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Palm SUNDAY, April 2, at 9 a.m. 
Hear the ñHosannaò of the crowd welcoming Jesus as He rides on a donkey into Jerusalem 
and beginning His passion procession.  

 Maundy Thursday, April 6, at 6:30 p.m. 
Hear ñThis is my body . . . this is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many for 
THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS,ò (Matthew 26:26-28). The special communion service will 
conclude with the traditional stripping of the altar. 

 
Good Friday, April 7, at 6:30 
Hear Jesusô 7 words from the cross in the traditional Tenebrae (darkness) service. 

 
Easter SUNDAY, April 9 at 9:00     
Hear and sing ñChrist is risen!ò at this festival service.     
An Easter breakfast will be served beginning at 7:30 a.m. 
 

SATURDAY services will resume on Saturday, April 15 with services beginning at 5:00 p.m. 
during the spring and summer seasons.   

 

 

Holy Week @ Trinity 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Manilla, invites members, families, and community friends to hear the Good News of 

Jesusô passion and resurrection. Please note the SUNDAY services on Palm and Easter Sundays 
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Resurrection Confidence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[We know] that He who raised the Lord Jesus will 

raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you 
into his presence (2 Corinthians 4:14). 

 
Imagine the verse above is a cup of connoisseur 
coffee. The scent fills your nose with the 
intoxicating notes of dark chocolate and roasted 
nuts. Your tongue welcomes a smooth, velvety 
texture that bursts into complex complements of 
sweetness tempered with just the right amount of 
bitterness. This is not something you gulp.  
 
This is how weôre going to approach our verse. 
Paul packs powerful promises into his words that 
invite our careful contemplation and deep 
appreciation. In the surrounding verses Paul is 
exhorting us to draw comfort and strength from the 
promise of our bodily resurrection (which he 
highlights in our verse). There he writes of the 
coming ñeternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparisonò as he exhorts us to fix our eyes on 
this yet unseen promise. As he puts it, ñwe walk by 
faith, not by sightò (2 Corinthians 5:7). Paul isnôt 
endorsing some sort of blind trust; heôs specifically 
anchoring faith in our coming bodily resurrection 
and exhorting us to move through life as if this 
coming reality is more real than the fallen reality 
that we see every day with our eyes.  
 

                                           
1 The verse actually begins with the participle knowing, 
but itôs a first person plural participle connected to the 
plural we that begins the sentence back in verse 13.  

Our Resurrection Certainty  
 
In verse 14 (the one weôre considering) Paul 
focuses in on some of the thrilling realities 
connected to the resurrection from which he 
exhorts us to draw strength. Letôs savor his words. 
Paul begins with confidence: We knowé1 He 
doesnôt begin with uncertainty or wishful thinking. 
And he doesnôt even begin with the singular I. He 
begins with the plural we. Paul belonged to a 
growing body of Christians who were building their 
future confidence of their bodily resurrection on 
the historical reality of Jesusô bodily resurrection 
from the dead. As he wrote in 1 Corinthians, Jesus 
died, was buried, rose, and then:  
 

appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then 
he appeared to more than five hundred brothers 
at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to 
one untimely born, he appeared also to me (1 
Corinthians 15:5-8). 

 
Paul belonged to this we. So when he says, ñWe 
knowéò heôs talking about this body of witnesses 
and believers who were testifying to the historical 
reality of Jesusô bodily resurrection from the dead. 
This we understood something about the 
resurrection of Jesus: it wasnôt a stand-alone 
event; it was the opening act of the great and final 
resurrection of the dead. Appreciate this point: 
when Paul and his fellow resurrection confessors 
announced, Christ is risen!, they werenôt saying, 
Something really cool happened that we want you 
to know about. They were saying, Something 
amazing happened that impacts you. 
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So Paul says, ñWe know that He who raised the 
Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesuséò Do you 
see it? They know that Christôs resurrection 
means their resurrection. His resurrection was the 
Opening Act and they know theyôre involved in Act 
Two. They donôt want us to think of Jesusô 
resurrection and our resurrection as two different 
events, but as Part 1 and Part 2 of the same event. 
As such, our resurrection certainty is specifically 
anchored in the certainty of Jesusô resurrection 
(Paul makes this even more explicit in Romans 6 
where he connects our Baptism to the death and 
resurrection of Jesus).  
 
Paul goes into great detail about the resurrected 
body in 1 Corinthians 15. Take a look at verses 
42-44 where Paul describes our resurrected 
bodies as imperishable, glorified, powerful, and 
Holy Spirit empowered. Can you imagine 
imperishable (i.e. bodies with no expiration date), 
glorified (i.e. bodies radiant in the wow of God), 
powerful (i.e. bodies that donôt get tired and wear 
out), and Holy Spirit empowered bodies (i.e. 
bodies that are not tempted by sin)!  Amazing!  
 
Retained Identities  
 
In our verse Paul continues, ñ[We know] that He 
who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 
Jesus and bring us with youéò Notice the 
pronouns: we, us, and you. These pronouns refer 
to specific people. Paul had specific people in 
mind when he used these pronouns, people like 
Apollos, Stephanas, Fortunatus, Achaicus, Aquila, 
and Prisca (see the last verses in 1 Corinthians 
16). This is an exceedingly important point to 
appreciate. Look what Paul is assuming: identity 
will be retained in the resurrection!  
 
So Paul doesnôt say, God is going to raise generic 
people with no distinct identity. No. He says, God 
is going to raise the very people who died and they 

are going to be and remain those very same 
people and we will know each other! The 
resurrection will not erase our identities. The 
people who have gone before you in the faith (your 
mother or father, husband or wife, son or 
daughter) will be the same people who are raised 
from the dead! You will know them.  
 
Might our relationships change? Yes. Jesus says 
that in the resurrection we ñneither marry nor are 
given in marriageò (Matthew 22:30). He could 
mean that we will not be husband and wife in the 
resurrection or He could simply mean that we will 
not enter into new marriages in the resurrection. 
So the way we relate will change in certain yet-to-
be-comprehended ways, but it is abundantly clear 
from Paulôs words that our identities will be 
retained. We will know each other.  
 
