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We are a people who struggles with solemnity and 
reflective thought. A constant media stream of 
talking heads, virtual pleasures, and intoxicating 
entertainments invite us to jet ski over the ocean 
depths of life. But then Lent comes. Lent calls us to 
stop our frenetic, inch-deep jet skiing and reflect 
upon the solemnity of the season.  
 

On the far side of Lent a great celebration awaits – 
Easter. But on the near side stands a cross. Lent 
forces us to look at the cross. Jesus Christ hangs on 
it – bloody, bruised, beaten, and pierced. Why?  
 

The great Lutheran hymn writer Paul Gerhardt asked 
this question in his hymn Upon the Cross Extended: 
“Who is it, Lord, that bruised You? Who has so sore 
abused You and caused You all Your woe?” But He 
knows the answer: “We all must make confession Of 
sin and dire transgression While You no ways of evil 
know.”  
 

Gerhardt owns his sin in the next verse: “I caused 
Your grief and sighing By evils multiplying As 
countless as the sands. I caused the woes 
unnumbered With which Your soul is cumbered, 
Your sorrows raised by wicked hands.”  
 

Lent forces us to see the blood on our wicked hands 
and calls us to confession. We stand guilty. This is 
no small matter. We stand guilty before a holy and 
righteous God, a perfect Judge who will not be 
deceived by clever justifications, pathetic excuses, 
or diversionary blaming. He sees our hearts, our 
deeds, and our motives with perfect, penetrating 
vision.  
 

And the cross is what He thinks of it. The hymn writer 
Thomas Kelly captured this reality in verse three of 
Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted: “Ye who think of sin 
but lightly Nor suppose the evil great Here may view 
its nature rightly, Here its guilt may estimate. Mark 
the sacrifice appointed, See who bears the awful 
load; ’Tis the Word, the Lord’s anointed, Son of Man 
and Son of God.” The cross is what God thinks of 
sin: it deserves death.  

 

But astonishingly, Christ stands in our stead and dies 
the death we deserve. Bernard of Clairvaux, writing 
nearly 1,000 years ago, captured this wonder in his 
hymn O Sacred Head, Now Wounded: “What Thou, 
my Lord, hast suffered Was all for sinners’ gain; 
Mine, mine was the transgression, But Thine the 
deadly pain. Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ’Tis I deserve 
Thy place; Look on me with Thy favor, And grant to 
me Thy grace.”  
 

Christ hangs. We don’t. God has mercy on us by 
pouring His wrath on Christ.  
 

Lent is the preparation for this event. Lent calls us to 
reflect, to search our souls for the sin that we have 
hidden in the cellars of our heart. It must be named. 
It must be exposed. It must go. This is why Lent is 
sometimes referred to as “the solemn season.” Sin 
is a matter of great solemnity. For this reason we 
bury our alleluias and dampen our joy during Lent. 
Easter will come, our alleluias will be resurrected, 
and our joy will be restored – but first, the cross.   
 

An 11th century hymn, Alleluia, Song of Gladness, 
which we sing just before Lent, expresses this 
reality: “Alleluia cannot always Be our song while 
here below; Alleluia, our transgressions Make us for 
a while forgo; For the solemn time is coming When 
our tears for sin must flow.”  
 

But even in the midst of our sin-sorrowed tears we 
cling to the joyful hope of Easter. Our last words 
befoe entering Lent echo in verse four of the 
aforementioned hymn: “Therefore in our hymns we 
pray Thee, Grant us blessed Trinity, At the last to 
keep Thine Easter With Thy faithful saints on high; 
There to Thee forever singing Alleluia joyfully.”  
 

Lent begins February 18th. The solemn time is 
coming. May we appreciate the significance of its 
solemnity, rightly repent of our sins, and look with 
joyful hope to Easter. – Pastor Conner  
 

 
 
 

The Time is Coming 
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Pastor Martin Luther 
wrote to an old 
general. The general’s 
conscience was on 
edge. He wondered 
whether or not he 
could experience 
Christian salvation 
since he had killed and 
ordered others to kill 
throughout his career.  

 

Luther’s response can be summed up simply: yes, 
soldiers can be saved. Why? Because they serve 
as an instrument of God’s working in the world 
against evil. That’s the simple answer without 
going into the nuances of what constitute a just or 
right war.  
 

In his response to the general, however, Luther 
discourages people from dismantling, 
assassinating, or forcefully replacing those in 
authority. In other words, Luther frowns upon 
efforts where people/citizens execute war on the 
governing authority for the purposes of 
transforming the sitting authority.  
 
You’ll recall that in the 1500s voting was not a 
thing. A Holy Roman Emperor ruled over the 
Catholic Empire of Europe, and princes ruled 
smaller regions on behalf of the Emperor. Citizens 
did not vote for the Emperor; the Emperor 
ascended to power due to his family genealogy. 
Without the coercive power of voting, some 
attempted or dreamed of coercion by force. Kill the 
local prince or, maybe, even the Emperor.  
 
Unsurprisingly, in Luther’s day some were not 
impressed by the rulers. Some even went so far 
as to classify their rulers as tyrants, wishing to end 
their reign even by means of force.  

                                           
1 Martin Luther, Luther’s Works v. 46. 

 
I don’t think it is much of a stretch to say we live 
with the same, if not greater, level of 
discontentment. To be overly simplistic, liberals 
tire of conservative leadership; conservatives tire 
of liberal leadership. Whichever side finds 
themselves on the losing side dreams of midterms 
or general elections. We may even salivate over 
filibusters, impeachments, removals, or even 
insurrection. Much like peasants from 500 years 
ago, we assume that we will only be happy so long 
as the right leaders exercise authority.  
 
But Luther offers some good advice in response to 
the general: “There is as great a difference 
between changing a government and improving it 
as the distance from heaven to earth.”1 He goes 
on, “It is easy to change a government, but it is 
difficult to get one that is better, and the danger is 
that you will not.” Luther asks, “Why [is that the 
case]? Because it is not in our will or power, but 
only in the will and the hand of God.” 
 
