Holy Week @ Zion 4‘

4/2 4/9
Palm Sunday Maundy Gmd F" e ' Easter Sunday
9:00 a.m. Thursday 7:00 p.m. 7:00 am.

e Children 7:00 p.m. e Bidding » Children proces
process & e Holy faver w/ lilies & flags

sing Communion Rel ¢ Holy

» Palm Offering e Stripping of Communion

Service
the Altar » Breakfast

following

Holy Week@ Trinity

Trinity Lutheran Church, Manilla, invites members, families, and community friends to hear thi
Jesusd passion and resurrection. Plysase

% Palm SUNDAY, April 2, at 9 a.m.
Hear the AHosannao of the

and beginning His passion procession.

crowd wel

Maundy Thursday, April 6, at 6:30 p.m.

Hear AThis is my body . . .t hmasy far <
THE FORGI VENESS OF-28p ThN §ecial cqmivhanioh demwive
conclude with the traditional stripping of the altar.

Good Friday, April 7, at 6:30
Hear Jesusd 7 words from the oeross

Easter SUNDAY, April 9 at 9:00
Hear and sing fAiChrist is risen!odo af
An Easter breakfast will be served beginning at 7:30 a.m.

SATURDAY services will resume on Saturday, April 15 with serviceS:B8gimmi
1 durhg the spring and summer seas



Resurrection Confidence OurResurrection Certainty

InverseL4 (the one Ragldr e

ﬁ@-’@ focuses in osome of the thrilling realities
connected to the resurrediiom which he

/ o= exhortsustodraw stretigtht 6 s s avor
CONFIDENCE Paul begins with confidehtde: k A Blav é

doesnbét begin with un:
And he doesnosingagar Ben b«
[We know] thise who raised the Lord Jesus will Degins witthe pluralve Paul belonged to a

raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you 9rowing body of Christians who wergtihgdti
into his presen@@Corinthians 4)14 future confidence of their bodily resurrection o

the historical realit
Imagine theerse above is a cup of connoisseur from the dead. As he wrote in 1 Corinthians, Jest

coffee. The scent fills your nose with the died, was buried, rose, and then:
intoxicating notes of dark chocolate and roasted

nuts. Your tongue welcomemooth, velvety appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Thel
texturethat bursts into complex complements of Ne appeared more than five hundred brothers
bitterness. This is not something you gulp. some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared t

James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as t
This is how wedre goi noge uptigielypgm hesappeaied glsgfo mg
Paul packs powerful promises into his words that Corinthians 18
invite our careful contemplation and deep _
appreciationn the surrounding verses Paul is Paulblengedtothige So when he
exhortings to draw comfort and strength fromthek Noweé o heds tal king al
promise of our bodily resurre¢tibich he and belle_vers who were testifying to Athe hlstorlqa
highlights in our versEjere he writes of the ' €al ity of Jesusdo bodi
coming dAeternal wei gh'iswg undegtpogd r spmetiyng yabauty they
comparisond as he ex hesupestionof Jesgist "¢ yva s paEppe @y
this yet unseen promiseeAsp ut s i t , §VePk it Wantheopeping act of the great and fin
faith, not by sighto 'espreeignof the degdyApgrrecigte thig poin
endorsing some sort ofWvhepPaulagd his fellpw resurregtignacgnfegsg
anchoring faith in our coming bodily resurrectiognnounced:hristis risei! hey wer eno
and exhorting us to move through life as if thigomething really cool happiia¢ave want you
coming reality is more tte@h the fallen reality ~t0 know aboulhey were sayin§pmething
that we see every day with our eyes. amazing happened that impacts you.

I The verse actually begins with the pamimipileg
but itdéds a first person plural participle conne
pluralvethat begins the sentence back in verse 13.
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So Paul says, i We knoare goimato beHand mnerhain those iverye shme
Lord Jesus will raise people arldswe willi kndw ehehsadiihere o
see it? They know t hrasurrectoh will sxdat &rase oue Elantities.e Thd
meansheiresurretion. His resurrection was the people who have gone before you ithtfyofar
Opening Act and t hey knothew ort fatbey, chusband arvvafé, vsend or
Two.They donét want u s daughder) willhbe theksame fheopld ehe ares raise
resurrection and our resurrection as two differeritom the de&dou will know them.

events, batsPart 1 and Part 2 of the same event.

As such,w resurrectionrtanty is specifically ~ Might our relationships change? Yes. Jesus say
anchored in the cert athatinthe resufrectidwesisniednardy BOE @rel r r
(Paul makes this even more explicit in Romans iven in marriag@Matthew 22:3Mle could
where he connects our Baptism to the death andchean that we will not be husband and wife in th

resurrection of Jesus) resurrection or He could simply mean that we w
not enter into new marriages in the resurrectior
Paul goes into great detail aboutstireected So the way we relate will change in ceftiain yet

body in 1 Corinthians 15. Take a look at versebecomprehended ways, baiabbiindantly clear

4244 where Paul describes our resurrectedf r om Paul 6s words t h

bodies asmperishable, glorified, powerful, and retained/Ve will know each other.

Holy Spirit empoweredan you imagine

imperishable (i.e. bodies with no expiration dateRemarkabl&eunion

glorified (i.eodies radiant in the wow of God),

power f ul (i .e. bodiesFimat | gondboggethotwwithed |

out), and Holy Spirit empowered bodies (i.eJesus and bring us with you into his presence

bodies that are not tempted by sin)! Amazing! Appreciatéhe prepositiowith and the word
presenceThese are words that communicate

Retained Identities togetherness. Paul is emphatic: we and you an
Jesus are going to be

I n our ver s &ekhaw] that ldeo n togethar ith ,Jesus [with imperishable, glorifiec

who raised the Lord Jesilisraise us also with  powerful, and Spirit empowered looditgs

Jesus and bring us withéyou Not i c eearth thalesus is going to renewDo e s n 6 |

pronounsve, usandyou These pronouns refer  make your heart sing with joy?! God is planning

to specific people. Paul had specific people imgreat reunion for us and Jesus is going to be the

mind when he used these pronouns, people likevith us!

