradict it” (Titus 1:9).

Pastor Stanley offers:
Because many have lost faith… because of
something about the Bible or in the Bible, the Old
Testament in particular. Once they can no longer
accept all the historicity of the Old Testament, once
they couldn’t accept all the miracles, once somebody
poked a hole in the Genesis creation myth, once all
that went away, suddenly their house of cards came
tumbling down because they were told it’s all true, it’s
all God’s Word. He finds one part that’s not true – uh
oh – the whole thing comes tumbling down. Not
Christianity. The Bible did not create Christianity.
The resurrection of Jesus created and launched
Christianity. Your whole house of Old Testament
cards can come tumbling down. The question is Did
Jesus rise from the dead? And the eyewitnesses
said He did.

With that in mind, we move forward. Pastor Andy
Stanley, pastor at North Point Community Church
near Atlanta, one of America’s fastest growing
churches with multiple campuses reaching over
30,000 people, is a truly gifted communicator. He’s
also a prolific writer, authoring dozens of books and
Bible studies. His platform gives him the opportunity
to impact a truly impressive number of people.
Perhaps you have utilized one of his Bible studies,
heard one of his sermons, or read one of his books.
Much of what he writes and preaches is good, right,
and true, which is why it’s so difficult to write an
article in which I will disagree strongly with him and
discourage you from being influenced by him.

If ever there were words that needed to be
unpacked, these do! Stanley has rightly emphasized
the cornerstone of Christianity as Jesus’
resurrection, but he has done so at great expense.
He has essentially thrown the entire Old Testament
under the bus, the very Old Testament the New
Testament quotes hundreds of times and the very
Old Testament Jesus quoted dozens of times as
historically accurate. Further, it’s one thing to assert
that the resurrection of Jesus is the cornerstone of
Christianity; it’s another altogether to explain why
Jesus had to go to the cross in the first place, what

Over the past few years, Stanley has exhorted his
listeners to distance themselves from Scripture,
asserting that it’s indefensible. Among the many
historical accounts Stanley has labeled indefensible
are the creation narrative, Noah’s flood, and Israel’s
exodus from Egypt. According to Stanley, these
probably didn’t happen as Scripture narrates. In his
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sin is, what its penalty is, and what the resurrection
accomplished for us; things you can’t do without the
Old Testament! Yes, it’s technically possible to
preach the resurrection without quoting the Old
Testament, but it’s not possible to explain its
importance without the Old Testament. Stanley has,
in effect, cut down the tree from which the
resurrection blooms. He’s not rescuing Christianity,
as he claims, but undermining it.

they weren’t Jewish. But as defined by the Apostle
Paul... And do you know what the Apostle Paul
consistently tied sexual behavior to? Not the Old
Covenant. Not the Ten Commandments. The one
commandment Jesus gave us.
He continues:
The Old Covenant Law of Moses was not the go to
source regarding sexual behavior in the Church.
More importantly, (and perhaps more disturbingly…
or offensively), the Old Testament… was not going
to be the go to source for any behavior in the
Church…This is what the Jerusalem council was
saying to the Gentiles: You are not accountable to
the Ten Commandments. You are not accountable
to the Jewish Law. We’re done with that. God has
done something new. Besides, he would say to them
and he would say to you, Thou shalt not obey the
Ten Commandments because those aren’t your
commandments.

Even more, he’s arbitrarily targeting the Old
Testament for dismissal. What’s to keep him from
doing the same with the New Testament? The New
Testament has difficult sections to explain, too. If
that’s his criteria for dismissing a text, why wouldn’t
he do the same with portions of the New Testament?
Those familiar with history have seen preachers do
similar things before. In fact, one of the ancient
heresies of Christianity, called Marcionism, was built
on the rejection of the Old Testament. Stanley is in
the process of resuscitating something scarily
similar.

These are very misleading words! Pastor Stanley is
suggesting that the Old Testament did not inform the
New Testament’s sexual ethic, that the Old
Testament didn’t inform Jesus’ sexual ethic. In fact,
he’s claiming that the Old Testament, specifically the
Ten Commandments, had nothing to say about the
ethics of anything for the New Testament. According
to Pastor Stanley, the New Testament’s ethics were
defined solely by “the one commandment Jesus
gave us,” which was to love God and one another.