Remarkable Reunion  
 
Finally, look how Paul ends: ñéraise us also with 
Jesus and bring us with you into his presence.ò 
Appreciate the preposition with and the word 
presence. These are words that communicate 
togetherness. Paul is emphatic: we and you and 
Jesus are going to be together! Weôre going to be 
together with Jesus with imperishable, glorified, 
powerful, and Spirit empowered bodies on this 
earth that Jesus is going to renew. Doesnôt that 
make your heart sing with joy?! God is planning a 
great reunion for us and Jesus is going to be there 
with us!    
 
Resurrection, retained identities, reunion, this is 
the confidence Christôs resurrection brings to us. 
This is the faith we walk by. ï Pastor Conner  
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I Hope the Next 
Phase Is Like 
Mephibosheth 

 
 
 
You read that right. Mephibosheth. Believe it or 
not itôs a name. I dare you to say it five times fast. 
I promise Iôm not punking you ï check out the ninth 
chapter of 2 Samuel. 
 

One thing Iôve wondered about is what the 
separation of my body and soul will be like. Will it 
hurt? Will I be aware of whatôs happening? The 
Bible is frustratingly silent on the matter. The next 
phase is compared to sleep. Yes, the Bible says 
weôll be with Jesus, but if youôre like me youôve 
never met Him face to face before ï what will the 
meeting be like? Is there special protocol? On top 
of that, Iôve never been away from my body before. 
The next phase will introduce new ways of being 
that are unfamiliar. Sometimes newness is 
exciting; but, sometimes itôs nerve-wracking. 
Thatôs why I hope that when I die, it will be like the 
encounter between King David and 
Mephibosheth. 
 

Before David was ñKingò David, his daytime job 
was shepherding. The king at the time, Saul, was 
too busy tinkling his tunic at the sight of Goliath the 
giant to be an effective leader. David enlisted 
himself and killed the giant (again, Saulôs job). As 
a result, David received the praise of the people. 
Saulôs approval rating declined, and he hated 
David for it. Saul exiled his most effective 
commander; he even chased him in the desert. 
Saul made David homeless, and he even 
attempted to kill him with a spear. Saul repaid 
Davidôs loyalty with banishment. 
 

King Saul eventually died in battle alongside his 
son, Jonathan, Davidôs best friend. Saulôs death 
paved the way for Davidôs ascension to King of 

Israel. It would seem understandable ï I think ï 
that as David took over that he would clean house; 
eliminate and banish anyone associated with or 
related to Saul. An eye for an eye and all that 
business. 
 

Surprisingly though, one of Davidôs first acts as 
king was to identify and uplift any remaining family 
members of Saul. The new King wanted to show 
kindness to Jonathanôs family as Jonathan had 
shown David kindness. I think you know where Iôm 
going with this. There was one known family 
member from Saulôs lineage. Mephibosheth. 
 

David sought out and summoned Mephibosheth to 
his court. Something you have to know about 
Mephibosheth is his feet were disabled. He had 
nothing to offer the King; he was completely 
helpless plus he had the misfortune of belonging 
to the family that had made Davidôs life a living 
hell. It seems plausible that as Mephibosheth 
limped towards David that his pulse was elevated, 
he was sweating through his clothes, and the 
butterflies were flying in the tummy! ñWill David kill 
me because of my grandfather, Saul?ò 
 

What happens next is nothing short of amazing. 
On account of Jonathan, David welcomed a 
disabled man to his home. David assured 
Mephibosheth that he would dine at the Kingôs 
table for the remainder of his life (David was 
guaranteeing him the ancient equivalent of social 
security). The King was ñsetting a table beforeò a 
man who functionally on account of his disability 
had nothing to expand Davidôs wealth. Saulôs 
family had already cost David a great deal, but 
David was willing to increase the debt. 
Because of the kindness of the King, 
Mephibosheth was safe. Thatôs what I hope the 
next phase of my life will be like. 
 

When I die, I will be lost; away from the body Iôve 
called home for over three decades. But my body 
which is already disabled by incurable cancer is 
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also united to a disabled soul. Death has a way of 
magnifying how youôve hurt people over the years. 
Like Mephibosheth, itôs petrifying to come into the 
presence of the God of whom youôve desecrated 
His world. Guilt. Sweating. Nervousness. Fear. 
How will God respond when He sees you? 
 

David, however, sought out his enemyôs family. I 
am trusting that God will seek me out as I am away 
from my body; like a father sprinting towards a 
prodigal or a shepherd searching for the one out 
of one-hundred. In the valley of death His rod and 
staff find me ï even invite me. 
 

King David issued kindness to Mephibosheth not 
for Mephiboshethôs sake (since he had nothing to 
offer), but for the sake of Jonathan. I am trusting 
that the Father will welcome me not because I am 
entitled to Divine kindness (all I have to offer is a 
sinful soul and a diseased corpse), but because 
the Father gives kindness on account of a new 
Jonathan -- His slain Son, Jesus. My lifeôs work is 
pretty pathetic, but Christôs is earth-shattering! I 
am riding on His coattails. 
 

Finally, as I enter the next phase of my existence, 
I am trusting that I will be taken care of. David 
offered perpetual, free-of-charge dining to 
Mephibosheth. Saulôs family deserved 
vengeance, but David ordered a celebration. I am 
trusting that a radically undeserved experience of 
safety and siesta are in store for me. Iôm not 
getting whatôs coming to me. But what I will get is 
a Jesus whose first miracle was to be the life of 
the party by transforming water into wine. 
 