Apollos, Stephanas, Fortunatus, Achaicus, Aquila,

and Prisca (see the last verses in 1 CorinthianResurrection, retained identities, reunion, this i

16). This is an exceedingly important point tot he confi dence Chri st

appreciate. Look what Paul is assuming: identityhis is the faith we walk B\astor Conner

will be retained in the resurrection!

So Paul @lodisgoingdtd raise geyeric

people with no dist identitiNo. He say§od
is going to raise the very people who died and they
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| Hope the Next Israel. It would seem understaridaikenki
Phase Is Like that as David took over that he would clean hous
. eliminate and banisty@ne associated with or
Mephibosheth related to Saul. An eye for an eye and all tha
business.

Surprisingly though,
You read that right. Mephibosheth. Believe it dfing was to identify and uplift any remaining fami

not ités a name. | damembgrgaiSaploThesngw King wanted te sfo
| promi se | itcheckouwt the nptin n kkii ngd nyepsys  amily ab donatham fead 6
chapter of 2 Samuel. shown David kindness.

going with this. There was one known family

One thing | 6ve wondemeethbamofutom SSawhat |[tih
separation of my body and soul will be like. Will it

hurt? Will | be awar eDagdsoughpogtars summangs pephiposhgtty
Bible is frustratingly silent on the matter. The neXis court. Something you have to know abou
phase is Compared to S|eep_ YeBltﬂmsayS Mephlbd’Eth is his feet were disabled. He had
wedll be with Jesus, Mihing te efferythe King; e wap groampleteh
never met Him face to face befenat will the h6|p|eSS plUS he had the misfortune of belongin
meeting be like? Is there special protocol? Ontdp©o t he family that ha
of that, I1d6ve never behglnlt gegnsyplagsiple that Ay Maplhpshett
The next phase will introduce new waysgof b limped towards David tisgplise was elevated,

that are unfamiliar. Sometimes newness ishe was sweating through his clothes, and the
exciting; but , waskingpne t ibHd § e ftlpise snavey e f 1 yi
Thatos why | hope thatmewherr ausei ©,f imy wirian «

enco#gterh hbetween King David and What happens next is nothing short of amazing
Mephibosheth. On account of Jonathan, David welcomed &
Before David was #fKi n@sgbldpmap ity his home Davidyassurgte
was shephendj. The king at the time, Saul, was Me phi boshet h that he
too busy tinkling his tunic at the sight of Goliath tHable for the remainder of his life (David wa:
giant to be an effective leader. David enliste@uaranteeing him the ancient equivalent of soci:
hi mself and killed theegiuant Y)agdih®, KSaW@l oVs
a result, David received the praise of the peoplénan who functionally on atonfuhis disability
Saul 6wl rainpdectned, and he hated had nothing to expanc
David for it. Saul exiled his most effectivefamily had already cost David a great deal, bt
commander; he even chased him in the deserPavid was willing to increase the debt.

Saul made David homeless, and he evenBecause of the kindness of the King,
attempted to kill him with a spear. Saul repaidMe phi boshet h was safe
Davidés loyalty with Bextphaseohiéhill be like.

King Saul entually died in battle alongside his When I die, | will Dbe
son, Jonathan, Davi do saleghkomeforeveritheeq decades Bu myaac
paved the way for Da vWhglhisalrepdydisablediby incurgble carcern
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also united to a disabled soul. Death has a w4
magni fying
Li ke Mephi boshet h,
presence of the God

His world. Guilt. Sweating. Nervousness. Fg¢

How will God respond when He sees you?

Davi d, however, soug
am trustmthat God will seek me out as | am aw
from my body; like a father sprinting toward
prodigal or a shepherd searching for the one

of onéhundred. In the valley of death His rod gnénvited to go along.

staff find mieeven invite me.

King David issued kindness toilthdspbth not

for Mephi boshethds s
offer), but for the sake of Jonathan. | am trug
that the Father will welcome me not because
entitled to Divine kindness (all | have to offer
sinful soul and a diseased corpsdjedanise

the Father gives kindness on account of a fieWigh ki of $222.22, and Rob Lueth also had a §

JonatharHi s sl ain Son, J
pretty pat het isbaftering'u t
am riding on His coattails.

Finally, as | enter the next phase of my existen
| am trustindpdt | will be taken care of. Davi
offered perpetual, fo#eharge dining to
Mephi boshet h.
vengeance, but David ordered a celebration.
trusting that a radically undeserved experieng
safety and siesta are in store foronme. I n g
getting whatds comin
a Jesus whose first miracle was to be the I|f
the party by transforming water into wine.

Hereds to hoping and
horizon is similar but even greater than what D

gave to Mephibosheth; that we have an even

greater King in Jesus who is ready to search
me in my divided and disableebsdul and
enliven me in the marriage feast of the Lam
His Kingdom which has noidPastor Johnson

how thegears.v ¢

Saul 0|s
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" OMMITTEEBastor Riggert thanked us for se
meals for Lent. Zion Fellowship Club holds a

=

I

aynd gently used clothing for all ages and sexe
s @sed. The Zion Fellowship Club goes to help
ol¢ad there. The next date to help is April 23.

