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Epiphany Joy 
 
The season of 
Epiphany is perhaps 
one of the most 
overlooked seasons 
in the Church Year. 
Its significance, 
however, is one the 
Church needs to 
regain. “Epiphany” 
comes from a Greek 
word meaning 
“manifest.” Following 

on the heels of the twelve days of Christmas 
(December 25 – January 5), in which the Church 
celebrates the incarnation of Christ, Epiphany 
celebrates the manifestation or self-revelation of 
God in that incarnate flesh of Christ. In other words, 
it further answers, “Who is this Jesus?”  
 

Throughout the season of Epiphany we see Jesus 
as the God/man who has come with divine authority 
to bring salvation to the world. The season is built 
around three key texts: 
 

1. The visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12) 
2. The Baptism of Jesus (Luke 3:15-22) 
3. Jesus’ first miracle in Cana (John 2:1-11) 

 

In the Magi’s visit we learn that this Jesus is the 
Savior not for the Jews alone, but even for the 
Gentiles. For all non-Jews this is astonishingly good 
news. Jesus took on flesh not simply to redeem the 
Jews, but to redeem all humanity. We may worship 
God in the incarnate Christ.  
 

In Jesus’ baptism we hear the Father boom from 
heaven, “You are my beloved Son…” In the Old 
Testament Israel was called God’s son. Here, now, 
Christ is revealed to be God’s perfect Son, the one 
who will get right what Israel got wrong. Old 
Testament Israel was “baptized” in the Red Sea and 
led into the wilderness to be tested; Jesus was 
baptized in the Jordan and likewise led into the 
wilderness. Old Testament Israel failed; Jesus 

passed. Through His baptism Jesus was revealed to 
be God’s perfect Israel, His perfect Son, through 
whom salvation would come to the world.   
 

At Cana of Galilee Jesus performed His first miracle 
by turning water into wine. This sign, as John writes, 
“manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in 
him.” Through this sign Jesus revealed His divine 
authority and majesty and, likewise, calls us to place 
our faith in Him.  
 

Our proper response is joyful worship, which is the 
theme of Epiphany. Consider but one Epiphany 
hymn: “The Star Proclaims the King is Here” (LSB 
399). All three texts are represented and the song 
concludes with a jubilant doxology to God for His 
great epiphany.    
 

The star proclaims the King is here; 
But, Herod, why this senseless fear? 
For He who offers heav’nly birth 
Seeks not the kingdoms of this earth. 
 
The eastern sages saw from far 
And followed on His guiding star; 
And, led by light, to light they trod 
And by their gifts confessed their God. 
 
Within the Jordan’s sacred flood 
The heav’nly Lamb in meekness stood 
That He, of whom no sin was known, 
Might cleanse His people from their own. 
 
And oh, what miracle divine, 
When water reddened into wine! 
He spoke the word, and forth it flowed 
In streams that nature ne’er bestowed. 
 
For this Thy glad epiphany 
All glory, Jesus, be to Thee, 
Whom with the Father we adore, 
And Holy Spirit evermore. 

 

May your Epiphany be filled with the joy of Jesus!  
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Having my blood drawn was all supposed to be a 
formality. Take the blood, breathe a fresh sigh of 
relief, and shoot up a quick “thank You, God” 
prayer. When my doctor called to give me the 
results, however, I knew it was anything but a 
formality.  
 
Jump ahead a bit to Rochester and Mayo hospital, 
and Tiffany and I are agreeing to undergo high 
dosage chemotherapy and a stem cell transplant. 
Since I’ve already received other types of chemo 
drugs to kill off old germ cells from my initial 
testicular cancer in college, it’s now time, as the 
doctor put it, to use “big gun chemo.” Me 
personally, I’m more of .22 caliber type of guy, but 
the doctor insisted on “big gun chemo.” Well, rats! 
What I’d do for a formality right about now.  
 
I’m writing this piece on December 14; my first 
round of chemotherapy begins in two days. There 
are many things swirling through my head and 
heart like I don’t want to go down this road. I don’t 
want to throw up. How sick will I get? Will I mess 
up the direction Trinity is going in? I don’t want to 
add stress into Tiffany’s life. Did I mention that I 

don’t want to throw up already? This is the 
Reader’s Digest version of my thoughts.  
 
Despite the long list of unanswered questions 
building up internally, I’m sure of at least one thing: 
I have new vocation. Healing. I am called to heal.  
 
It’s been my least favorite vocation. I’ve loved my 
calling as a husband, as a citizen, as a Christian, 
as a pastor, as a student. But I’ve never really 
taken a liking to healing. It’s boring, but it’s also 
uncomfortable. As a natural born Iowan, I 
instinctively know how to provide help, but I’m not 
very good at receiving help.  
 
But the vocation of healing is holy. It’s holy 
because it forces you to feel grace. Grace is 
undeserved love. You don’t earn it. It’s just given. 
It typically comes at a great price. You don’t bring 
anything to the table.  
 
In the case of Christ, we bring our sins and that’s 
about it. But He gave His life. We should feel pretty 
uncomfortable with what we’re actually receiving. 
Eternal life should have a price tag; I mean it does, 
but we don’t pay for it.  
 
The vocation of healing is forcing me to re-realize 
what grace truly is. All I will have to give is a weak, 
immunity-deficient body (i.e. I have nothing to 
give). But look at what I’m receiving! Pastors are 
serving in my place. Leaders at Trinity will still 
support me even though I’m not performing at my 
normal strength.  
 
The vocation of healing is also reminding me of my 
creatureliness. I’d like to think I’m the Creator; I run 
the show. My life is the direct consequence of my 
actions or inaction.  
 
