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What I Saw at the Capitol when the 
Heartbeat Law was Passed 

- Pastor Conner 
 
“Thank God for abortion!” “Pro-life is a lie. They 
don’t care if people die!” “My body. My choice.” 
“Hey, hey, ho, ho, abortion bans have got to go!” 
“Abortion is health care!” Dozens of people 
wearing bright pink Planned Parenthood t-shirts, 
along with numerous others waving pro-abortion 
signs, with some ringing cowbells, crushed into 
the Iowa Capitol on Tuesday, July 11, shrilly 
chanting these slogans in protest of the heartbeat 
bill being considered by the Iowa legislature.1 I, 
and my daughter Catherine, were there to support 
the life-affirming law being considered and to pray 
quietly. The following is what I saw (see 
Catherine’s reflections on page 4).2    
 
Standing on the upper level, looking down on the 
protesters swarming below, my heart was pierced 
by grief. At times I found myself choked up with 
sorrow and deep lamentation. Beneath me were 
hundreds of people raucously chanting and 
forcefully petitioning for the right to kill the unborn, 
even calling it “health care,” actually calling the 
elective killing of unborn children “healthy” and 
“caring.” I struggled to cobble my prayer together: 
Lord, have mercy.     
 
Even though their tactics and signs were crude, 
and in several cases lewd3, I felt no animosity 
toward them, only pity and compassion. They 
were deceived. Perhaps some didn’t see the irony 
and blatant contradiction in their chants and signs. 
“My body. My choice.” It wasn’t their body. We do 

                                           
1 This bill was finally passed by 11:00 p.m. that evening.  
2 Watch your July Mission and Ministry Update for a 
video clip and further reflection.  
3 Several signs lewdly named private body parts that 
Scripture exhorts us to hold in greater esteem. Others 

not own what we have not created. God remains 
the owner and we the stewards, but even more, 
the unborn is not and never is a member of 
anyone’s body. From the moment of conception, 
the unborn is a unique person with her own 
growing body. She merely needs a safe place to 
grow. No one would believe it okay to kill a two-
year-old under the slogan “My body. My choice.” 
Why do we do it with the unborn? Other than the 
location, what is the ultimate difference between 
the unborn and the toddler?   
 

Yes, there is a great burden placed upon the 
mother to carry the child and we should be 
sensitive to that. And, yes, sometimes that burden 
is forcefully placed upon her against her will and 
we should have stiff laws to address that. But, do 
we punish the child for the sins of the father? 
Should we not, rather, bring justice against the 
one who committed the evil? Further, will taking 
the innocent unborn child’s life bring peace to a 
woman’s spirit? The millions of women who suffer 
the long-lasting aftereffects of their abortions 
suggest not.  
 

visually depicted them. Some used words like 
“dictators” and “terrorist” and “theocrats.” Others simply 
had profanity. T-shirts also used crude and lewd 
language.   
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“Pro-life is a lie. They don’t care if people die.” This 
was vociferously chanted as the chanters 
intentionally invaded the personal spaces of those 
affirming life, angrily accusing them as they 
derisively pointed fingers at them. I suspect the 
claim in this oft-repeated chant was that restricting 
abortion would endanger women’s lives by forcing 
them to pursue illegal and unsafe abortion 
procedures. We’ve all heard pro-abortion 
advocates claim that overturning Roe would return 
us to a time before Roe when “thousands of 
women died” from unsafe abortions. This was 
viscerally illustrated by many protesters waving 
wire coat hangers and parroted on a large painted 
cardboard sign that read, “If abortion isn’t safe, 
neither R U.”  
 

This is a straw man, and a particularly ugly one, at 
that. Not only is the “thousands of women died” 
claim unsubstantiated, but even official Planned 
Parenthood documentation repudiates it because 
it is not based on evidence. Despite the strawman 
attacks, abortion bans don’t outlaw healthcare for 
women; they outlaw electively killing unborn 
babies. No one wants to endanger women, but is 
the answer to protecting women promoting ways 
to “safely” kill unborn babies? 
 

Further, the sad irony of this chant is that in 
successful abortions someone always dies: The 
baby. And it is precisely because of this, because 
life advocates care if someone dies, that they 
support banning procedures that, when performed 
successfully, always kill the innocent. They 
recognize that hard cases exist and these should 
be addressed on a case by case basis, but it is not 
hard to understand that taking innocent life is 
wrong. The innocent need laws to protect them.  
 

I had similar reactions to the other slogans they 
stridently chanted dozens and dozens of times, 
but from above I could see their faces. And this 
moved me not to anger, but to compassion. In 

many of them I could see pain; I could see deep 
hurt. Somebody had hurt them. Somebody had 
taken advantage of them. Somebody had abused 
them. Somebody had used them. And abortion, 
strangely, was the thing they had adopted to bring 
some semblance of peace into their hearts. This 
anti-life cause was the thing that was going to 
liberate them and heal them, whether to protect 
their lifestyle choice or to justify their death-
inducing choice.  
 