CORRESPONDEN@EmMp Okoboji is going to

a quilt/cfashow and auction again on June 17
nke (since he ad not
ININFINISHED BUSINES®e reviewed and edi
afie Guild books, especially the funeral guideli
|'St&lephone numbers. The drawing for the bask
Haitian student was finished. Mike Lorenzen

eddriatfon in MY bids. | TheeOuiis aWdther klor
$€5100. 1 Bith e basket an® tRel dbnitions,
collected was $350.00. This will cover Esper
this year. Cathie mocked up a thankyothéo
QDulletlns Susan will finish and print it for the $
service.

W éL%I'ﬂIIE§S/9/e revie(avgdsih% {)yYa\?vsdanc

ML book, the election of officers, duties of G
issolution. For election of officers, there will 1]
e@a gommi ed|ar fthe re 2 people

qr aéoﬁlﬁ here v%lfjbe a vvc\J?teP?t %rglf on Ty 1 ;{);z
vqunteered a vote to accept them. The fall re:l
i

from Pastor Johnson
avitgiveness, praying that God will teach us to 1

)

e

2:14u sBonnie d-orenzer gavewChestiad

fGBNNOUNCEMENTApril 27 is the Spring Rall
Our Savior. Bonnie Lorenzen is the hoste
h fhairperson for April. The meeting closed \
Lord's Prayer and the table prayer.

Susan Mahnksecretary

D
L

1

h drive gnythe fiffp Supday far Oiphag @minNeym



v)q of Lifting High the |
Y Cross through Music 523"

What are some favorite memories about

@l Giving Thanks for Susan Lambplaying for church services?

Susan:

Playing for Christmas Eve with the choir, | love
~ that, and with the brass for Easter. | loved openir
e nup theapipes witre full church. | also remember
my duet with Timothy on the organ and the pian

g Mhatmvassailot of fun.

On March 12, Zion celebra
Susan Lambods
her 25 years of lifting hi
Christds cro
In March | (Pastor Conn
sat down and visited with |
about her years of servi(gs
Here are excerpts from (

Pastor:
Do you have a favorite hymn, and why is it your
favorite?

conversain: You know my favorite Him. @ ifLéft High the 6 s
Crors§ . | dohoéltokeowt whg

Pastor: so uplifting. It gives me goosebumps. And |

When and how did you start playing for mastered the pedals right away. You have to ¢

worship? up and down the pedal
Feast. o

Susan:

| started out playing the piano. One day WarreRastor:

Puck approached me anédsRofiyou know What words of wisdom or

how to play the organ? | t ol d hi m,encéurdgemeéntodichydu likeeto share with
sai d,hyiweomndt wy olue ggrert ? youmg niusiolans@ a n d

So Fern Jensen gave me the five minute tour and

Istarted practicing. Abotnedrt yodresifibité eL &Viad r ies @&

time for you to start playing in cBarttido playing for Him. Enjoy your tadetd n 6t p |
too slowly. On piano, before you ever start, take
Pastor: a deep breath and then exhale. Look at the ke

What have you enjoyed most about playing?  signature, figure out the tempthemglay. And
then pactice, practice, pract®tay organized

| had a phobia, at first, about playing irf front cAAnd,fi you make a mi st ake

people, but playing for the Lord and for thelet your adrenaline derail you.

congregation is important. | love hearing the

people sing and over the years | have become

more confident. | also really enjoy playingWe give thanks to God for Susan Lamb: 25 yeal

preludes on the piano. And funerals, | always fetff lifting high the cross of Jéstetor Conner

privileged to play fenerals. It was my way of

serving the family.




You are making an eternal impact
for the Kingdom!

)
4 }

D

(Top Left) Jodi & Kathryn IDW Youth
Gathering 2001,
(Top Right & Bottom Left) Jen & Chet Mexico

Mission Trip 2003,

helping yo grow in your faith, those formative
family members, the key community people wh
took an interest in you? In my own faith journey
can look back and see how these key
relationships not only helped me in my formativ
years to grow in my faith and nelifiowith
Christ and his Church, but helped me come bac
from my prodigal years and ultimately into churc
work professionally.

As a DCE a major concern | hear from parents
grandparentand mature Christiandsighere
anything that can be done lfw dresure youth

(Bottom Right) Jenn, Kathryn, Brian NYG donot wal k away after

OrMy grown children no longer attend church bu
| raised them in the church, why is this happening
Is there a program, a curriculum, anything that ce
be done to reach our youth and peapte for

Christ, to help them see the value of Church? Tt
answer is there is no ONE program, or ONE
person, apart from Christ, who can change thi

_ cultural tideut there are things to be done.
il am reminded of your sincere faith, a f a

dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and youBarna recently came out with a study and wrot
mother Eunice and now, | am sure, dwells in yoabout iin anarticlein August of 2020 called,
as well .o 1 Timothy 1:Bsong Relationshipghin Church Add to
Resilient Faith in Young Adlualthis article they
Rdationships matter in our faith walk. Liketalk of how young adults today are growing up in
Timothy, maybe for you it was your grandmothdime where church scandals are rampant, the tru
or mother who helped instill faith in you, living ous relative, andalking away from the church is
their faith through an active prayer life, attendingecoming the norm. But they wanted to study wh
church regularly, generous giving, and happyas different for those young adults who ha
hospitality. rinaybe a Pastor, DGEchurch resilient faith. And the key was relationships. Th
worker poured into you through teaching youkey relationship for faith formation in youth is the
confirmation or youth group and helped yowarents,sotakehead m and dad!
grapple with tough questions through youra great job! Nightly dinners are key, praying wit
formative years. Or perhaps it was a random adwour children, reading devotionals and the Bible
who took you under their wing, attended youpraying with your children and attending churc
sporting events, concerts, chaperoned your NY®gether regularly are all amazing spiritual
Trip, or simply asked you to come help rake theilisciplines you are and caniimstijlour kiddos.
leaves and while togetheonversations on But take heart also,
Christ came up naturally. As you look back on your
life can you see the relatiostapwere key to
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ifResilient di sci pl es awayvrem my taidhick begarf im myt bhptisin.n
different dimensions of their lives. They are faBut | did question it, and | grew up solidly in th
more relationally wellnded than others their church. Attending regularly, going on missior
age. More than thrpearters say the h a v e  fiips,tINYG@®ational youth gatheriags)youth