Further, and this is especially concerning, but plainly
visible to the discerning hearer, Stanley is steadily
(and covertly) leading his hearers toward a
liberalized understanding of sexual behavior, one in
line with American culture, but not Scripture. This
was made clear in a recent series of sermons he
preached entitled Aftermath. This series focused on
the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15. Here the Church
was debating if circumcision was required for
Gentiles to be saved. In other words, Did Gentiles
have to submit to the Law of Moses to be saved?
The simple answer agreed upon was No. For the
sake of Jewish Christians’ sensitivities and for peace
in the church, however, they asked that Gentiles
“abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and
from blood, and from what has been strangled, and
from sexual immorality” (Acts 15:29).

Again, this is dreadfully misleading! First, Scripture
flat out disagrees with Pastor Stanley. St. Paul
explicitly defines Jesus’ command to love with the
Ten Commandments. He writes,
The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal,
You shall not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Rom. 13:9).

Stanley draws this conclusion from their decision:

In other words, behind Jesus’ exhortation to love are
the Ten Commandments. The Ten Commandments
define the word love. Now, it’s true, as St. Paul said
in Galatians, that we do not live under the Law of

This was a general call to avoid immoral behavior,
but not immoral behavior as defined by the Old
Testament... Why? Because they didn’t have one;
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Moses. The Law (the covenant made on Mt. Sinai),
was a tutor/guardian that led us to Christ and then
stepped aside, but it is patently false to claim that the
Law of Moses has nothing to say about ethics in the
New Testament.

God-man Jesus Christ, but it’s not true to suggest
that the Ten Commandments have nothing to say to
us. Further, in Stanley’s attempt to rescue
Christianity from the Old Testament “house of
cards,” to liberate it from “chapter and verse,” he
alludes to the chapter and verse of Genesis 1:27:

Further, it’s true to assert that the ceremonial and
civil laws have ceased to define our lives. So, we are
not bound to the sacrificial system, the priesthood, or
the annual festivals requiring pilgrimage to
Jerusalem; nor are we bound to the civil code
governing such things as ox goring and quarrels
between neighbors. It’s also true that the
condemnation of the Law has been removed
because of Christ’s substitutionary death (a death
pointed to by the Old Testament and the Temple
sacrificial system, no less!). But the moral
underpinning of the New Testament’s ethical system
is squarely grounded in the Old Testament, both in
the creation account recorded in Genesis, where
God defines what is good, and in the Ten
Commandments, which succinctly summarize the
morality of God, morality that reflects the very nature
of God Himself!

So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

But these are among the chapters and verses that
he has labeled indefensible and non-historical!
Of equal, if not greater concern, is why he’s doing
this. Stanley spends an inordinate amount of time
emphasizing the New Testament’s unhitching from
the Old Testament moral law, especially its moral
law on sexual behavior. In its place he has placed
Jesus’ exhortation to love, love uncoupled from the
Ten Commandments. But, as Wesley Hill has written
in his incisive peace for First Things,
In a fallen world, talk about love can mask a kind
of relativism. This is why the catechetical tradition
of the Christian churches has been united in its
use of the Ten Commandments: precisely
because it has recognized that we Christians so
often fail to discern what real love amounts to, and
we need the Old Testament’s commandments to
shine a spotlight on our slippery self-justifications.
We may intend to treat a sexual partner as God in
Christ has treated us, we may try to act toward
them out of self-giving love, but the distorting
effects of sin mean that we must be told what love
looks like in action if we’re not to get it wrong. That
divine telling, sadly, is what Andy Stanley’s
sermon would keep us from hearing.

But Stanley has denied this. As mentioned above, he
denies that the Ten Commandments have anything
to say to Christians. Then, with even more
misleading words he tells Christians:
[Your laws] are better and yours are far less
complicated [than the Jews’], but they are far more
demanding. Because, you see… when you begin
to view every single person you meet, red, yellow,
black or white, rich, poor, vulnerable, not
vulnerable, when you begin to view every single
person you are eyeball to eyeball with as made in
the image of God and a potential dwelling place
for the Spirit of God, you will treat them well. You
will not need chapter and verse.