Again I grieved. I grieved for the pain they had 
experienced and for the reality that no one will 
ever find peace opposing what God has called 
good and no one will find peace in advocating for 
death. Peace can only be found in one death, the 
saving death and resurrection of Jesus, in the 
forgiveness and life of Jesus. Only Jesus’ death 
saves. Only Jesus’ life heals. And I grieved 
because I could see that they didn’t have this 
peace in their souls. They were angry. They were 
bitter. They were hurting. They were fearful. And I 
longed for them to know the peace in Jesus that 
passes all understanding. I longed for them to 
know forgiveness. I longed for them to know the 
tender embrace of life in Jesus. Do you not long 
for the same? I pray you do. And I hope you are 
taking steps to ensure it happens. If you want to 
discuss how you can do that, come talk to me.    
 

Sadly, I also saw several clergy wearing pride 
stoles, Planned Parenthood buttons, and other 
symbols of death and rejection of what God has 
called good as they proudly chanted along with the 
slogans of death. It’s one thing when sheep stray; 
it’s another when the shepherd leads them astray. 
I shudder as God’s words in Ezekiel 34 echo in my 
mind: “I am against the shepherds, and I will 
require my sheep at their hand…” (Ezekiel 34:10). 
In my mind I can still see them chanting, “Thank 
God for abortion!” I can scarcely process it.  
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Do they not know what abortion is? Do they not 
know that the unborn are burned with poison, 
suctioned from the womb, and discarded as 
medical waste? How can anyone, especially a 
pastor, thank God for this? How can anyone affirm 
such a thing as good? How could anyone 
encourage followers of Jesus to celebrate this? 
These pastors are preaching a false Christianity 
that celebrates humankind’s choice over against 
what God has called good and over against the 
repeated Biblical call to repent of our sinful 
choices so as to receive forgiveness and new life 
in Jesus. By refusing to name sin (sin such as 
abortion) and to call people away from it, these 
shepherds are preventing their congregants from 
repenting and receiving life-giving forgiveness in 
Jesus. The tragedy is unimaginably great.  
 

Protesters also chanted, “2, 4, 6, 8 separate the 
church and state.” Not only is this not in the 
Constitution as some believe, it’s actually an 
attempt to silence the church. Some in the church 
have been influenced by such claims and believe 
I shouldn’t have been at the Capitol, claiming the 
church should have no role in politics. Obviously, 
I disagree. “Politics,” especially in America, has 
become a blob attempting to devour everything. In 
other words, morality and worldview and ethics 
are being devoured by “politics” and excluded 
from the legislative process. The goal, as 
mentioned above, is to silence the church’s voice, 
making it seem as though we are unable to 
address anything deemed “political.” This is 
similar to those trying to silence men’s voices by 
claiming that abortion is a women’s issue. No one 
denies it more personally impacts women, but 
excluding men because they don’t bear the child 
doesn’t eliminate men from the picture. Every child 
has a mother and a father. Abortion is a man’s 
issue too.  
 

With our laws, however, we must remember that 
laws are not first political; laws are first moral. All 

laws defend or protect something. Why? Because 
legislators believe that thing should be protected, 
because it is worthy of being protected, because it 
is right to protect it. These are moral statements. 
So the question isn’t whether morality and politics 
will mix; the question is what morality will shape 
our laws. We must understand that “neutrality” is 
a myth. When Christian morality is excluded from 
the law-making process we don’t end up with a 
morally neutral law, we end up with a law informed 
by a non-Christian morality, and this is exactly 
what Planned Parenthood was hoping for.   
 

This doesn’t mean the church should govern. It 
means that the church should speak to those who 
govern so as to advocate for laws that defend and 
protect what God has called good. We must 
remind our governing authorities that they serve 
by the will of God as ministers of God. They don’t 
serve as ministers of Word and Sacrament as 
pastors do, but ministers of justice and justice is 
about defending and protecting what God has 
called good. We must stand against the blob 
called “politics” and reclaim the moral backbone 
for our laws.  
 

To return to the Capitol scene, I have no doubt the 
pro-abortion protesters were disappointed with the 
outcome of the vote (House passed… Senate…). 
While I celebrate the vote, I relish no victory. The 
point isn’t to win legislative victories. The point 
isn’t winners and losers. The point is to welcome 
the newborn’s cry of life. Let us pray that there will 
be many new lives who will have opportunity to 
celebrate the laws we have put in place to protect 
them. And then let us, as a church, continue to 
advocate for life-affirming laws even as we 
redouble our efforts to bring the life-giving gospel 
of Jesus into the lives of our communities. – Pastor 
Conner 
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What I Saw at the Capitol when the Heartbeat Law was Passed 
- Catherine Conner 

Our country was founded in a deep reverence for God, and now instead of reverence 
for God, many Americans are fixated on their life, their dream, their job, and their 
money. They are forgetting their Creator and resorting to sinful human ways to fill their 
minds. Unfortunately, this means serving themselves and not others. People get hurt, 
relationships are broken, and God is forgotten. When God is forgotten, people have 
no guardrails by which to live their lives. They can do whatever they believe is right. 
Some believe they can choose abortion if they want. These women are not heartless 
but are simply in need of a savior. The Savior. Many women regret their life aborting 
choice. We have all sinned. As Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God.” We should not hate these people. What they need is the love and 
forgiveness of Christ. 