But take a few fast-growing cells, and BOOM I’m 
knocked off my feet. The reality is, I’m not nearly 
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as omnipotent as I pretend to be on a daily basis. 
Healing is forcing me to come to grips with reality: 
from dust you came, and to dust you shall return, 
Creature.  
 
I suppose I dislike the vocation of healing because 
it’s driving me towards repentance. Repentance 
for pretending to be something I’m not. 
Repentance for ignoring God. Repentance for not 
utilizing the resources God has placed around me 
like His Holy Christian Church.  
 
You see – this new calling I’m taking is not 
something I want…but the Spirit, I believe, is 
calling me towards an endeavor I need. This 
vocation will transform my body, but it will also chip 
away at the stone that is my heart. As God 
promised through Ezekiel: “I will give you a new 
heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from 
you your heart of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh.” 

 

How can we help you, Pastor? 

Here are some ideas of how you can support me. 

 Be in worship 

 Pray for me – that I would have courage  

 Pray for Tiffany 

 If you want to provide food, you’re welcome to 

do so. Please stay away from cooked carrots 

and peas. Typically, in the past, the smells from 

these vegetables have made me nauseous. I’d 

say the blander the food the better. Soup is a 

great option! If you want to make a casserole, 

please put the ingredients together and we’ll 

cook it on our end (just a safety precaution).  

 If you want to provide snacks for when I’m 

undergoing chemo – I love triscuits and they’re 

just bland enough for me to tolerate. Great value 

black cherry flavor bottled water and great value 

trail mix is easy for me to drink, and the protein 

in the trail mix helps a lot.  

 Trinity people – make sure to tell Pastors 

Conner, Riggert, and Vogel thank you for all the 

extra time they’re investing into you over the 

next several months. You can’t say thank you 

enough.  

 Please don’t be weird – assume that I still like 

having conversations with you. Sometimes 

when people are sick, we feel like there’s a 

special language we have to speak. The reality 

is though, I have enough strange in my life 

already because nasty medicine is entering my 

body. We can talk about what I’m experiencing, 

but we can also talk about how much moisture 

is in the field too. You’re not being a burden to 

me by talking about “regular” stuff – in fact I 

invite it. – Pastor Johnson  

 

Thank you for you love and support! 
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Nearly 90 kids announced the birth of Jesus in Zion’s 
2021 Children’s Christmas Programs (12/19). Special 
thanks to Susie and Tom U., Jill A., Kari R., Courtney 
G., Taylor P., Joni Keinast, Bob G. Judy J., Janet S., 
Irene G., Pastor and Tiffany Johnson, and the many, 
many volunteers and parents who helped make it 

possible!  



5 

 

Your Personal Liturgy: 
“The World Has Not 
Changed and My Mission 
Hasn’t Either.”   

 
 
 
Liturgy. We’re accustomed to hearing that word in 
church. And it has a very specific purpose in 
church: delivering Christ and His promises to 
God’s people. In its regularity and consistency, it 
ensures we don’t have to reinvent worship and 
communication in every gathering. So, it provides 
structure and predictability along with a shared 
Biblical language to our worship gatherings.  
 

And while you might not use the word liturgy 
beyond the worship context, your life is defined by 
a variety of regular liturgies, patterns of 
communication, which govern and shape your 
thoughts and relationships. You have certain 
forms of greetings in your home that color your 
relationships, certain shorthand phrases in your 
employment that facilitate communication, and 
certain thought patterns that influence your mental 
health.  
 

Many of these are unnoticed.  Many could benefit 
from more thoughtful intentionality. On many and 
various occasions, we have talked about the 
importance of bringing truth to bear in our lives by 
speaking it out loud. Another way of saying that is: 
we need to develop a personal liturgy designed to 
bring truth into our life and to facilitate human 
flourishing.  
 

That, in fact, is the goal of this article, to give you 
a simple liturgy to guide you in your daily life, 
specifically a liturgy to help steel you against the 
intentionally breathless and alarming media 
headlines designed to produce panic and unrest 
and to ground you in your vocational calling as a 

Christian. Here is the first piece of the liturgy: The 
world has not changed.  
 

Now, let’s insert it into our lived reality. We’ll 
capture the essence of a few of the breathless 
headlines from the previous year and speak our 
liturgical truth into them. 
 

 Massive Employment Shifts Shake Global 
Workforce  

 Supply Chain Bottlenecks Bring Backlogs  
 

The world has not changed.  
 

 Facebook’s Parent Company Becomes 
“Meta” in Nod to Coming Immersive 
Metaverse  

 Social Media (Knowingly) Negatively 
Impacting Girls’ Body Image  
 

The world has not changed.  
 

 Vaccine Mandates Ignite Fights among 
Employers and Employees  

 COVID Mutates and Mutates Again   
 

The world has not changed.  
 

 Upheaval in Afghanistan Leads to Taliban 
Resurgence  

 Migration Crises Worsen at International 
Borders  
 

The world has not changed.  
 

 Historically High Inflation Disproportionately 
Affects Poor   

 U.S. in Urgent Hypersonic Arms Race with 
China  

 

The world has not changed.  
 

 Smash and Grab Mobs Terrorize Businesses 
and Shoppers  
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 Tik Tok Spreads Fears of a National School 
Shooting Day1  

 

The world has not changed.   
 

On the face of it, our liturgy may seem misplaced, 
even untrue, but dig a little deeper with me. Has 
the nature of reality changed? Was there 
international conflict before 2021? Was there 
disease before 2021? Was there uncertainty and 
upheaval before 2021? Did the world have crises 
before 2021? Did people, politicians, and 
governments battle for power and dominance 
before 2021? Did people die in many and various, 
often unpleasant ways, before 2021? Did people 
threaten, terrorize, and intimidate before 2021? 
 

