Looking Beyond the _
Casket The Holy Scriptures anonderfully and

annoyingly ambiguous on the topic. Are spirit

Rememb egngnP af?tor safe upon death? Yes (I guess). St. Paul wrote 1
ofnso the Philippians, @AMy ¢
Christ, for that is f

= . . 7 . ~
This article was written by Pastor Johnson. Og ! 3 Z tp Ii ?: ? ’s Vg;méag ' Slaeugdaem())npnl f
April 4. we remember that one year ago he was,

: session, but even tha
We/comea’/m‘o H_eaven o be _refreshedana’ t?emember moving from lowa to Missouri. | was
await the coming resurreaiome, Lord

Jesus. Come auick] middle schooler. | went from being a part of a sm:
’ GUICKY: (class of peers | had known sincegertdarin a

A death row inmate told a reporter he was read arochial - school setting to public school
to face his execution u:%unde %r_al rg%nclassof”eerzr'swhrﬁ\{veg
was ready to go ‘co ISt&yf eig {o_ @.Ol'}ana |on|hggi 0 the
: new school setting sparked anxiety,
embarrassment, and uncertainty within me. | hay
Y0 idea what the otéion process is like for new
disembodied spirits. All 1 know is | feel like &
gangly teenager facing a foreign exalterves

again. | find the Scriptures' depiction of what w

i ! i : \ : \
?r?/;rt]%ngzcg:gs'&?ntgl’s\l\ée;gi?::?(;[gl tlgetf]z'te;niztﬁ?/theolog|ans call the intermediate state ambiguot
J P to the point of beinthelpful.

care of patients facing dying plus thousands oi
professional articles focused on the topic, there ‘7

still a great deal of uncertaintydiagadying. iAII this said, when a death row inmate faces dea

I remembered watching the interview thinkin
AwWhat a | iar. o

| have not been able to be so caalaaTning

i ke i tds no bi deal
We know hearts stop; we know that the lack c b | 6 . ¢ 9
blood circulation causes organs in the body to stcma ybe om Jus!? a cowa
workin h i ho d ¢ makes sense since it is technically a pu |shrtner
g whitcHh cads Sor all humans.niwm%ﬁuve
a |l ot we dondt know ac

death with hospice

facing it, at |l east foc
the business end of a double barrel shotgun. Th
interior of the barrels may be dark, but you kno

Puman further complicates the act of ying. B!/ i darkness can propel out shaimess
u u Pl YNG- B4 ono6t know what it wi

definition, the Christian claim is that dying equate_ .
to the separation of the spirit or soul from the bodgpmg to hurt

That seemsadty straightforward until you begin With the darkness of death intntivad is, the

the dying aware of their family membey® nearb
Does it hurt? Do you see a light?

' ' - _ 7
It 0 K te h ![ 2 K b : b g u :j . Is L 'mb \évz funcertalnty attached with find that | have twb©
hal dabodvs o it 6 ! hel 'alternatives. | can reach into the darknes§ &nd b
S dly Pt os overwhel insanedueto unanswerabuesti ons.
Al ivingo without my fi

way | can avoid death. The valley of the shado

1



of death is too big; andwiththe sound ofthe trumpetof God. And tr
around it or pay my way out of it. thastobefaced ead i n Chri st wi || roi
Exclusively dwelling in the darkness will generaiwill eturn like an alarm clock to wake me up.
hopelessness, because deatan enemy to Christ promises to wake His peohle ipa 't 6 s
humang&an enemy so brutal, no human has beenconsistent theme. He did it to the little girl in Mal
capable of beating death. | can feel that inability 5 , and donot get me ¢
my bonesl know | ¢lencémmy bebeing, | wonodot al ways
fear. | feel like all the Israelites cowering at thget to celeaite over the dead corpse of Goliath
shadow of Goliath. The truth hutttetruth of just like the Israelites did when David held up th
it is death can squash you like a kid stomping odecapitated head of the giant.
a colony of ants. I feel deat hds weight,
terrifies me. But therebds even mor ¢
casket. My body is weak. Low hemoglobins an
But there is an alternative response. Yes, death platelets. | have surgical scars. Somgeahsny
unavoi dabl etadnittedly, slo@lyn lare dried up because of chemo. To use a biblic:

L that | can look beytimel casket. If facing death  word, my body ggrishable B u t it wo
is standing on the edge of a valley, | can look dovbe that way. There will be Andrew 2.0; reunite
into the hole or | can look off to the horizon. Slowb ody and spirit. Paul

and slowly my body will be separated from mputs on the imperishable, and the mortal puts o
spirit, and | will take up residence in a casket. Bimmaality, then shall come to pass the saying

as my eyeline lowarsl lowers and lowersinto t hat s written: 6Dea
the coffin, therebdbs a60O deat h, where iseybd
the distance. is your sting?606 Ther

saturated in fear because of the future, but ther
The only thing that 6 carealsothdayswhen words like victory tramsort
experience is that my existence, my being seeme from the valley of death to the victory day ¢
something beautiful out there. In a word, JesusJesus.
Historicalgpeaking, He is the only human to face
death and permanentlyl édm facing death rwow.
nl