 
Tuesday, July 11, 2023. Angry people swarm the Capitol building of Iowa as legislators try to pass the heartbeat 
law. This law makes it illegal to abort a baby when a heartbeat is detected. Pro-choice people wearing pink shirts 
shout angry chants. The classic “My body my choice” is heard throughout the building. Many other chants such as 
“Pro-Life is a lie, they don’t care if people die,” “2 4 6 8 separate the church and state,” and “Hey Hey Ho Ho 
abortion bans have got to go” fill the building. These chants do not stand up against logic. For one thing, “My body 
my choice” doesn’t work. It is not just their body they’re dealing with; there is a baby in there too! They can’t just 
count the baby as their body just like you can’t count your child as your body. “Pro-Life is a lie, they don’t care if 
people die” simply goes against logic. They are the ones aborting the babies. “Hey Hey Ho Ho abortion bans have 
got to go” is basically saying, “let’s make it legal to kill a living human.” As we wait for Jesus to renew this sinful 
world, we should recall what Psalm 33:18 says. “Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon those who fear Him, on those 
who hope in His steadfast love.” In the meantime, let us spread the Word of God to the ends of the earth. 
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Senior High Youth Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Senior High Youth & Parents: You are invited to an informative Youth Group meeting to discuss changes, 
transitions, calendar of events, discuss topics and things you’d like to do as a youth group this school year, 
the IDW youth gathering and more. Plan on attending one of the two times offered for this meeting in the 
beginning of August. Sunday August 6th at 6 pm or Tuesday August 8th at 6 pm in the Bible Study room.  
Sunday August 20th 1-3 pm at Zion: Youth group kickoff party. 
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Digital Safety and Our Kids  

 

 

 

 

 

The summer box office hit hasn’t been your typical 

feel-good movie, but rather the movie “Sound of 

Freedom.” “‘Sound of Freedom’ sells over 8.9 

million tickets, passes $100M in box office 

revenue,” according to Christian Post in their 

article on July 24, 2023. It has surprised many 

people with its record numbers in ticket sales and 

with quite a bit of controversy from media outlets. 

But the fact is, it is based on a true story! I’ve 

listened to a few different interviews given by Tim 

Ballard, the former government agent who left his 

job to rescue children from sex trafficking; and Jim 

Caviezel, who portrays Tim in the movie. Listening 

to the interviews literally left me in tears, and 

brokenhearted. As a parent, this movie, these 

interviews, and the rhetoric around them gives me 

some major thoughts as to what I post of my 

children on social media, as well as how I can 

protect them as more and more our world and life 

is lived out online. 

It also makes me recall that last month, I shared 

with you two books on how to teach your children 

safety around pictures and pornography. And with 

this box office hit, I’d be remiss not to mention it 

again. The statistics around the usage of porn, the 

average age consuming it, and the number of 

Christians who partake in it are staggering. And 

the link between pornography and the human 

trafficking epidemic has to be made. Basic 

economics: supply and demand. Like never before 

porn is so readily available to everyone through 

their phones, video games, and so much more. 

So, not only do we need to be proactive and help 

teach our children before or when they are 

exposed. But we also need to get back to some 

good old basic digital safety.  

Do you remember when Facebook just came out, 

the thought of posting a picture of yourself in your 

college sweatshirt was absurd. You wouldn’t want 

someone knowing you went to Iowa State, what if 

some weirdo could track you to your dorm 

because you posted a picture and tagged your 

floor in the post. Fast-forward a few decades, and 

we’re all posting that we’re on vacation, with our 

hometown shirts on, or worse, the back-to-school 

photos with what school, teacher, grade, etc. listed 

for each of our children in plain view. I know you 

might be thinking like I have, “But my account is 

private.” It’s only friends and family, but a quick 

Google search shows you that 90% of abuse is by 

someone you know and trust. And you cannot stop 

someone from screenshotting your photos.  

Look, I get it, I’m not judging. We all post, we all 

use social media. It’s not going away. I simply 

want to give you one mama’s musings on the topic 

of online safety and share a few things to think 

about before you post. Or while your post! 

1. Check your phone’s settings, your 

snapchat settings, and your kiddo’s 

settings on any/all apps. Make sure GPS 
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locations on photos are turned off. That 

cute photo your kiddo took at the 

freedom rock could be showing up on 

anyone’s snapchat map if they simply 

zoom in. Just saying, I thought about 

rejoining the snapchat world for a hot 

second last week, and saw public photos 

on the maps view all around Iowa of 

kiddos posting pics.  