The world has not changed.  
 

Yes, some of the actors, instigators, and delivery 
mediums have changed, but the world has not 
changed, not in its nature. 20th century atheist-
turned-Christian author Malcolm Muggeridge 
once perceptively quipped, “All new news is old 
news happening to new people.” He’s right. Of 
course, he was simply echoing the insights of 
Scripture:   
 

What has been is what will be, 
and what has been done is what will be done, 
and there is nothing new under the sun 
(Ecclesiastes 1:9). 

 

“Life under the sun,” as we’ve emphasized in 
assorted and sundry places, is characterized by 
time, chance, and death. And good actors and bad 
actors clash as they live this time, chance, death 
life under the sun. This is the way the world is, the 
way the world has been since man’s fall, and the 
way the world will be until Christ returns to renew 

                                           
1 Again we ask in the pages of this newsletter whether 
it is wise to give children unfettered access to social 
media?  

it. Nothing in 2021 changed this reality and nothing 
in 2022 will either (unless Jesus returns!). 
 

The world has not changed.  
 

And that means your life’s calling and mission 
hasn’t changed, which is the second piece of our 
liturgy:  
 

My mission hasn’t changed.  
 

And your mission is this: be the person your 
neighbor needs you to be. This is not a time to 
retreat, to resign from life, or to remove yourself 
from your community. I once had a soon-to-be-
married couple tell me they weren’t planning on 
having kids because of the dangerous state of the 
world. They were clearly ignorant both of history 
and of Scripture. The world hasn’t changed and 
our mission hasn’t either. So, this is no time to pull 
back from vocational engagement, but a time to 
move forward in meaningful engagement in the 
place and among the people where God has 
placed you.  
 

Sociologists call this “a commitment to place.” 
Theologians (especially Lutheran theologians) call 
it “vocation.” Regardless of the terminology, we’re 
talking about the need, even the responsibility, to 
attend to the place and the people around you.  
Who do they need you to be?   
 

And notice the question. We’re not merely asking 
what your neighbor needs from you (help with 
household tasks, for instance). That is an 
important question, but we are asking what kind of 
person your neighbor needs you to be?  
 

Your neighbor needs you to be the kind of person 
who lives the Ten Commandments, the kind of 
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person who fears God. The preacher in 
Ecclesiastes said as much: “Fear God and keep 
his commandments, for this is the whole duty of 
man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). This is the kind of 
person your neighbor needs you to be. This is your 
mission.  
 

My mission hasn’t changed.    
 

Your neighbor needs you to be the kind of person 
who respects authority, the kind of person who 
honors life, the kind of person who practices 
sexual purity. Your neighbor needs you to be the 
kind of person who engages in his community, the 
kind of person who commits himself to his church, 
to his family, to his community, and to his country. 
 

Your neighbor needs you to be the kind of person 
who does his homework, shows up for practice, 
and respects his teachers. Your neighbor needs 
you to be the kind of person who gets married, has 
children, and raises them in the fear and 
instruction of the Lord. Your neighbor needs you 
to be the kind of person who volunteers for local 
boards, committees, and booster clubs.  
 

Your neighbor needs you to be the kind of person 
engaged in the educational decisions of the local 
school, the kind of person committed to 
community betterment, the kind of person 
volunteering to improve literacy through the local 
library, the kind of person stepping up as a 
volunteer fireman or as a supporter of the local 
hospital.     
 

If it all seems locally focused, it is. There is an 
immediacy in our vocations, a strong claim our 
local place and people make on us. It’s not that 
national and international endeavors aren’t real 
and concerning. They very much are. But politics 

                                           
2 Having said this, it is important to emphasize the 
importance of good legislation and godly legislators. 
Godly legislators who understand their role as “God’s 

is downstream from culture. Culture (what we 
value and prioritize) is made in the daily lived 
vocations of people living in community with one 
another. And this shapes politics. Using politics to 
force cultural change only builds resentment and 
polarization.  
 

Our mistake has been in trying to make culture 
through politics, to put politics upstream from 
culture.2 In other words, our fixation on national 
and international crises and controversies (in large 
part because of our media consumption, which 
pulls us into these and out of our local context) has 
left us largely blind to our local needs and our 
responsibility to meet these needs.  
 

This is why it’s important to recite the second piece 
of our liturgy: My mission has not changed: be 
the person my neighbor needs me to be. 
Inherent in this liturgy is the belief that you owe 
something to your neighbor (whether you like him 
or not!). Paul talks about this in Romans 13, 
emphasizing our call to give what we owe to others 
(see 13:7). This is why the church focuses less on 
asserting your individual rights and more on 
honoring your individual responsibilities. You have 
a responsibility, a sacred duty, to be a certain kind 
of person for the wellbeing of your neighbor. This 
is the key to human flourishing, not getting what 
you want, but being the person your neighbor 
needs you to be.  
 
And adopting the aforesaid liturgy will help you do 
precisely this. So get started today: the world has 
not changed and my mission hasn’t either: be 
the person my neighbor needs me to be.  

- Pastor Conner  
   
 

servant” (Romans 13:14) understand that laws teach. 
Good laws teach what is good and call us to value the 
good.  
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We’re testing claims: the parables are highly 
practical, and the Christian community will flourish 
when they ingrain themselves in Jesus’ parables. 
+++ 
 
13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], 
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to 
him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator 
over you?”  
 
An unnamed man approached Jesus for 
arbitration. His family is at odds, or at the very 
least, this one member despised how the 
inheritance was divided (or wasn’t divided).  
 