| east one <cl ose fr i e ngatherdings.tAndd ant a firmibelidver myyfaithsse
( 83 %), Awhen growi ng sirpng asitis today beecafstiresatatiopskips s ¢
friends who were adulitnsany (Bil®¢ wvalnod dfildn &t
someone in my life, other than family, who | cagears.

go to for advice on personal issueso (77%)O0
2020 Stong Relationships within Church Add toAPart from my parents, my grandma, Rene
Resilient Faith in Young AdT#te) special note prayed for me from day_ one_! She falthfglly showe
of that last stati st i Wwhatagtiongpemagin faith lgokeddke, whah
other than familyéo PR P seive e gise @filyread yoy r o
most important in the faith formation but they arBible, pray, and share the love of Christ in all yo
not in this @he and we as a church, as a do- In high school, my youth worker, Brian had

communitynatter and make a difference! ministry of presence. | have vivid memories of hi
and his wife showing up at my Friday Night footb:x

But dondét just t ake mygamasaa vatch noerin nhatching Bagdny a
found, in a study in 2013 on Millennials and churahow choir invitationateninofor the life of me
dropolg, that Aiwhen - ¢ o manamberramy onetlegsernhe taught me in yout
somethings who remained active in fteir fa group, but | remember his solid steady advice, b
beyond high school and tvgemhethings who bear hugs, and presence in my life as he and h
dropped out of church, the Barna study uncovereadgife, Jenn, loved me and walked through higl
a significant difference between the two. Thosedool life with me and my friends in youth groug
who stay were twice as likely to have a close _
personal friendship with an adult inside the churdf that youth room on Wednesday nights anc
(59% of thesvho stayed report such a friendship Sunday mornings was, another couple Jen ¢
versus 31% among those who are no longefchet, and Jodi. (You might recognize hee s ,
active). The same pattern is evident among moré2di RamsgyThese adults built relationships
intentional relationships such as meéngadag with me, with alusfand chaperoned us on trips,
of Millennials who stay had an adult mentor at thut also _S|mply lived life with us. | could list and te
church other than their pastonpared to 11%  YOu stories of so many more people who poure

of dropouts who say t W mylieigougy myformative years, telling
about Christ, His church, and how their life wa

This means relationships and community are kelifferent because Him and His work on the

It may surprise some of you but | was thatcross. My parents, my sister, my godparents, th
Millennial that walked away from church, inolder couples at church who knew what activities
college you could hear me say | loved Jesus butwas in in school, and the church as a whole
disliked and did matst His church. Yet, here I community. All helped form my faith, and
am years later a professional church worker? Yesltimately helped me find my way back into th
I f you woul dbéve tol d neleurchdoaroond Saindgyonornimgt o ¢ hu
when | was in college | wouldobve | aughed a
But relationships are key! I donét believe
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I hadnot gone t o ¢ huyoa &re making aykingdons impacp jast simplyfk
Christmas and Easter, shodi sgngpngnd ns anyi mmo
small group choir whenever she needed an ¢ ar e iTdDBbKathrynySchoeidér
additional soprano or alto. But one Sunday
morning a few years after | had graduated fro
college, | found myself walking into church, sittin
down and being greeted by an old family frieng
and her husband in two big bear hugs. And |
realized what | had been missing all those yeat
away. | realized | was home again! The
relationships | hadnfed in high school with
other adults besides my family were instrument:
in helping not only form my faith, but helping m_ _ )
come back through those church doors. The Ten Minute Bible Hour Podcast

trong Relationships Within Church Add to Resilier
aith in Young Adul tso E
5 Reasons Millennials
arna Sept. 17, 2013

So, | tell you this b m[ql;]g I i K e
are Sunday mornings when gettingaffyout & BIBLE HOUR

nice warm bed so you can go to church jus =

doesndt sound like an. L Ge't

out of bed, get to church because your presencére you looking for avrmodcast or youtuber to
in His Kingdom is the key to growing the Kingdorfollow. Let me introduce you to Matt Whitman. |

That young person you befriend and showuptbi s own words, Al mak
their baeetball game for, that matters! That youthFun, deedive content about the Bible,
trip you willingly take vacation time off work t¢hr i st i ani ty, and ot he

chaperone matters! That little child you hold iMinute Bible Hour can be downlohdes you
your arms to help mamma and dada surviveget your podcasts. He is an Evangelical Pastor t
another sermon matters! It might not seem lik&raining but has a curious mind and in his podcas
much, but in today's day age where everyone The Ten Minute Bible Hber,goes slowly
is longing for connection and comnyauity through different books of the Bible in 10 minut

matter! moments. He also has a youtube channel that r
_ _ A _ recerly changed the name of to Matt Whitman.
So shine Christos | i glohthé Bharndl Be éxpldred & Got! Ha Yours

can, and befriend that person in church next t@ifferent churches of various denominations, an
you. Because, you never know, that random youtfes, he tours an LCMS church and speaks wit

kid you took a selfie with 26sy@go at an lowa  the Pastor to learn what we Lutherans are a
District West Youth Gathering that you justghout. And he does this for ugario

happened to chaperone. She might justbethad e nomi nati ons. Heds si

DCE years later your chuoatlsbecause you curious mind, loves God and loves to explore
were one of the many people who took the time tgarious topics on the Bible, Christianity and othe
pour into her life in her formative years, one oétuff. | greatly enjoy listening ting to him, and h
those people who helped her to not becomegther podcasts he graces as | enjoy his love fc

another statistic of a church youth walking awayearing and curious mihdDCE Kathryn
Because relationships matter! You matter! An&chneider
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Fellowship Clublpdate