Hereôs to hoping and trusting that whatôs on the 
horizon is similar but even greater than what David 
gave to Mephibosheth; that we have an even 
greater King in Jesus who is ready to search for 
me in my divided and disabled soul-body and 
enliven me in the marriage feast of the Lamb in 
His Kingdom which has no end. ï Pastor Johnson  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DATE:  3/21/2023 
 
 
 
COMMITTEES: Pastor Riggert thanked us for serving 
meals for Lent.  Zion Fellowship Club holds a clothing 
drive on the fifth Sunday for Orphan Grain Train.  New 
and gently used clothing for all ages and sexes can be 
used. The Zion Fellowship Club goes to help sort and 
load there. The next date to help is April 23. We are 
invited to go along.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  Camp Okoboji is going to have 
a quilt/craft show and auction again on June 17.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  We reviewed and edited 
the Guild books, especially the funeral guidelines and 
telephone numbers.  The drawing for the basket for the 
Haitian student was finished.  Mike Lorenzen had the 
high bid of $222.22, and Rob Lueth also had a $100.00 
donation in the bids.  There was another donation of 
$25.00.  With the basket and the donations, the total 
collected was $350.00.  This will cover Esperanda for 
this year.  Cathie mocked up a thankyou for in the 
bulletins.  Susan will finish and print it for the Saturday 
service.   
 
NEW BUSINESS:  We reviewed the bylaws and the 
LWML book, the election of officers, duties of Guild and 
dissolution.  For election of officers, there will no longer 
be a committee required.  If there are 2 people running 
for an office there will be a vote, or if only 1 person has 
volunteered a vote to accept them.  The fall rally theme 
from Pastor Johnson is ñWait for the Lordò from Psalm 
27:14.  Bonnie Lorenzen gave Christian Life on 
forgiveness, praying that God will teach us to forgive. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  April 27 is the Spring Rally at 
Our Savior.  Bonnie Lorenzen is the hostess and 
chairperson for April.  The meeting closed with the 
Lord's Prayer and the table prayer. 
 
Susan Mahnke, Secretary 
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On March 12, Zion celebrated 
Susan Lambôs retirement and 
her 25 years of lifting high 
Christôs cross through music. 
In March I (Pastor Conner) 
sat down and visited with her 
about her years of service. 
Here are excerpts from our 
conversation:  
 
Pastor:  
When and how did you start playing for 
worship?  
 
Susan:  
I started out playing the piano. One day Warren 
Puck approached me and asked, ñDo you know 
how to play the organ?ò I told him, ñNo.ò And he 
said, ñWell, why donôt you get up there and learn?ò 
So Fern Jensen gave me the five minute tour and 
I started practicing. After a while Warren said, ñItôs 
time for you to start playing in church. So, I did.ò  
 
Pastor:  
What have you enjoyed most about playing?  
 
I had a phobia, at first, about playing in front of 
people, but playing for the Lord and for the 
congregation is important. I love hearing the 
people sing and over the years I have become 
more confident. I also really enjoy playing 
preludes on the piano. And funerals, I always felt 
privileged to play for funerals. It was my way of 
serving the family.   
 

 
Pastor:  
What are some favorite memories about 
playing for church services? 
 
Susan:  
Playing for Christmas Eve with the choir, I loved 
that, and with the brass for Easter. I loved opening 
up the pipes with the full church. I also remember 
my duet with Timothy on the organ and the piano. 
That was a lot of fun.   
 
Pastor:  
Do you have a favorite hymn, and why is it your 
favorite? 
You know my favorite him. (I did. Itôs ñLift High the 
Crossò). I donôt know why I love it so much. Itôs just 
so uplifting. It gives me goosebumps. And I 
mastered the pedals right away. You have to go 
up and down the pedals. I also love ñThis is the 
Feast.ò  
 
Pastor:  
What words of wisdom or 
encouragement would you like to share with 
young musicians? 
 
Donôt doubt yourself. The Lord is with us. Youôre 
playing for Him.  Enjoy your talent.  And donôt play 
too slowly. J On piano, before you ever start, take 
a deep breath and then exhale. Look at the key 
signature, figure out the tempo, and then play. And 
then practice, practice, practice. Stay organized. 
And, if you make a mistake, just keep going.  Donôt 
let your adrenaline derail you.  
_______________ 
 
We give thanks to God for Susan Lamb: 25 years 
of lifting high the cross of Jesus! ï Pastor Conner  

 
 

of Lifting High the 
Cross through Music 

Giving Thanks for Susan Lamb 
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You are making an eternal impact 
for the Kingdom! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ñI am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that 
dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your 
mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you 
as well.ò 1 Timothy 1:5 
 
Relationships matter in our faith walk. Like 
Timothy, maybe for you it was your grandmother 
or mother who helped instill faith in you, living out 
their faith through an active prayer life, attending 
church regularly, generous giving, and happy 
hospitality. Or maybe a Pastor, DCE, or church 
worker poured into you through teaching you 
confirmation or youth group and helped you 
grapple with tough questions through your 
formative years. Or perhaps it was a random adult 
who took you under their wing, attended your 
sporting events, concerts, chaperoned your NYG 
Trip, or simply asked you to come help rake their 
leaves, and while together, conversations on 
Christ came up naturally. As you look back on your 
life can you see the relationships that were key to 

helping you grow in your faith, those formative 
family members, the key community people who 
took an interest in you? In my own faith journey I 
can look back and see how these key 
relationships not only helped me in my formative 
years to grow in my faith and relationship with 
Christ and his Church, but helped me come back 
from my prodigal years and ultimately into church 
work professionally. 
 

As a DCE a major concern I hear from parents, 
grandparents, and mature Christians is, Is there 
anything that can be done to help ensure youth 
donôt walk away after high school from the church? 
Or My grown children no longer attend church but 
I raised them in the church, why is this happening? 
Is there a program, a curriculum, anything that can 
be done to reach our youth and young people for 
Christ, to help them see the value of Church? The 
answer is there is no ONE program, or ONE 
person, apart from Christ, who can change this 
cultural tide, but there are things to be done.  
 