I
y

kneeclicking Israelite coward standing on thel 6 m j ustl 6d | c cwartdi
sidelines away from Goliath, then Jesus is mmuch as facing death
Davidt seemingly incapable of taking down thisresurret i on row t oo. I t 6
giant, but He kills deatwaay. happen. Resurrection

confident about. And that future which lies past tf
You see, as much as the Bible does not have a lcasket is possible because of, in one word, Jesu
to say about what death will be like as long as our - Pastor Andrew Johnson
bodies remain away from our spirits, it does
deliver a great deal of clarity concerning the day
when reunification, or what we call resurrection,
occur s. Paul encouraged the Thessalonians:
the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a
cry of command, with the voice of an archangel,

2



T Bringing Christian 9questionsthough, we need to estaliiigh

; . guiding principles that will ensure we are thinkin
Discernment toF: What Christianly about_the issue, principles that wil

You Havenot B Gelriveadt Onlistdn answers.
and What You Need to

Understand

Principle 1:The Creator comes before the

. - . creature.
In vitro Fertiizatidm Februaryin a legal Principle 2:;The Creator tells us what is
response to the the acidental thawing, and good.

therefore death, of from@marembryos in an

Alabama IVF strorage facilityAl a b a ma é&norder to think Christianly, we must affirm thes
Supreme Coutled that human embryos could truths. They are nwggotiabledf we reject

be considered wunbor n ihdm wedelee €hristiam digernmént. a b a m
Wrongful Death of a MinorTAcd. sent media . : .
pundits and politicians into paroxysms of pani€inciple 1 tells usat the Creator gives life.
over the potential implications for IVF in Americgurther. it tells us that the Creator sternly wam
with many of them demonizinguthmg and agalnst the taklng of N[%lelcally human life

ardentlpr ai si fg ftee pii pre d F5ECEEFS §:6; Exodus 20ta3gthical .
questions we will return again and again to thi

How should we think about this? Is 1€ starting point as we consider § t t he (
it something Christians should sufpevith all work and Word before we begin pursuing ou
matters, it os essent idedirest hat we bring t ho

Christian discernment to bear. We will do that b

asking two basic, but essential questions: grinciple 2 tells us that the Creator catisdife

Further, He calls the -fiegh, procreative
1) What is it? potential between a husband andgowifés
2) Are there moral concerns? such, He considers fertijgod and the

_ _ _ ) receiving of children within magizg®
The rest of this article will provide answers to

these questions. Before wdive into our

1 Calling fertilityoocd 0 e s n 6 t me an t hradg g aar dceodu pal se tihse -lorgsiden 6 s
mandated to have as many children as possibleeffects for women from taking strong hormones tc
Spacing/limiting the number of children in marriagsuppress ovulation, the unspoken truth about hov
may be necessary in a fallen world, but this nevecontraceptives work (thinning the endometrium lining
makes fertilityot goodSadly, the good of fertility is  thereby potentially making it more difficult for a newl
grossly underappiated by our culture today that has conceived embryo to implant), the increaséty diffi
largely embraced a contraceptive mentality that has ledomen experience in getting pregnant after coming ¢
to a widespread ignorance of the good gift of fertility)gontraceptives, and on and on.

how it works, how it changes with age, and how i We must emphasize here that this does not imply i
should be honored. Further, without getting too famny way that children conceived outside marriage
afeld, any objective study of this contraceptivear enét good. They are.
mentality will reveal how it has led to an increasedmaye of God. What is not good is the conceiving o
objectification of women, the mental separation o€hildren outside the flash union of male/female
procreation from sex, surprise pregnancies that arenarriage. This acts against the good of the Creator wt
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In fact, the Creator specifically blesses-the onegto say nothing of the vast majority of embryos th
flesh union of male/female with the potential tdie or are discarded the processWomen
procreatdGen. 1:28)This blessing must be attempting I\dfe at elevated risks for Ovarian
appreciated. Firsthe Creatorintends the Hyper Stimulation syndrome, loss of fertility
blessing tobe received withimale/female ovarian torsion (twising of the ovary, which ma
marriage. Second, blessings are always given bgause it to die), stroke, kidney disease, prematu!
the Creatpnot claimed as a right by creatures. menopause, ovarian cysts, and death. One of tt
These insights will prove necessary as we bringommonly used hormongsrLo n, i snodt
Christian discernment into the question of IVF. by the FDA for fertility treatment and has 8
. Category X rating (i.e. there is a strong likelihoc
Whatis IVF? that if a woman gets pregnant while taking it, he

