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O Taste and See that the Lord is 
Good. 

 

“Taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed is 
the person who takes refuge in him.” 

mlasP -  43 :8 WG  
 

Imagine at the end of a long day you walk into your 
home and the smell of the most delicious meal 
wafts to the door to greet you. It beckons you to 
come in and draw near. You see the table 
prepared in perfection with the best food, and you 
know all there is for you to do is to sit and feast 
with family and good friends. What an oasis at the 
end of the day!  
 

I’ve come to look at my time in the Word, my 
personal time, as a feast, and the plans I choose 
to follow as the menu. I view each new day as a 
chance to taste and see that the Lord is good! I 
used to think I needed to spend a certain amount 
of time in the Word, or read so many chapters a 
day, or follow perfectly a laid-out Bible reading 
plan. And so, I would go from Bible reading plan 
to Bible reading plan discouraged when I couldn’t 
keep up, or when I would get to the inevitable less 
narrative books of the Bible that wouldn't hold my 
attention and I’d give up.  
 

A few years back I came across the To the Word 
Bible reading challenge put out by Cannon 
Press/Christ Church in Idaho. I thought why not 
give this plan a try, and the same thing happened, 
I’d get behind and then focus too hard on catching 
up, just to see all those wonderful check marks 
shining up at me from the paper. Then one day my 
mindset shifted, I started noticing the habit I was 
forming, the habit wasn’t perfect. It would be on 
track for a season and then something would 
happen and I would fall off track, yet I found with 
this Bible Reading plan, more so than any other, I 
was able to come back to it. I believe it was 
because they frequently focused on the habit, 

rather than the completion of the plan. They talked 
about getting into the Word as a feast, and the 
Bible plan as the Menu. If you skipped breakfast 
one day, you wouldn’t tell yourself that you needed 
to first go eat breakfast before you could eat lunch. 
No, you would simply eat lunch.  
 

So, in the same way, over time I learned, if you get 
behind in the plan don’t catch up first, simply look 
at what the reading is for today and get back into 
the Word. Then, use the catch up days to catch 
up, but again don’t feel like you have to read all 
the days you missed at once, as the focus wasn’t 
completing the challenge but forming the habit. I 
began to notice how my days seemed different 
when I started them in Word. I began to shut down 
the idea that my time into the Word had to be 
perfectly quiet, or first thing in the morning, but 
maybe it could be listening to the Bible on my 
commute to work using the Bible app. I stopped 
focusing on the check marks, and started focusing 
on habit. And before I knew it I had fully completed 
my way through the whole Bible, long past the 
actual day I was supposed to be finished. Yet, I 
had done it!  
 

That was a few years back and I’ve since joined 
the To the Word Bible reading challenge multiple 
times over. I’ve read through the Bible now a 
handful of times, never as fast as I wanted to in 
the beginning, but at the speed and feast that was 
right for me. I found over time the habit, and desire 
to be in the Word growing. I found there were days 
I would feast for a long time reading way more 
than was suggested, and seasons where I would 
fall behind for a week or more at a time. And then 
kick myself that I was behind. Each time, I was 
reminded this isn’t a competition and there is no 
award I get for reading through the Bible so many 
times in my lifetime. This is a feast, a meal, a 
chance to hear from God in my day. To establish 
the habit of a woman who is saturated in the Word 
of God. My desire has changed to the habit, the 
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routine, the need to dwell and take refuge in the 
Lord, through all of life's seasons. My desire is to 
find ways as the seasons of life change for me to 
continue to grow the habit, giving myself grace 
upon grace, that this season is different from the 
last. I may have to read or listen to the Bible in 
different ways, or try a new translation, or take 
longer than I ever have in the past to complete the 
Bible Reading Challenge but this isn’t a challenge 
against anyone else. This isn’t about reading the 
most or the fastest, or to be able to quote the best 
or teach others. This daily habit, this ingrained 
habit of feasting is to feed my body, mind and soul 
with the Bread of Life.  
 

After a particularly hard season of life, followed by 
one of the many big moves I’ve made over my 
lifetime, I picked up my Bible for what felt like a 
long time and glanced over my Bible reading 
challenge. I was amazed by the habit I saw. 
Through one of the hardest seasons I had been 
the most faithful in reading the Word, I had grown 
in my reliance on the One who is fully reliable! As 
I read that day through Psalm 34 it sunk in, in a 
new way. My time in the Word daily was dwelling 
deep within me, and was a source of peace and 
refuge. I was happy to see that when life got hard, 
my response was to remain faithful in reading the 
Word daily. It was a new, steadfast habit that 
helped me to grieve, forgive, grow, and begin to 
heal. Let me leave you with this simple invitation 
to join me this summer in establishing the good 
habit of feasting on the Word daily, not focusing 
on completion or perfection but on simply  seeking 
the Lord, and tasting and seeing that the Lord is 
good… - Kathryn Schneider  
 

 “I will extol the LORD at all times; 
    his praise will always be on my lips.  
I will glory in the LORD; 
    let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 
Glorify the LORD with me; 
    let us exalt his name together. 

I sought the LORD,and he answered me; 
    he delivered me from all my fears. 
Those who look to him are radiant; 
    their faces are never covered with shame. 
This poor man called, and the LORD heard 
him; 
    he saved him out of all his troubles. 
The angel of the LORD encamps around 
those who fear him, 
    and he delivers them. 
Taste and see that the LORD is good; 
    blessed is the one who takes refuge in him. 
Psalm 34:1-8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pilates (puh·laa·teez) & Prayer:  

Noon-12:45pm Monday – Thursday starting June 12th.  
Join Kathryn over the lunch from noon-12:45 for Pilates 
and Prayer in Room 220.  What is Pilates? Pilates is a 
low-impact exercise that focuses on building functional 
strength and movement to improve your day-to-day life. 
Disclaimer: I, Kathryn, am not a trained Pilates instructor 
but simply wanted to add more movement into my day. I 
thought, “Why not work out doing a Pilates video in the 
Preschool Sunday School classroom over my lunch 
break and invite anyone who wanted to join me for a 
simple Pilates video and devotional prayer time?” So, 
why not join me over your lunch hour! Bring your own 
workout mat, (dollar general has a purple one that is 
pretty affordable), & water bottle and I'll bring the Pilates 

video and devotion for the day.  
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God is a Biological 
Engineer – and He’s 

Brilliant!  
 