Barna recently came out with a study and wrote 
about it in an article in August of 2020 called, 
ñStrong Relationships within Church Add to 
Resilient Faith in Young Adults.ò In this article they 
talk of how young adults today are growing up in a 
time where church scandals are rampant, the truth 
is relative, and walking away from the church is 
becoming the norm. But they wanted to study what 
was different for those young adults who had 
resilient faith. And the key was relationships. The 
key relationship for faith formation in youth is their 
parents, so take heart mom and dad! Youôre doing 
a great job! Nightly dinners are key, praying with 
your children, reading devotionals and the Bible, 
praying with your children and attending church 
together regularly are all amazing spiritual 
disciplines you are and can instill into your kiddos. 
But take heart also, that youôre not in this alone!  
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ñResilient disciples have robust faith in many 
different dimensions of their lives. They are far 
more relationally well-rounded than others their 
age. More than three-quarters say they have ñat 
least one close friend I trust with my secretsò 
(83%), ñwhen growing up, I had close personal 
friends who were adultsò (81%) and ñI have 
someone in my life, other than family, who I can 
go to for advice on personal issuesò (77%)ò (Barna 
2020, Strong Relationships within Church Add to 
Resilient Faith in Young Adults.) Take special note 
of that last statistic. ñI have someone in my life, 
other than familyéò Parents and family are the 
most important in the faith formation but they are 
not in this alone and we as a church, as a 
community, matter and make a difference!  
 

But donôt just take my word for it! Barna similarly 
found, in a study in 2013 on Millennials and church 
dropouts, that ñwhen comparing twenty-
somethings who remained active in their faith 
beyond high school and twenty-somethings who 
dropped out of church, the Barna study uncovered 
a significant difference between the two. Those 
who stay were twice as likely to have a close 
personal friendship with an adult inside the church 
(59% of those who stayed report such a friendship 
versus 31% among those who are no longer 
active). The same pattern is evident among more 
intentional relationships such as mentoringð28% 
of Millennials who stay had an adult mentor at the 
church other than their pastor, compared to 11% 
of dropouts who say the same.ò 
 

This means relationships and community are key! 
It may surprise some of you but I was that 
Millennial that walked away from church, in 
college you could hear me say I loved Jesus but I 
disliked and did not trust His church. Yet, here I 
am years later a professional church worker? Yes! 
If you wouldôve told me I would go into church work 
when I was in college I wouldôve laughed at you. 
But relationships are key! I donôt believe I truly fell 

away from my faith, which began in my baptism. 
But I did question it, and I grew up solidly in the 
church. Attending regularly, going on mission 
trips, NYGs (national youth gatherings) and youth 
gatherings. And I am a firm believer my faith is as 
strong as it is today because of the relationships 
in my life who didnôt give up on me in my prodigal 
years.  
 

Apart from my parents, my grandma, Rene, 
prayed for me from day one! She faithfully showed 
what a strong woman in faith looked like, what it 
meant to serve others, raise a family, read your 
Bible, pray, and share the love of Christ in all you 
do. In high school, my youth worker, Brian had a 
ministry of presence. I have vivid memories of him 
and his wife showing up at my Friday Night football 
games to watch me in marching band, and my 
show choir invitationals. I cannot for the life of me 
remember any one lesson he taught me in youth 
group, but I remember his solid steady advice, big 
bear hugs, and presence in my life as he and his 
wife, Jenn, loved me and walked through high 
school life with me and my friends in youth group.  
 

In that youth room on Wednesday nights and 
Sunday mornings was, another couple Jen & 
Chet, and Jodi. (You might recognize her. Yes, itôs 
Jodi Ramsey.) These adults built relationships 
with me, with all of us and chaperoned us on trips, 
but also simply lived life with us. I could list and tell 
you stories of so many more people who poured 
into my life through my formative years, telling me 
about Christ, His church, and how their life was 
different because of Him and His work on the 
cross. My parents, my sister, my godparents, the 
older couples at church who knew what activities I 
was in in school, and the church as a whole 
community. All helped form my faith, and 
ultimately helped me find my way back into the 
church doors one Sunday morning.  
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I hadnôt gone to church in years apart from 
Christmas and Easter, and singing in my momôs 
small group choir whenever she needed an 
additional soprano or alto. But one Sunday 
morning a few years after I had graduated from 
college, I found myself walking into church, sitting 
down and being greeted by an old family friend 
and her husband in two big bear hugs. And I 
realized what I had been missing all those years 
away. I realized I was home again! The 
relationships I had formed in high school with 
other adults besides my family were instrumental 
in helping not only form my faith, but helping me 
come back through those church doors.  
 

So, I tell you this because, if youôre like me, there 
are Sunday mornings when getting up out of your 
nice warm bed so you can go to church just 
doesnôt sound like any fun. But do it! Get up, get 
out of bed, get to church because your presence 
in His Kingdom is the key to growing the Kingdom. 
That young person you befriend and show up to 
their basketball game for, that matters! That youth 
trip you willingly take vacation time off work to 
chaperone matters! That little child you hold in 
your arms to help mamma and dada survive 
another sermon matters! It might not seem like 
much, but in today's day and age where everyone 
is longing for connection and community, you 
matter!  
 

So shine Christôs light in the unique way only you 
can, and befriend that person in church next to 
you. Because, you never know, that random youth 
kid you took a selfie with 20 years ago at an Iowa 
District West Youth Gathering that you just 
happened to chaperone. She might just be that 
DCE years later your church calls because you 
were one of the many people who took the time to 
pour into her life in her formative years, one of 
those people who helped her to not become 
another statistic of a church youth walking away. 
Because relationships matter! You matter! And 

you are making a Kingdom impact just simply by 
showing up and saying to that kid, ñI see you, and 
I care about you!ò ï DCE Kathryn Schneider  

 

Strong Relationships Within Church Add to Resilient 
Faith in Young Adultsò Barna Aug. 26, 2020 
ñ5 Reasons Millennials Stay Connected to Churchò 
Barna Sept. 17, 2013 

 

 

 

The Ten Minute Bible Hour Podcast  

  

 
 