Stanley’s move to unhitch Christianity from the Old
Testament and the Ten Commandments will not
rescue Christianity; it will redefine it. It will not
liberate Christianity; it will mislead it. It will not give
us a higher ethic; it will leave us with a relativized
one. Please pray, for the sake of Christianity and the
Church, that God would lead Stanley to repentance
and the truth. – Pastor Conner

As before, these are dreadfully misleading words.
Pastor Stanley has mixed truth with falsehood, and
tragic irony. It’s true that the new covenant is better
than the old (see Hebrews 8:6), because the new
covenant is centered in the eternal priesthood of the

11

Preschool Praises for June 2018
Preschool is out for the summer but we still have some work to do! I occasionally have parents call for
information about the program and interest in signing their children up, which is wonderful! I'm praying
that our numbers continue to climb. Please spread the news to other families that have 3 or 4 year old
children about our program and that we have openings.
We are also working on finding a driver to work for Western Iowa Transit just to transport preschoolers
3 days a week. This would be a great job for someone who is recently retired and would like to still keep
a little busy and earn some income. We have had a couple of interested parties, but no one has officially
committed yet. Please spread the word about this opportunity and need. We would be able to get so
many more preschool children this year if transportation was provided! If you or anyone you know is
interested or would like more information, please contact Bridget Gore or Jen Morris.
We pray that you are having a wonderful summer vacation and enjoying
the blessings that God has provided you!
Yours in Christ,
Mrs. Gore and Mrs. Nemitz
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The ladies of Trinity worked hard at cleaning the kitchen. They also
folded nearly 300 t-shirts with Trinity's VBS information included to be
thrown out during Manilla's 4th of July parade.
Trinity Lutheran Church Vacation Bible School
August 8-10th, 5:30-8pm
Free program & free dinner beforehand @ 5:30pm
Register by phone: 654-3031, in person, at the 4th
of July booth in Manilla in Memoria Hall, or by
online through this QR code:
Financial Peace University is a 9-week video based program that coaches
you how to get out of debt fast, save, invest, and live generously with your
money. The first sessions will be available during Trinity's VBS (August 810th @ 6:30pm with a dinner beforehand at 5:30pm). The cost of the
program is $99. This pays for your ability to access the program and your
workbook.
Trinity is offsetting the cost so that you're not paying the full amount. The remaining sessions will be on Thursday
evenings @ 5:30pm (goes through September 27th).
This is a great program especially for teens and young adults; if you haven't shown your kids
how to save, stay out of debt, or invest this is a great opportunity to have an expert offer sound
advice. What's the point of your kids getting the "right" job if they don't know how to handle
money wisely or in a God-pleasing manner? Set your kids and yourself up for financial
success. You can register by following the QR code or by calling or emailing Trinity directly.
(712-654-3031 & trinitylutheran@fmctc.com)
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President Buhr led the guild in the LWML pledge then called on Pastor
Riggert who led us in prayer. Our topic was based on 1 Corinthians
12:27 which reads “You are the body of Christ and individually members
of it.” In a culture where body image is emphasized, we were reminded
that each part of Christ’s body is necessary and given to benefit the
whole. Christian Life Chairman, Margaret Backhaus, read a poem
entitled “What Would Jesus Do?” The mite box offering and prayer
followed.