What, then, i8 vitro fertilizaftoFhe Latin words ~ baby will be harmdWf- pregnancies also carry
n vitome an i As sgch,a vigo. O significantly increased risks of atgestl
fertilizatids fertilization that takes plagéass diabetes,"Sor 4"degree lacerations at delivery,
i.e. in a petri dish (which, in réaliggbably uterine ruptur@nd more.

plastl_clz). Trtns ('js accomplished throu%h aChlIdren borl;[ throu h IVE have eIevated IISkS(
compl cat e process o Yeelt lmus ulosRelet M ou

€ggs ~an d co l'lecting syg?e"’}n d%fgrmlt?@& (etg}nbéylj? (%I o o'

combined im petri dishto produce human b
: . . : irth weightsThey lso have elevated risks of
embryos which will then either bantetpinto high blood pressure, insulin resistance, childhoc

t he wo manmplaeedinftozen stosage for . :
. ; ) cancer, leukeménd hepatic tumors.
potential future use oreptal donating to ’ P

science, discarding, or adéptirgher adults. Are there moral concerns with IVF?
Harvesting a womanos Teegitestivaéadey will haeesalready jibtice t
hor mones into a wo ma n $egeralbmomlycontems vath Vi but theree ar
ovaries to produce multiple eggs (as opposed tmore wemust acknowleglgAs we begin to

the typical one per moritb)mones to righe highlight these moral concerns, we return to whe
eggs, and hormones to prevenprémeature we began: The Creator comes before the creatul
release of these eggs. A hollow neeitilenis and the Creator tells us what is \¢eadb not
inserted through the abdominal wall to collect thend must not staith what the creature wants.
eggs. We must start with what the CreatofThays.

Creator gives ligmd calls ijoodand sternly
Although not typically acknowledged, thiswarns against the taking(ahit the embracing
procedurghe injection of powerful hormones and of procedures that unnessarily involve great risk
the entire IVF procesmyies significant risks for — and great loss of lif)therwe must remember
both women and the embryos that survive to birfihatlife begins at conception. In other words, &

has specifically and explicitly called the receiving diact, human. As such, we use the word that accurate
children within male/female magdage reflects reality. These embryos are tiny humans. The
3 Much of the world prefers the aloaralininstead are not donated; they are adopted.

of adoptingAdopting implies that the embryos are, in
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person becomes a pergsrconceptiory ou forced to daice their biological mother or father
became you at conception. Conception does ndt o fi’cblomust i their lives fearing they
produce a potential person; conception producesight marry an unknowrsitalhg?

a person with poten#e.such, every embryo : :
created through IVF is a human person that beaty/& Must acknowledge that regarding @ildren

Godds image and has G8 6i§8“$thagaafjugst hayes an, gdu nHiFana !
surrounding him. These tiny human persons arf'éntalitheé same one that undergirds the claim
our neighbors and we owe them protection an at adults have the right to eliminate unbort

life. They should not be treated as property or® hildren Crhistignmdrality Glls usw ¢
I y u broperty to ;cQnsidgrathe needs and wellbeing of the

neighboas equal tour owiflove your neighbor
Surely the thoughirafefinitelfreezing human as yourseR)IVF (ad surrogacy), é®not do
embryos must give us moral paubat will this.As diffcult as it may be to adsndtiving
happen to therithese are persons, not things. concern is the wants of the adults.

How can it be morally acceptable tdisimye
humans for future use or future dischktbng?

is this not treating persons like properdy?
surely we must acknowledge that God never sai

commoditiesorasdnwl t s6 ri ght s

Consider a few of the realities.alv#workers
screen human embryos, dubbing some
facceptabl ed a@néhosestme

adults have the right to children. kivevketige clinc acknowledged this:

the dgsire to have qhildren as a good des_ire and  \while we can make educated guesses abou
we grieve deeply with the husband and wife who 4 embryoos potent |
battle ifertility,butcan we not see that regarding experience of many embryologists grading
children as rights reduces their personhood in  millions of embryos, there are many cases 0
significant ways®hat person has the right to embryos with poor grades that make
have another person? pregnancies and perfect embryaothat.

And do we not hear samecouples echoing the Also, no matter the grading system, the
same logic in theinr A#r F’Q?ﬁ/? ggades dp not tell us,what is goipg P!
children? And do we not see how this mentality NSide the embryo genetitally.

drives the donor conception industry in whichhppreciate what was said. First, tiny humans ar
children are forced into situations in which theyeing gradetimagine having someone lime up
mustpretendhat two moms or two dads is N0 ¢jassroom ehildren and gratheir withiness
different than a dad and a mom, in which they arg, |iyéasednhissubjective assessment. Would

4Researchers estimate that over 1,000,000 tiny humafl remember reading a recent article on this in which
embryos are currently frozen in storage in America! chi | dés wmbati her fiYod kKemnd
5 Katie Schuermann offers a thoughtful andhave a donor .o | s this
compassionate response to couples who struggle withl highly recommend the work of Katy Faust, founde
infertility in her bodk Remembers the Barren of the chil dr e /e Bafored/h t s
6 We must also acknowledge that many women (www.thembeéws.com

seeking I VF arendét actudCiltyednniferi Al Eompuehdanei
years of being on contraception, they are nowWART O from The Center f
experiencing difficulty conceiving. Network.