Are you looking for a new podcast or youtuber to 
follow. Let me introduce you to Matt Whitman. In 
his own words, ñI make free bible content for you! 
Fun, deep-dive content about the Bible, 
Christianity, and other stuff.ò His podcast called 10 
Minute Bible Hour can be downloaded where you 
get your podcasts. He is an Evangelical Pastor by 
training but has a curious mind and in his podcast, 
The Ten Minute Bible Hour, he goes slowly 
through different books of the Bible in 10 minute 
moments. He also has a youtube channel that he 
recently changed the name of to Matt Whitman. 
On the channel he explores a lot! He tours 
different churches of various denominations, and 
yes, he tours an LCMS church and speaks with 
the Pastor to learn what we Lutherans are all 
about. And he does this for various 
denominations. Heôs simply a fun guy, who has a 
curious mind, loves God and loves to explore 
various topics on the Bible, Christianity and other 
stuff. I greatly enjoy listening ting to him, and his 
other podcasts he graces as I enjoy his love for 
learning and curious mind. ï DCE Kathryn 
Schneider  
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Fellowship Club Update  
 

Special guest at the Monday, April 10 (Monday after Easter) meeting will be 
Hispanic Missionary Pedro Lopez.  Missionary Lopez serves the Denison 
and Storm Lake Hispanic communities.  He is also one of the missionary 
ñadoptionsò of Zion. Friends and guests are invited to join the Fellowship Club 
at 2:00 p.m. to more personally get to know ñourò missionary.  
 

DCE Kathryn gave a very interesting introduction to herself and her family as 
well as her journey to full-time church work.  She brings a special heart and 
special gifts to the Zion family.  
 

Another Orphan Grain Train clothing drive will be conducted from April 
23 through April 30. Good, clean used clothing (and new) can be 
brought to the fellowship hall during that time frame.  Clothing of all 
seasons and sizes (men, womenôs, and children) are welcome.  As 
you transition your closet from winter to spring and summer, bring the 
too big, too small, too familiar items to be a blessing to areas around 
the world.   

 

The items will be delivered to the Ida Grove warehouse in early May. The Fellowship Club thanks the Zion family for 
their generous support of the ñboxôô drive given to the March 12 fellowship donations.  The Fellowship Club is sending 
a $300 check to the Ida Grove OGT warehouse for the purchase of shipping boxes. Our donations will supply 300 
boxes.   
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Rescuing Identity from 
Sexuality  

 
From his prison cell, Christopher Yuan had time to 
think. He was in prison for buying and selling 
drugs, but he wasnôt thinking about drugs; he was 
thinking about identity. Christopher had spent his 
youth and young adulthood identifying as a 
homosexual:  
 

For the longest time, I really believed that God 
had created me this way ï gay. I had told 
myself over and over, I am gay. I was born 
this way. This is who I am. I never chose to 
have these feelings.2 

 

Many who identify as homosexual have told 
themselves the same thing. But now Christopher 
was reading the Bibleé a lot. He recounts 
combing through Scripture ñlooking for justification 
for homosexuality.ò At the end of his search he 
concluded, ñI couldnôt find any.ò  
 

At gay-pride parades he had encountered 
protesters holding up hateful signs insisting that 
God hated the same-sex attracted, but when 
Christopher actually read the verses these 
protestors typically referenced he discovered 
something different: 
 

I came across Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13 ï 
passages normally used to condemn gays 
and lesbians to a fiery fateé But I realized 
that God didnôt call lesbians and gay men 
abominations. He called it an abomination.  
What God condemned was the act, not the 
person. For so long, I had gotten the message 
from the Christian protestors at gay-pride 
parades that the God of the Bible hated 

                                           
2 Christopher, along with his mother Angela, recount his 
journey from the pits of drug and sex addition to 
freedom in Jesus in the book Out of A Far Country.  

people like me, because we were 
abominations. But after reading these 
passages, I saw that God didnôt hate me; nor 
was he condemning me to an inescapable 
destiny of torment. But rather, it was the sex 
he condemned, and yet he still wanted an 
intimate relationship with meé 

  
This left Christopher at a crossroads:  
 

Either abandon God to live as a homosexual 
ï by allowing my feelings and sexual 
passions to dictate who I was. Or abandon 
homosexuality ï by liberating myself from my 
feelings ï and live as a follower of Jesus 
Christ. My decision was obvious. I chose 
God. 

 

Christopherôs words are incredibly insightful and 
truly get to the heart of identity. In our core, who 
are we? Are we defined by our sexual desires (or 
any desires, for that matter!) or by something 
else? Christopher offers, 
 

As I searched the Scriptures for the way I 
should live, I began to ask myself a different 
question: Who am I apart from my sexuality? 
I didnôt have an answer. 

 

Christopher, like so many in our culture today, had 
grown up in a culture marinating in the belief that 
sexuality and identity were inseparable, that to be 
our authentic and true selves we need to act on 
our sexual desires and to embrace our internal 
sense. This belief is baked into the LGBTQ cake. 
These letters donôt just stand for behaviors, to our 
culture they are banners of identity. For those who 
claim these letters as their identity, asking them 
who they are apart from their sexualized letter 
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would leave them just as speechless as 
Christopher.  
 

So Christopher again turned to the Scriptures in 
earnest. If homosexual wasnôt his identity, what 
was it? Who was he apart from his sexuality? It 
took a while ï fortunately, as Christopher 
reflected, God had placed him in prison with time 
to read and think ï but slowly the lie of sexual 
identity was exposed:  
 

I realized that my identity shouldnôt be defined 
by my sexuality. Paul said in Acts 17:28, óFor 
in him we live and move and have our being.ô  
Christ should be everything ï my all in all.  My 
sexual orientation didnôt have to be defined by 
my feelings or sexual attractions. My identity 
was not ógayô or óhomosexual,ô or even 
óheterosexual,ô for that matter. But my identity 
as a child of the living God must be in Jesus 
Christ alone.   