Special guest at Menday, April {Mlonday after Easter) meeting wi
Hispanic BBionary Pedro Lopez. Missionary Lopez serves the
and Storm Lake Hispanic communities. He is also one of the |
Afadoptionso of Zi o mojoinkhe HelowstisCl
at200p.mt o mor e persomal mysgebnta

DCE Kathryn gave a very interesting introduction to herself and h WLJ;LTA*EM CHURCH

i ) A R Celebrating and Sharing Christ’s Redeeming Love
well as her journey tdifuk church work. She brings a special hee
special gifts to the Zion family.

p L vvy\

FELLOWSHIP
CL UB

Another Orphan Grain Train clothing dvaveanitiucted frévpril
23 through April 3@ood, clean used clothing (and new) ¢
brought to the fellowship hall during that time frame. Clo
seasons and sizes ( men, W @
F.  you transition your closetvirioner to spring and summer, brir
Relief for Human Need Worldwide {00 big, too small, too familiar items to be a blessing to are
the world.

The items will be delivered to the Ida Grove warehouse in early May. The Fellowship Club thank
theirgenerogsupport of the Abox606 drive given to ft
a $300 check to the Ida Grove OGT warehouse for the purchase of shipping boxes. Our donati
boxes.

Masterplece Mannlng

.Wlth the/"\rts MEMORIAL

DAY LUNCH
e ZION

5.29.253

after cemetery services
until 1:00 p.m.

Support Zion's
%» kids' booth for
A Manning's Art
ﬂ;,_;!g,!ﬂ Festival! Watch next month's newsletter for

volunteer and donation opportunities!
AA‘_~ Ask Pastor Conner or PP

Marning lowa  Carlys Stribe for details.

kY

Jfreewill offering supports Zion's VBS




Rescuing Identity from people like mepecause we were
Sexuality abominations. But after reading these

passages, I saw that
o . : was he condemning me to an inescapable
From hiprisorcell, Christopher Yuan had time to destiny of torment. But rather, it was the se>

think. He was in prison for bwyidgselling
drugs, but he wasnét t hmmc;gndemned adyethesc}lllwantedan

thinking about identity. Christopher had spent his té rdiationship With %e

youth and young achdth identifying as a  This left Christopher at a crossroads:

homosexual: ) )
Either abandon God to live as a homosexua

For the longest time, | really believed that God i by allowing my feelings and sexual

had created me this wayay. | hadold passions to dictate who | was. Or abandor

myself over and oveam gay. | was born homosexualityy liberating myself from my

this way. This is who | am. | never chose to  feelings and live as a follower of Jesus

have these feelirtgs Christ. My decision was obvious. | chose
God.

Many who iddptias homosexual have told

themselves the same thing. ®@uChristopher Christopheros words a
was reading the Bi bl eulygeatothehdart of idestity. In & cotewh
combing hr ough Scripture &réweQ Kré wedlefihed by ojir dexualiddsires (@
f or h o mdsteexendaof histsgarcld he any desires, for that matter!) or by something
concluded, Al coul dn o telsef Chiighheroffeys, 0

At gaypride parades he had encountered As | searched the Scriptures for the way |

protesters holding up hateful sigisting that should live, | began to ask myself a differen
God hated the sasex attracted, towhen questioriVho am | apart from my sexuality?

Christopher actually read the verses these | di dndét have an ans
protestorgtypicallyreferenced he discovered _ _ )

something different: Christopher, like so many in our culture today, he

grown up in a culture manigan the belief that
| came across Leviticus 18:22 andi20:13 sexuality and identity were insepdhatl® be
passages normally used to condemn gaysour authentic and true selves we need to act o

and | esbians to a f iowsexualfdesites #nd B erhbrade our thterhs
t hat & oatlleshlansdandbgay men senseThis belief is baked into the LGBTQ cake.
abominations. He calle@gn abomination. These | ett er shadiasntédur j

What God condemned was the act, not theculture they are banners of id&atitthose who
person. For so long, | had gotten the messagelaim these letters as their identity, asking ther
from the Christian protestors aprigiey who theyre apart from their sexualized letter
parades that the God of the Bible hated

2Christopher, along with his mother Angela, recount his
jourrry from the pits of drug and sex addition to
freedom in Jesus in the lngkof A Far Country
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would leave them just as speechless asidentity; God does. And He does not define it i

Christopher. sexualized termde first, in creation, defines it
simply as male and female. From there, from ot

i Hﬂentity as male or femg‘lrié (tsod calls us fo lives

ofifédChristhpher d¥

God says, 6Be holy,
always thought that the opposite of
homosexuality was heterosexuality. But
actually the opposite of homosexuality is
_ _ holiness. God ._never
I realized that my IdgdfaheferoSeR8l! ABOLaPE,
by my sexuality. Paul j$.21h iyngAc 17: 28,
in him we |ive and move an have our bein
Christ should be everything all in all. My In other words, sexuality is the wrong focus
sexual orientatdbyn dHolihesasmalessandedfematethelight fatess i
my feelings or sexual attractions. My identityThe message to anyone strugglingtheith
was not 6gayéb or 6beB0Qexdaht Dt yoral phahbe
Oheterosexual , 6 f or Thdt &depsnoertity eanchoresBiodlity emg i
as a child of the living God must be in Jesugperpetuates the lie being pedaled by our culture
Christ alone. l's it possible for a
Yes. Many people have borne withess to sucl