Living in a democratic-republic allows law-abiding 
citizens to exercise authority via voting. The 
problem, however, with democracy is that we 
convince ourselves that we are the source of 
government. That’s why we get all bent out of 
shape when our political party of choice loses the 
opportunity to rule; it’s why we watch or listen to 
endless interviews and podcasts concerning 
politics; it’s why we’re generally unhappy people 
and nobody wants to bring up the ‘P’ word around 
you.  
 
Christian orthodoxy has asserted to the contrary 
that God is the source of government. The Apostle 
Paul writes: “For there is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have been instituted by 
God.” Luther questions our ability to circumvent 
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coercively God’s establishment of rulers. Do we 
think we can really do a better job than God? Even 
when lousy rulers arise, God can manage 
authorities: “God has still another way to punish 
rulers, so that there is no need for you to avenge 
yourselves. He can raise up foreign rulers, as he 
raised up the Goths against the Romans, the 
Assyrians against the Jews, etc.”  
 
Luther asserts that our irritation and hatred 
concerning partisan politics rarely leads to the 
change we desire. “The mad mob, however, is not 
so much interested in how things can be 
improved, but only things be changed. Then if 
things are worse, they will want something still 
different. Thus they get bumblebees instead of 
flies, and in the end they get hornets instead of 
bumblebees.” Human history depicts a wide 
assortment of moments where rebels, 
insurrectionists, and dissenters created a toxic 
sludge environment that was far worse than what 
was experienced before the transition of power 
(e.g. French Revolution).   
 
So where does this leave us? I think Luther 
challenges us to demonstrate faith in a couple of 
ways. 
 
Calm down – we can lower our blood pressure 
when it comes to politics. Democracy requires us 
to participate; voting and preparing to vote is a 
vocational responsibility. We take that seriously. 
But vocations are simply an extension of the One 
who is truly in charge. The consent of the 
governed do not overshadow the Maker of 
Heaven and Earth – the One who made a 
shepherd boy named David king and drowned a 
Pharoah in the Red Sea. The movement of the 
faithful is to take their partisan party far less 
seriously than they take their God.  
 

Cherish your body and cherish your soul. The 
political and cultural environment we find 
ourselves in would convince us that we are simply 
material beings. We are our bodies and that’s 
about it. But Christian orthodoxy asserts 
otherwise. We are body and soul or what we might 
call spirit. Our spirit animates our bodies. The 
body and spirit that makes you, you, are 
threatened and decayed by sin, death, and the 
devil. While governments may kill bodies, “they 
cannot hurt your soul.” Luther continues, “and they 
do themselves more harm than they do you 
because they damn their own souls….” One of the 
reasons we get all bent out of shape over partisan 
politics is because we buy into the accepted 
cultural anthropology of our day that man is simply 
a bunch of cells. We daydream insurrection and 
coercion when our preferred policies are in 
jeopardy. Why? Because the social security, 
disability, loan forgiveness, tax cut, or 
overspending policies threaten the comfortability 
of our bodies. Fixating solely on the destiny of our 
bodies fails to appreciate the fullness of who we 
are as humans. This fixation will make us cowardly 
or as Luther puts it, mob like, rather than 
courageous. Christians of old were able to face 
bonfires and lions while demonstrating civil 
obedience because they knew the truth: their 
souls remained untouched by the governing 
authority. Luther believes that Christians can 
demonstrate virtues over vices, courage over fear 
despite the ineptitude or the downright evil of a 
region’s ruler. But those virtues hinge on the 
acknowledgement that man is more than just flesh 
and bones; he is spirit too.  
 
To sum Luther up, we fool ourselves if we think we 
can forcefully eliminate and replace governing 
authorities. God remains the source of 
government, and maybe – just maybe – He has a 
superior perspective on how human history is 
unfolding than we do. – Pastor Johnson  
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Messing with Truth: The Non-
Neutrality of Our Media and the Call 

for Wisdom 
 
This article is about 
media and how they 
mess with truth, but 
not in the way you 
probably think. We 
are accustomed to 
equating media with 

Fox or CNN, and while that is one meaning of the 
word media (and they most certainly do mess with 
truth!), that’s not the sense in which I’m using the 
word in this article. I have in mind the more basic 
meaning of the word. Media, the plural of medium, 
are means of effecting or conveying something. In 
this article I want us to consider the media (or 
mediums) through which our culture conveys truth 
to us (at the end we’ll consider how God conveys 
truth). This would include our TVs, our 
smartphones, and things like Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter. These are all mediums 
through which our culture conveys information 
(more specifically: truth claims about reality) – and 
every one of them messes with truth.  
 
In the mid-1900s Marshall McLuhan (and Neil 
Postman after him in the late 1900s) famously 
intoned, “The medium is the message.” Both 
perceived that the medium through which 
information is communicated changes the way 
truth is told. It changes the way reality is 
conceptualized. That means the medium has 
great power to shape our perception of reality. And 
that means, if we are to heed the Biblical call to 
practice wisdom, that we need to pay attention to 
the mediums through which truth is being told – 
they aren’t neutral.  
 

To be more explicit: Our TVs and smartphones 
aren’t neutral. Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter 
aren’t neutral. And here we’re not even talking 
about the viewpoint biases being exercised by the 
people who run these companies; we’re talking 
about the very medium itself and the way it 
influences the way we perceive reality, the 
message it is telling us about reality. These 
mediums are not neutral; they mess with truth.   
 
Let us then bring wisdom to bear on the mediums 
through which we are regularly viewing reality. 
What are they saying to us about reality, and is 
what they’re saying true? To be clear, what we’re 
doing here is practicing the Biblical call to 
discernment. If you care about truth, you must 
care about the mediums through which truth is 
communicated.    
 
TV 
 
We begin with television. For a moment, set aside 
the content being communicated through 
television and ask yourself what the medium itself 
is saying to us about truth and reality. How is the 
medium itself messing with the truth?  
 