As science progresses it 
uncovers layers upon layers 

of exquisite design, revealing 
God’s genius even as it prods anti-

God, anti-design proponents to increasingly 
desperate attempts to claim otherwise. With near 
frantic shrills they insist, “Biology is the study of 
complicated things that give the appearance of 
having been designed for a purpose” (Richard 
Dawkins in The Blind Watchmaker) and 
“Biologists must constantly keep in mind that what 
they see was not designed, but rather evolved” 
(Francis Crick in What Mad Pursuit). In other 
words, “We know it looks designed, but no matter 
how overwhelming the evidence for design gets, 
just keep telling yourself that’s it’s not. We can’t 
allow any talk of design, or the implied Designer!”   
 
They then trot out tired “evidences” to “prove” how 
poorly nature has done at designing biological 
structures. This functions as a not too subtle slap 
in God’s face as they effectively say, “A good 
designer wouldn’t have done it this way.” For 
example, Nathan Lents (Professor of Biology at 
John Jay College in New York), in a spectacular 
display of hubris and ignorance, has claimed that 
the human wrist is composed of bones that are 
“like a pile of rocks – which is how useful they are 
to anyone.” Stuart Burgess (a mechanical 
engineer who has studied human joints to design 
human-mimicking robotic joints, among other 
things) takes Lents to task, calling his claims 
“catastrophically wrong” and damaging “to true 

                                           
1 You can watch Burgess’s impressive presentation 
online. Search for “Why Human Skeletal Joints Are 
Masterpieces of Engineering.”  

scientific knowledge.” Burgess explains how each 
of the eight bones in the wrist has a “precise 
function.” He describes its “precision engineering” 
and calls the wrist “majestic” and “the gold 
standard of design.”1  
 
In fact, engineers are increasingly turning to 
biology and biological systems for insights into 
how to advance engineering. The practice is 
called biomimicry (using designs and end-directed 
processes in creation to inspire innovation and 
new technologies) and has resulted in numerous 
innovations: wind turbine blades inspired by 
humpback whale flippers, reduced-drag swimsuits 
inspired by shark skin, bullet trains modeled after 
the kingfisher bird, particulate repellant paint 
inspired by lotus flowers, and on and on and on.  
 
Even more, engineers are increasingly coming to 
the aid of biologists to help them appreciate the 
top-down design apparent in biological systems. 
Instead of assuming randomness and a Rube-
Goldberg-like bottom-up, ad hoc assembly, 
engineers are helping biologist see the exquisite 
top-down, goal-directed design in biological 
systems. To see this partnership in action, check 
out Your Designed Body by Steve Laufmann (a 
computer scientist and consultant in the design of 
enterprise-class systems) and Howard Glicksman 
(a medical doctor with over 40 years of 
experience). In it they masterfully detail the 
exquisite and precise design displayed throughout 
the numerous biological systems in your body. 
Writing about the human wrist (and countering 
Nathan Lents), they say, 
 

Notably (and amazingly, from the engineering 
point of view), the wrist contains a double hinge, 
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in which two different joints share the same axis 
of rotation, allowing a wide range of motion, yet 
with incredible strength. The surprising part? 
Those ‘useless’ bones form one of the hinges 
(428-409). 
 
And  

 
In any serious evaluation, the many structures 
and capabilities of the human wrist, including 
the many ways its joints are hinged to move in 
three dimensions, provide a lesson in the 
highest possible design prowess (546, ftn. 18).  

 
Now a new breakthrough in understanding 
biological design and genetic programming is 
rattling the already-shaken foundations of 
Darwinian evolution, threatening to finish them off 
once and for all. This insight, variously termed 
Engineered Adaptability or Continuous 
Environmental Tracking, takes aim at Darwinian 
evolution’s beating heart: natural selection. Before 
we appreciate the beauty and explanatory power 
of Continuous Environmental Tracking (CET), 
though, we first need to appreciate how essential 
natural selection is to Darwinian Evolution.  
 
The full title of Darwin’s seminal work, The Origin 
of Species, displays natural selection’s 
importance to his theory: On the Origin of 
Species by Means of Natural Selection, or the 
Preservation of Favoured Races2 in the Struggle 
for Life. Darwin looked at breeders (of roses, 
pigeons, dogs, etc.) and theorized that, given 
enough time, nature could produce the same 
variation in species. In fact, in Origin he flatly 
states,   
 

                                           
2 Darwin used the word races to refer not to people 
groups, but to animal species.  

I have called this principle, by which each slight 
variation, if useful, is preserved, by the term 
Natural Selection, in order to mark its relation to 
man’s power of selection. 
 

He added, “I can see no limit to the amount of 
change… which may be effected in the long 
course of time by nature’s power of selection.”  
 
The error in Darwin’s thinking might not be readily 
apparent, but what he did was subtly give nature 
an ability that it doesn’t have. Breeders have 
intelligence and agency. Nature, while full of living 
things, is not living and has no brain, no 
intelligence, no volition, and no agency. Strictly 
speaking, nature doesn’t select. But that is 
precisely what Darwin suggested as he removed 
agency from the organism (and from the Designer 
who programmed it into His organisms) and 
transferred it to “nature.” By so doing, Darwin 
rendered God irrelevant. “Nature” could now do 
what before had been credited to God and His 
intelligently designed organisms.  
 
An important point of clarification is in order here: 
we are not claiming that God acts like a breeder, 
selecting the favored traits in organisms that He 
prefers. We’re saying that God programmed 
agency into organisms, which has allowed them to 
adapt to their changing environments. Continuous 
Environmental Tracking explains how. But to 
ensure we understand our point we first need to 
acknowledge how markedly different this is from 
Darwin’s theory. Darwin suggested that nature, 
acting on random genetic mutations in organisms, 
selected for survival the traits it favored. Notice the 
agency. Darwin assigned agency to nature. 
Instead of organisms being designed by God to 
track and adapt to their environment, Darwin gave 
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the power to nature, thereby giving it godlike 
power and relegating the Creator God to 
irrelevance. To be clear: Darwinian evolution is a 
godless theory. Continuous Environmental 
Tracking, by contrast, is a God-honoring, Christ-
magnifying approach to biology, which will 
become apparent as we unpack what it posits.  
 
Biologists of all worldviews, whether Darwinian 
evolutionists or those espousing Continuous 
Environmental Tracking, observe that organisms 
change. They adapt to their environment.3 
Darwinists and CET proponents differ on how this 
happens. Darwinian evolution assumes that 
nature selects (notice the agency given to nature!) 
from random genetic mutations in organisms. 
Whatever nature favors survives. Whatever nature 
disfavors dies. This has sometimes been referred 
to as survival of the fittest.4 The fit survive and 
reproduce. The unfit die. Our point for now is that 
the theory depends upon death. Organisms 
progress by eliminating the least fit. Progress 
comes on the back of death. Harvard evolutionary 
biologist Stephen J. Gould put it this way, 
 

Selection carves adaptation by eliminating 
masses of the less fit—imposing hecatombs 
[great slaughter] of death as preconditions for 
limited increments of change. 