 

2. Those fun in the sun photos at the beach 

or pool: maybe just share those via a 

family text message. Swimsuit and 

bathtub photos are cute but not for 

sharing online. While scrolling through 

reels the other night I came upon a reel 

of a young woman talking about how her 

photos were taken by a stranger, and 

with the use of AI, transformed and then 

sent back to her. Not only is that 

nefarious cyberbullying but it made me 

terrified for how easily that could happen 

to anyone, adult or child.  

 

3. Consider when your kiddo is older will 

they really enjoy that memory popping up 

online of that embarrassing story that 

was cute with they were 8 but not 28? I 

know I’m glad I only have to relive those 

embarrassing stories of myself at family 

reunions, not played out online.  

 

4. With the school year starting, please 

really consider what information you 

write on that cute little board on the first 

day of school post.  

 

5. Take time to talk with your kids about 

who they’re texting, snapping, “dm”ing. 

Bullying is real, it’s happening on all 

social media platforms and can be 

anonymous with the help of apps. Get to 

know who is in contact with your kids, 

other kids, adults, etc. No adult besides 

parents really needs to have one on one 

conversations with your kid via social 

media, snapchat, or texting without you 

knowing of it, or without you being aware 

and involved in the conversation. If you 

have cause for concern, address it with 

the adult, or simply block them from your 

child’s phone.  

 

6. Stay up to date on what apps tend to be 

the most dangerous for kids. As of June 

2023: (Feel free to research these further 

as to why each of these might be a 

problem area) 

a. Houseparty 

b. Ask.Fm  

c. Kik  

d. Snapchat 

e. Meetme  

f. Blendr  

g. Instagram 

h. Vine 

i. Whatsapp 

j. Whisper 

 

7. Last but certainly not least: Trust your 

instincts. If your gut tells you something 

is off in a post, in an app, in your 

children’s interactions online, don’t just 

blow it off. God gave you these little ones 

because they needed YOU for their mom 

and dad, their grandpa and grandma. 

Even with all this media influence, your 

influence is the one that matters most! 
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Your instincts 9 times out of 10 are 

correct in protecting your kiddos. And 

know you’re not alone. Parenting today 

has so many crazy new fears and 

hardships than I think raising kids in the 

50s must’ve, but God knew you’d be a 

parent in the 2020s and he’s equipping 

you to raise those kiddos well. Stay 

informed, stay connected to your kiddos, 

and use the people and resources at 

your disposal to keep your kiddos safe 

online.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online safety is very important. Both as parents 

but also as a church. That is also why Zion’s 

Security and Safety team have been working hard 

on a digital safety and communications policy for 

our kids and volunteers. As we begin registration 

for the new school year, Sunday School, 

confirmation, and youth group, keep your eye out 

for a new form on how we plan to help keep your 

kiddos digitally safe while at Zion events.  – DCE 

Kathryn Schneider  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

For more resources:  If you’d like to learn more about teaching your children how to stay safe with the thousands 

of pictures they see online consider purchasing or borrowing my copies of Good Pictures Bad Pictures by Kristen 

A. Jenson, MA (and her Junior version as well).  

To learn more and help fight the battle against child trafficking visit Tim Ballard’s organization End Child 

Trafficking | Operation Underground Railroad (ourrescue.org). There you can learn more about his organization 

or watch the trailer for the Sound of Freedom movie. Listen to podcasts, interviews of both Tim Ballard and Jim 

Caviezel, but go in with the understanding that it is not for the faint of heart. Yet, we need to know about these 

things. Learn about them, learn how to spot grooming, exploitation and the like, because like the social media 

hashtag that is currently trending, “God’s children are not for sale.”  - DCE Kathryn Schneider  

 

https://ourrescue.org/
https://ourrescue.org/
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Grace Celebrations at Trinity 
August 2023 

 

God’s Amazing Grace—Worship Life  
The summer series, “God’s Amazing Grace” continues 
with worship at 5 p.m. every Saturday. August themes 
include: August 5—The Grace of the Waiting Father; 
August 12—Grace to the Spiritually Blind; August 19—
Grace to the Canaanite Women; August 26—Grace to 
the Woman at the Well.  The 4 p.m. Bible class 
explores additional details and insights into the grace 
interactions.    
 

Grace to Children--VBS 
Children of the congregation and community will be “Making Waves” of praise at the August 9-11 VBS event at 
Trinity.  Children will gather from 6-8 p.m. and will experience a Bible lesson, music, crafts, games, and a MEAL.  
Registration forms are available at Trinity and Zion and can also be accessed on the Trinity Facebook page. 
Thanks to Christian education chairpersons LeeAnn Christiansen and Stephany Olson for coordinating this 
grace event at Trinity. Contact LeeAnn or Stephany to volunteer and to donate financially or with other VBS 
supplies.  
 