Television communicates that truth and reality are 
non-linear. They are not coherent. One moment 
you’re watching a report on a humanitarian crisis 
in Pakistan (a report that cannot exceed two 
minutes lest you be tempted to change the 
channel) and the next you’re watching a creepy, 
oversized, plastic-headed royal burger man trying 
to convince you to eat at Burger King. Both are 
presented as equally important and worthy of your 
attention.  
 
Further, order, sequence, deduction, and non-
contradiction are not a priority; feelings and 
emotions are. As such, television does not teach 
us to think in language; it lures us to feel in 
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pictures. With its rapid-fire imagery (with the 
average shot length being under ten seconds!) 
and never-ceasing information stream, television 
is an enemy of deep thought and reflection. By its 
very nature it does not encourage us to ask, “Is 
what I’m seeing true and worthy of prolonged 
thought?” but rather “Is what I’m seeing engaging 
and emotionally entertaining, moving, or 
upsetting? Does it hold my attention?”  
 
Television further teaches us that everything is 
happening at once as multiple highly truncated 
stories and heavily edited images are crammed 
into 30 minutes or an hour. Before we even 
consider the content being communicated through 
television (addressing this would require a 
different article!), we must bring wisdom to bear 
and acknowledge that television is not neutral. It 
messes with truth and colors the way we perceive 
reality. We must train ourselves to ask, “Is this 
medium telling the truth about the way reality is?”  
 
Facebook 
 
As with television, set aside for a moment the 
content being communicated through Facebook 
(although, like television, there is exceeding cause 
for concern!), and ask what the medium itself is 
saying about truth and reality. What is it claiming 
about your life? Your life needs to be displayed. 
Your edited snapshots and videos need to be 
posted for your “friends” to view and to like. And 
being a “friend” means looking at and liking 
people’s edited pics and vids and having them 
look at and like yours.2  
 
Do you think this medium is telling the truth about 
reality? Or do you think the medium is messing 
with the truth? Does our life need to be displayed 
to have worth? Is Facebook telling the truth about 

                                           
2 See Johann Hari’s book Stolen Focus (84).  

friendship? Can friendship be reduced to viewing 
2D images and a thumbs up or an emoticon or 
does friendship involve something deeper? Does 
not friendship entail the ability to look into 
another’s eyes, the window of the soul, and 
experience three dimensional connection? And 
isn’t life bigger than a public display?  
 
Instagram  
 
Instagram is probably even more explicitly about 
edited images than Facebook, as the overarching 
message seems to be: The really important thing 
is how you look on the outside and whether people 
like how you look on the outside. Do you think this 
medium is telling the truth about reality? Or do you 
think it’s messing with the truth? And is the truth 
it’s communicating edifying us as a people? Is the 
truth it’s communicating giving us a deeper 
understanding of reality and a fuller understanding 
of what it means to be human or is it peddling a 
deceptive counterfeit? Might the data pointing to a 
precipitous rise in anxiety, depression, loneliness, 
self-harm, suicide ideation, and general 
unhappiness since the widespread adoption of 
social media help provide an answer?   
 
Twitter 
 
What about Twitter? Yes, Elon Musk now owns it 
and he’s been messing with Twitter’s policies and 
biases, but what does the medium itself say about 
truth and reality? Is it not saying that we shouldn’t 
give any one topic prolonged thought?  Does it not 
say that the world can be interpreted and 
understood quickly and confidently?  And isn’t it 
saying that the really important thing is getting 
people to retweet your witty, confident, incredibly 
short statement?3    
 

3 See Johann Hari’s book Stolen Focus (84).  
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Does this accurately reflect reality? Is a retweet 
our highest goal? Is prolonged and focused 
thought pointless? Is truth something that can be 
easily and consistently captured in 280 words or 
fewer?4 Does the medium of Twitter help us tell 
truth and communicate reality as it is? Is it making 
us wiser and more thoughtful as a people? Does 
it contribute to nuanced thinking and careful 
consideration or is it stoking all-or-nothing thinking 
and ideological polarization?  
 
What about TikTok or Snapchat or BeReal? How 
do they mess with truth? What claims are they 
making about reality? What we must understand 
is the point we first made: media aren’t neutral, 
but media mess with the truth. The media 
(mediums) through which we consume truth 
shape and color the way truth is told. To be 
discerning people, as Scripture calls us to be, we 
must relentlessly ask whether a medium is helping 
us see reality as it is or whether it is distorting it in 
some way.   
 
The Way God Tells Truth  
 
Of course, this assumes we have first understood 
reality as it is. And to do that we must listen well to 
the Author of reality as He defines reality. In this 
article I’ll simply make a few basic points to 
illustrate what I mean. First, we are creatures. 
Another way of putting this is to say: we are 
effects. We are contingent beings. There are 
many different ways to make this point (and they 
all call for deep reflection), but the truth remains 
the same: We did not make ourselves. We do not 
define reality. We are not in charge. We have a 
Creator and we are accountable to Him. 
Assertions of self-sovereignty or individual 

                                           
4 Capturing truth in pithy statements is possible – 
consider the proverbs in Scripture – but these pithy 

autonomy are misleading and contribute to false 
beliefs about ourselves and about reality.  
 
Second, God tells truth in creation, in a story 
(recorded in Scripture), and in a Person. Each of 
these insights is filled with deep significance and 
major implications for our lives. To know truth 
requires a deep appreciation for the nature of 
creation (i.e. the fixedness of male and female, 
identity’s connection to biology, and the creational 
nature of marriage). It requires studying the story 
(i.e. understanding the inward bent of fallen man, 
the in-born desire for self-exaltation, and the 
twisted infatuation with substitute sacreds that, 
like cotton candy, are instantly sweet, but 
ultimately empty). And it requires listening to the 
incarnate God, Jesus, as He exposes the upside-
down nature of our world that is standing at odds 
with His right-side-up Kingdom and as He calls us 
to repent of the world’s false and misleading ways 
of telling truth in order to receive the Kingdom. 
 