 
CET proponents, however, espouse a life-positive 
theory. They acknowledge that in a fallen world 

                                           
3 We must point out, though, that adaptation is not the 
same as Darwinian evolution. Darwinian evolution 
extrapolates from adaptation/variation into evolution of 
entirely new structures and organisms (recall Darwin’s 
comment about seeing no limit to an organism’s 
change capacity). This is one of its fatal flaws. 
Research increasingly shows that organisms have the 
ability to adapt/change/flex within certain prescribed 
limits, but cannot go beyond these limits. A dog can 
demonstrate great variability, but it cannot evolve into 

death is a reality, but they have noticed that 
organisms have an innate ability to track their 
environment and adapt accordingly (the very thing 
a wise Creator would gift to His creation!). This is 
a highly significant discovery, which we’ll unpack 
more below, but for now we must simply 
acknowledge that many of the variations 
manifested among organisms aren’t random; they 
are the result of pre-programmed systems in the 
organisms (recall that CET is also called 
engineered adaptability – organisms are 
programmed to adapt). Yes, random mutations do 
sometimes occur (despite the astonishingly 
complex mutation checking and correcting 
systems with which organisms are equipped), but 
these mutations, while sometimes providing a 
limited survival advantage, do not add/create the 
kind of new genetic information necessary to drive 
evolution toward completely new structures and 
organisms.  
 
For example, sickle cell anemia confers resistance 
to malaria, but it comes at the cost of deformed 
hemoglobin molecules. The famous E. coli 
researcher, Richard Lenski (who has been 
growing bacteria in the lab for over 20 years!), 
observed a mutation that allowed his bacteria to 
metabolize citrate under aerobic conditions. Don’t 
worry about the specifics here. What happened is 
that something broke in the bacteria that allowed 
it to digest citrate in a different context. It’s akin to 
having a light with a sensor that detects when it 

a horse. Ever. For more information on this, check out 
Michael Behe’s The Edge of Evolution.  
4 This really amounts to an exercise in saying nothing. 
The “most fit” organism is defined as “the organism that 
survives to produce offspring” and “the organism that 
survives to produce offspring” is deemed the “most fit.” 
Darwin considered the phrase “survival of the fittest” 
the “more accurate” descriptor of his theory, but he 
used “natural selection” to emphasize the selective 
power he was assigning to nature.   
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gets dark and turns on the light. The “mutation” 
breaks the sensor and the light now stays on all 
the time. That’s what happened with Lenski’s 
bacteria. So, yes, mutations can confer certain 
survival advantages. What they can’t do, however, 
is confer the sort of large scale, upward changes 
necessary to produce totally new structures and 
organisms. You can’t build things by breaking 
them.   
 
Our focus for now, though, isn’t the relatively few 
random mutations that Darwinian evolution 
desperately depends upon, but the innate 
programming, the instruction code, that tells 
organisms how to adapt to their environment. This 
code threatens Darwinian evolution because it 
points convincingly to the creative intelligence of 
God because specified complex codes require 
intelligence, the kind of intelligence that resides in 
the mind of God. 
 
But it’s more than the code, and this is what makes 
this theory so exciting. Here’s what Continuous 
Environmental Tracking has observed: organisms 
are equipped with sensors that gather data on 
environmental conditions, an internal if/then logic 
processor, and output actuators to enact the logic 
response. This is truly amazing!   
 
Let’s consider an example from the engineering 
world to understand how significant this is: 
adaptive cruise. Traditional cruise simply holds the 
vehicle steady at the driver’s desired speed. 
Adaptive cruise can adapt the vehicle’s speed to 
match the vehicle in front of it. Now consider 
what’s involved in this feature. First, the vehicle 
must be equipped with sensors to detect the 
speed of the vehicle in front of it. Then, it must 
have a design logic built in that tells it, If the 
sensors detect a slower speed, then slow the 
vehicle to match it. Finally, it must have output 
actuators that will adjust the vehicle’s speed 

accordingly. So, sensor, design logic, and output 
actuators. And the engineer must design these 
into the vehicle before it hits the road.  
 
And this is precisely what biologists are 
discovering in organisms! They come equipped 
with the very tools they need to adapt to their 
environment. In contrast to Darwin’s theory, which 
built adaptability on randomness and death 
(adaptation through breaking things – a horribly 
inefficient way to adapt!), Continuous 
Environmental Tracking affirms design and life. 
The creation psalms rush to mind:   
 

Praise the LORD from the earth, 
you great sea creatures and all deeps… 
Beasts and all livestock, 
creeping things and flying birds (Psalm 148:7, 
10)! 

 
Going back to what we highlighted earlier about 
natural selection. Darwin suggested that nature 
selected what it favored. He was wrong. 
Organisms have been equipped by God to 
optimize themselves so that they can thrive in their 
environment. They aren’t dependent upon nature 
to choose its favorite random mutations; they have 
been designed by God to optimize themselves to 
their environment. God has blessed His creation 
with the tools it needs to adapt to its environment. 
 
And there’s no way these sensors, design logics, 
and output actuators could have evolved 
incrementally because they all have to be present 
at the same time. It’s the same with adaptive 
cruise. All three must exist simultaneously for 
adaptive cruise to work. One or two out of the 
three won’t do. It’s no good if the vehicle has a 
sensor and a design logic, but no output actuator. 
And it won’t work if it has the output actuator, but 
lacks the sensor and the design logic. The 
presence of all three mechanisms (both in 
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vehicles and in organisms) cries out for a 
designer. Aptly did the Apostle Paul say,  
 

[God’s] invisible attributes, namely, his eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, 
in the things that have been made (Romans 
1:20). 

 
Now, let’s consider a few examples. Rove Beetles, 
when they are in the presence of army ants, 
transform their anatomy to look like the ants. They 
even alter their smell and their mannerisms to 
mimic the ants. This is not the result of random 
mutations, but of a pre-programmed adaptation. 
They must be able to sense the presence of the 
ants, and their design logic must be present to 
receive the data from the sensor and then 
translate the if/then message to the output 
actuator to initiate the change.  
 
Blind cave fish were long thought to have lost their 
sight through random genetic mutations (because 
biologists were being driven by Darwinian 
assumptions). Further research, especially by 
those who have affirmed design in organisms, has 
shown that these fish are equipped with a sensor 
that detects the connectivity of the water. This 
sensor relays the relevant data to the design logic, 
which communicates the if/then response to the 
output actuator that tells it to shut down its eyes so 
as to emphasize other senses.  
 