  
Christopher had discovered what Scripture has 
always affirmed: we are not defined by our desires 
or by our internal sense; we are defined by our 
relationship to God. We are not sexual beings; we 
are religious beings. Yes, sex is a part of our 
experience, but sex is not the core of our identity. 
Christopher wrestled deeply with this:  
 

I always figured that just as I needed food and 
water, I needed sex. God wouldnôt anymore 
ask me to give up sex than he would ask me 
to give up eating or sleeping ï or so I 
thoughté As I read through the Bible, I 
realized there were people who lived their 
whole lives without sex, like Jesus ï yet he 
was complete and whole. Paul was also 
single and spoke positively about singleness, 
sexual purity, and abstinence. Maybe I had 
made sex an idolé 

 

That was a hard admission to make, but a mature 
and wise one. Sexuality does not define our 

identity; God does. And He does not define it in 
sexualized terms. He first, in creation, defines it 
simply as male and female. From there, from our 
identity as male or female, God calls us to lives of 
holiness. Christopher offers, 
 

God says, óBe holy, for I am holy.ô I had 
always thought that the opposite of 
homosexuality was heterosexuality. But 
actually the opposite of homosexuality is 
holiness. God never said, óBe heterosexual, 
for I am heterosexual.ô He said, óBe holy, for I 
am holy.ô 

 

In other words, sexuality is the wrong focus. 
Holiness as males and females is the right focus. 
The message to anyone struggling with the 
LGBTQ identity alphabet is not, ñBe heterosexual.ò 
That keeps identity anchored to sexuality and 
perpetuates the lie being pedaled by our culture. 
Is it possible for a personôs desires to change? 
Yes. Many people have borne witness to such 
changes, but desire change isnôt the goal because 
the goal isnôt to get someone to experience a 
sexualized desire.  
 

Breaking away from Christopherôs story for a 
moment, we can appreciate this point as it is made 
by Rosoria Butterfield, a woman who identified as 
a lesbian for 10 years before discovering the same 
thing Christopher discovered about God and 
identity. She writes in her book The Secret 
Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert:  
 

I started to see how my pride (which 
manifested itself in my lesbianism) separated 
me from the holy God who made me and 
promised to take care of me. I didnôt stop 
feeling like a lesbian, not at first. Rather, I 
started to feed on the promises in the Bible 
and spend more time embracing the means 
of grace than the means of the world. God 
slowly and powerfully changed me. I donôt 
mean here that God changed me from gay to 
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straight. The blood of Christ is too powerful to 
merely reflect status-shifts in identity or 
sexuality. God made me to see myself in the 
context of his love, his design, his authority, 
his sovereignty, his salvation, and his 
holiness. I saw that in my pride, I was 
persecuting Jesus himself, the one and only 
source of atoning love.  

 

Like Christopher, Rosoria saw her relationship 
with God as being bigger than a status-shift in her 
identity. The goal, as she and Christopher 
discovered, is holiness. Christopher reflects, 
 

For the longest time, I could never see myself 
becoming straight. It was a burden, because 
I felt I had to somehow become straight to 
please God. So when I realized that 
heterosexuality should not be my goal, it was 
so freeingé I knew I shouldnôt focus on 
homosexuality or even heterosexuality, but 
on the one thing that God calls everyone to: 
holy sexuality. Holy sexuality is not focused 
on orientation change ï becoming straight ï 
but on obedience. And I realized that 
obedience means, no matter what my 
situation, no matter what my feelings ï gay or 
straight ï I must obey and be faithful to God. 

 

Does this mean Christopher must now practice 
abstinence? Yes. But, as he observes, 
ñAbstinence is not something unfair or 
unreasonable for God to ask of his people.ò The 
fact of the matter is the call to follow Christ 
requires abstaining from many things. Please 
appreciate this point. If we are to follow Christ, we 
must abstain from many things that our flesh 
desires. Consider but a few exhortations from 
Scripture:   
 

For this is the will of God, your sanctification: 
that you abstain from sexual immorality; that 
each one of you know how to control his own 
body in holiness and honor, not in the passion 

of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God 
(1 Thessalonians 4:3-5). 
 

Abstain from every form of evil (1 
Thessalonians 5:22). 
 

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles 
to abstain from the passions of the flesh, 
which wage war against your soul (1 Peter 
2:11-12). 

 

So the question that Christopher realized he must 
answer was this: What do I think I canôt live 
without? That is a question every Christ follower 
must answer. Could you live without sex? Could 
you live without certain music (i.e. profane music)? 
Could you live without a portion of your income (in 
order to support Christôs mission)? Could you live 
without certain words (i.e. profane words)? Could 
you live without porn? Could you live without a few 
hours a week so that you could gather with the 
church in worship and study?  
 

This was the question Christopher was asking: 
Could I live without sex? Could I live without a 
homosexual identity? And he realized that he 
could:  
 

I was realizing that there were a lot of things I 
could live without ï and it was freeing. I was 
not controlled by my past addictions, my old 
idols, my sexual attraction, or my sexuality.  

 

Separating these things from his identity was 
freeing and it allowed him to discover the one thing 
he couldnôt live without:  

 

ñWhat do I think I canôt live without? Well, 
there was one thing, or more specifically one 
person, I knew I couldnôt live without ï Jesus. 

 

When Christopher understood this, he understood 
what it meant for his identity to be rescued from 
his sexuality. May we all experience such rescue. 
ï Pastor Conner  
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Parents, be sure to fill out Zionôs travel 
forms in advance to give permission for 
parent drivers to drive your child.  
 

Planned return time: between 7:30 and 
8:00. 
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Preschool Praises for March 
 
March seemed to have flown by! When I think about how we only have one more full 
month before the end of the year, I can't believe how quickly this year has been going. 
We have so many more fun things to get in before the end!  
 
We continued our Community Helpers theme and had a few more visitors. At the very end of February we had a 
visit from a carpenter, John Bexten with JB Construction. It was not only fun for the kids but also fun for me (Ms. 
Amy) to watch my own dad share his love of building with my class.  They learned about what a carpenter does 
and even took part in helping build a wooden organizer to use for markers, crayons, pens, etc. to keep in our 
classroom for years to come.  
 