5



http://www.thembeforeus.com/

you end the lives of the children deemedincrediblyisky proceduvdth an astronomically
suboptimak/hy do we permit it with TMEY high failure rat@Eight tmine out of ten human
are no less human and have no less worth thaembryos will not survive. Can Christians in goo
children who have been Harmact, they are conscience support tiisth we really consider
more vale r a b | e theySdywre grehterd t this a prife practicePhe large quantities of
protectichSecond, this has happened to millions hormones injected into womenficsgtly

of human embryos. Mievate ristfr mdgativel heafths outcamesuahdy
unconscionabkgainthese emyas are no less studies are increasingly shanengased risks
human and no less a person than children outsidef negative health outcomes for children
the womb. conceived through IVF.

After thefundesirabdehuman embryos are  There are more ethical conceinsthBcist

di scarded, some of t h &ibditoveimehder raises the paskyeques e |
for implanation and the rest, if not discarded, arghe ondlesh union, observing that in begetting a
placed into cold storage in case the first embryehild througheoneflesh union (as opposed to
(or embryos) dAodetterutht gWFypdréentse t o Dbi rt h.

of the matter is tloaly a fraction of the human _
embryotertilized through IMH actuly survive have not simply reproduced themselves, no
through implanatation until birth. Héis ghis are they merely a cause of which the child it
fractionBudies vary, but it seems to be between @ N € f f e c {gieing has deen -lifel o

10% and 20%ne researcher shared information giving; it is truly procreation.

from 20109np 20¥8routtol anngllion A&, b even if every embryo was implantec

embryos involved in IVF cycles, 84,000 made it tQailaender observes that ipstiietuates the
term £ the remaining 900,000 did not. By gchi | dren as rightso |

comparison, in the same year, the CDC reporte

629, 898 deser numbeanss .aré
staggeringlVF, aprocedure that is routinely
promoted s -ifedr dr ought

unequivocablyms for deathle may not like it,
but his is reality. As suatan discerning
Christiangontinue considering IVF alifpro

deat h
babies than abortion, a procedure which

When we remember again the number of
needy children who go unadgpésisely
becanse of theirmeedsj wingn we consider the
degree to which new reproductive
technologies haxa very short timlgegun

to teach our society to think about
reproduction as a right to which everyone is

practice? entitled, when we ponder the impBcatio
these technologies for our society's
understanding of children, we must ask
whether Christians should not call-athalt
least for themselves. We do not have a ston

that teaches us to think of children as our

But, some say, what if potential parents only
fertilize as many eggs as they are willing to
implant?This removes many of the moral
concerns with IVF, leaves several sigaifit

moral issues unok®d It still engages in an

WVsomeo f f er fAnatural cycle I VF, 0 which avoids the
doses of hormones,dpgears to have an eogar

success ratban stimulated IVF



entitl ement [Borknaingr pobsigperting thasenvého struggle with infertility
as we do that God has already provided the¥es.We have much to learn in this regard and
Child, we can free ourselves of the feverishmuch to changeutheran gstor Peter Brock,
need to have a child of our own, whatever thevrites,

cost. Perhaps the greatest service we can .

perform for our own children and for the world The c h_u reh 0s mercy f
into which they will be Botw live in such a means listening, suffering and groaning in

way that we remind ourselves and others that Prayer with them, interceding in prayer for
each child is indeed not our product, our them, and redirecting their focus to Christ or

project, or our possession, but a "blessing”  heé cross. Mercy does not mean

thathve gives again i nt éecogpending raﬁw#e'?‘db and possibly
dehumanizing list of solutions or distracting

As emphasized earlier, the value and worth of from their loss with pious platitudes.
individuals cagiged through IVF is not being _ _
questioned. Every human bears the image of Go°Me areé quick to move the conversation
As C.S. Lewis so memorably phrasefhi in adoption, batloption should not be offered as a

Weight of GlpiMert to the Blessed Sacrament fix for infertility. _Adoption is notfﬂhmﬁnegd

itself, your neighbour is the holiest Objectaqlults have (this would be treating <_:h||d_ren N
presented to your sensés A n dm is Gue U fiergnt than IVF treats them). Adoption is abo
neighbor. This is what makes IVF mora”yiling a need children have. It is not an adult
problematic; it doesnd& nftrlo'naé:tnt%ptraqaﬂfttgcq?%_ﬁvth .
unbormeighborHow could any procedure that Christians, it can be a _eautl ul lived ref egtlon (
results in more unborn deaths than abortion rugurad opti on i nto Godos

honor the unborn? Returning to Pastor B
; A - est,sgryes couples, sfruggling with infertility b