But to return to the point at the beginning of the 
last paragraph: God tells truth in creation, in a 
story (recorded in Scripture), and in a Person. 
These are God’s mediums. These are the ways 
God tells truth. Does this mean other mediums 
can’t communicate truth? No. What it means is 
that we need to pay attention. Media aren’t 
neutral. They mess with the truth. To exercise 
Godly wisdom and to see reality as it is, we must 
learn to hear God tell truth first and then exercise 
discernment as we interact with the world’s 
mediums for telling truth. Want to talk more about 
this? Call/email/text or stop in and let’s talk! – 
Pastor Conner    
 
 
  

thoughts reflect deep and prolonged meditation and 
invite readers to reflect, not to react.  
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A few years back, Trinity embarked on the Red Letter 
Challenge – focusing on the words of Jesus. For Lent this 
year, we pick up another resource by the makers of the Red 
Letter Challenge. The Forgiving Challenge will equip you to 
acknowledge sin in your own life, receive the forgiveness of 
Jesus, and challenge you to forgive the people in your life 
who have hurt you.  
 
There is a book companion that features a daily meditation. 
We have 50 copies. Zion and Trinity members are welcome 
to pick up a copy on Ash Wednesday (or thereafter). Copies 
are available on a first come, first serve basis.  
 
Trinity will host a meal at 5:30pm and a service at 6:30pm 
throughout Lent. No meal will be served on Ash Wednesday.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Services begin at 5:45 
with supper following.  



11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fellowship Club Update 
 
Fellowship Club and MISSIONS 
Mission outreach is a primary focus of the Fellowship Club.  The group began as a Lutheran Hour Ministries affiliate 
and continues that support. Orphan Grain Train receives support through clothing drive collections and financial 
donations. Thank you to Zion members and the community for your most recent donations. 
 

The Garuna Mission  
Monday, February 13 at 1:30 p.m. the Fellowship Club will meet to learn about a relatively NEW MISSION FIELD. 
Warren Puck will share information about the Garuna Mission of Southeast Asia.  The region (Thailand, Cambodia, 
and surrounding countries) has a population of over 500 million with only 2% Christian.  As a mission partner of the 
Lutheran church, Garuna shares the love of Jesus by constructing and staffing Christian school ministries and planting 
churches from those ministries. The mission presently includes 7 schools with more in the advanced planning stage. 
More than 250 children have already been baptized through the school mission. Warren has been privileged to be a 
member of the Garuna Foundation Board of Directors.   Come learn more about this mission field.     
 

Crossroads of Crawford County 
Last fall the Fellowship Club heard from Janette Clausen about the local LIFE mission of Crossroads of Crawford 
County.  Crossroads provides life-saving and life-enriching pregnancy counseling. The annual Crossroads banquet will 
be held on Tuesday, March 7 in Denison.  Guest speaker will be Debra Moerke, author of Murder, Motherhood, and 
Miraculous Grace. It will be an inspirational and educational event.  Contact Pastor Bob and Diane Riggert for banquet 
tickets or more information.    
 
 
 

Zion Library News 

Check It Out 
 

The Beginning of the End of Abortion  
by Shawn Carney (co-founder and CEO of 40 Days for Life) 

 

The foreward for this book was written by Sue Thayer (former Planned Parenthood 
Center Manager in Storm Lake, and former 40 Days for Life Campaign Leader)  
 

This book contains true stories of how prayer saves lives, changes hearts, and transforms communities.  Each chapter 
gives an account of how lives were changed as a result of 40 Days for Life vigils. The book will take you through a 
wide range of emotions and open your eyes to the reality of the trauma of abortion (to patients, doctors, and families). 
The book may inspire you to join the 40 Days for Life Campaign. 
 

40 Days for Life is an international organization that campaigns against abortion in more than 60 nations worldwide.  It 
was started in 2004, and refers to a repeated pattern of events lasting for 40 days in the Bible, such as Noah’s Ark, 
Moses’ 40 days on Mount Sinai, and Jesus’ 40 days in the desert.  It usually consists of 40 days of prayer and fasting 
in shifts outside of clinics that perform abortions, and take place twice a year during Lent and in the fall.  It is meant to 
be a peaceful outreach to promote awareness about abortion to the community and directly to women considering 
abortion. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about 40 Days for Life or joining a Pro Life group there are active groups in both 
Crawford and Carroll County that meet monthly. 
 

Reviewed by Sandra Sextro (Church Librarian) 
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Woke Social Justice’s Devilish 
Redefinition of Greed and the Call 
for Wisdom in Getting Definitions 
Right 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greed. We all know it’s bad. As Christians, we 
identify it as sin. But this word, like so many other 
words today (i.e., love, justice, tolerance, racism, 
and so many more), has, at the hands of a woke 
social justice ideology, died the death of what C.S. 
Lewis called verbicide. Verbicide, you may recall 
from previous articles (see the February 2022 
newsletter at www.zionmanning.com; click on 
newsletters), is the murder of words. And sinful 
man is a serial word murderer. Why? Because 
words (especially the ones just listed) threaten to 
expose his sinful heart even as they prevent him 
from claiming sovereignty over reality. In this 
article we’re focusing on one example: greed. 
 
As seen in the definition above, greed is a strong 
desire to continually get more of something, 
especially money. It has also been defined as an 
intense and selfish desire for something, 
especially wealth, power, or food. These 
definitions provide a fine starting point in 
understanding greed. Scripture goes further and 
connects greed to unjust gain (i.e. seeking to 
get/take, often by force, what we did not earn, 
what is not ours, what is not proper for us to have). 
Consider the insights of these verses from 
Proverbs: 
 

Such are the ways of everyone who is greedy 
for unjust gain; 
it takes away the life of its possessors 
(Proverbs 1:19)  
 
Whoever is greedy for unjust gain troubles his 
own household… (Proverbs 15:27) 

 
There is great wisdom in this definition, wisdom to 
which we must give heed lest we be deceived by 
woke social justice’s devilish redefinitions. To 
understand how woke social justice gets greed 
wrong, we need to understand the way this 
ideology views the world. As a review, though, 
let’s first get a handle on woke. Historically the 
word would be used like this: I woke up at 5:30 
a.m. Today, however, woke is something you are. 
It means that you are aware or awakened to some 
reality to which others are supposedly blind. It is 
often combined with the phrase social justice.   
 