Grace to the Community 
Trinity is a Crawford County TAP (Temporary Aid Program) partner and is scheduled to contribute food and 
finances for August 2023.  A collection box is in the church entry. Needed items include: sugar, flour, soups, 
crackers, cooking oil, tuna, canned tomatoes, tomato juice, macaroni, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, 
hamburger helper, tuna helper, complete pancake mix and syrup, laundry and dish soap, and personal hygiene 
products.  Cash donations can also be brought to the collection box or sent to P.O. Box 121, Denison, IA 51442. 
Grace-filled Stewards 
 

Over $5,000 has already been contributed to the new 
air-conditioning/furnace unit for the sanctuary area.  The 
total replacement cost was over $13,000.  Your special 
support of the “Church is Cool” fund is appreciated. Your 
continuing sacrificial support to our budgeted needs 
provide for our worship services, pastoral care for all 
members, Christian education for our children, and 
outreach to the community and into the world. Thank 
you!      
 

Grace—Going Forward 
In consultation with Iowa District West staff, Pastor 
Conner and our partner Zion, Trinity elders will begin 
explorations on “what’s next” for pastoral care and 
leadership for Trinity and the Manilla community.  
Please keep them in your prayers. 
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The Sanctified Imagination 
 

Apple, Hollywood, the NFL, Xbox, 
McDonald’s, Mazda, and Under Armour 
all have one thing in common: They 
want your imagination. They know what 
too few of us have realized: whatever 
captures our imagination, captures us.  

 

A brief look around our homes will reveal this truth. 
Their products line our shelves, their songs fill our 
playlists, their stories replay in our minds, their 
beverages are in our fridges, their games are on 
our screens, their wrappers are in our garbage, 
and their logos have branded our children.  
 

None of them is necessarily bad, for God “richly 
provides us with everything to enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17). 
It’s not wrong to own an iPad, rent a movie, watch 
a football game, or enjoy a Happy Meal, but it is 
dangerous. And that’s not just because fallen man 
might find a way to use these products for ill. 
Remember, these companies aren’t simply selling 
you a product; they’re luring your imagination. And 
the thing that captures our imagination, captures 
us.  
 

As Christians, we have been “captured” by 
another: Jesus Christ. Scripture describes us as 
“redeemed” (1 Pet. 1:18), “chosen” (1 Pet. 2:9), 
and “ransomed” (Rev. 5:9). We are called God’s 
“possession” (1 Pet. 2:9), “people” (2 Cor. 6:16), 
and “sheep” (John 10:27). Our imaginations 
belong to Him. Scripture calls us to take our 
thoughts captive to Christ (2 Cor. 10:5), to be 
transformed through the renewing of our minds 
(Rom. 12:2), and to “think about these things:” 
truth, honor, justice, purity, loveliness, goodness, 
excellence, and praiseworthy goods (Phil. 4:8). In 
other words, we are called to cultivate Christian 
imaginations.  
 

Two questions immediately arise: why and how. 
Beyond the bare command of God, why should we 

cultivate Christian imaginations and how are we to 
do it? 
 

Why should we cultivate a Christian imagination? 
 

While God does claim sovereignty over our 
thoughts, the reason for aligning our imagination 
with Him is bigger than just obedience. In their 
recent book Imagination Redeemed, Gene Veith 
and Matthew Ristuccia point out the good that 
results from a sanctified imagination: “When God 
captures our imagination, he captures the rest of 
our mind, including our understanding and our 
will.” As we observed before: whatever captures 
our imagination, captures us. We will give our 
time, our resources, and our thought life to the 
thing that captivates us. Who is more worthy of our 
captivated imagination than God Himself?  
 

How do we cultivate a Christian imagination?   
 

As with most things of great value, there’s no 
shortcut. Veith and Ristuccia observe, “A Christian 
imagination comes, above all, from reading the 
Bible continually, studying it, meditating on it, and 
just saturating your mind and your imagination 
with the Word of God.” There’s simply no shortcut 
to this.    
 

They add, “Hearing good preaching week in and 
week out can profoundly shape a Christian 
worldview and a Christian imagination.” By “good 
preaching” they aren’t referring to the preacher’s 
speaking skill or to his ability to tell a good story; 
they’re talking about good, solid, Biblical 
Law/Gospel preaching. They further observe, “Life 
in the church at every level will help you cultivate 
a Christian imagination.” This includes faithfully 
hearing the Word read and preached, receiving 
the Sacrament of the Altar, singing the Church’s 
hymnody, and learning the Church’s liturgy. These 
rituals coupled with personal and corporate 
(group) study of Scripture will cultivate a Christian 
imagination and leave you captivated with Christ. 
– Pastor Conner  
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Amigos en Cristo 
     News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cristo:  

Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church  
 Pastor Pedro Lopez, Denison, Iowa   August 2023  

 
Hello everyone! We hope that you all have been enjoying the beautiful 
weather. As always, it is a joy to inform you of all the great things God is doing 
through Hispanic Ministry in Iowa District West.  
 