Jesus’ response is kinda funny: “who made me a 
judge…over you?” Well, every week we confess 
that Jesus “will come again to judge both the living 
and the dead.” He is the Judge of judges. Did 
Jesus forget His business cards? Probably not.  
 
Jesus is ready to judge. The man wants Jesus to 
arbitrate some property lines, sheep, or decimal 
points. But Jesus is ready to judge something 
greater, deeper, more significant, more serious 

than an inheritance. Jesus is ready to judge the 
man’s heart. The man is getting far more than he 
bargained for by entering Jesus’ courtroom. 
 
15 And [Jesus] said to them, “Take care, and be 
on your guard against all covetousness, for 
one's life does not consist in the abundance of 
his possessions.” 16 And he told them a 
parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 
produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to 
himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to 
store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: 
I will tear down my barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 
goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you 
have ample goods laid up for many years; 
relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 
 
The other night at our joint Thanksgiving Service, 
Pastor Conner did a phenomenal job reading this 
account. He punctuated the words “I” and “my” 
from the parable; “I will do this.” “I will store all my 
grain and my goods.” 
 
The rich man of the parable has a heart which has 
been deceived into believing that he himself is the 
reason why he possesses what he possesses. 
Everything belongs to him. 
 
But come on! The rich man is a farmer. Any farmer 
reading this knows that you can pump your ground 
with anhydrous, manure, and fungicide with the 
greatest red or green tractor you can purchase, 
but without the gracious intervention of rain on 
your beans or corn your crop is in trouble.  
 
Our hearts deceive us when we come to believe 
that bigger is better and more is ideal is what life 
is all about. We deceive ourselves further when 
we convince ourselves that we are the source of 
what we own. 
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20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your 
soul is required of you, and the things you 
have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is 
the one who lays up treasure for himself and is 
not rich toward God.” 
 
Jesus is saying that this man wanting the family 
inheritance divided up in his favor, could 
experience radical heart decay by taking on the 
inheritance. The more entrenched you are in this 
“this is mine” attitude rots out your core. A dead, 
rotting, sloppy pumpkin is gross. It makes a mess 
when you pick it up. It smells. It really has no 
practical function. Such are our hearts that decay 
from an oversaturation of stuff and foam at the 
mouth for what our neighbor has.  
 
What’s scarier still is how Jesus ended the 
parable. God judged. He classified the man as a 
fool (i.e. a human who, despite his business 
success, lacks good judgment). The punishment 
for the rich man’s imprudence is that his soul is 
required of him. The spirit or soul God placed in 
this rich man has no place in a rotting pumpkin.  
 
The question is, do you have a heart that is 
oversaturated in your stuff? The easiest way to 
figure that out is to check what you daydream. 
When you’re free to relax, where does your mind 
go? Boat. House. Farm. More land. Him. Her. 
Retirement. Success at work.  It’s not that these 
things are bad, but if these are the only things 
you’re living for, you might be walking into what 
Jesus classifies as foolishness. He doesn’t want 
that for you (neither do I). 
 
So, check your daydreaming. You can also lead 
your children away from what the old Church 
called gluttony or greed. Christmas is over. We tell 
ourselves that Jesus is the reason for the season, 
but are our kids seeing it and hearing it – or, just 

hearing it? You have the opportunity to create 
habits that show your kids that all we have is a gift. 
Instill in them habits of giving. Giving is the laxative 
that will free you from the constipation of greed 
because it is reflective of the Great Giver, the 
Father Almighty. Maybe you can do that with your 
kids by: 
 
Gifting back old birthday and Christmas gifts that 
the kids have aged out of to a Good Will type store. 
Gift back 10% of what you spent on Christmas 
gifts. Make it a family activity. You and your kids 
determine how and where to give back.  
 
Keep a change jar in the house. When you reach 
a certain total – determine how you as a family will 
gift a group or another family.  
 
Talk to your kids about your current giving habits. 
This will show them that it’s good to give. They 
look up to you, and they will emulate your habits. 
They can also keep you accountable too; if you 
make reasons as to why you can’t give for the 
sake of others – guess what – they will come up 
with reasons not to demonstrate generosity in their 
own lives. Including your kids in family giving will 
keep you honest; it will also benefit your soul as 
well as theirs. – Pastor Johnson  
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Preschool Praises 
 
Hello Friends! We hope everyone enjoyed their holiday season! The preschool 
room was very active in learning about the holidays. We turned our pumpkin 
patch into a bakery. The kids had fun taking cookie orders, making receipts, 
and packaging orders. The kiddos also got to wrap presents and decorate a 
tree. On December 22 we celebrated with a Jesus Birthday Party. Each 
preschooler brought a gift, and we did a gift exchange. We also decorated and 
ate sugar cookies, watched a movie, and played games.  
 
During December, we worked hard learning new holiday songs. The preschoolers sang to the Ladies Guild on the 
way to chapel, and on December 15th the preschoolers sang before an Advent Service. Due to weather, we didn’t 
get to sing to the whole congregation, but we will in the spring.  
 
We visited Pastor Conner on one Wednesdays for chapel this month. Pastor Conner showed us chrismons on the 
Christmas tree. Each of the chrismons are a Christian symbol and are the colors white and gold. Pastor Conner 
taught us that white represents purity and gold represents Jesus as our King.  
 
This month, we focused on identifying and writing the letters W and J. We are still working on identifying our names 
and the letters in our name, counting, and identifying numbers through 10.  
 
The Zion Preschool thanks you for your ongoing support of our program and for giving us the opportunity to share 
the love of Jesus in word and deed with children and families! Thank you to all our parents for sharing your children 
with us here at Zion, to the congregation for your very generous monetary and supply donations from our Wish 
Wall, and just for thinking and praying about our program. We feel so blessed that we have this available for our 
community. Enjoy the pictures from our month together!  
 