Woke social justice, as an ideology, claims to be 
awakened to cultural inequalities. This is the hook 
that catches many non-discerning hearers, even 
Christians, because we are reflexively moved by 
inequality. But woke social justice couches its 
concern over inequalities in the word inequity. 
Look closely; these are different words – and the 
difference matters. In a nutshell, an inequity is a 
differing result. We might speak of grade 
inequities, income inequities, even height 
inequities. Woke social justice concludes that 
inequity is the result of injustice. Appreciate this 
point: inequity = injustice.  
 

For woke social justice  
inequity = injustice.  

 
How then is justice achieved? By enforcing equity! 
To illustrate this point, consider these words from 
a consulting firm hired by Fairfax County, Virginia, 
public schools to assist them with strategic 

 

http://www.zionmanning.com/
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planning. Here’s how they defined equity (i.e. 
justice): “equal outcomes for every student, 
without exception.”5 How they plan to achieve 
equal results for every student in the classroom is 
not stated,6 but it’s fairly clear how woke social 
justice acolytes intend to achieve it economically: 
redistribute wealth. 
 
Why is this their answer? Because wealth 
inequities exist. In other words, some people have 
more and some people have less. This, according 
to woke social justice, is not just. Wealth inequities 
= injustice.   
 
But don’t be duped by the sleight of hand at work. 
Woke social justice acolytes talk about 
wealth/income distribution as if it has been 
distributed like Grandma Nichtfair doling out 
bigger pieces of pie to her favorite grandchildren. 
We’ve covered the myth of wealth distribution 
before in these pages (see The Insidious 
Insinuation of Income Distribution: Satan’s Tool to 
Fuel Envy and Covetousness in the June 2021 
newsletter on Zion’s webpage under the 
newsletter tab). Here’s a brief excerpt from that 
article:   
 

We can speak in a statistical sense of income 
distribution across culture, but we must 
understand that, strictly speaking, income is not 
distributed; most of the time, income is earned. 
Someone provides a good or service that 
someone else is willing to pay for, whether that 
be lawn care, medical care, a pickup, or a cell 
phone.  
 

                                           
5 “The New Structural Racism” in The Wall Street 
Journal, by William McGurn, January 17, 2023. 
6 In this case administrators did it by not informing 
national merit scholar recipients of their achievements.  
Why? They didn’t want to make other students feel bad 

People provide goods/services that some 
people are willing to pay a lot for (or a lot of 
people are willing to pay a little for) – Tesla, 
Apple, General Mills, Wrigley’s, etc. They earn 
income. And this produces income disparities. 
In other words, some people end up with more 
money. And that, in and of itself, is not a social 
injustice. Earned income that produces financial 
disparities is not inherently unjust. This truth is 
foundational. It reflects reality. Reality does not 
guarantee equal results.   

 

Reality does not guarantee  
equal results. 

 
Process the truth revealed: reality does not 
guarantee equal results (not in school and not in 
economics). Results differ for myriad reasons: 
some people work harder than others; some get 
lucky; some take time off to raise children; some 
prefer to live beyond their means; some choose to 
live on a budget and practice financial discipline; 
some cheat; some inherit their wealth.7 Only one 
of these explicitly involves injustice. 
 
Concluding that inequitable outcomes are the 
result of injustice is spectacularly naïve (and 
dangerous). Further, it’s at odds with reality. This 
is why woke social justice is bent on redefining 
words. It is at war with reality and words must be 
murdered (verbicide) and redefined to align with 
its remaking of reality.   
 
In this article we’re considering the word greed. As 
shared above, greed is about the insatiable desire 
for excess, for something that is not right or good 

for not qualifying. Since everyone didn’t qualify, 
administrators basically ensured no one did. Equal 
results for everyone.  
7 Thomas Sowell masterfully and definitively makes this 
point in Discrimination and Disparities. 
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for us to have. Woke social justice, in its obsession 
with inequitable results, fosters greed in its 
adherents’ hearts as it teaches them to want what 
they did not earn. Remember, woke social justice 
insists that forcibly redistributing wealth is just, that 
forcing equity is just.  
 

Woke social justice insists that 
forcibly redistributing wealth  

is just, that forcing equity is just.  
 
Thomas Sowell, a brilliant economist who 
thoroughly dismantles woke social justice in book 
after book, writes,  
 

I have never understood why it is ‘greed’ to want 
to keep the money you have earned but not 
greed to want to take somebody else’s money.8     
 

Sowell’s comment is sharp and insightful. Woke 
social justice has devilishly redefined greed into 
the desire to keep what you have earned. Why? 
Because they equate income disparities (i.e. 
differing results) with injustice. So, desiring to 
keep what you have earned (thereby maintaining 
inequity) must be greedy. The solution is to 
forcibly redistribute income so that equity can be 
achieved.  
 
David Bahnsen, a leading economic thinker today 
(who is also a careful thinker), reflects on Sowell’s 
words: 
 

This is the irony of the political rhetoric that 
saturates modern economic discussion. The 
never-ending ring of voices decrying ‘greed’ are 
always doing so from a posture of wanting to 

                                           
8 Quoted in economist David Bahnsen’s insightful and 
accessible book There’s No Free Lunch: 250 Economic 
Truths, 69. This is a great book of the economic novice 

take what belongs to someone else. We have 
turned basic definitions on their head.9  

 
But, some might ask, shouldn’t those with more 
give to those with less? Scripture addresses this. 
Paul, in his efforts to raise money for Christians 
suffering under a famine in Israel, exhorts the 
Corinthians to give from their abundance. He 
writes, 
 

I do not mean that others should be eased and 
you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 
your abundance at the present time should 
supply their need, so that their abundance may 
supply your need, that there may be fairness (2 
Corinthians 8:13-14). 