Meilaenderos ftingrds ar ér)edi&(\aﬁgirllgﬁhgirfotu%s?)t%egcross offJeges.
When we ponder the implications of thesein Jesus the suffering Qveewill find hope for
technologies for our society's understandinghe hurting. In Jestiee One who died and rose,
of children, we must ask whether Christiansve will find grace sufficient for eadh desus,
should not call a haltleast for themselves. the One who comes to us with forgiveness, life

and salvation through His Word and Sacrament:

Might this mean that some couples areunabletg «  \wvi 1| find ho pe that

have their owsiological childréh¥es. Might o . C
this be durdensome crabey must bear? Yes.  This is how we bring Chrisaerdiment to the
And might we, as a church, need to do a better jojuestion of IVFL Pastor Conner

11Many medical professionals are quick to recommen@hose interested can learn more Higue:/chc
IVF, but another option exigiestorative network.org/
Reproductive Medicindichseeks to understand 12 For those wishing to get better equipped to bring :
what underlying medical issues might be contributing ©hristian, piife undetanding into these sorts of
the difficulty in achieving nanecy. Many couples bioethical questions, | recommend The Charlotte Lozi
have achieved pregnancy through this medical cardnstitutehttps:/lozierinstitute)oemid Lutherans for

Life fittps://lutheransforlife)org/
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PLAN Fromthe Roof to the Rooms

I n Zionbébs December votersd meeting we api(f
progress and should be completed in the comiigahedikg new a/c units; ware 30+ years old). T
next step will be moving from the roof to the rooms as many of these have been extensively (¢
a tentative schedule for this process. Please note that the schedule is subject to change an
will be need. Further, your questions may be directed to Head Trustee, Nate Jensen, and
Chairman, Jeff Hargens.

Early May:

Early June:

MidJune:

July:
Needed:

Contact:

Thank you:

Storage pods wil/l be placed in Zio
emptying of rooms in preparatiastdestos removal which is set to begin on June
VBS ends.

Zion offices will be temporarily moved into an office on Main Street. Details are
and the location will be shared once the location jafnaliztdte call fofurdeers ta
help move.

Immediately following VBS (on June 8), we will foeeliedblelunteers to empty rq
in preparation for asbestos removal, drywall, paint, and carpet. Members are
sign up for an-oall volunteertjisvhich will be available in the fellowship hall. Tru
communicate with volunteers the specifics of the needs and the dates and timg

Asbestos removal will begin on the lower floor of the education wing and proce
soutwar d to the church offices and th

Drywall work will begin in the kitchen pantry and kitchen and then follow behir
removal. Painting and carpet will come last.

Sunday services bdlmoved to Historic Trinity beginning either June 16 or June
be finalized in the coming weeks). Members are encouraged either to worsk
Manilla at 5:00 p.m. on Saturdays or at Historic Trinity on Sundayscairigf@se
three to four Sundays.

Move Pastor Conner, DCE Kathryn, and Shannon back into their offices.
Totes to aid in organizing and storing books and supplies from the education w

Nate Jensen (Head Trustee) will beedngrthe project. Please direct your ques
him. In order to ensure an orderly process, we need to ensure he is involved i

Thank you for your patience, participation, and continued generosity through tf
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and thank him for all he has dbee. you

wi || experience Goda
anything we can understand. His peace wil
guard your hearts and minds as you live ir
Christ Jesus. Philippiafs4

Yet this seems so much easier said then done.

Do not confommthe pattern of this wodtibe

) ! Toxic thoughts, depression, abhwigty
transformed by the renewing of youi hand.

mental mess is frequently aggravated by a

you will be abl e to t e<shaoticworldandsustained by an inaélify tc

will 8 his good,pleasingnd perfect will. manage our thought

Romans 12:2 settle into this mental mess s i t 6 s
nor mal Therebds hope

Do you ever wake up with a case of the Mondays? g3 and the road to healthier thoughts and
You know that feeling on Monday morning where  peak happiness may actually be shorter than
you wake up and your first thoughts lead you to  you think-Dr. Caroline Leafleaning Up
want to linger in bed longer, not face the week  your Mental Me2921.

head on. And these first few thoughts of the day

then set your Mimy off on a trajectory of pr, Leaf in her most rece, ¥ g
downward spiral. You spill your coffee, you get hooks, Cleaning Up YouP HOW&:{,'
ticket on the way into work, you forgot about ipsenta/ Mesand How To |, TO HELP%.Q
deadline. Or maybe it (Hepp Your Child CleanmM® YOUR % et
: . ) - \
find your self dreading the start to another week.7zeir Mental Messhows B CHILD

the latest research i Ceeote
Oh how our thoughts ardtet health can lead  neuroscience and thoug S
us so quickly astray. But do you give much thougformationDr. Caroline Lea| or. caroune tear *
to your thoughts? To the things you dwell on ip g a ficorls®™e tio
your mind and ruminate on over and over. Do Wgathologist and

ever stop to realize that we become the things Wgeuroscientist whose pass
feast on? That what we think abaugnows?