So Christopher again turned tBdtigtures in
earnest. iomosexuala s n 0 t his
was it? Who was he apart from his sexuality? It
took a whileg fortunately, as Christopher
reflected, God had placed him in prison with time
to read and thiiikbut slowly théee of sexual
identity was exposed:

Christopher had discovered what Scripture hag |, 5 ges but desire ct
alwaysffirmed: we are not defined by ourdesirest he go a’l i snét to get
or by our internal sense; we are defined by OU o alized desire.

relationship to God. We are not sexual beings; we

are religious beings. Yes, sex is a part of ouBr eaki ng away from Ct

experience, but sex is not the core of our identitynoment, we can appretiéggpoint as it is made
Christophevrestled deeply with this: by Rosoria Butterfield, a woman who identified ¢

lesbian for 10 years before discovering the san
| always figured that just as | needed food an@,l- isto hyer iscovered about r%lod a

C
water , I needed sex.idlenn%t)? heMGitd & toBoR B0 I €
ask me to give up sex than he would ask merhougﬁts of an Unlikely Convert:
to give up eating or sleepingr so | '

thought é As I read t hstatedgto see hhew myi fidee (whicH

realized thereere people who lived their
whole lives without sex, like Jegetshe

was complete and whole. Paul was also
single and spoke positively about singleness,
sexual purity, and abstinence. Maybe | had
made sex an idol é

That was a hard admission to makeniature
and wise one. Sexuality does not define our

12

manifested itself in my lesbianism) separatec
me from the holy God who made me and
promi sed to take ca
feeling lé&k a lesbian, not at first. Rather, |

started to feed on the promises in the Bible
and spend more time embracing the means
of grace than the means of the world. God
sl owly and power full
mean here that God changed me from gay f



straightThe blood of Christ is too powerful to
merely reflect stashsfts in identity or

sexuality. God made me to see myself in the
context of his love, his design, his authority,
his sovereignty, his salvation, and his
holiness. | saw that in my pride, | was

of lust like the Gentiles who do not know Go
(1 Thessaltams 4:3%).

Abstain from every form of el
Thessalonians 5122

Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and exile:

persecuting Jesus himself, thermherdy

- to abstainfrom the passions of the flesh,
source of atoning love

which wage war against your(kdreter

Like Christopher, Rosoria saw her relationship 2:1112.

with God as being biggeratstatusshifin her So the question that Christopher realinedthe

discovered, is holiness. Christugteats, withoutThat is a question every Christ follower

For the longest time, | could never see myselftst answer. Could you live without sex? Coul
becoming straight. It was a burden, becaus&/OU llvé without certain nfusirofane music)

| felt | had to somehow become straight toCOU!d you live without a portion of your(income
please God. So when | realized that O" to supp @ Could gol live s t
heterosexuality should not be my goal, it wadVithout certain words (i.e. profane words)? Coul
so freeingé tifocusorew YPUIVEwitoytpqyng gould you live withouta fe

homosexuality or even heterosexuality, buf!0Urs @ week so that you could gather with th

on the one thing that God calls everyone tohurch in worship and study?

holy sexuality. Holy sexuality is not focusedrpis was the question @ipier was asking:
on orientation charigeecoming straight Could | live without sex? Could | live without :

but on obedience. And | realized that homosexual identit@d he realized that he
obedience means, no matteat why could:

situation, no matter what my feetjagsor
straight | must obey and be faithful to God.

der

| was realizing that there were a lot of things
couldive withodtand it was freeing. | was
not controlled by my past addiatignsid
idols, my sexual attraction, or my sexuality.

Does this mean Christopher must now practice
abstinence? Yes. But, as he observes,
fAbstinence is not something unfair or
unreasonable for God to asls gfebiplé. T h e Separating these things from his identity was
fact of the matter is the call to follow Christfreeing and it allowed him to discover the one thir
requies abstaininfommany things. Please he coul dnot [ ive withd
appreciate this point. If we are to follow Christ, we :

must abstain from many things that our flesh R/]Vh at d (t)h' : th |.f_n\|1|’</ell,l C
desires. Consider but a few exhortations from ere was one thing, or rspeettically one
Scipture: person,knewic o ul d n 0 ti Jebus.v e

For this is the will of God, your sanctificationwhen Christopher undesihis, he understood

that yoabstainfrom sexual immorality; that what it meant for his identity to be rescued fror
each one of you know how to control’his owrﬁ“s sexualitilay we all experience such rescue.

body in holiness and honor, not in the passion Pastor Conner
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Confirmation Witness Night
Wednesday, April 26 @ 6:30

Celebrate with our confirmands!

— Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, April 30

Parent s, be sur ¢
forms in advance to give permissi
parent dvers to drive your child.

CONFIRMATION MISSION CENTRAL
FIELD TRIP!

K\ﬂ 5,323

Depart Zion at 2:30. Parent drivers needed.
Tour Mission Central 3:30-5:00.

Party at Pizza Ranch in Denison afterwards!
(volunteers' and confirmands' pizza will be covered)

Planned return time: between 7:3
8:00.