Cichlid fish, found in many freshwater habitats 
around the world, have the ability to sense the 
food type available in their environment and 

                                           
5 This approach to science has the potential to 
revolutionize it as scientists no longer begin by 
assuming randomness and bottom-up, Rube Goldberg-
like structures and organisms, but are enabled to begin 
by assuming purpose and design. This assumption 
changes the questions scientists ask and the research 

communicate that data to their pre-programmed 
design logic that, in a matter of just a few weeks, 
alters the size and strength of their jaw muscles.  
 
Even Darwin’s famous finches are equipped with 
sensors, a design logic, and output actuators. 
Researchers noticed that certain species of 
finches on Santa Cruz Island (off the coast of 
California) were coming into contact with human 
food sources (i.e. food in garbage cans, 
dumpsters, etc.). Within a few generations the 
“urban finches” displayed differences in beak 
depth and width from the “rural finches.” The tired 
Darwinian story attributed this to natural selection 
acting on random mutations, but researchers 
discovered that the genes weren’t significantly 
different between the urban and rural finches (i.e. 
there was no genetic mutation). The differences 
were discovered in their epigenetics. Space 
prevents going into great detail on epigenetics, but 
think of these as switches on the genes that affect 
how the genes are expressed. Our point for now 
is that these finches are clearly equipped with 
sensors to detect the change in food supply, a 
design logic that receives the information and 
communicates what to do about it to the output 
actuators that are able to implement the 
necessary changes in the genetic expression. It’s 
truly amazing!  
 
This is not natural selection; it’s internal selection. 
Nature doesn’t select; the organism does based 
on the pre-programmed design logic with which 
our loving and wise God has equipped His 
creation.5 God truly is an engineer and He’s 
brilliant. – Pastor Conner  

they do. A great case in point is the misnamed “Junk 
DNA,” which Darwinists wrote off as functionless, 
evolutionary leftovers. Assuming design, however, 
revealed numerous crucial biological functions for the 
non-coding regions of DNA.   
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Hard, Not Hopeless 
 
Christians shouldn’t use 
certain words. That includes 
not only obvious filthy 

language, crude jokes, and obscene talk (see 
Eph. 5:4 and Col. 3:8) that sully our soul and 
deaden our conscience, but also less obvious 
words that obscure Truth and hide Jesus. One of 
those words is the word hopeless. Hopeless is not 
a word Christians should use, not because it’s an 
obscene word, but because it denies Jesus and 
His work. Hopeless is a truth-denying word. To 
understand why, let’s turn to the truth-proclaiming 
Word of Scripture.  
 

Carefully consider Peter’s words in 1 Peter 1: 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
who by God's power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time (1 Peter 1:3-5). 

 
These are amazing words! First, notice who is 
controlling the verbs: God. He has caused our new 
birth. He keeps our salvation inheritance in 
Heaven for us. He guards us in our faith until He 
reveals the splendor of the salvation He has 
secured for us. Amazing indeed! 
 
For our purposes, though, linger over the phrase 
living hope. Look at what Peter is saying. First, 
God is the cause of this new birth into this living 
hope. Second, the hope is for the imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading salvation inheritance that 
God is keeping in Heaven for us until the day of 
Christ’s return when He reveals its full glory and 
welcomes us into it. Third, our hope is a living 

hope specifically because it is anchored in the 
living Jesus.  
 
This is exceedingly important to appreciate. 
People hope in many things. People place hope in 
health. They place hope in farms. They place hope 
in relationships. And, as the Preacher in 
Ecclesiastes so relentlessly points out, all of these 
are hevel (vapor, breath, smoke). In other words, 
they aren’t stable. They aren’t secure. They aren’t 
sure enough to bear the weight of hope. Time, 
chance, or death will take them all from us. When 
this happens, what comes of our hope? It lies in 
shattered shards about our feet. 
 
This is why Peter is so eager to bless God! He 
understands that God has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope in the living Jesus. Time, 
chance, and death will not and cannot take the 
accomplished work of Jesus away from us. Time, 
chance, and death cannot bind Jesus and throw 
Him back into the tomb. Time, chance, and death 
can take everything else away from us – and they 
will – but they cannot take the living Jesus away 
from us.  
 
Here’s what this means: as long as Jesus lives, 
we have hope. And that affects the way we move 
through life. On the one hand, it absolutely 
abolishes filthy language. It abolishes it by 
replacing it with words of praise and thanksgiving. 
In light of God’s great mercy toward us in Jesus 
Christ, what place do obscenities have in our 
lives? But it also frees us from hopelessness. 
Things in our lives may be hard – they may be 
exceedingly hard – but as long as Jesus lives, they 
are not hopeless. We are not a hopeless people. 
God has caused us to be born again to a living 
hope in the living Jesus. So, we may use the word 
hard to describe our life situation, but so long as 
Jesus lives, we will never use the word hopeless. 
– Pastor Conner     

Hopeless 
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Fellowship and Mission 
The Zion Fellowship Club will take a summer recess.  The group will meet again on 
September 11.  The mission of Garuna ministry never takes a break.  The 
Fellowship Club joins thousands of other mission donors in supporting the Christian 
school outreach in Cambodia and surrounding areas. Soon 9 schools will bring the 
Gospel to over 1300 children.  One of the partners in building a new school are 9 
churches and the Concordia Lutheran Schools of Omaha. Another ministry partner 
is the College of Theology at Grand Canyon University, Phoenix, Arizona. The 
University assistance provides online Lutheran theology training for teachers.  
 
The Fellowship Club invites others to join them in support of this mission.  A Garuna Kid can be enrolled in the school 
for a contribution of $30 a month.  Visit www.garuna.org for more information or speak with Garuna board member, 
Warren Puck.  
 
The Fellowship Club will host another Orphan Grain Train clothing collection in October.  

 

http://www.garuna.org/
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Thank you, Zion, for sending 30 youths and 8 
chaperones to Mission Central! Missionary 
Gary Thies told us about how missionaries 
are taking the Gospel all over the world. 
Further, as Missionary Gary told us about the 
belief systems of many people groups 
around the world, we learned how much 
they need the gospel and how urgent it is for 
us to send missionaries to them. He also told 
us that we are missionaries already now!  
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New area of work for the Safety and Security Team! 
 
Our Safety and Security Team continues to assess practices at Zion to ensure we 
are providing a safe and healthy environment for staff and members to gather, 
worship, and interact.  A new area that many entities, including churches, are 
evaluating is not a physical location but that of the digital communication world. 
Digital communication is communication involving smartphones, instant messaging 
apps, text messages and other digital platforms or tools. In plainer terms, it’s talking 
or interacting with others using texting, Facebook messages, Snapchat, or one of a 
million other electronic ways to connect. In particular, digital communication between 
adults and children or youth can create some potential safety concerns.  
 