Scriptwe is very clear that we are to chao

the brain, control
thinking,
Demolish arguments and every pretensionn eace. 0 She
that sets itself up against the knowledge ogooks but | would like
Godand we take captive every thought t0 recommend her two m
make it obedignt Christ2 Corinthians
10:3. with the same name.
Dondt wWo r r y insteddp pray

about everything. Tell God what you needieacles at various academ

9

is to help people sde tj
power of the mind to chan

and find ment !

DR, CAROLINE LEAF

.

recent books and podcast

agh¥ tcdirknflyd does extensive research anc

ic, medical, corporate



and neuroscience conferences, as well as iwi t h him to get better
religious institutions around the world. She idelp us do just that when it comes to our ment:
Christiarandher research is fascinating on the health.

fact that science is finally catchtoguyat God We are not

has always said 8eripture, that we are to our mental

capture every thought and guard are hearts anthess; we are ' ‘

mi nds in Christ Jesusnot W, i nk
most grows, because werolkemness.c V ergy
research is fascinating and these books help yotihe

learn to use the warning sigriroanxiety, Japanese

depression, physical feelings and symptoms, tart, Kintsugi,
reflect and think deeper about what we arels an ancient
thinking and telling our self. We do not need to bart of embracing the flaws and joining what i
held captive by our thoughts, instead we carbroken with gold in pottery. It is simply beautift
capture our thoughts. It takes work, but we arbut is something we can take to heart when |
made talo hard things. We can help ourselves canes to our mental health and our own

and yes even our children setjulate and imperfections. We all are broken, yet God is abl
manage our minds. to take the broken pieces and through his grace

mercy, and love make us beautiful. He takes u:
I, Kathryn, am not a scieniteled person but | broken vessels though we are and shines his lig

devoured these books and found them utterlghrough us. So whike ave imperfect we are a
fascinating. So, please do not be turned off by th@ork in progress and we run to God knowing h
thoughthat you need to be a neuroscientist or can and does gather these broken pieces of ot
super deep thinker to enjoy or use the techniqudsi f e6s and ment al me s ¢
she describes in this book. She was a therapistVe can reonceptualize our thoughts, capture
and, in her career, realized that too often we werliem and rewire our brains to gaiemesiif we
taking on our identity from our medical diagnoses,r e i ntenti onal and d
from the latseput on us for mental health. Butt o | ear n mor e a ke andt C
through her remeh, and even her app called other methods for cleaning up your mental mes
Neurocycle (it does cost money to subscribe), shegou are welcome to join the confirmandshApril 1C
has seen amazing success with people of all agefgr our discipling event.
lifestyles and backgrounds as they learn to take
hold of their thoughtsyire their brains and If you are struggling with mental mess pleast
overcome the hard stuff, the hurt, the pain, th&now you are not alone! Please reach out ftc
anxiety, depression, and so much more. Pastor, myself, your parents, trusted friends, LF
Counselors, or call 988 the lowa Crisis anc
If you have more questions about her work oBuicide hotline.
where you can find her, or would like to borrow her - DCE Kathryn Schneider
books from me please reach out. | 6d | ove toc
these great resources with you! Life is hard, but
we are made to do hard things. We can either get
bitter or we can give it to God and do the hard work
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Preschool PraisesNtarch

In the month of March we focused on the story of Easter and how Jesus dled
on the cross for all of us! They heard about how Jesus lived Ogus
healed the sick and performed miracles, and about his close frien( ,
disciples who lovdon and believed He was the son of God. Howe £ ”
everyone liked Jesus and they learned about how Jesus went to g\"\jg
to pray and soldiers were sent to arrest Jesus. We discussed th
Jesus died on and the crown of thorns that weoe piechdad. Lastl ‘

Lutheran Preschool

they heard about Jesus being put into the tomb but 3 days late
came back to the tomb the stone had been removed and it was Manning, Towd
learned that Easter is celebrated because of Jesus dying on tha
how he had risérom the dead and is still alive today! We retold the
different ways and even enjoyed a little scavenger hunt while reading parts of
the Easter story with clues to the next clue.

We had paretgacher conferences this month and were abétevithroer student's parents to discuss W
are doing in class and how their child is growing socially, emotionally, academically, and in faith
time to see how much the child takes home. They continue to grow in manyspagislantbveete he
when they are saying their prayers and singing their songs while at home.

As a class, we have read many books throughout the month and we really enjoyed sharing some
having guest readers come in! Studeniisvitedeto bring in their favorite books to share with the clg
our guest readers even brought a friend, their farm dog, for all the kids to enjoy!

Kelly from the Nature Center, made another visit this month and taught the kidkiat® i difftesniS
also brought in a real turtle that some held and others just watched. They finished the visit with a
always enjoy when Kelly stops to visit and are so thankful for all the fun learning experiencasen
while at Zion!