 
First, notice what Paul isn’t doing: He isn’t writing 
to the saints in Jerusalem suffering under the 
famine telling them to demand the forcible 
redistribution of the Corinthians’ wealth. This is 
what Paul would have done if he had endorsed a 
woke understanding of social justice. Instead, he’s 
exhorting the Corinthians to give from their 
abundance into others’ needs. This is a far, far cry 
from what woke social justice advocates. They 
advocate a forced redistribution of wealth.  
 

In order to achieve wealth equity… 
inequitable power must be given to a 
governing class to make laws to take 

what some have earned to redistribute 
it to those who have not earned it. 

 
Accomplishing this, however, requires creating a 
great inequity in power. Here’s how: redistributing 
wealth to ensure equity requires empowering a 

as Bahnsen offers simple, one page insights into a 
myriad of aspects of how the economy works.  
9 There’s No Free Lunch: 250 Economic Truths, 69. 
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governing class to oversee the redistribution (i.e. 
people who will decide who deserves how much). 
And this involves a dangerous inequity in power. 
Appreciate this point: in order to achieve wealth 
equity (i.e. the equitable distribution of wealth, 
which is how woke social justice adherents define 
justice) inequitable power must be given to a 
governing class to make laws to take what some 
have earned to redistribute it to those who have 
not earned it. That’s how woke social justice 
defines equity and justice. In order to achieve their 
version of justice, they have to establish a very 
unjust governing system.   
 
And notice what it produces: greed! Instead of 
encouraging charity or exhorting industriousness, 
responsible living, and contentment with what one 
has, woke social justice encourages people to 
want (and to feel entitled to) what isn’t theirs, what 
they didn’t earn – and never to be satisfied (so 
long as wealth inequities persist – and they always 
will!). Instead of encouraging gratitude for our daily 
bread, it builds grudges and fosters greed.  
 
As confessing Christians we must reject woke 
social justice’s devilish redefinitions and insist on 
the wisdom of Scripture. The Apostle Paul offers 
these words of wisdom on the matter:     
   

Godliness with contentment is great gain, for we 
brought nothing into the world, and we cannot 
take anything out of the world. But if we have 
food and clothing, with these we will be content 
(1 Timothy 6:6-8). 

 
And Jesus warns us: “Take care, and be on your 
guard against all covetousness [i.e. greed], for 
one's life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions” (Luke 12:15). Instead of fixating on 
what others have, He exhorts us to petition our 
Heavenly Father for our daily bread (not to ask 
Him to give us other people’s bread). Doing so will 

help us to heed the wisdom recorded in 
Ecclesiastes and in the book of Hebrews: 
 

Everyone should eat and drink and take 
pleasure in all his toil—this is God's gift to man 
(Ecclesiastes 3:13). 
 
Keep your life free from love of money, and be 
content with what you have, for he has said, “I 
will never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 
13:5). 

 

Pray for our daily bread. Work. Be 
content with what we have. 

 
Pray for our daily bread. Work. Be content with 
what we have. This is how we practice wisdom. 
Where true injustice exists, i.e., where people are 
opposing what God has called good, exploiting 
others, profiting through ill-gotten gain, advocating 
for the forced redistribution of wealth, establishing 
a system built on greedily desiring what has not 
been earned, we should speak up and call for 
justice. And we understand what justice is by 
honoring what God has called good. Justice is 
defending and extoling what God has called good. 
Woke social justice gets this wrong. It’s time for 
the church to get it right. – Pastor Conner  
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For the LORD is good; 

his steadfast love endures forever, 

and his faithfulness to all generations (Psalm 100:5). 

On January 15, Zion celebrated Generations 
Sunday. Over 50 participants – bell ringers (thank 
you, Kari Ranniger), musicians (thank you, 
Nathanael Conner, Tom Ulrickson, Rebecca & 
Catherine Conner, Gary Schroeder & Vivian 
Blackford), readers, (thank you, Errol & Anna 
Belle Wegner, Mundt Family, and Pastor Lucas 
Witt), and vocalists (mixed choir with signers 
Taylor Roe, Karlee Arp, Samantha Doyel, and 
Emily Albertson), and Wiig Family with Aspen’s 
baptism, and our outstanding ushers and tech 
team – made it a deeply meaningful service as it 
beautifully showcased the Body of Christ before 
us. To God be the glory!   
 

The Generations of 
Zion  



17 

 

Preschool Praises for January 
 
January went by very quickly! We did miss a few days because of some snow but that 
didn't stop us from having fun, learning, and celebrating Jesus! 
 
We continue to see Pastor Conner at Chapel on Wednesdays. This month we heard 
about the 3 wise men, child Jesus in the Temple, and the Baptism of Jesus. We enjoy 
listening to the songs Pastor Conner sings for us at Chapel too! 
 
We continue learning more about these in our classroom where we sometimes incorporate activities. When we 
talked about child Jesus in the Temple and how Mary and Joseph had to go back and find him, we realized that 
Ms Melanie was missing when we got back down to our classroom after Chapel. We worked together like we heard 
in the Bible, to go back upstairs where we found Melanie still learning about God at Chapel! She obeyed us and 
came back down to the classroom just like Jesus obeyed Joseph and Mary and went back home with them after 
learning about the Bible in his father's home. We also played a little game of Follow the Leader to show a good 
example and have others follow us just like Jesus did when he was baptised.  
 
We were blessed with another great visit from Library Linda and a new guest this month, De Langel. We really 
enjoy having them come into the classroom and share some great stories with us! 
 
This month we focused on the letters M, P, and I. We read the story The Mitten and retold it in different ways. We 
had fun with different mitten activities and practicing the letter M. We also learned about different Arctic animals 
such as Penguins, Polar Bears, Walruses, and so many more. We enjoyed some crafts such as making our own 
Arctic scenes, paper plate polar bears, and practicing the letter P. We finished out the month learning about Ice 
and Hot vs Cold. We discussed what things are cold and what are hot. Something that is hot is LAVA so of course 
we played a couple games of "the floor is lava" and got our bodies moving! 
 