The Safety and Security Team has utilized Brotherhood Mutual resources to get information on this topic and 
recommendations used across the country to help churches develop safe practices. The goal is to create a safe 
environment for ministry to happen that protects both the church staff and volunteers AND the children and youth of 
the congregation. 
 
As the Safety and Security team works to finalize some guidelines for digital communication with children and youth, 
we want to share some of the components to familiarize the congregation. Zion will have a policy in place to outline 
expectations for digital communication between staff/volunteers and children/youth. Some of those expectations 
include the following: 
 

 Utilizing three different consents for participation with digital media. Zion workers (paid staff and volunteers) 
will sign a consent form acknowledging their understanding, children and youth will sign a consent form 
walking them through healthy communication habits, and then parents will sign that they either give or refuse 
permission for Zion to share information and pictures of their child during ministry at Zion.   

 Illicit, harassing, or unsavory content is not allowed. 

 We will educate children and youth about the digital safety policy. 

 Any concern for possible child abuse will be reported to Pastor or DCE. 

 All information, images and videos shared digitally on public ministry communication channels aren’t 
considered confidential 

 Digital communication between staff/volunteers and children/youth should be in a group rather than directly 
sent to individuals. If individual communication is warranted, a parent needs to provide written consent and 
another church leader needs to be notified that the communication is taking place. 

 
We acknowledge this is a complicated topic but one that is essential for us as a congregation to tackle. The Safety 
and Security Team aims to provide a safe environment for the ministry at Zion to happen and we welcome questions 
and discussion as we go about this work. 
 
The Safety and Security Team 
Shelly Gruhn, Kyle Arp, Bob Genzen, Gary Witt, John Lorenzen and Jen Morris 
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Confirmation 
2023 

Congratulations to our 2023 confirmands! You 
are valued members of the Body of Christ and 
loved members of the family of Zion. Thank 
you, Zion, for loving and encouraging our young 

people in their confession of Christ.  
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Preschool Praises for May 
 
It's hard to believe this is the last newsletter of the school year. We sure had a lot 
of fun and activities in the last couple weeks of classes! To start the month of May, 
we welcomed 6 chicks! The kids were so excited to finally meet the chicks after 
waiting 21 days while the eggs were in the incubator. Each morning we would talk 
about what was happening inside the eggs and mark down the days until the 
expected hatching. Once the chicks hatched, the kids got to hold them and help 
come up with some names! They really enjoyed this experience! 
 

Not only did the kids get to enjoy some chicks, but the morning class was able to meet 2 baby sheep. Thanks to 
Allie Brandt's parents, Nate & Chelsy, for bringing those in for us to enjoy. It's so fun to see the excitement when 
the kids get to see and experience new things. We ended our year with a fun camping theme, "Camping in God's 
World."  We started our year out learning about the 7 days of Creation and decided to revisit the same lesson and 
discuss all that God has given us. The classroom was full of camping fun including a reading fort, a "campfire," a 
picnic area, and more. They even were able to play in a camper made from a large couch box donated to us from 
the Havicks! They all enjoyed using their imagination while playing and learning.  
 

Our last day of classes was Wednesday, May 17. We spent the day enjoying our last Chapel with Pastor Conner, 
practicing one last time with DCE Kathryn for our closing ceremony, and enjoying the beautiful day to walk to the 
Manning Rec Center where we enjoyed a snack followed by bouncing around in a couple bounce houses, running 
around the gym, and playing in the mat room! The students had a blast! That same evening, the students and their 
families all joined together to celebrate their success at the Zion Lutheran Preschool Closing Ceremony. We had 
26 Zion Preschool graduates this year! It was an amazing evening watching the kids perform their songs they have 
been practicing, walking across the bridge receiving their certificate, and enjoying refreshments and snacks with 
family and friends. 
 

Our first year was more than I had ever expected. I got to know 26 amazing kids along with their parents and 
watched as they developed emotionally, physically, intellectually, socially, and spirituality. I feel extremely blessed 
to be part of such an amazing program and am truly grateful for the Zion Lutheran Church parishioners and the 
community for the ongoing support so that we can continue to share the love of Jesus with children and families! 
 

As the year ends, I reflect back on all of those that made this year such a successful first year for both of us as the 
Director/Teacher & Assistant Teacher. Ms. Melanie and myself would like to thank all the parents that chose Zion 
Lutheran Preschool and for really welcoming us into our new positions! We thank Pastor Conner for sharing the 
Word of God with our preschool classes. We thank the Preschool Board for giving us this opportunity, keeping the 
preschool running, and all of the support throughout the year. A huge thank you also goes to our 2 incredible 
volunteers who donate all that time in our classrooms. Marlene Borkowski (Mrs. B) and Barb Page (Mrs. P) were 
so helpful this year and the kids adore them! Kathryn did a fantastic job making music time so much fun and 
teaching the children special songs for the closing ceremony! We really appreciated her spending that time with 
us each week! Also, thank you to Shannon Walters for all that she does for us and the preschool! All of those who 
donated to the preschool, volunteered to visit, or helped in any way we are forever grateful for all you put into the 
preschool to make sure it continues to be such a successful program! We are both excited to see what the next 
year has in store!  
 
-Ms. Amy & Ms. Melanie 
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Thank you, Zion, for 
supporting our preschool 

so that we can share 

Jesus with children! 
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Spring Cleaning Your Mind –  Cleaning Out the Clutter 
 
Do you feel mentally drained at the end of the day? Over time, just like physical clutter 
adds up, so does mental clutter. And it can weigh you down. It can make you feel 
overloaded and overwhelmed. Did you know that, according to some estimates, you have 
approximately 60,000 thoughts a day? That’s a lot of potential for mental clutter, and the 
consequent stress that can result because of it.   
 
Now, consider the things you typically think during a day. Do these sound familiar? I should be more fill in the blank. 
I’m so overwhelmed. I’m not appreciated. I do everything around here. I can’t do this. I’m gonna lose my mind. I’m 
not [confident, successful, smart, or thin] enough. These negative thoughts can make a pile of emotional clutter in 
your mind.  
 
Or maybe your mental clutter is because of the number of items you’re trying to manage in your day/week: kids’ 
practice schedules, church meetings, phone calls you need to make, upcoming birthdays, groceries, when you’re 
going to clean the house, doctors’ appointments, etc. Or maybe you aren’t good at maintaining healthy habits so 
your brain is constantly trying to decide what to do when. This is exhausting. It’s like trying building a new highway 
every day to get where you want to go. You’re so consumed with the basic questions of what to do next that you 
never have the mental space or energy to consider weightier matters.   
 