Here are some more fun things we got to do in March. Sherri, the Postmaster from the Manning Post Office, came 
to visit and shared about what a Mail Carrier does and some different items they might wear while out delivering 
mail. Not only did they get to try on some things they also got to make some postcards and mail them out with the 
help of Sherri!  
 
The kids also got to enjoy a visit from Tyler, Manning's Chief of Police. He talked a little about what he did, a few 
things he was wearing, and had some fun and off topic conversations with the kids. The kids really got 
comfortable with him and know Police Officers are there to keep us safe and help us when we need them! After 
rescheduling a couple times due to those unwanted snow days, we finally got to enjoy our visit from Neeka & 
Mikasia Jacobsen. They shared with the class a little about what a nurse at MRHC does and what they do as EMTs 
here in Manning.  
 
We also took this time to thank Pastor Conner and our wonderful classroom volunteers, Mrs B & Mrs P. Pastor 
Conner is a Community Helper by helping everyone hear about Jesus and learn more about God. He takes the 
time every Wednesday to teach the Preschoolers all about what God and Jesus have done for us and continues 
to do for us. Mrs. B & Mrs. P are also amazing Community Helpers by taking the time to help out in the classroom 
each week. The kids really enjoy their company and we appreciate all of their help! 
 
As a class, we collected food to donate to our local Food Pantry. The Community is always supporting us and we 
wanted to show our support. The kids were able to be Community Helpers themselves by bringing food to fill our 
donation box! 
 
We will be having our Dad's Night celebration at the end of this month and the kids are getting very excited about 
it. We have been practicing our songs and are very ready to enjoy the evening with their dads!  
 
Our classes are filling up for next year already but we still have a few openings. If you or someone you know is in 
need of a registration packet please reach out via email to zionmanningpreschool@gmail.com or you can call or 
text Amy at 712-790-6703.  
 
-Ms. Amy & Ms. Melanie 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:zionmanningpreschool@gmail.com
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Thank you, Zion, for 
supporting our preschool 

so that we can share 

Jesus with children! 
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Representative: Brian Best 
  brian.best@legis.iowa.gov  
   Capitol: 515-281-3221 

 
 

Senator: Jason Schultz 
Phone: 712-269-2178 
Capitol: 515-281-3371 
Jason.schultz@legis.iowa.gov 

 

On March 28, Lutheran Family Service (LFS) gathered LCMS 
pastors from Iowa Districts West and East to Des Moines to 
caucus with our elected representatives. We first gathered at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church where LCMS President, Matthew 
Harrison, spoke to us about the ancient roots of abortion and 
the Christian churchôs advocacy for life. LFS Deputy Director, 
Kim Laube, gave us an update on pro-life legislative efforts in 
Iowa, and LCMS Director of Life Ministry, Deaconess Tiffany 
Manor, spoke about life supporting ministry in the LCMS.  
 
From Gloria Dei we traveled to the Capitol Building to meet 
with our LCMS representatives and then to speak personally 
with our individual elected representatives. I (and Pastor 
Vogel who carpooled with me) had the opportunity to visit 
individually with Representative Brian Best and Senator 
Jason Schultz. We encouraged them to be a strong voice for 
life and then had the privilege of praying for the Lord to 
embolden them to support life-affirming bills. 
 
To find out how you can be a voice for life, go to 
www.lutheranfamilyservice.org.  Click on ñLife Advocacy & 
Outreachò and get involved. Above is the contact information 
for your elected representatives (if youôre in Crawford County, 
your representative is Steve Holt: 
steven.holt@legis.iowa.gov, 515.281.3221). 

 .    

Left: Rev. Dr. 
Matthew Harrison, 
LCMS President, 
addresses us.  
 

Below: Pastors, 
LFS team 
members, and 
LCMS elected 
representatives 
gather on the 
grand staircase in 
the Capitol 
Building.  

mailto:brian.best@legis.iowa.gov
http://www.lutheranfamilyservice.org/
mailto:steven.holt@legis.iowa.gov
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From Where Does Happiness Come? 
Part 2 

 
Last month we talked about happiness and where you find it. Learning to be happy 
is a process. You cannot buy it on a store shelf or order it from Amazon. Despite 
what many in our world believe, authentic happiness does not come from our 
external circumstances; it is a choice we make. We choose to be happy.  
 
This does not mean faking happiness. Thatôs not choosing to be happy; thatôs pretending. Choosing to be happy 
doesnôt require denying when things in your life arenôt going well. When you are living with authentic happiness, 
you can see and acknowledge when something isnôt going well in life. You can choose to respond truthfully by 
rehearsing the good that God has brought into your life and the good God has promised for your everlasting life. 
So you may rejoice in your family or your warm house or your pleasant neighborhood or in the morning sunrise 
or in the music at church or in any number things. You can most certainly rejoice in Jesus, forgiveness, everlasting 
life, and salvation. This is how you choose to be happy. You rehearse (out loud if you need to) the good that God 
has brought into your life.    
 
It also involves speaking truth about who you are. Instead of comparing yourself to others and thinking about all 
the things you are not (Iôm not as smart as her. Iôm not as wealthy as him. Iôm not as popular as them. Etc.), learn 
to focus on the good things you are. God has gifted you in unique ways (even calling you His ñworkmanshipò!). If 
there are things in your life that you need to change (and you have the ability to change), do it! If you need help, 
ask! Take control of your choices. No one else should work harder than you at changing those things. For 
example, if you want to lose weight, you can go to a gym and have a trainer help you with a plan to work out. But 
if you donôt follow through on the plan, the trainer cannot get you physically fit. That must come from you. You 
must take control of your choices.   
 
There are lots of situations in life that can make it difficult to feel happy. If you find yourself in this place, talking to 
a professional (pastor or counselor) can help you work through past hurts and obstacles in order to find authentic 
happiness (i.e. to push through the feelings back to the truth of the good God has and does give to you). With the 
right tools, authentic happiness is achievable. Now take the first step and move forward to discovering it. It will 
come one day at a time.   
 