Our new English as a Second Language (ESL) program at St. Paul, Fort 
Dodge, began on July 25. Class will be from 6:30 to 8:30pm. We are so excited 
to see what the Lord has prepared for us there, and we look forward to working 
at the third St. Paul church. If you live in or near Fort Dodge and would like to 
volunteer, please contact me. 
 

Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the President  
Missionary at Large, pedro@iowadistrictwest.org,  
571-606-7600 

We were blessed to have been 
present at the extension of the 
Press/La Prensa Hispanic 
Newspaper, a newspaper that is 
present in the Crawford, Carroll, 
and Shelby Counties. Ms. Lorena 
Lopez (not related), the CEO, with 
the support of many 
entrepreneurs, brought this great 
tool of information to our midst. 
We met several leaders and saw 
some of our church members 
from different congregations who 
were also present.  
 

On July 1, we started meeting at 
St. Paul in Carroll for a Bible 
study with prayer and praise. We 
have gathered twice now and 
have had a count of 19 and 22 
people including 3 kids. God is at 
work! We thank St. Paul 
members for their help and 
support. 

 

Our LWML Hispanic branch was very happy 
to have Paquita, Lizzette Duque from Gracia-
Storm Lake, and Sandra Ruiz and her 
daughter Genesis, our newest members at 
Amigos en Cristo, participate at the LWML 
National Convention. Paquita also 
participated at the H2H training during the 
convention. The ladies came back so happy 
for the great experience, and were amazed to 
see how many ladies were at the convention. 
 

We celebrated a bilingual service together 
with Christ Lutheran Church at Washington 
Park in Denison. We had a great time sharing 
with our Hispanic friends from St. Paul, 
Carroll as this was their first experience with 
a bilingual service.  
 
Our annual rummage sale was July 13-15. 
We will share more information about it in the 
September Messenger.  
 

Please keep us in your prayers 
and thoughts. Your support is 
always welcome! Feel free to 
contact us about opportunities to 
help and become involved in 
Hispanic Ministry in our beloved 
Iowa District West.  
 
Gracias and bendiciones,  
Pastor Lopez 

 

mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
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bŜǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅΣ ¢ƛǊȊŀƘ YǊŜȅ 
Serving in Latin America 

Dear Supporters,  
In May I graduated from the deaconess program at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort 
Wayne Indiana; thanks be to God. Thank you all for your support whether it was through 
prayer, finances, cheerleading or a multitude of other ways. I pray the Lord will utilize this 
education and service as a Deaconess to His glory.  
 

God. Family. Service. While my family doesn’t have an “official” motto (haha or really any 
motto), I’d say the gist of who we are can we summed up in the above words. From childhood, 
we were baptized and raised in the Christian faith, learning of the sacrifice that our Lord made 
for us and the gift of eternal life promised to all who believe. With God and faith as our 
foundation, everything else was built on top of this.  
 
Family life was a close second priority, ensuring we were in and around each other’s lives, supporting and loving 
one another. However, family isn’t just blood, all those who share the common faith in Christ are our dear brothers 
and sisters. We grew up with many church family members celebrating holidays, birthdays and life with us. I’m even 
named after one of our sweet church “grandmothers,” Anne. Within our faith and family, came that which we learned 
not only from our parents, but from Christ’s example, serving our neighbor. From VBS and mission festivals to 
nursing home visits and church dinners, childhood was filled with such activities, aiming to love our neighbor.  
 

I share this, as a prelude to where I am today, and how the Lord has not only shaped me, but those closest around 
me. My dear family: Dad and Mom, brothers and sisters, nieces and nephews, missionaries and deaconess sisters 
are a huge part of my life. They are my confidants, my sounding boards, my truth-tellers. I am who I am, and where 
I am, because the Lord placed them to walk alongside of me in life. If I had visible layers in my foundation, the first 
layer would be my faith in God, the second, family, and third, my vocations as daughter, sister, friend, nurse, and 
deaconess.  
 

I wanted to share these thoughts as I reflect on the completion of the diaconal program in May and the many joys 
and challenges, open doors and roadblocks that have occurred the last three years. The Lord has been shaping me 
through these life experiences and the people around me, to be a woman that He can work in and through. A servant 
to His people. A means to reach those who need to hear His Word and feel His comfort. Dear supporters, I could 
also not be in this place, serving God’s people, without your continued support. I thank you for your dedication to 
our Lord and the reaching out through His means to see that others hear the Word of God. May the Lord bless and 
keep each and every one of you. Until we meet again, Tirzah 
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CMSCR (our Regional Seminary here in the DR) held 
its annual graduation where ten men graduated from 
the pastoral formation program. These men represent 
seven countries: Spain, Guatemala, Mexico, 
Venezuela, Chile, Cuba and Bolivia. They now head 
back to their home countries to bring the Word of God.  