Blessings, 
Miss Shelly and Miss Ashley  
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Spend some time on the next 
couple pages appreciating the 
smiles of these precious young 
people in Zion Lutheran 
Preschool. Through your 
prayers and support, YOU make 
it possible for us to share Jesus 
with every one of them. What a 

privilege. Thank you!   
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12/14/2021:  LeeAnn Musfeldt opened the meeting in the name of the Triune 
God.  There were 8 members, 1 social member and Pastor Johnson.  Pastor 
did not have a devotion but prayed instead for everyone who was going 
through trials.  The secretary’s report for the 11/16/2021 meeting was read 
and one correction was made.  The report was approved as corrected.  The 
treasurer’s report was given showing a balance of $3,186.40.  On 12/1/2021 
after bills were paid there was a balance of $3,116.40.  After all bills were paid 
the checking balance was $3,004.10 minus $72.10 leaving a balance of 
$2,932.00.  The replacement fund balance is $1,021.46.  No bills were 
presented.  Sylvia Saunders moved and Carol Lile seconded to accept the 
treasurer’s report.  The motion passed. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  There were none.  Cathie Segebart passed the Zone e-news around.  There is still a 
need for men’s and women’s new underwear, plus the Zone is still collecting stamps, glasses, pill bottles, etc.  
Cindy Wrucke recently met with other Lutheran workers in the Czech Republic.  They are able to provide support 
to each other.  The quilters are supporting Orphan Grain Train with quilts for an auction. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  LeeAnn received a letter from Max Phillips from the Perry Lutheran Home who is also 
connected to Lutheran Family Services and also Mission Central newsletter.  We received an adoption agreement 
for Cindy Wrucke for this next year.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:  We discussed our mission money given every Christmas.  We are going to give $1,500 this 
year.  LeeAnn gave a list of possible recipients from prior years’ lists.  After discussion we decided to give the 
following funds:  Lutheran Family Services $200, Cindy Wrucke through Mission Central $300, Orphan Grain 
Train $200, the Lutheran Hour $200, the Food Pantry in Manning $100, the Endowment Fund $300, and Camp 
Okoboji $200.  We decided we will give the Child in Haiti through Spencer Owen later next year, either next spring 
or when the school year starts.   
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Cathie Segebart and LeeAnn Musfeldt will put next year’s books together in January.  We will 
fill this year’s Christmas bags today after the meeting.   
 
Bonnie Lorenzen gave Christian Growth on Isaiah 52:1, wake up to the privilege of going to going to church, even 
on Christmas morning or whenever you’re tired.  When we go to church, we put on Jesus who is our strength.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The next meeting is scheduled for January 18, 2022, with Susan Mahnke as hostess.  The 
work committee for January is Carol Lile as Chairperson and Joleen Spies as Co-Chairperson.  The meeting 
closed with the Lord's Prayer. 
 
Susan Mahnke, Secretary 
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National Youth Gathering 

Houston, 2022 

 

We’re excited to announce that we have 25 high schoolers slotted to go to the National Youth Gathering in 
Houston. This is the largest group that’s been sent EVER! The Gathering is a weeklong trip where our students 
get to meet thousands of other LCMS high schoolers and adults from around the country. There’s music, worship, 
education, service opportunities, and games.  
 
If you’ve had the chance to attend one of the national gatherings, you know how formative the experience is. Of 
course, with a big group comes big expenses. From registration to transportation, this is going to be a huge 
financial endeavor. If you want to make a big difference in the spiritual formation of our kids, we’d encourage you 
to give a special gift. Gifts may be turned into offering (just make a memo on your gift) or you can give your gift 
directly to the LYF treasurer, Bary Kienast. Please, help us, help your kids and grandkids form in the Christian 
faith. – Pastor Johnson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Ladies Guild:  
‘GIFT A QUILT’ and Zion 
members have found homes 
for 17 quilts.  Only one remains 
to give away at this time. Thank 
you to everyone for helping the 
gifting! Thank you to Hazel 
Opperman for letting us use 
your yellow rocker and teddy 
bear for display! 
 
More can be made, only 
workers are needed to cut, 
sew, and tie the tops.  We have 
the material, quilt batting and 
backing.  Quilts can be made 
for bigger people too! 
 
Come and join the quilt making. 
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Living in LIGHT--Fellowship Club Updates 
 
Fellowship Club Update 
 
The Zion Fellowship Club will celebrate the Epiphany LIGHT of Jesus at 
their monthly meeting—Monday, January 10 at 1:30. The Fellowship 
Club will also host the post-service congregation fellowship on Sunday, 
January 9. 
 
An Orphan Grain Train clothing collection will be held from January 23-30 with a delivery to the Ida Grove 
warehouse in early February.  Good, clean used clothing (men’s, women’s, children’s) of all sizes and seasons is 
welcome. New underwear, socks, and other personal items are also welcomed. Share this serving opportunity with 
friends and neighbors.  Items can be brought to the Fellowship Hall Quilting Room during the collection week.  A 
spring trip to the Norfolk, Nebraska OGT headquarters is being explored.  Watch for more details on trip date. 
 
Recent Fellowship Club donations included a special gift to two Iowa District West seminary students, support of 
the mission work of Molly Ulrickson, and a gift to the Lutheran Hour Rose Parade float. 

 
Guest are always welcome to join the group in Bible study and service to our congregation and mission to the world.    
Contact Pastor Riggert or Chairman Dennis Backhaus with questions or suggestions.   
 