 
Janet Brus, RN     
Psychiatric Medical Care  
Manning Regional Healthcare Center  
Program Director ï Senior Life Solutions  
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Catching Up  
 
It has been a while since our last newsletter, and we are excited to catch you up! Since our last newsletter, we 
traveled over 12,000 miles to Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, Colorado, and Montana, sharing about the 
Lordôs work in Africa through our hands. Our home service from September-December went well, and it was a joy 
to connect with so many friends and mission supporters. Thank you for welcoming us with open arms!  
 
Besides connecting with congregations, schools, and individuals, we had extended time with family and friends. We 
were thankful to help Meganôs parents relocate from New Mexico to Montana. We even experienced a wintery 
Montana Christmas with Meganôs family. We also thank God for the opportunity to see Markôs family in North 
Carolina before we flew back to east Africa in late January. Along the way, it was a blessing to see friends. Home 
service is an important time for those connections, and although we were not able to get everywhere, we are grateful 
for technology to help us share in other ways.  
 
We returned to Uganda at the end of January, where our focus was on transitioning to Nairobi, Kenya. Goodbyes 
are never easy, but the Lutheran Church of Uganda (LCU) knows how to celebrate and send people off in style. We 
are grateful for our time and service alongside the LCU and know those relationships remain strong. We look forward 
to working alongside the 25 countries that the LCMS partners with throughout Africa, including the Lutheran Church 
of Uganda. 
 

Life & Ministry Update  
 
Arriving in Nairobi, Kenya 
We now have a new place to call home! We arrived in Nairobi, Kenya late February. Currently, our focus is setting 
up our home and offices as we continue to learn more about the region's financial, educational, and care 
opportunities. We are able to get into our home and will be fully able to set it up once our household items arrive 
from Uganda. Looking ahead, we will gather with the rest of our team for our regional retreat in March, plan and 
attend language learning for Kiswahili and take the time to get settled in Kenya properly.  
 
Megan will also serve part-time at Tumaini Counseling Center in Nairobi, which provides counseling and other 
services for missionaries and their families throughout Africa. This is an excellent connection for our LCMS Africa 
region missionaries, allowing them to get needed resources quickly. We praise God that Megan can counsel in this 
way and bolster opportunities for the LCMS missionaries to gain access to essential services for families.  
 
ñThe Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore.ò ~ Psalm 121:8  
In Joyful Service, Mark & Megan Mantey 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Introducing Rev. Mark and Megan Mantey 

Serving in Uganda 

Mark and Megan Mantey 
Serving in Kenya  
 
Mark: Associate Regional Business Manager 
Megan: Regional Coordinator of Care and Development 
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Amigos en Cristo 
     News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cristo:  

Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church  
 Pastor Pedro Lopez, Denison, Iowa   April 2023  

 
Hello! It is nice to write to you of great things happening in the IDW Hispanic Outreach. By Godôs grace, the ministry 
is going and new members and prospects are in the midst.  
 
We are ready to continue our second season with our ESL (English as a Second Language) class in Hartley. Thanks 
to all the great volunteers from St. Paul and the Hartley area. We have a few students already attending the worship 
and Bible study services in English and one who moved to Harlan is attending the worship and Bible study in Denison.  
 

Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the President  
Missionary at Large, pedro@iowadistrictwest.org,  
571-606-7600 

Our outreach in Storm Lake is 
happening at a slow pace. We 
have our Bible study and 
Worship services and we have 
a new family participating.  
 

In Denison, the ministry is very solid! New families are attending both worship 
and Bible study. We are planning our ESL program again and hope to get more 
volunteers involved. We are canvasing the Carroll and Harlan areas, making new 
friends, and getting ready to work with St. Paul in Carroll to launch the ESL 
program. Thanks to those who are gearing up for it! 
 

On March 25, we are having our first LWML workshop in Denison. We are trying to develop the first Hispanic LWML 
branch in IDW! What a blessing! We also want to thank the LWML organization as they provided a $20,000.00 grant 
to support the Hispanic ministry in our District, gracias ladies, you are all amazing!  
 
We are looking forward to developing new Hispanic groups around the district. Please keep us in your prayers and 
continued support. Your help is always welcome. We are asking of all you to consider helping in the many opportunities 
that are opening with our ministry.  
 
Gracias and bendiciones, Pastor Lopez 
 

mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
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We are engaged in an epic battle for the hearts and minds of our youth. Every day, theyôre bombarded with lies 
about who they are, who their Creator is, and where their salvation comes from. Thankfully, God has given his 
children armor to wear in this battle between truth and lies, light and darkness, good and evil. With Keepers of the 
Kingdom, your kids will learn how they can be part of Godôs kingdom through salvation in his Son and will be 
equipped with the armor of God to become Keepers of the Kingdom and strong in todayôs battle for truth. 
 
Children ages 4 years old through sixth grade are 
invited to join us Monday-Friday from 8:45 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. on June 5-9, 2023 for VBS.  3 year olds 
who have attended Sunday School or Preschool or will 
be accompanied by a parent/adult are welcome to 
register.  We will also need an abundance of 
volunteers (from youth through adults). Volunteers can 
call the church office, register online 
at zionmanningvbs.myanswers.com/2023 or sign up in 
our fellowship hall.  Student registrations will open in 
the near future. Aren't able to help that week, but would 
still like to assist, we will (as always) need cookie 
donations and then watch for further announcements 
on other VBS needs. 
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Snapshots of Zion 

é 

Pastor Riggert 
celebrates Baptism 
with Bev Grundmeier's 

great grandchildren. 

é 

Naomi B. enjoys 
the selection at 
Zionôs Lenten 
meals.  

Zion youth 
volunteer 
during Lenten 
meals. Thank 
you to Zion 
parents, youth, 
and Jodi 
Ramsey and 
Bary Kienast for 
organizing and 
providing these 
meals!   

DCE Kathryn Schneider 
pauses (with son Henry) for a 

picture with Zion youth.  

Isaiah C. 
swings his 
legs as he 
plays 
preservice 
music for 
Zionôs 
Afternoon 
Communion 

Service. 

Christopher D. eagerly bites 
into his Lenten supper.  