 

Continued  

As a nurse it’s always a joy when we can holistically care for 
someone in mind, body and soul. In practice, this means we 
can often combine teaching the Word of God with a lesson 
about health. At the beginning of June we had our first 
medical team come down from Medicine in Mission, with 
whom we have a partnership. Seventeen medical students 
came to Santo Domingo where they taught a variety of 
lessons from tactical medicine and basic first aid, to lessons 
on healthy diet and exercise to school kids, a community 
women’s Zumba class and youth from both of our churches. 
I was able to join in on many activities as a participant, 
teacher, and even interpreter. They visited both our 
churches in Santo Domingo, Iglesia Pan de Vida and Iglesia 
Amigos de Cristo. We thank the Lord for new and exciting 
opportunities! 

 

As part of my role, but also my deaconess internship, 
I’ve been teaching/ facilitating Bible studies. It’s been 
a joy to teach about the fruits of the Spirit to our 
“Beautiful Inheritance group,” a group of our young 
missionary girls that live around the region. We meet 
via zoom, once a month. I was also able to lead a Bible 
study in one of our local congregations, Iglesia 
Luterana de Pueblo Nuevo. This was my first time 
teaching an adult Bible study in Spanish. It was both 
nerve wracking and hugely rewarding. The ladies 
were most gracious and helped me find the right 
words when needed! 

 

The largest part of my work here in LAC is to care for our 
missionaries. Typically this looks like a lot of logistical work 
that I do from our regional office here in the DR. However, 
this spring I was able to go and visit three of our countries 
and missionaries. In Peru we have two missionary families, 
the Ramirez family: Pastor Jean Carlos, Deaconess Caitlin, 
and their two children, Abraham and Eliana. (And their soon 
to be third baby!) And the Siewert family, Pastor Walterson, 
Stefy, and daughter Isabella. I visited two of the three 
mission churches there and was able to see some of their 
wonderful ministry in action. It was a joy to visit the Rickman 
family, Pastor Arthur, Deaconess Eva, Bethany, Zoe, Noah, 
Nathanial, MaryAna, Adelheid, & Hannah in Panama. This 
was my first time in Panama and it was great to see the 
construction on their church in Balboa, as well as visit this 
sweet family in their home. My Jamaica visit coincided with 
their FORO as well as Pastor Benevenuti’s installation. It 
was a great joy to see the Ite family, Pastor Ite & Melissa, 
Aamira, Goodness and their newest addition, Anaiyah. They 
have been serving there for over 15 years! It was also great 
to see the Benevenuti family again, Pastor Arthur, Lu, and 
their two daughters, Raquel and Gigi. They arrived to 
Jamaica in the early Fall and have been acclimating and 
working hard to learn English.  

 

Each August we have our Missionary Conference 
where our 40+ missionaries and their families (approx. 
120 people) gather for a weeklong conference. I chair 
our planning committee. This is a special week, but 
comes with a lot of work and travel for our 
missionaries. Please keep them all in your prayers as 
they travel to the DR from 9 different countries. 
Additionally, this week wouldn’t be possible without 
our speakers and short-term team that care for our 
45+ missionary kiddos. If you would like to support 
your missionaries at the conference with a small gift, 
go to our Amazon wish list: Amazon.comwishlist 
Thank you for being a blessing! 

 
Have you ever thought of serving as a missionary or 
know someone who is interested in mission work? We 
are looking for many types of missionaries, but are in 
great need of a Regional Business Manager to work 
here in the Dominican! Check out this link for short-
term teams coming to LAC or opportunities to serve 
as a missionary in one of our regions: 
www.lcms.org/servenow  

 

http://www.lcms.org/servenow
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Snapshots of Zion 

We celebrated Joey E.’s 

baptism on July 15th. 

We celebrate children in 

worship every Sunday. 

We celebrated Carter 
and Jackson E.’s 
baptisms on June 24th. 

We celebrate Zion’s ministry to our home-
limited members. Pictured: Joy U. (left), 

Bob C. (bottom left), Bobbie B. (below).  

We welcomed our missionary, 
Professor Stephen Oliver and 
Family on July 16th. 

We celebrate the 
music of John 
and Kathryn 

Schneider.  
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Please Note! All times and events are subject to change 
 
Sunday  Zion Family Bible Class (after worship) 
Morning Sunday School at Trinity  
 
 

June-August Bible Reading Challenge  
 
 
Sunday Mornings Cold-Case Christianity Bible Study at Zion (after worship) 
 
 
June – August  Pilates and Prayer at Zion (Noon-12:45, Mon – Thurs) 
 
 
August 6 & 8 Sr. High Youth & Parent Meeting (6:00 p.m.) at Zion  
 
 
August 9-11 VBS at Trinity (6:00-8:00 p.m.) 
 