But you can clean out the clutter! If you’re regularly recycling negative/untrue thoughts, it’s time to replace them with 
healthy/true thoughts. Start by saying your thoughts out loud to someone who is mature enough to speak truth into 
those thoughts (like a counselor or pastor). If you’re trying to keep too many thoughts in your mind at the same time, 
learn to make lists (they function like an auxiliary brain!). This will reduce mental clutter and stress. If you’re 
undisciplined and undirected, work on establishing regular and healthy habits. These habits actually free your mind 
from having to build a new mental highway every day and allow it to consider the important things of each day. And 
don’t try to multitask. Multitasking is trying to do two tasks simultaneously that both require focus (i.e. trying to talk 
on the phone and read the newspaper at the same time. You cannot give full attention to both. You will end up doing 
both poorly.). This is different from, for instance, putting a load of laundry in and paying bills while the washer runs. 
Focus on one meaningful task at a time.  
 
Mental clutter and emotional clutter can make a mess in your mind. The process of cleaning out the emotional and 
mental clutter is not easy, but it’s worth it. And, you’ll find that the two are connected. If you work to get healthy 
emotionally (by getting your thoughts in line with the truth), you will find that it frees up mental space, which makes 
you feel well mentally and emotionally. If your emotional and mental clutter has gotten too much, talk to someone. 
Visit with your pastor. Make an appointment with a counselor. Check out Senior Life Solutions. We can all benefit 
from cleaning out the clutter!  
 

Janet Brus, RN     
Psychiatric Medical Care  
Manning Regional Healthcare Center  
Program Director – Senior Life Solutions  
 
 
 
 
 

The National Suicide Prevention Hotline 
is now: 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline 
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Spiritual Life at Trinity 
 
“By grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8 
 
“God’s Grace is Amazing!” is the theme for Saturday summer 
worship at Trinity. Worship time is 5:00 p.m. and Bible study at 4 p.m. 
 

250 years ago this year, John Newton wrote the words to the familiar hymn, “Amazing Grace.”   Newton was a sailor 
on the “Greyhound” as it thrashed in a storm in the north Atlantic. Having rejected his mother’s Christian teaching, 
sailor Newton had a reputation for profanity, coarseness, and debauchery. He considered himself beyond saving. In 
the storm, the Spirit again directed Newton’s thoughts to Christ. The words of Luke 11:13 reminded him that he was 
not beyond the grace of God. After his conversion Newton became a voice for the abolition of the slave trade that he 
had been part of. God’s grace rescued John Newton from a wretched life. “Amazing Grace” was written in 1773 and 
continues to be a favorite hymn. 
 

God’s grace still reaches out to us—the spiritually lost, blind, grieving, hurting, 
wandering . . . of today. The summer series (beginning June 7) will focus on 
God’s grace to Matthew, David, the Prodigal Son, Isaiah, and other Biblical 
recipients and messengers of grace.  Invite family, friends, and neighbors to 
celebrate and receive God’s “Amazing Grace.” 
 

The “Word on Wednesday” Bible class will meet each Wednesday at 10:00 
a.m. in June to focus more intently on Biblical recipients of grace.  Members 
of Trinity and Zion as well as friends and neighbors are welcome.  Come when 
you can!     

 

May 16  
 
The meeting was opened in the name of the Triune God with 9 members present. Pastor Riggert gave a Bible study 
on life transitions, including Jesus from glory with God to human to glory again, from His humiliation to His exultation, 
from earth to heaven. Cathie Segebart reported on Spring Rally. Cathie Segebart and Marjorie Jurgenson went. The 
speaker was from the MOSAIC program, which works to Increase the faith life of disadvantaged people with all kinds 
of handicaps. We received requests from Eventide Foundation and Deaf Missions. Cindy Wrucke sent a newsletter, 
mostly about reconciliation of brothers and sisters in her small Czech congregation. We discussed kitchen cleaning.  
We discussed the Fall Rally menu. Marjorie Jurgenson offered a Thrivent card to pay for food. The menu was decided 
on. The placemats are already purchased. There will be no door prize because everyone will receive gifts. The Staley's 
chicken supper is two weeks after the rally. There will be an appeal for a new air conditioner for the church. Bonnie 
Lorenzen gave Christian life related to Memorial Day from Romans 5:8, remembering those who died for our freedom.  
Who died for our freedom from the devil, our sinful selves and death? Jesus did because we are natural enemies of 
God.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Chairperson/hostess for June will be Carol Lile. The meeting 
ended with the Lord's Prayer and the table prayer. 
Susan Mahnke, Secretary 
 

Trinity's oldest and youngest members 
celebrating on the same night. Art Joens 98th 
birthday and Tate Karsten's baptism. 
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PERSONNEL:     

 We are still looking to hire 2 to 4 additional Summer Staff.  Seeking age 16 and older individuals to join 
the camp team in serving our guests. 

 We have an opening for a full-time office position.  Currently we have an offer being considered. 

 We continue to search for a Discipleship Director. 

 We currently have 1 commitment for our cook positions.  We continue to seek two additional cooks to 
work in the Dining Hall this summer.  Responsibilities would be food preparation, serving and cleaning 
up after the meals. 

 

NEEDS/WANTS LIST:   
 3-piece set - Hospital grade reusable hot/cold Therapy Gel Wrap (requested for Youth Week Camp) 

 Cake pans and cookie sheets 

 Laundry soap, bleach and hand soap / queen size mattress pads 

 New coffee pots and toasters / family size crock pots / Vacuums 

 Charcoal and/or gas grills 

 Thrivent Action Team Cards (check with Kellie Jones for guidance on potential usages) 

 Also, see our Amazon Wish List 
at:https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2U3MCM8Z6HGPY?ref_=wl_share 

 

Check out all the camp opportunities at www.campokoboji.org! 

Is someone you know graduating? Will wedding 
bells soon be ringing for a friend or family 
member? For special occasions like these, a Visa 
gift card makes a thoughtful gift, affording the 
recipient flexibility to use it however they wish. For 
Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) 
investors, the LCEF Visa gift card can be a great 
gift-giving option. The gift cards are available in 
$25, $50 and $100 values. An additional $1.99 fee 
per gift card will be added to the order. LCEF 
investors can learn more or place an order by 
visiting lcef.org/product/lcef-gift-card/ or calling 
Lutheran Church Extension Fund at 800-843-
5233 
 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2U3MCM8Z6HGPY?ref_=wl_share
http://www.campokoboji.org/
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Maggie (my wife) has been involved in designing and teaching 6th grade 
Small Catechism class. Then, she taught a group of teachers at church 
how to teach it. She also has Mommy Fellowship Group, and a whole 
variety of activities.  
 