Ladies Guild of Zion
June 13, 2018

President Buhr called the business meeting to order in the name of the Triune God. Roll call was answered by 13
members with plans for summer vacations. The secretary’s minutes were read and approved. Correspondence
was read from the family of Ella Stammer and from Pastor Johnson of Trinity, Manilla. Treasurer, Mary Grimm
and Darlene Vollstedt , kitchen treasurer, each gave their reports. Human Care Chairman, Audrey Roe,
announced that $503.32 had been raised by selling 26 feed sacks. There were no circle reports. Circle # 1 will
serve the next funeral. Circle #2 will serve the July fellowship coffees.
Old business: Guild collection items are postage stamps, box tops for education, soap, computer ink cartridges
(not refillable) and cell phones. There was further discussion and clarification about the summer fellowship coffees.
Cookies will be served and may be purchased by members who will be reimbursed. Coffee will be served in pots
on the tables as usual.
New business: There will be three offerings at district convention at Camp Okoboji. They are Lutheran Family
Services, Lutheran Heritage Foundation (Lutheran books for Iowa immigrant families) and Financial Aid for Hong
Kong VBS mission trips. It was moved by Joene Bohlmann to send $50.00 per offering with our conventions
delegates. The motion was seconded and passed.
Plaza bingo will be held on June 22nd with Sue Puck acting as chairman and Audrey Roe, Cheral Buhr and
Charlene Hickman as helpers. The next meeting will be on July 11th with hostesses Darlene Vollstedt and Monica
Christensen.
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer and the table prayer. Refreshments were served by Bev
Grundmeier and Joene Bohlmann.
Sue Puck, secretary
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China Lutheran Seminary
Our Missionary in Taiwan
Dr. Stephen Oliver

The Olivers: Isaac, Maggie, Ginny,
Stephen, Gary,

Nanjing, China’s Jingling Seminary sent professors (left)
to visit China Lutheran Seminary faculty (right) to build
good relations and learn about each other’s theological
education on April 26.
I recently saw this
interesting warning on
a
neighborhood
bulletin board. It tells
people not to litter
(esp. cigarette butts),
warning that the gods
see the action of
littering!
Our Counseling Small Group visited our
home for Mexican Burritos (made by
Maggie) on May 23.
On April 13, Dr. Al Collver (LCMS Church Relations
Director) visited seminary president Dr. Samuel Liu.
Appreciative of the cordial conversation about China
Lutheran Seminary, Dr. Collver invited Pres. Liu to visit
his office this summer in St Louis at the International
Center.
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Greetings in Jesus! The first academic year for Concordia El Reformador, the
Lutheran seminary in the Dominican Republic, has come to a close. In its first
year, the seminary had 10 residential s t u d e n t s f r o m 7 c o u n t r i e s
(Dominican Republic, Mexico, Guatemala, Peru, Venezuela, Bolivia, and
Chile) and 40 students in its online program. This is truly remarkable and the
work of our faithful Lord. Consider the following: There are only about 250
ordained Lutheran pastors serving in all of Spanish speaking Latin America
(about 250,000,000 people). With its first batch of students working through
their formation, the Lord will add 50 more Spanish speaking pastors to the
churches and missions of the Caribbean, and Central & South America. That
is a 20% increase of pastors! Praise the Lord! Additionally, new students from
Venezuela and Spain are set to begin their pastoral formation in the next
academic year.
Part of my work on the mission field is to teach courses at the seminary, which
I do through a video conferencing program and intensive style classes in the
Dominican Republic. This semester I helped teach a class on pastoral
theology and a class on the exegesis of the Pentateuch. I will continue
teaching a course a trimester once I return back to Panamá after home service
this October. I also serve as pastoral mentor and professor to Panamá’s
online seminary student, Edilberto Mendez.
Please continue to pray for the Lutheran Church in Panamá, that the Lord would provide young men interested in
studying to be pastors. Additionally, join me in giving thanks that the deaconess program is set to begin this fall,
offering courses in Panamá to women interested in serving as deaconesses. To God be the glory!

Home Service Update (August-October) Our Sundays are full! Thank you to all who have reached out to us over
the last few months. We have about 18 visits planned for our 6 six weeks of home service. We still have some time
available during the week for a missionary visit. If you are in west Texas, Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri and would like
for us to stop by during the week, please feel free to contact me (brian.gauthier@lcmsintl.org). We hope to hear
from you! See you soon!
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Read more online at:

http://ferrys.asia

Charles, Cheryl, Caleb, Caitlin, Carissa, Cassie,
Chloe, and Charlotte Ferry

Are there any challenges to this relocation? Apart from
the normal challenges of moving with a family of six kids,
the main challenge is language. There really isn’t much
English spoken outside of the capital city, so we have
jumped wholly into learning Mandarin Chinese, which is not
an easy language to learn. Cheryl and the kids are taking
Chinese classes five days per week, and are already
making great progress.