Trinity’s Servants  
Council    Elders     Trustees     

Chair - Nyle Gruhn  Mike Lorenzen (Head elder) Wyatt Bandow (head Trustee)  
Vice-Chair - Jason Ferry  Scott Lingle    
Treasurer - Bricy Lorenzen  Jerry Brus 
    Marty Bornhoft  
    Nels Olson  
 

Stewardship    Endowment  

Chair - Deb Birks   Chair - Mark Segebart 
 

Weavers    Priscilla Guild   

Chair - Sylvia Bandow  President - Cathie Segebart 
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Facing a Winter of Discontentment 
 

As the excitement of the holidays fade, many are left with memories and a dread 
for the long, winter days ahead. In 2005, a Welsh psychologist announced that he 
had created a formula combining factors such as weather, holiday debt, the 
amount of time elapsed since Christmas and the likelihood of already-abandoned 
New Year’s resolutions to determine the most depressing day of the year.  
 

It turns out that this is the third Monday in January, also known as “Blue Monday.” Is there actual science behind 
this formula? No, but the reality is that this time of the year can be the most depressing. In a year when nothing 
has been “normal,” the longing for traditional celebrations may be especially intense. Not everyone views the 
holidays as a time when all is merry and bright. They can be complicated and painful for many people. For some, 
we may need to find a “new normal.”  
 

When you think about it, January can seem a little grim with less sunlight, the threat of winter storms, the end of 
holiday festivities, and the seemingly endless commercials for diets and exercise equipment. Spring seems so far 
away. We often wonder, will this season ever end.  
 

For some, the winter months bring symptoms that are commonly referred to as Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD). 
The group of symptoms is often related to the shorter days and less sunlight. Some of the symptoms include 
increased sleeping, fatigue, increased or decreased appetite, increased in chronic pain, and difficulty 
concentrating.  
 

We cannot change the weather or the amount of daylight, so it is important to control those things you can in your 
life. Take a break from the news. It is important to minimize the stress, sadness, and despair from watching news 
programs. If possible, allow yourself one hour to view the news and then change the channel to a movie or 
television program that you enjoy watching.  
 

Falling into a routine of snacking on junk foods may be a part of those long winter days. Consuming protein with 
breakfast, lunch, and supper can enhance mood and prevent sugar and carb cravings later in the day. Also 
including foods high in vitamin D such as vitamin D fortified milk, orange juice, breakfast cereals, yogurt, and other 
food sources can help balance mood.  
 

Maintaining your sleep routine is important to maintain your cortisol levels and hormone production. You should 
try to go to bed at the same time and wake at the same time and follow the same simple bedtime routine. Try to 
avoid using electronics in your bedroom. This stimulation may make it difficult for you to fall asleep and maintain 
good rest during the sleep cycle.  
 

Loneliness and isolation tend to make the effects of the winter months worse. Keep in contact with your support 
system, whoever that may be. Calling on those support persons will give you the boost that you may need when 
you are not able to get out and socialize. If you feel like the interventions are not providing enough relief, consider 
seeking professional help. You can contact your Primary Care Provider or contact Senior Life Solutions for 
support. Brighter days are ahead.  
 
Janet Brus, RN   
Psychiatric Medical Care / Manning Regional Healthcare Center 
Program Director – Senior Life Solutions 
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Introducing Rev. Mark and Megan Mantey 

Serving in Uganda 

Rev. Mark and Megan Mantey 
Serving in Uganda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In our last newsletter, we shared that Uganda went into another lockdown and 
that churches and schools closed. Thankfully, the country has re-opened. 
Churches are gathering again, and the seminary started the 2021-2022 school 
year in October.  
 
Since then, our focus has been on teaching, administering, mentoring, and 
helping at the seminary. For our roles in Uganda, many of our responsibilities are 
walking alongside the LCU in our daily lives together. This means we are present 
for both the joys and challenges.  
 
We recognize the challenges as elementary-high schools start again in January. 
Many of the Lutheran churches have Lutheran schools attached. Covid-19 has 
also affected seminary student recruitment. Pray that teachers and students can 
return to schools. Please also pray for patience as students focus on learning 
again after nearly a two year hiatus.  
 
The joys of resuming seminary classes and worship are apparent. We missed the students! We missed gathering 
together with the people at church! Seeing returning students and greeting one another with big smiles was a great 
reminder of why we are here. It is also a joy to welcome new students to the Lutheran Theological College Uganda 
(LTCU) as they begin their seminary journey. The first year of seminary is exciting, nerve-wracking, and challenging. 
We are grateful to walk alongside the new students and encourage them to learn and study.  
 
Additionally, we have witnessed over 20 baptisms of all ages in the past two weeks! We praise God for the local 
pastors sharing the Word of the Lord so that people can hear and believe. We celebrate that churches opened, 
pastors and leaders are evangelizing, and people learn more about Jesus Christ every day. We are thankful for the 
work of the church! 
 

Rev. Benard Mwesigwa baptizes 
a teenager at Nakabango 

Lutheran Church 
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As the lockdown in Uganda has eased, we praise God as we seek new 
normals. We are thankful we have been able to resume our daily work 
supporting the Lutheran Church of Uganda. One of our favorite ways to do this 
is by attending local church services in neighboring villages to help celebrate 
when people are baptized or confirmed. Few situations on earth are more joy-
filled than baptisms in the Lutheran Church of Uganda! There is much 
celebration, clapping, singing, and dancing as each person is adopted into 
God’s family through Holy Baptism. We praise God for these moments.  
 

We recently were also able to attend an Introduction. An Introduction is a 
cultural wedding where the bride/ bride-to-be introduces the husband/ 
husband-to-be to her family. Of course, there is much cause for 
celebration as families unite and welcome and support one another. 
Dancing, festivities, and friends and family are joining from different parts 
of the country, and the world came together for this celebration. 
Introductions share how the families and friends will support the couple 
as they plan to begin their lives together.  
 