Ginny graduated from 6th grade and is looking forward to attending the 
small Morrison Academy in Chiayi (on the campus of Concordia Middle 
School). Isaac played violin for Morrison’s orchestra and also the play 
“Little Women” and he participated in soccer and track. Gary is happy to 
be accepted into 9th grade at Morrison Academy, Taichung. He will live in 
the dorm with big brother, Isaac (11th grade). 

 

War easily worries the minds of many Taiwan people as they see the 
prolonged Ukraine war combined with the continuous approach of war 
planes from China. Amidst all the various things that can be discussed 
about it, the key thing for us is to turn to what God’s Word says: “when you 
see these things happen, lift up your heads,” “make disciples of all 
peoples,” “I am with you always,” and many other words of guidance and 
promise. God has it in His hands, and even though wars will be a reality 
until the end, He will not stop working through His people to “seek and save 
the lost” until Jesus comes again. Only then will peace be established as 
the true and enduring reality for us. Pray for all of us, that in times of fear 
and trouble many more will be brought to the Lord in repentance and faith. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Winter/spring 2023 

I’ve received my new orders to move to our Asia Mission Headquarters in 
Chiayi, Taiwan. It’s The Luther Building (above)! We pray that this will be 
a great base of freedom for extending our work of spreading the Word 
throughout Asia - Isaiah 55:11! We plan to move at the end of July. It’s sad 
to leave China Lutheran Seminary, but I’m tremendously grateful to have 
served here and God has blessed CLS in many ways recently by our 
passing our recent accreditation inspection with flying colors (with 
comments that CLS and China Evangelical Seminary are model 
seminaries for Asia), and especially with the upcoming new CLS president, 
Dr. Erwin Chen, who will officially begin on July 1. He was a student in the 
first MDiv course I taught here 22 years ago. Let’s pray for him and the 
seminary with a deep intercession for God’s fullest and best blessings 
upon them! 
 

I’d like to report on what you have 
supported these past 22 years that I’ve 
been at China Lutheran Seminary. 
These are ways that God’s Word has 
gone out. My estimates for these 22 
years: *Preached to 26,600 people. 
*Taught 1,350 people in 198 courses 
and 43 special lectures. *375 of these 
students are full-time church workers 
(spreading and teaching the Word 
now). *Served in 18 countries (Taiwan, 
Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, China, 
Philippines, Macau, Cambodia, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Myanmar, India, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, USA, 
Germany, and South Africa). THANKS 
FOR YOUR OUTSTANDING 
SUPPORT! Remember that God’s 
Word goes out and will not return void 
but will accomplish its saving purposes 
(Isaiah 55:11). 

 

’ 
News from our missionary, Professor Oliver, in Taiwan 

My new work for the near future will be 
putting these courses I’ve taught into 
usable textbooks (English & Chinese). 
This has actually been on my heart for 
the last few years, and now thankfully I 
will be able to focus on it. 

 

Professor Oliver & Family will be at Zion Sunday, July 16!  
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Amigos en Cristo 
     News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cristo:  

Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church  
 Pastor Pedro Lopez, Denison, Iowa   June 2023  

 
Hello everyone! It is a privilege to inform you of all the great things God is 
doing through our IDW Hispanic Ministry. Our English as a Second 
Language (ESL) programs continue. On May 18, we finished the spring 
session in Hartley. New friends were made and several of the students and 
volunteers are attending the English Worship Services! What a blessing to 
see new faces worshiping together with our congregations! We had a 
bilingual service on National Prayer Day. In Carroll, the ESL program has 
brought us new opportunities to meet several people giving us the 
opportunity to invite them to worship with us either in English or Spanish. 
We are happy to share that we have several students and volunteers 
attending the Spanish Worship Services. God is at work, motivating some 
of them to become part of our church as members.  
 

Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the President  
Missionary at Large, pedro@iowadistrictwest.org,  
571-606-7600 

We had our first informative meeting 
at St. Paul in Carroll to share the 
opportunity to be part of the Taco 
Sale during RAGBRAI (bicycle riding 
event) on July 24, 2023. Several 
people from different churches 
attended and are ready to support 
this great fundraiser for our Hispanic 
Outreach. Our next meeting will be 
June 10, 2023. We invite anyone who 
would like to volunteer to join us on 
this day. We will make tacos that day 
for all attendees so you can taste the 
tacos that we will be selling. For more 
information, please contact me. 
 

Our LWML Hispanic branch had their second meeting. A 
group of women got together and had a lot of fun. They 
are getting stronger together. We are trying to get a few to 
go to the National LWML Convention taking place in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin this year. We celebrated Mother’s 
Day with our Hispanic Congregation at Yellow Smoke 
Park. The weather was not the greatest, but we enjoyed 
worshiping God and had a chance to honor the moms 
present. It was beautiful!  

Please keep us in your 
prayers. Your support is 
always welcome. Feel free to 
get in contact with us about 
opportunities in helping and 
being part of your Hispanic 
Ministry in our beloved IDW.  
 
Gracias and bendiciones,  
Pastor Lopez 
 

mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
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Servant Leadership  
The Holy Spirit calls us to serve Christ in different ways, each important and valued in the kingdom of God. We 
praise God for the gifts and abilities he gives his people and that we can use them daily to glorify Him. As Christians, 
we know that using our gifts in service is not easy, yet we are comforted that the Holy Spirit guides and leads us in 
this endeavor. 
 
At the end of April, several LCMS missionaries (including Megan) were able to travel to Shinyanga, Tanzania, for 
Rev. Dr. Yohanne Nzelu’s consecration as the bishop for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania - The South 
East of Lake Victoria Diocese (ELCT-SELVD). Oftentimes, people in leadership positions are offered elevated 
status’, especially in this part of the world. Yet, as Christ's followers, we are servants. As a bishop, he has boundless 
opportunities to serve, teach, and minister to people sharing the love of Christ with them.  
 
Surrounding Rev. Dr. Nzelu at the consecration were bishops from East Africa. All prayed over him and his wife, 
encouraged him, and celebrated alongside him during the weekend’s celebrations. The responsibility of servant 
leadership is great. We pray for Bishop Nzelu as he continues to care for his congregants and those entrusted to 
his care. We praise God for the gifts of teaching, leadership, and compassion he has bestowed upon Bishop Nzelu 
and also pray that he remains steadfast and true in his service and devotion to the Lord.  
 
Life & Ministry Update  
 
Slowly, Slowly 
We arrived in Nairobi, Kenya, towards the end of February. Since that time, we have “slowly, slowly” been settling 
into our lives and ministry. Mark is able to be in the field office daily, which helps provide some routine and structure 
to his work. It also puts him in close proximity to several colleagues he works closely with throughout the week. 
Megan is at the field office three days a week and Tumaini Counselling Centre two days a week, serving other 
missionaries that live throughout Africa. Slowly, slowly, we are learning more about our lives in Nairobi. 
 