We have an exciting month ahead where we not only will have a Grandparents Day and celebrate Valentine's day, 
but we will also be focusing a lot on our Community Helpers and have some expected visits from the Nature Center, 
Library Linda and De Langel, Manning Dental, the Jacobsen Sisters from MRHC, John Bexten with JB 
Construction, and Sherri Lingle from the Manning Post Office. WOW! The kids are really going to enjoy the month 
ahead and how lucky are we to live in such an amazing community! 
 
-Ms. Amy & Ms. Melanie 
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Thank you, 
Zion, for 

supporting 
our 

preschool so 
that we can 
share Jesus 

with 

children! 
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Zion Ladies Guild January 2023 Secretary Report 
 
The regular meeting was held on January 11, 2023 @1pm. Pastor Conner opened with 
prayer and devotion.  We are in the season of Epiphany.  He taught on Baptism from 
Romans 6 where Paul describes us being baptized into Christ, dying with Him so that 
we might rise with Him to walk in newness of life and ultimately be joined in a bodily 
resurrection like His. He compared Baptism to the hitch that connects the wagon to the 
tractor. Where the tractor goes, the wagon goes. He also reminded us that “we are the 
wagon, not the tractor.” 
 

President Ehlers called the meeting to order with Name of the Triune God. League Pledge. Roll call was answered 
with a giving a memory of a school memory you have with 16 present. The secretary notes were read and approved. 
Thank you notes from Pastor Conner and Pastor Johnson were read. Mite box passed and prayers read. 
 

The Treasurer’s report was given by Sheryl Zinke.  Missionary disbursements were reviewed.  Darlene gave the 
kitchen report.  Donations were received from 2 funerals.  Approx. 55 people were served at Nancy Grimm’s funeral.  
Circle and Human care reported they are continuing to quilt.  Betty Andresen’s family donated a lot of material to the 
group.  8 quilts were given to the city for those in need over Christmas to hand out.  40 quilts went to orphan grain 
train this last delivery.  Orphan Grain Train donations will be accepted again this month with delivery scheduled for the 
end of the month. 
 

New Business: There will be a $20 donation given for a book to the library in memory of Cheral Buhr.  Motion made 
by Cynthia Genzen, 2nd by Paula Vogle for this purchase. Bingo is restarting at Accura.  Will find out more about taking 
a turn helping. The Lord’s Prayer and table prayer were recited. Meeting was adjourned. Lunch was served by Sue 
Puck and Susie Schilling.  Next meeting Feb 8, 2023 with Audrey Roe and Monica Christensen serving. 
 

Gloria Ewoldt, Secretary 
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Who is Your Best Critic? 
 

Have you ever asked yourself why you are so critical about yourself? You know 
the voice in your head that throws little darts of doubt in your path: You’re no 
good at this. Don’t even try. It makes you feel inadequate, worthless, or guilty. 
That little voice is your inner critic. We all have an inner critic.  
 
What do we do with that critic? We can ignore it, directing our attention elsewhere, engaging in other activities to 
distract our minds. This is a short term solution, but is not sustainable for the long term. Our first step, then, is to 
acknowledge the inner chatter. We may even find it helpful to name it. Maybe your inner critic is the Perfectionist, 
trying to get you to do things perfectly by setting high standards for things you produce, making it difficult for you 
to accept when something is “good enough.” This voice tries to ensure you are accepted so that you will not be 
judged or rejected (which it fears).  
 
The Inner Controller tries to control your impulses such as eating and drinking. This inner voice tends to be 
harming and shaming in an effort to protect you from yourself: That’s bad for you. Good people don’t do that. It is 
motivated to make you a “good” person who is accepted to function well in society (something we must be sure 
to measure against what God has called good, because we know what the world deems good and what God 
declares good may not be the same!). The Taskmaster pushes you to work hard and to be successful. It fears 
you may be lazy and be judged a failure if it does not push you to keep going. Its pushing often activates a 
procrastinator or a rebel. The Underminer tries to weaken your self-confidence so that you won’t take risks. It 
makes direct attacks on your self-worth so that you will stay small and not take chances where you could be hurt 
or rejected.  
 
The Destroyer attacks your judgment by shaming you and making you feel like you are not entitled to basic 
understanding or respect. This debilitating critic often comes from trauma, especially early in life. The Guilt Tripper 
is a critic stuck in your past. It is unwilling to let you live in Christ’s forgiveness. It tries to protect you from repeating 
past mistakes or even past sins by making sure you never forget or feel free (This is why it’s so important to take 
our sins to Jesus and to hear the called Pastor announce His forgiveness to us!). The Conformist tries to get you 
to fit into a certain mold based on standards of society. It keeps you from being in touch with and expressing the 
uniquely good things about yourself.   
 
It’s vital that we are aware of our inner critic. Even more, it’s vital that we speak truth back to our critic (truth that 
we gain from the Lord of Truth and His Word). What is our critic saying that’s true?  What is our critic saying that’s 
false? And what does God have to say about it?  Want help identifying your inner critic?  We’re here for you.  
Want help speaking truth back to it? Pastor Conner is willing to equip you with the truth. Together we can keep 
our inner critic in check and give full access to God and His truth.   
 
 
Janet Brus, RN     
Psychiatric Medical Care  
Manning Regional Healthcare Center  
Program Director – Senior Life Solutions  
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Amigos en Cristo 
     News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cristo:  

Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church  
 Pastor Pedro Lopez, Denison, Iowa   February 2023  

 
Hello everyone, Feliz Año Nuevo! Happy and blessed New Year to all, it is a great pleasure and privilege to write 
about our efforts and plans for outreach to the Hispanic community in this New Year, same challenges new 
opportunities!  
 