We ended our month with Dad's Day where the students were able to invite their dad's to spend t
with them. They sang them a couple songs they had been practicing and followed it with a craft g

We were agzed by the interest in Zion Preschool for next year and we are currently f2026rsbiec?
year but still taking registration packets to be put on the waitlist.

We want to send a big thank you to all Thrivent members that chibese Thrsgrd choice dollars to
Preschool. We are truly grateful for all your support.

11
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Thank you, Zion, f

enabling us to sha | N

Jesus with childre
and families!
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Zion NewsletéeApril 2024 Fellows

The Fellowship Club will meet on Monday, April 15 at
Continuing this yearoés #fAhis
Bi ble. o0 How did God get His
New Testament authors? How did we dle¢ fooiginal Hebrew g
Greek texts to Latin, Ger ma
bet ween #Atranslation, 0 fAver
questions will be explored.

Celebrating and Sharing Christ’s R(dfemmgl ave

The group enjoyed Tim Watthe
March meeting. We are blessed to be part of a dynamic com

An Orphan Grain Train clothing collection will begin on April 7 and continue through April 14.
clothing (new too; al |l samabe broughtto the fatlmvship hath & def
the Ida Grove warehouse will be scheduled shortly after the collection. The community is iny

clothing collection. Share this opportunity for winter to spring clothing ttarisdiomgut)aste. with y
friends and neighbors.

Dennis Backhaus served as Fellowship Club chairman for more than a decade. We will miss |
group continues to explore the future focus of this historic and impaontadeth&siyganization. We iny
your prayers and your input.

;ﬂ [ gpic Craise ﬁm’:‘i

B enests 10 Revelagig,

gune3-7 ['8:45-11:30 anl
§ Voluwteer Sign Up.in the }ellowship ol

> Register:
Y zionmanningvbs.myanswers. com/JungleJourney
i N A




Amigos en Cristo

News fromLa Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cri
Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Ch
April 2024 PastorPedro LopezDenison, low

Hello everyone! It is so nice to share with you the latest about your Hispanic Ministry in our belov
gearing up for the new sequences of ESL, Worship Services, Bible Studies, Praise and Prayer, i
of our Hispanic Minjisoutreach.

In the Carroll area, we are ready to start our ESL (English as a Second Language) on April 9. T
season and we hope to meet new friends and prospects for the ongoing Hispanic Ministry at St.
amazingmoe s i n this ministry, with new peopl e d
bilingual worship service on June 9. All congregations are welcome to come and join us. We thin
way to worship God and meet hglisiEand Spanish speakers in the Carroll area.

Gracia in Storm Lake continues to grow. Wel| In Denison, we are still looking for ways to ml
thankful to God as He brings new families || people to grow the minisBeveral of our Car
ministry. We have two new families participaj| members come to Denison to strengthen th
giving new life to this ministry. We thank thg| here. We are thankful for this act of love.

congregation for the ongoing support of their

ministry. Gracias! We continue to develop our contacts in Fort Do
—————| have two families that we keep in touch w
I n Hartl ey, under o] continue to encourage

leadership, our Bible study group is growing ai

of our bilingual members are participating arf| Atlantic, lowa, we are coming your way! We
becoming confirmed members of St. Paul. Ou ta_|k|ng to Congregation members there to el
ESL program will begin on April 4 in hopes of | | together the Hispanic fundraiser event
new prospects and meeting the spiritual and da| | RAGBRAI 2024 in July. Please pray for us as
of this areads Hi span|| together and make plans for this. This will be
—] | f O this event. It i
I n Hartl ey, under 0 working and building relationships todetheu.
leadership, our Bible study group is growing af | would like to volunteer, let me know.
of our bilingual members are participatingear
becoming confirmed members of St. Paul. Oul| We will keep you posted of new developme
ESL program will begin on April 4 in hopes of || blessings. Your prayers, time, and financial suj
new prospects and meeting the spiritual and da| | always welcome to enhance your Hispanic M
of this areads Hi span|| lowa District West.

Gracias arBlendiciones, Pastor Lopez

Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the Pre
Missionary at Large,
pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
5716067600
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Zion Ladies GulthrctSecretary Report

The regal meeting was held on Mara® Ii@nPastor Conner opened w
readings frolBphesiang. President Ehlers called the meeting to order
Name of the Triune Qahgue Pleddgroll call was answered with: Self ¢
out or cashier? 17 guests present.

Birthdays: Shannon Walters, Myra Luetje, Joelle Puck. Anniversary:
January and February. Thank you card frorrdPgsteadMite box passed and prayer Tdrijreasure
report handed out for those attending to read. Kitchen reported they received a Thrivent card to us
The Gruhn family gave the income from their Sunday to the Guildntarcleeaaddported. They need p
to cut quilt blocks as they continue to make quilts.