The big news is that our household items were able to travel across the border! This certainly helps us feel more 
settled. So, slowly, slowly, we are able to make our new house a home as we welcome visitors, build relationships 
in our new country, and rest and rejuvenate from the day’s work. We are thankful for all these victories in our 
missionary service. 
 
2023 AFRICA REGION RETREAT 
Our missionary team gathered for the yearly retreat at the end of March. It is always a benefit to gather together 
with our families and catch up with one another. This year, we were grateful to have Deaconess Heidi Goehmann 
present on relationships as seen through the Book of Ephesians. We also had Rev. Matt Schuler serve as our 
chaplain for devotions and worship. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Introducing Rev. Mark and Megan Mantey 

Serving in Uganda 

Mark and Megan Mantey 
Serving in Kenya  
 
Mark: Associate Regional Business Manager 
Megan: Regional Coordinator of Care and Development 
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Snapshots of Zion 

One of Zion’s 
preschool students 
receives her story 
Bible for children at 
their closing program 

May 17.   

Kantor Kevin Hildebrand from 
Concordia Theological Seminary 
in Ft. Wayne, IN, addresses the 
young organists in a breakout 
session at the organist workshop 
on May 13.  On the left the entire 
group (of over 60 organists) is 

pictured!  

Below and middle right children 
enjoy the sun catcher craft at Zion’s 
children’s table at Masterpiece 
Manning: Encounter with the Arts on 
May 6. Major thanks to Carlys Stribe 
for organizing the craft and gift bags!  

Far right, Brody C. and Julianna S. are 

honored on their graduation day (May 14).   
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Please Note! All times and events are subject to change 
 
Sunday  Zion Family Bible Class (after worship) 
Morning Sunday School at Trinity  
 
 

June-August Bible Reading Challenge  
 
 
June 5-9 VBS at Zion (8:45-11:30 a.m.) 
 
 
June 12 Pilates and Prayer (Noon-12:45, Mon – Thurs) 
 
 
June 22 Afternoon Communion Service  
 
 
June 22 Summer Worship at Historic Trinity (6:30)  
 
 
June 25 Cold-Case Christianity Bible Study at Zion (after worship) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A new Bible study starting at Zion on Sunday, 
June 25 after worship! Everyone invited!  
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Lyle Mundt, Tawnya Jacobsen (Kristin Backhaus’ sister), John Bexten (father of 
Beth Alexander and Amy Blackwell), Jim Deevers, Rick Spack, Justeen 
Schwieso, Sherri Steffes, Cory Ahrendsen (Larry & Connie’s son), Kenneth 
Graves, Tom Wegner, Brandon Long, Susan Lamb, Juanita Kurth 
 
 

In Our Prayers  

June Birthdays and Anniversaries @ Zion & Trinity 

1.  McKensie Bess 
     Monica Christensen 
     Jonathan Conner 
2.  Haley Mullenger 
     Janice Ress 
     Autumn Winter 
3.  Grace Asmus 
     Dara Jorgensen (T) 
4.  Alexander Lingle (T) 
     Brett Sanford 
     Kelli Schultes 
5.  Warren Puck 
6.  Angela Albertsen 
     Brandon Ranniger 
     Jason Rasmussen (T) 
7.  Wyatt Bandow (T) 
     Jarod Gruhn 
     Easton Woebke (T) 
8.  Jacob Ewoldt 
     Jett Sellner 
     Adalyn Stribe 
     David Vetter (T) 
9.  Harvey Blackwell 
     Hayden Blackwell 
     Debra Blom (T) 
     Kristine Bunker  
     Jon Saunders 
10. Amy Bradley 
      Luke Doyel  
      Judy Jacobsen 
      Hazel Opperman 
      Steve Page 
11. Jerry Brus (T) 
      Ron Bunker 
      Luke Ramsey 
      Nolan Ramsey 
12. Andrew Ferry (T) 
13. Nick Backhaus 
      Travis Neumann 
14. Richard Irwin (T) 
     Jessica Lingle (T) 
     Jessica Winter 
15.  Ann Ranniger 

 

16. Michael Gore 
      Ashley Hinners 
      Greg Peters 
17. Paul Boell (T) 
      Lily Doyel 
      Dale Reinke 
18. Dan Kerkhoff 
19. Wilma Bogatzke 
      Pastor Daniel Vogel 
20. Aubrey Alexander 
      Lorrell Borkowski 
      Dalton Miller 
      Dawson Miller 
21. Rodney Kurth 
      Mason Vonnahme 
22. John Blom (T) 
23. Brooklynn Booth 
      Bowen Bruck 
      Mary Grimm 
      Kyler Potthoff (T) 
      Matthew Vogel 
24. Holly Borkowski 
      Lana Georgius (T) 
      Cooper Kienast 
      Kristine Lingle (T) 
25. Jared Rosener 
26. Shirley Ahrendsen 
      Russell Bruhn 
28. Jordynne Bauer 
      Yvonne Klindt (T) 
29. Arlo Bornhoft (T) 
      Lynn Schroeder (T) 
      Hannah Willison 
30. Henry Kienast 

 

Anniversaries  Birthdays   (T = Trinity) 

Baptism 
Zoey Jade Bess, daughter of Benjamin & Mckensie (nee: 
Mohr); May 20, 2023, Pastor Jonathan Conner 
May 13th Tate Daniel Karsten,  parents Casey and 
Mackenzie Karsten,  Pastor Robert Riggert. (Trinity) 
 
Wedding 
Mya Nelson and Josh Ertz were married at Trinity May 
6th  (Pastor Conner, officiating).(Trinity) 
 
Transferred out: 
Casey Karsten to Trinity Lutheran Church, Manilla, IA; May 
24, 2023 
 

Official Acts 

If we missed or 
misspelled your 

name, please inform 
the church office. 

 

  2. Jacob & Mallory Dreier 
      Duane & Janice Monson 
  5.  Roger & Heather Rasmussen (T) 
  6. Ken & Gerry Stripling 
  7. Ben & Ashley Lorenzen 
  8. Jason & Kimber Opperman 
       Bill & Sheila Simonsen (T) 
10. Stan & Nancy Baack 
      Brian & Deb Birks (T) 
      Ron & Kristine Bunker 
      Ryan & Heidi Crawford 
11. Mike & Amy Hull 
12. Stan & Joleen Spies (T) 
15. Lynn & Sonia Nulle 
17. Rich & Sheryl Zinke 
26.  Mike & Robin Heaton       
27. Jerry & Carla Backhaus 

 