Everyone is invited to join the field trip!
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Preschool Praises fikarch

March seemed to h#gen by! When | think about how we only have one m
month before the end of the year, | can't believe lgdhisgyeek has been going
We have smanymore futhings to get in before the end!

i . s, oy ot

We continued our Community Helpers theme and had a few more visitors. At the very end of

visit from a carpenter, John Bexten with JB Construction. It was not only fun for the kids but .a
Amy) to watch my own dad share his love of building witi hgy desesmied about what a carpente
and evetook part in helping build a wooden organizer to use for markers, crayons, pens, et
classroom for years to come.

Hereare some more fun things we got to do in March. Sherri, the Postmaster from the Manning
to visit and shared about what a Mail Carrier does and some different items they might wear \
mail. Not only did they get to sgroe things they also got to make some postcards and mail then
help of Sherri!

The kids also got to enjoy a visit from Tyler, Manning's Chief of Police. He talked a little about
things he was wearing, and had somedfuff dopic conversations with the kids. The kids r
comfortableith him and know Police Officers are there to keep us safe and help us when we 1
rescheduling a couple tiduesto those unwanted snow days, we finally got tio @sjoyram Neekal
Mikasia Jacobsen. They shared with the class a little about what a nurse at MRHC does and wh
here in Manning.

We also took this time to thank Pastor Conner and our wonderful classroom volunteers, Mos
Conner is a Community Helper by helping éeveayaieut Jesasd learn more about God. He tak¢
time every Wednesday to teach the Preschoolers all about what God and Jesus have done fo
to do for us. MB & MrsP are alsonaazing Community Helpers by taking the time to help out in th
each week. The kids really enjoy their company and we appreciate all of their help!

As a class, we collected food to donate to our local Food Pantry. The Community isgalisaarsisi
wanted to show our support. The kids were able to be Community Helpers themselves by brin
donation box!

We will be having our Dad's Night celebration at the end of this month and the kids are getting
it We have been practicing our songs and are very ready to enjoy the evening with their dads!

Our classes are filling up for next year already but we still have a few openings. If you or some
need of a registration packet please reazhemnail Imonmanningpreschool@gmaiicygou can call
textAmy at 712966703.

-Ms. Amy & Ms. Melanie
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Thank you, Zion, for
supporting our preschc!

so that we can share :

Jesus with children!




Representative: Brian Bést

Pastors' Day on the Hill brian best@legis.iowa.gky

Capitol: 518813221
March 28

=8 IowA _illlowa
{ l V\I?Ll SS1T RICT =|I|TE g_fTRICT
Senator: Jason Schult
Phone: 712692178
: Capitol: 518813371
. v Jason.schultz@legis.iowa.ggv
~ T.utheran

7AY Family Service

For Nothing is Impossible with God

Leftt Rev. D
Matthew Harriso

On March 28, Luthdramily Servi¢eFSpathered LCM
pastors from lowa Districts West and East to Des |

caucus with our elected representatives. We first ga S Ther oy V LCMS Presider

J'(}ining us!

Gloria Dei Lutheran Chutedre LCMS President, Mat addresses us.
Harrison, spok® usabout the ancienttsoof abortion ar
the Christian churchos
Kim Laube, gave us an upmigisslife legislative effortg
lowa, and LCMS Director of Life MDestcpness Tiffa

Manor, spoke about life supporting ministoCi e

Below: Pastor
LFS team
members, dn
LCMS electe
representatives

gather on th
grand staircase

the Capitg
Building.

From Gloria Dei we traveled to the Capitol Building
with our LCMS representatives and then to speak f
with our individual elected representatives. | (an
Vogel who carpooled with me) had the opportunit
individuall with Representative Brian Best and S
Jason Schultz. We encouraged them to be a strong
life and then had the privilege of praying for the
embolden them to supposffifening bills.

To find out how you can be a voice fayolifie,
www.lutheranfamilyservice.org Cl i ¢k on
Outreacho aVWode isheecontadt infermalt
for your el ect eithCranvdopdrCeus
your representative is Steve
steven.holt@legis.iowg.5by.281.32p1
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From Where Does Happiness Come?
Part2

Last month we talked about happimggere you find it. Learning to be -
is a process. You cannot buy it on a store shelf or order it from Ame ‘ :

; d . . on Cares
what many in our world believe, authentic happiness does not col T Z C
external circumstances; it is a choice we makes@/ diwhappy.

This does not mean faking happiness. That
doesnd6t require denying when things in yo
youcanseemad acknowl edge when something isnét

rehearsing the good that God has brought into your life and the good God has promised for y
So you may rejoice in your family or yolnowsenor your pleasant neighborhood or in the mornif
or in the music at church or in any number things. You can most certainly rejoice in Jesus, forgi
life, and salvation. This is how you choose to be happy. You rebdafs@outda to) the good that
has brought into your life.

It also involves speaking truth about who you are. Instead of comparing yourself to others an
the thingsyouarehob(m not as smart ans heém nlod mams)l¢gam
to focus on the good things you are. God
there are things in your life that you need to change (and you have the ability ti ghanmgped delj
ask! Take control of your choices. No one else should work harder than you at changing
example, if you want to lose weight, you can go to a gym and have a trainer help you with a pl
i f you tdraughton thefplan, thetrainer cannot get you physically fit. That must come
must take control of your choices.

There are lots of situations in life that can make it difficult to feel happy. If you find yourself imt
a professional (pastor or counselor) can help you work through past hurts and obstacles in org
happiness (i.e. to push through the feelings back to the truth of the good God has and does gi
right tools, authen@ppiness is achievable. Now take the first step and move forward to disco
come one day at a time.