Some recent questions we’ve received and are glad to
answer:
Now that the Ferry family has moved out of Indonesia,
where are you? Home for us is starting to take shape as
we unpack boxes, locate stores, and start making friends
with those around us, in the country of Taiwan, also
known as the Republic of China.

What are the opportunities with this new location? The
Ferrys are very excited about living in Taiwan, despite the
challenges of setting up a new house and learning a new
language. Some of the highlights for us are: being able to
live rent-free which allows for more of your donation dollars
to support the programs of mission work; living in
community with other LCMS folks, which is a new
experience for us; living in a place where Cheryl and the
kids can go out to the park, into the neighborhood, and to
the store without being as concerned for their security and
safety; having a local congregation to attend and receive
Word, Sacrament, and pastoral care (even though it’s all in
Chinese!), having Daddy working in the same building and
home more; hosting regional and education events in the
building at low cost. And that’s just a few!

Why Taiwan? The LCMS has had a partner church here
for decades, the China Evangelical Lutheran Church,
which has gone through some very difficult times in the
last 20+ years. The church is small, and needs help in
theological education, but they are very welcoming, and
eager to be of service. There are multiple benefits to living
in this place and having our headquarters here. Among
them: Taiwan is centrally-located in Asia, our partner can
greatly benefit from our closer relationship, the cost of
living here is very reasonable, it’s a safe place to live and
raise a family, and they welcome people on
missionary/church visas.
So where specifically will you live? The generosity of
LCMS donors over the years allowed the local church
here to purchase numerous properties, and not all of them
are being used. The CELC used to operate a seminary in
Chiayi, a city in south-central Taiwan, and the same city
where Concordia Middle School (started by LCMS
missionaries) is located. This former seminary building
was currently unused, and they offered it to the LCMS to
use in whatever way we needed. In this building, we’re
able to do a number of things: provide office and working
space for the LCMS Asia regional team, provide space for
hosting theological education events, interact with the
community and reach out, and house the families of the
Asia regional staff. And all of this can happen rent-free
because we have such a good relationship with our local
partners.
To support our work financially, send a tax-deductible gift
to: The LCMS, P.O. Box 790089, St. Louis, MO 63179

Thank you for sticking with us through this transition!
Please see the pictures and other updates in this issue, and
feel free to reach out to us (charles.ferry@lcmsintl.org or
cheryl.ferry@lcmsintl.org) for any other questions you’d like
to have addressed. We are overjoyed to be in partnership
with you, and to have your ongoing trust, love, and prayers.
More information on the next page.

Or: Mission Central, 40718 Highway E-16, Mapleton, IA
51034
Make checks payable to The LCMS, and mark them “Support
of Charles Ferry.” Gifts can also be given securely online
through our online giving page at www.lcms.org/ferry.
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Taiwan
Chiayi

The entire Ferry Family has been settling in to our new surroundings
by unpacking, exploring, and by using lots of mime and “charades”
to communicate with those around us. We have also been getting
to know our new church, Salvation Congregation in Chiayi City.
Pastor Alex Wu is a good man, and has been a gracious resource
for us as he helps us make connections, locate the household
necessities, and even transport us to the store occasionally. This is
a very different living situation from what we knew in Indonesia, as
we’re living in an apartment rather than a house. Our “flat” is located
in a five-story building which also will house members of the
community who are not Christian, and not connected with our work
[yet!].
We have seen that mail is a little more reliable and predictable here, so if
anyone wants to keep in touch, our new address is listed to the right. If you
can’t make sense of the Chinese (in green), don’t worry; you can just use
the English and it will get to us.
The Ferry kids outside their new Taiwan home.
The Ferry kids await the arrival of the
Taiwan High Speed Rail which will take
them from city to city.
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July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Youth Group and Kickball in Manilla
Dinner and Bible Study at 5:00 p.m. at Johnsons’
Kickball at 6:30 p.m.
High schoolers, Middle schoolers, and parents invited to play at 6:30!
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Ladies Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
@ Pastor and Tiffany Johnson’s house in Manilla
July 28