 
August 17 Zion Afternoon Communion Service (1:30 p.m.) 
 
 
August 20 Sr. High Youth Group Kickoff Party (1:00-3:00) at Zion  
 
 
August 24 Summer Worship at Historic Trinity (6:30 p.m.)  
 
 
August 30 Confirmation Orientation (6:00 p.m.) at Zion  
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Lyle Mundt, Tawnya Jacobsen (Kristin Backhaus’ sister), John Bexten (father of 
Beth Alexander and Amy Blackwell), Jim Deevers, Rick Spack, Justeen 
Schwieso, Sherri Steffes, Cory Ahrendsen (Larry & Connie’s son), Tom Wegner, 
Susan Lamb, Juanita Kurth, Kristin Webb, Lenus Borkowski, Bob Christensen, 
Bruce Rutz, Steve Rutz 
 

In Our Prayers  

August  Birthdays and Anniversaries @ Zion & 

Trinity  
1.   David Kusel 
      Boyd Vetter (T) 
2.   Asher Bauer 
      Juniper Hinners  
      Judy Lingle (T) 
      Justin Musfeldt 
3.   Sophia Hodne 
      Jentry Wiig 
4.  Amy Hull 
     Maddox Weitl 
5.  Janet Brus 
     Maddox Vetter (T) 
6.  Matthew Alexander 
     Morgyn Irlbeck 
     Donna Rutz 
     Grace Sextro 
7   Matthew Blackwell 
     Katie Weitl 
8.  Haylie Irlbeck 
     Logan Vonnahme 
9.  Mckenna Benton 
     Mackenzie Karsten (T) 
10. Rhonda Grimm 
      Kent Vollstedt 
11. Scott Dreier 
12. Luke Jorgensen (T) 
      Stan Musfeldt 
      Audrey Roe 
      Henry Schneider 
13. Zoey Schumann (T) 
14. Elizabeth Alexander 
      John Blom (T) 
      Jennifer Bunker 
      Cole Lingle (T) 
      Mark Segebart (T) 
15. Addalynn Alexander 
      Emma Reese 
      Rick Spack 
16. Cathie Segebart (T) 
 

17. Jill Arp 
      Lucy Opperman 
18. Tyler Bruck 
      Kason Jacobsen  
     Carol Schroeder 
      Paula Wulf 
19. Jean Borkowski 
      Shelby Heaton 
      Randy Mahnke 
20. LeAnn Christensen (T) 
21. Tina Miller (T) 
      Stephany Olson (T) 
      Jacob Rosener 
      Mitchell Walters 
22.  Will Jorgensen (T) 
23. Karl Rutz 
24. Jasmine Bauer 
25.  Kristian Woebke (T) 
26. Barb Hargens (T) 
      Kadynce Ketcham 
27. Mary Grimm 
      Linnet Nissen 
      Leggy Thomson 
      Gale Vinke 
28. Brian Vetter (T) 
29. Justin Weller 
30. Abby Bruch 
      Cash England 
31. Margaret Kuchel  
      Jeremiah Segebart (T) 
 

Anniversaries  Birthdays   (T = Trinity) 

Baptisms: 
Bristol Renea Hass, daughter of Natalie Bauer & Rylan 
Hass; July 8, 2023; Pastor Jonathan Conner 
 

Joseph Anthony Eickman; July 15, 2023; Pastor Jonathan 
Conner 
 

Funerals: 
Rozora Jane Schroeder; Died June 19, 2023; Graveside 
service July 18, 2023; Pastor Robert Riggert 
 

Transferred In: 
Keith & Tonya Benna from St. Paul Lutheran Church, Ida 
Grove, IA, July 17, 2023 
 

Official Acts 

If we missed or 
misspelled your 

name, please inform 
the church office. 

 

1.    Scott & Lisa Dreier  
       Justin & Kali Weller 
3.    Nathan & Chelsey Jensen 
5.    Don & Susan Lamb 
6.    Pastor Daniel & Paula Vogel 
7.    Robert & Kari Deal 
9.    Duane & Melodie Boell (T) 
10.  Daniel & Taya Vonnahme 
12.  Bob & Irene Genzen 
13.  Alan & Jennifer Morris 
15.  John & Deb Blom (T) 
17.  Collin & Danielle Brus 
18. Robert & Brenda Ehlers 
20.  Mark & Cathie Segebart (T) 
23.  Gary & Bonnie Witt 
24.  Curtis & Rachel Hofbauer 
 

25.  Dwight & Jeanne Gruhn 
       Tim & Joni Kienast 
26. John & Sarah Lorenzen 
       Shawn & Angie Miller 
28. Casey & Mackenzie Karsten (T) 
30.  JoAnn and Earl Thomas 
31.   Daniel & Wendy Stribe 
 