LCMS MISSIONARY RETREAT  
Another reason to celebrate is that our field could gather together for our retreat. We had not been able to meet 
since 2019. Since that time, some missionaries had retired, new missionaries had come on the mission field, and 
others had experienced hardships. Retreat allowed us to reconnect, worship together and encourage one another. 
We are grateful. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Introducing Rev. Mark and Megan Mantey 

Serving in Uganda 

Rev. Mark and Megan Mantey 
Serving in Uganda 

We recently attended an Introduction. 
Megan wore a traditional dress called 

a gomasi. Mark wore a traditional 
shirt, called a kanzu. 

 

 

 

 

 

Introducing Rev. Mark and Megan Mantey 

Please Pray For:  

 Health and safety as we serve 

 The LCU pastors, seminary students, evangelists, and deaconesses as they share the Word of the Lord with 
their communities 

 

Give Thanks for:  

 Those who were adopted into God’s family through the waters of Holy Baptism 

 Those who affirmed their Christian faith through Confirmation 
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Amigos en Cristo 
     News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cristo:  

Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church  
 Pastor Pedro Lopez, Denison, Iowa   January 2021 

 November and December months were such a blessing. On 
November 13, I had the opportunity to participate at the IOWAY 
Banquet as one of the speakers. I shared information about 
Hispanic Ministry in Iowa District West. Several members of 
Amigos en Cristo were able to join us. Thanks to the ministry of 
IOWAY, we were able to distribute many winter hats, Gracias Ellie 

Menz and IOWAY volunteers! 

Church people celebrated my 
birthday after our worship 
service and again during our 
Wednesday Bible study in Storm 

Lake with cake and good food. 

I was privileged to be part of 
chapel at Zion-Denison 
proclaiming and praising our 
Lord Jesus in a bilingual 
mode! I also met Pastor 
Roehrig from Saint Paul 
(Carroll) and new people in 
the Harlan and Carroll areas 
for possible future 
ministries. What a privilege! 

Rev. Pedro Lopez  
Assistant to the President  

Missionary at Large  
pedro@iowadistrictwest.org  

571-606-7600 (cell) 

We had a great time as we gathered on different days to celebrate our Mexican / Hispanic Tradition of “Las Posadas.” 
Las Posadas are well known throughout Mexico and the Southwest United States. Las Posadas means “inn/lodging,” 
literally a place where one can posar (rest). They are held each day between December 16 and 24. They are a 
celebration full of joy. In this celebration, people representing Mary and Joseph take part in a procession that goes 
from door to door guided by the angel seeking posada, or lodging. The traditional song of Las Posadas is a series of 
responsive verses sung between a group of pilgrims asking for lodging and innkeepers turning them away. Finally, 
after several stops, the innkeepers realize who is asking for lodging and welcome them in with open arms. All those 
in the procession enter the house or church and then enjoy a time of food, refreshments and if there is a way, also 
have a pinata. Amigos en Cristo and Gracia have adjusted this event a little. We have families that offer their house 
for congregation and friends to come and enjoy La Posada. It is a great time to invite those who do not attend church. 

We have the singing and before enjoying traditional food, we have a time of prayer and a short sermon. 

Plans for the New Year include providing ESL and 
Citizenship classes. I am looking for volunteers. 
Please feel free to get in contact with me to be 
part of this great Hispanic outreach. Gracias to all 
congregations and individuals making this a 
reality. With God everything is possible! Let us 
pray together for the growth of our Hispanic 
ministries and our outreach efforts to bring as 
many people as possible to the Lord’s kingdom. 
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Glimpses of a Living Congregation!   

Zion family and friends enjoy supper together 

after Midweek Advent worship.   

Madilyn D. independently 
gets her own supper  

(crackers and a cookie). Zion Preschoolers sing their Christmas songs 

for the Ladies Guild.  

Zion Preschoolers gaze at the baby Jesus as 

they hear the Christmas story.   
Members of the Praise Team 

rehearse for Zion’s Advent Concert.  
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Zion’s Servants  
Council   Elders    Trustees      

Chair: Jeff Hargens   Paul Christensen (chair)   Kyle Arp (Head Trustee)     
Vice-chair: Bary Kienast   Dan Stribe   Tyler Bruch      
Secretary: Sonia Nulle   Nate Blackford    Isaac Grabill      
Treasurer: Shannon Walters  Tim Kienast    Ben Lorenzen      
Financial Sec: Barb Page   Bob Genzen    Nate Jensen      
CFO: Andrew Puck  Mike Gore         
    Eric Ramsey           

Deacons   Board of Education   Altar Guild     

Larry Mahnke (Head Deacon)  Joni Kienast (Chair)  Monica Christensen (Chair)   
Neil Hass    Shelly Gruhn (SS super.)  Connie Ahrendsen     
Richard Zinke    Robin Heaton (SS Asst. sup.) Laurene Meeves      
Jason Kienast    Kathy Vollstedt    Audrey Roe      
John Lorenzen    Holly Borkowski    Nancy Opperman     
Ben Booth   Casie Eischeid    Sheryl Zinke 

Jessie Blackford    Jessie Blackford  
Sonia Nulle   
Joelle Puck  
Dean Hoffman  

Mission Board    Safety and Security  Choir / Praise Team  

Jean Hargens (Chair)  Jen Morris (Chair)  Dr. Tom Ulrickson (Director)  
Bev Grundmeier   Kyle Arp 
Gary Schroeder   Shelly Gruhn 
Lynn Kruse   Gary Witt 
Warren Puck   Chris Greving 
Casie Eischeid 
Rev. Vogel 
Paula Vogel  
 
      

Please consider making a special gift to 
the roof or to other ongoing and 
upcoming mission and ministry 
expenses at Zion, including technology 
and facility needs. Ask in the office for a 
detailed list of giving opportunities.  