Old Business: ApriiSthe LWML Spring Rally in CatfioB®. Becki presented a list of items they areg
for people to donate for missions. 50z.sdottpa womenés fuzzy socks,
during the rally.

New Business:
The next meeting will be AftiThe meeting was adjourfidd.e Lor d6s Prayer af
Lunch was served by Cindy and Sue.

Secretary Gloria Ewoldt

ke

DATE:3/19/2024

The January meeting was cancelled due to bad weather. T
meeting was called to order in the name of the Triune Goc
Cathie Segebavith 5 members and Pastor Riggert present. TRI N ITY "
Riggert gave a Bible study on Esther, working our way thi LUTHERAN CHURCH
book. We discussed what Esther would lose if her plan did ~ MAN--AOWA
and what Jesus |l ost with Gc

)

NS

The SpringRally is &/ 2024 with registration at 9:00 g

Steve Schultz from Mission Central. He woli
and approved. We discussed a donatitiRadk/tor Hunger. They are partnering with Meals of Hop
be held April 3. Bonnie Lorenzen gave a CH

denied Jesus and saw his look of love and pain, and went bulesubvees us also and when we s
sins, we have the pain of repentance.

ANNOUNCEMENT®e Spring Rally is at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Schleswig on April 18, reg
a.m. and Rally at 9:30 a.m. Cochairs are Bonnie Lof@abdirksd The meeting closed with the Lord'
and the Table Prayer.

Susan Mahnke, Secretary
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Trinity News and Ndtégri024 _I\
A Wh a t oOTke casealicBrnwersation sgutdes our April update: TUIT%,EI,;R@I}IELL!,;&AX 'HE'“V

A Wh a t desusmas riserofrom the dead! The disciples on the way to Emmat35)Liglkeeriat] 13
the report of the women at the tomb was true. Jesus had risen from the dead and He was
TherisenJass fiwal ksd among us with His Word an

The family of Trinity is greeted by Jesus each Saturday evening in worship. Easter is more thal
weeks of fAalleluiasodo! Worshdlpasams ldt bde gp.nm.
the book of Acts will be the focus of our Easter season worship.

A What oONearele w? o

AiTherefore, [ f anyone i[s In Christ, he Is
Corinthians 1) esus 06 resurrection not only affec
members of our family, friends, and fellow members of the church. While Satan would drag
Christ brings us to new opportunities tauitaédises in the community and beyond. What new o
is God presenting for you? What new act of service might you share in the church or the com
invitation can to Trinity can you share with a family member, friend or neighbor?

A Wa t 6 sPargompage?and other preparations!

Thanks to generous donations and dedicated volunteer labor the parsonage updates are n
looks new! Many of the appliances are in need of replacements. Donations toward this L
projects are appreciated. Contact Jason Ferry for more information or Diane Vetter for
designations. An open house will take place in May.

Wh at 6 8iblerStudy? O
In addition to the Saturday afterneseryice Bible study, aspscalr i es A How Pr eg
will be offered on Wednesday mornings (beginning April 10) at 9:30 a.m. The special serie
God has prepared and preserved His Word for us. Friends and neighbors are welcome.

Wh at 6 $leameeamd 2arth
fiThen | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and first earth had passed av
away every tear from their eyes, and deat

April brings to remembrance the death oflBlasson (April 4). It also brings to remembrance
thanksgiving) the many blessings that God worked with Pastor Johnson and Tiffany at Trin
al ways continuing, the truth of erhadfiseuvsnde srse
comfort. All things will be new!

What 6s new? Pastoral ministry at Trinity?
We prayerfully await the seminary Adcall S
Pastor Conner, District President Bumer, t he pl acement director
gui dance of the Holy Spirit and await God
Conner, and Pastor Vogel to serve with you. What new blessings/daes@ma?ha
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PALM SUNDAY 2024

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Celebrating and Sharing Christ’s Redeeming Love
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WHAT DO OUR ZION FAMILIES %f\;\%\ THE

N\
HAVE TO SAY ABOUT " %\? ol
THIS CURRICULUM? = PROJECT

« “actually better participation from my crew than expected.”

« “his (Dr. Yuan's) personal witness is fascinating & compelling.”

« "our kids have been attending and thinking more deeply about our
discussions than | honestly thought they would.”

+ "we like the grammar lesson on Genesis 1:27 and how it specifically outlines
man and woman “in His image.” None of us had really recognized the
intentionality of how that is written. Good discussions here too. Easy layout
and easy to listen tol”

+ “A take away has been how important underlying philosophies are, and how
instrumental they are in cultural shifts (specifically here in the shift to sexuality
becoming equated with identity).”

Call D2y
-

Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne:
April24 @ 7:00 p.m.
Watch: ctsfw.edu/callday

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis:

&_/ April23 @ 7:00 p.m.

Watch: csl.edu/call-day




Confirmation Witness Night:
Wednesday, April 24 @ 6:30

Confirmation Sunday:
Sunday, April 28
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