Janet Brus, RN
Psychiatric Medical Care

Manning Regional Healthcare Center 7 " . . @
Program DirecioBenior Life Solutions (/ Senior Life Solutions

S

MANNING REGIONAL
HEALTHCARE CENTER
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k and Megan Mgnte
ving in Kenya

k: Associate Regional Business Manager
pan: Regional Coordinator of Care and Devel

Catching Up

It has been a while since our last newsletter, and we are excited to catch you up! Since our |
traveled over 12,000 miles to Wisddmsiesota, lowa, Nebraska, Colorado, and Montana, sharin
Lorddéds work in Africa t hr oughecemherwert aallcrsd.itwad
to connect with so many friends and mission supporters. Thank yog fer wighcopgn arms!

Besides connecting with congregations, schools, and individuals, we had extended time with fan
were thankful to help Megands parents reldd
Montana Chnseaes wi t h Megands family. We al so t hal
Carolina before we flew back to east Africa in late January. Along the way, it was a blessing to
service is an important time for those cagnaat@lthough we were not able to get everywhere, we
for technology to help us share in other ways.

We returned to Uganda at the end of January, where our focus was on transitioning to Nairobi,
are never easy, but thedrathChurch of Uganda (LCU) knows how to celebrate and send people

are grateful for our time and service alongside the LCU and know those relationships remain stro
to working alongside the 25 countries that the InekSvithrthroughout Africa, including the Lutheral
of Uganda.

Life & Ministry Update

Arriving in Nairobi, Kenya

We now have a new place to call home! We arrived in Nairobi, Kenya late February. Currently,
up our home andia#$ as we continue to learn more about the region's financial, educatio
opportunities. We are able to get into our home and will be fully able to set it up once our hous
from Ugandaooking ahead, we will gather wittstiloé oir team for our regional retreat in March,
attend language learning for Kiswabhili and take the time to get settled in Kenya properly.

Megan will also serve-pare at Tumaini Counseling Center in Nairobi, which provides couttszl
services for missionaries and their families throughout Africa. This is an excellent connection fq
region missionaries, allowing them to get needed gestkycé¥e praise God that Megan can couns
way and bolster oppoities for the LCMS missionaries to gain access to essential services for far

AThe Lord wil!/ keep your going out and you
In Joyful Service, Mark & Megan Mantey 19




Amigos en Cristo

News fromLa Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cris
Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Chu
April 2023 PastorPedro LopezDenison, Iowal

Hello! It is nice to write to you of great things happening in the IDW Hispanc ®u By God
is going and new members and prospects are in the midst.

We are ready to continue our second season with our ESL (English as a Second Language) clas
to all the great volunteers from St. Pawd Hiadtky area. We have a few students already attending {
and Bible study services in English and one who moved to Harlan is attending the worship and Bil

Our outreach in Storm LaK| In Denison, the ministry is very solid! New families are attending ll
happening at a slow pace.|| and Bible study. We are planning our ESL program again and hope
have ourBible study an|] volunteers involved.afecanvasing the Carroll and Harlan areas, ma
Worship services and we H| friends, and getting ready to work with St. Paul in Carroll to laun
a new family participating. || program. Thanks to those who are gearing up for it!

On March 25, we are having our first LWML workshop in Denison. Wdene apyiheg ffirst Hispanic L
branch in IDW! What a blessing! We also want to thank the LWML organization as they provided
to support the Hispanic ministry in our District, gracias ladies, you are all amazing!

We are looking fordver developing new Hispanic groups around the district. Please keep us in ya
continued support. Your help is always welcome. We are asking of all you to consider helping in the
that are opening with our ministry.

Graciasnd bendiciones, Pastor Lopez

Rev. Pedro Lopésstto the President
Missionary at Largedro@iowadistrictwest.or
5716067600 20



mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org

ZION [UTHERAN
VBS
1204 CENTER ST., MANNING
JUNE 5 -9 | 8:45-1130 AM
REGISTER &

ZIONMANNINGVBS.MYANSWERS.COM/2023

We are engagedinanepitleatt f or t he hearts and minds of
about who they are, who their Creator is, and where their salvation comes from. Thankfully,
children armor to wear in this battle between truth amafidsjdidkness, good and/eitil.Keepers of tl
Kingdom, your kids wil!/ |l earn how they ca
equi pped with the armor of God to bertrdhme K

Children ages 4 years old through sixth grad
invited to join us MonrBeglay from 8:45 a.m. to £
11:30 a.m. on Jun®,52023 for VBSyear olds ‘
who have attended Sunday School or Preschool = s~ H
be accompanibg a parent/adult arecasle to {52
register. We will also need an abundance <
volunteers (from yahitough adults). Volunteers ca ; Mission Door Offering
call the church office, register onli W Opportunity!
atzionmanningvbs.myanswerg282 ®r sign up in :
our fellowship halitudent registrations will open
the near future. Aren't able to help that week, but
still like to assist, we will (as always) need ca
donations and then watch for further announce
on other VB&eds.

Support the Oliver

Family in Taiwan.
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snapshots of Zi dblon

N I Zion youtt gl F ] -9
volunteer 1.

Pastor Riggert  during Lentel &
celebrates Baptis Mmeals. Than &
with Bev Grundmeie ~ you to  Zior -
= great grandchildren. ;

parents, youtt '
and Jodi
Ramsg and &
Bary Kienast fc &%
organizing an &=
providing thes &=
meals!

DCE Kathryn Schneic
pausegwith son Henfgy a
picture with Zion youth.

Naomi B. enjoy
the selection ¢

Christopher D. eagerly b &= : A Zionbds
into his Lenten suppfir. meals.
Isaiah C.
swings  his
legs as he
plays
preservice &
music  for
Zi ono s
Afternoon
Communion

Servic