Summer Worship Series at Historic Trinity
7:00 p.m.
Sing to the Lord of the Harvest
Parable of Laborers in the Vineyard

August 8-10
What’s in the Bible? VBS at Trinity, Manilla
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Free program and dinner beforehand at 5:30 p.m.
August 8-September 27
Trinity Lutheran in Manilla
Get out of debt and learn to give generously! See information on page 13
for more!
August 12 School Kit Sunday
Before you head to the store to stock up on school supplies, come to
church! Zion is again providing free school supplies for you and for your
friends. So, please take what is needful for your family and what may be
needful for your neighbors.
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July Birthdays and Anniversaries @ Zion & Trinity
Birthdays

(T = Trinity)

1. Heather Adams
Nathan Jensen
Judith Lee
Walter Noelck
Samantha Smith
2. Becki Ehlers
Brenna Hodne
Jessica Soll
3. Jace Kucik
4. Paige Saunders
Mallory Weitl
5. Chelsea Page
6. Janet Smith
7. Leonard Dammann
Lisa Drier
Valda Lamp
Taylor Potthoff
8. Matthew Weitl
11. Olivia Beck
Jax Greving
Jason Kienast
Jessica Kurth
Jordan Weller
12. Casey Karsten
Scott Rosener
Trisha Rosener
Clark Tibben
13. Arlene Bald
Dereck Hilsabeck
Jason Ferry (T)
Emma Martin (T)
Carmen Scheuring (T)
14. Stephanie Ahrenholtz
Gregory Conner
Bary Kienast
Duane Monson
15. Bill Bruhn
Jesse Weitl
16. Dean Genzen
Gabrielle Riessen (T)

17. Brock Jensen
18. Joni Kienast
19. Bob Genzen
Brad Otto
Rebecca Salter
20. Katie Gaskill (T)
21. Louise Bruhn
Kaylee Martin
22. Alle Jacobsen
Christopher Smith
Kayla Hand (T)
Elise Lueth (T)
23. Denise Christensen
Jill Saunders
24. Sophie Alexander
25. Nancy Goodwin
Nick Woebke (T)
26. Sharon Mohr
Susan Schilling
Grant Lahr (T)
Brian Riessen (T)
27. Kevin Brus
Ron Soll
28. Rita Saunders
Adam Vollstedt
Bricy Lorenzen (T)
30. Dewayne Buhr
Kathy Lage
Howard Roe
Natasha Schultes
31. Markus Neumann
Lyle Ranniger

If we missed or misspelled your name, please
inform the church office.

Official Acts
Funerals:
Lendall Jahn funeral; June 4, 2018; Pastor Andrew Johnson
Jeanie Petersen; Graveside Services June 6, 2018; Pastor
Jonathan Conner
Baptism:
Kora Kole Potthoff; daughter of Luke and Taylor Potthoff; June
23, 2018; Pastor Jonathan Conner
Marriage:
Jacob Scott Dreier and Mallory Ruth Mitchell; June 2, 2018;
Pastor Jonathan Conner

Anniversaries
1.
3.
5.
8.
9.
11.
12.
16.
24.
25.
27.
29.
31.

Randy & Crystal Dreher
Warren & Sue Puck
Dennis & Michaela Chapman
Brian & Kathy Lage
Dan & Cheryl Kerkoff
Joe & Cindy Scheuring (T)
Craig & Debbie Musfeldt
Doug & Kate Greving
Todd & Shelly Gruhn
Gale & Linda Vinke
Pastor Robert & Diane Riggert
Ron & Sue Soll
Nick & Kristin Woebke
Pastor Jonathan & Rebecca Conner
Eric & Jodi Ramsey
Steve & Holly Borkowski
Chris & Mary Greving

In Our Prayers
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Walt Noelck, Dave Grundmeier, Heather Kusel, Sherri
Steffes, Jim Deevers, Rick Spack, Susan Lamb, JoAnn
Karsten (Geogia Lohrman’s sister), Jim Wiederien (Bonnie
Witt’s brother), LaVerne Bald, Natalie Mason (Bruce and Mary
Grimm’s daughter)