Thank you for your partnership!   

42% 

$105,972 
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Please Note! All times and events are subject to change 
 
 
January 9 How Did We Get the Bible? and Can We Trust It? 
 Zion Family Bible Class (after worship) 
 
 
January 9 Family and Friends Bowling at L & M in Manning  
 (1:00 – 3:00 p.m.)  
 
 
January 9 Smart Money Smart Kids at Zion  
 (6:30 – 8:00 p.m.) 
 
 
January 20  Thursday afternoon Communion Service at Zion  

(1:30 p.m.)  
 
 
January 23 Celebration of Generations Sunday at Zion  
 
 
January 26 Confirmation Discipling Event (Can We Trust the Bible?) 
 (6:00 p.m.) 
 
 
February 27 Family and Friends Game Day at Zion  
 (3:00 – 5:00 / Pizza at 5:00) 
 
 
March 2 Ash Wednesday  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discipling 
Event 
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Louise Kinnan (Darlene Asmus’ sister), Justeen Schwieso, Nancy 
Grimm, Julie Weller, Jeanne Gruhn, Sherri Steffes, Jim Deevers, Rick 
Spack, John Sonnichsen (Bobby Doyel’s Brother in law), Gage Carlson 
(great grandson of Russ and Virginia Mohr), David Bohlmann, Patty 
Meeves (Laurene’s daughter in law), Leggy Thomson, Virgene Kroeger, 
Janet Smith, Gene Mahnke, Nina Pratt, Janice Monson, Annette 
Hilsabeck, Darlene Asmus, Amy Benton, Pastor Johnson, Jay Coon 
(Karl Rutz’s brother in law) 

 

In Our Prayers  

January Birthdays and Anniversaries @ Zion & Trinity 

1 Nancy Kremin (T) 
   Greg Neumann 
2. Jennifer Morris 
    Joel Musfeldt 
    Alex Ranniger 
    Ryan Riesberg 
    Rachel Winter 
3.  Violet Schroeder (T) 
4.  Alexis Dawson 
     Cobie Jahn (T) 
      Karen Kienast 
      Caitlin Lahr (T) 
5.  Kyle Lohrmann 
6.  Sylvia Bandow (T) 
     Jeanette Ferry (T) 
     Dawn Ketchum 
     Bennett Stribe 
7.  Sandy Hanson (T) 
     Cheryl Lahr (T) 
8.  Leo Ertz (T) 
     Amy Hansen 
     Easton Hass 
9.   Bode England 
11. Amy Benton 
      Bev Woebke (T) 
12. Ben Lingle (T) 
      Riley Miller 
      Jacki Nusbaum 
      John Opperman 
      Terry Segebart (T) 
14. Kamryn Lesle 
      David Page 
15. Kari Deal 
      Kenneth Eischeid 
      Jaclyn Garrison  
     Colene Lohrmann       
16. Chase Alexander 
      Mike Kuchel 
      Jenna Soll 
      Payton Vonnahme 
      Shona Weitl 

 

17.  Kevin Grimm 
       Harper Potthoff 
       Jack Sanford 
18. Paul Christensen 
      Sarah Gruhn 
      Sara Kobus 
      Brian Lamp 
      Noah Martin 
      Sonia Nulle 
      Blake Nusbaum 
19. David Bohlmann 
     Joe Karsten  
      Cynthia Ranniger 
      Jessa Wiig 
20.  Johnathan Lueth (T) 
22. Crystal Dreher 
      Bryce Mohr 
      Gary Schroeder 
      Zadey Schumann (T) 
      Stephanie Winter 
23. Eris Christensen  
      Charley Lueth (T) 
25. Lucas Borkowski 
      Robin Heaton 
     Tabitha Kuchel 
      William Weitl 
27. Marshall Hansen  
      Deb Knueven 
28. Riley Adams 
      Kelly Ceminski 
      Karen Joens 
      Eugene Mahnke 
       Kemper Nelson 
29. Mary Greving 
      Stacie Nelson 
      Robert Riggert 
30. Michael Frank 
31. Grant Behrens 

 

Anniversaries  Birthdays   (T = Trinity) 
1. Kyle & Jill Arp 
     Stanley & Lori Musfeldt 
6.  Mike & Judy Jacobsen 
8. Rodney & Kristin Backhaus 
9. Curits & Nancy Grimm 
18. Bill & Carol Ann Joens (T) 

 

Baptism: 
Dacia Judith Stoeckel; daughter of Aharon and Allaetra (nee: 
Jacobsen) Stoeckel, 12.26.21; Pastor Jonathan Conner 
 

Funeral 
Curtis Dean Weems; Died 11.11.21; Funeral 12.3.21 Pastor 
Jonathan Conner and Pastor Robert Riggert 
 

Danny Lee Peters; Died 12.9.21; Funeral 12.14.21; Pastor 
Jonathan Conner 
 

Robert Lewis Hagedorn; Died 12.13.21, Funeral 12.17.21; 
Pastor Jonathan Conner 
 

Dorothy Clara Mae (nee: Ehrichs) Kusel; Died 12.18.21; Funeral 
12.22.21; Pastor Jonathan Conner 
  

Marion Rebecca (nee: Jochimsen) Ream; Died 12.20.21; 
Funeral 12.28.21; Pastor Jonathan Conner 
 

Transferred In: 
Jim, Lori, & Grace Asmus, from Zion, Denison, IA, 12.16.20 
 
 

Official Acts 

If we missed or 
misspelled your 

name, please 
inform the church 

office. 

 