We are gearing up to continue the ESL classes in different parts of our District to meet new people and invite them to 
be part of our Hispanic ministries. We are putting everything together with God’s help and His children around our 
churches to develop our second session with the ESL programs, start citizenship classes, so that we can meet new 
people in the different places where God is opening new opportunities.  
 
Last year was a great time to revive some of the events that had taken place years ago in the Hispanic Ministry, 
opportunities to get together as congregation and people of God, to work together in helping others, to meet new 
people from different churches and have fellowship as we did events and programs to serve the less fortunate, to visit 
great churches and their members that were eager to hear and learn more about the ever growing Hispanic community 
and the challenges it brings to our church at large. 
 
 

Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the President  
Missionary at Large, pedro@iowadistrictwest.org,  
571-606-7600 

This year we plan to work harder and help places and 
regions around the District to see and take the opportunities 
God is bringing to us in the form of new immigrants coming 
to our land. Remember if we don’t do it, others will, and as 
sad as it is, even non-Christians. Therefore, we have to be 
ready, so please join us as we pray and work together in how 
we will do that.  
 
We are inviting you all to be part of possible new committees 
around the district to help us think and put into action our 
outreach in new areas where Hispanic ministries will take 
place. Remember, this is our Hispanic Ministry. Thanks for 
everything you have done and for what you will continue to 
do. Please pray for the Churches in Denison, Storm Lake 
and the new contacts in Hartley, Carroll, and Harlan. Again, 
“gracias” for your prayers and support.  
 
Gracias and bendiciones, Pastor Lopez 
 

mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
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Snapshots of Zion 

Approximately 60 family and friends of Zion gathered for an afternoon of bowling (and 
snacks!) on January 22. Thank you to Zion’s Board of Education for sponsoring the event! 

John, (DCE) 
Kathryn, Henry, 
and Leonard 
Schneider visit 

Zion Jan. 6-8.  

… 

Zion blanketed 

in snow 
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Please Note! All times and events are subject to change 
 
Sunday  Zion Family Bible Class (after worship) 
Morning Sunday School at Trinity  
 
 

 
February 12 Quarterly Mission Door Offering  
 Ferry Family  
 
February 13 Fellowship Club (1:30) at Zion  
 Garuna Ministries Presentation 
  
February 15 Discipling Event  
 6:00 p.m. Meal for Confirmation Families 
 6:30 p.m. Session, all invited  
 
February 16 Thursday afternoon Communion Service at Zion (1:30 p.m.)  
 
 
February 19 DCE Kathryn Schneider Installed at Zion (9:00 a.m.) 
 Potluck Brunch and Card Shower following 
 No Bible Class / Sunday School  
  
February 22 Ash Wednesday 
 Zion: 5:45 service w/ meal following 
 Trinity: 6:30 service (no meal on Ash Wed.)  
 
Wednesdays  Midweek Lenten Series  
In March Zion: 5:45 service w/ meal following 
 Trinity: 5:30 meal / 6:30 service  
 
February 26 Family and Friends Game Day at Zion (3:00-5:00 p.m.) 
 Pizza at 5:00  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Discipling 
Event 
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Lyle Mundt, Pastor 
Johnson, Paxton Bierl, 
Stan Baack, Tawnya 
Jacobsen (Kristin 
Backhaus’ sister), 
John Bexten (father of 
Beth Alexander and 
Amy Blackwell), Jim 
Deevers, Rick Spack, 
Justeen Schwieso, 
Sherri Steffes , Bliss 
Neumann 
 

In Our Prayers  

February Birthdays and Anniversaries @ Zion & Trinity 

1.   Gerald Beck 
      Scott Lahr (T)  
2.   Robin Bunker 
      Carl French 
      Brooklyn Riesberg  
4.   Adella Farley (T) 
      Todd Gruhn  
      Andrew Puck  
5.   Elijah Christensen 
      Jean Hargens  
      Scott Lingle (T) 
      Cassandra Neumann 
      Daniel Stribe 
6.   Michaela Chapman  
7.   Steve Kremin (T) 
8.   Rexanne Struve  
9.   Bridger Bruck 
10. Joe Ewoldt 
      Keldi Olson (T) 
11. Dane Blom (T) 
12. Sarah Birks (T) 
13. Jason Opperman  
14. Ken Puck  
15. Kristin Backhaus 
      Frank Boeck (T) 
16. Scott Saunders (T) 
17. Carol French  
      Adam Gruhn  
      Jeanne Gruhn  
18. Carolyn Kerkhoff  
      Luke Potthoff 
19. Roger Wegner 
20. Lynette Gaskill (T) 
      Janice Monson  
      Mary Rasmussen (T) 
21. Jean Ferneding  
      Sierra Ferry (T) 
      Araya Hass 

 

22. Ada Hinners (T) 
23. Mitchell Lahr (T) 
      Tom Wegner  
24. Eric Christensen (T) 
      Scott Opperman  
      Barb Page  
25. Josephine Nusbaum 
      Kodilynn Rosener  
26. Keith Boyens (T) 
27. Rylie-Shea Muhlbauer  
      Scott Stribe  
     Jeremy Wulf  
28. Adam Albertsen 
29. Karen Vollstedt 

Anniversaries  Birthdays   (T = Trinity) 

Funerals: 
Nancy Rose (nee: Hacker) Grimm; Died January 3, 
2023; Graveside service January 6, 2023; Pastor 
Jonathan Conner 
 
Baptism: 
Aspen Roan Wiig, daughter of Jarred & Brandi Wigg; 
January 13, 2023; Pastor Jonathan Conner 
 

Official Acts 

If we missed or 
misspelled your 

name, please inform 
the church office. 

 

2. Errol & Anna Belle Wegner 
3. Richard & Judy Irwin (T) 
4. Joe & Becky Karsten  
5. Paul & Monica Christensen  
12. Lenus & Kristie Borkowski 
13. Bill & Deb Ranniger  
15. Bob & Gloria Ewoldt  

 

The Transfiguration of Our 


