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The Thing Around 
Which Everything Else 
Must Move 
 
It happens every 
December in Manning. 

The town places a 
sizeable Christmas tree in the middle of Main 
Street. Then for the next month traffic must move 
around the tree. For that month, the Christmas 
tree becomes the thing around which everything 
else must move.  
 

We all do something similar in our lives. All of us 
place something in the middle of our Main Street. 
All of us make something the thing around which 
everything else must move. Something is the thing 
that we establish as the unmovable thing. 
Something is the thing that we bend our schedules 
around and rearrange our calendars around and 
change our plans around. Something is our 
unmovable thing. We may not always be 
conscious of it, but our ignorance of our own 
choices doesnôt make it any less true.  
 

Do you know what youôve made your unmovable 
thing? Is it dance? Is it football? Is it volleyball? Is 
it music? Is it farming? Is it social gatherings or 
getaways? What is the thing in your life around 
which everything else must move?  
 

Now, ask yourself, What happens when it moves? 
Maybe that question isnôt clear enough. Go back 
over the list from the previous paragraph. All of 
them can be a very good part of a personôs or 
familyôs life. They can all be wonderful sources of 
joy and delight that Christians can rightly celebrate 
and enjoy. But is any one of them unmovable? Is 
any one of them permanent?  
 

If youôre a parent who has allowed dance or 
football or volleyball or music to become your 

familyôs unmovable thing, the thing around which 
everything else must move, then you will find 
yourself suddenly disoriented when your kids 
leave home and your unmovable center moves. If 
you have raised kids to believe sports or music is 
the unmovable thing, you have set them up for 
disappointment and surprise when they either 
outgrow the team or their bodies will no longer 
agree to dance or play without pain.  
 

If you have made farming or any career your 
unmovable thing, the thing around which 
everything else must move, you will experience 
depression and a great lostness when you see 
somebody else driving your tractor or sitting at 
your desk. If your unmovable thing has been 
social gatherings and exciting getaways, what will 
you be left with when these move, when your 
social group dissipates or your finances or health 
preclude getting away?     
 

Now, consider these words from the Lord Jesus: 
 

The gates of hell shall not prevail against [my 
church] (Matthew 16:18). 

 

In other words, Jesusô church wonôt move. It has 
His promise attached to it. Go back to all the things 
we have considered thus far. Do any of them have 
Godôs promise attached to them? Has God 
attached His promise of permanency, of 
unmovableness, to any of them? No. Not to a 
single one. Does that mean theyôre unworthy of 
our time and investment? Not at all! All of them can 
be wonderful endeavors for the Christian, but 
none of them should be treated as the thing 
around which everything else must move. Why? 
Because theyôre going to move!  
 

The book of Ecclesiastes does us a great favor in 
helping us understand this as the Preacher 
relentlessly marches us through life, considering 
one thing after another, and asking again and 
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again: Is this one permanent? What about this 
one? Is your job permanent? What about your 
hobbies? How about your health? And what about 
the people around you?  
 

The Preacher has a word for it all: Hevel. The 
English renders it vanity:  
 

Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 
vanity of vanities! All is vanity (Ecclesiastes 1:2). 

 

The straight-up meaning of the word is vapor or 
breath. Itôs like when you go outside on a crisp 
autumn morning and exhale. You watch your 
breath twirl and turn and then try to grab it and hold 
it. When you open your hand, what do you have? 
Nothing.  
 

And thatôs what the Preacher wants us to see: All 
these things that youôre trying to set up as your 
unmovable thing are themselves movable. 
Theyôre all hevel. Theyôre all vapor or breath. So 
donôt make them the thing around which 
everything else must move. Itôs like making a 
houseboat with no anchor your permanent 
address. You probably wonôt get your mail.   
 

What you need is something that has the promise 
of permanency attached to it, and the only thing 
under the sun which has that sort of promise 
attached to it is Christôs church and the Word God 
has given to His Church. That does not mean that 
the other sources of pleasure and purpose in life 
are worthless. Even the Preacher of Ecclesiastes 
knows this and therefore repeatedly says, ñThere 
is nothing better than that a man should rejoice in 
his workéò (Ecclesiastes 3:22). 
 

But in that rejoicing you must practice (and teach 
to your children) a sober wisdom that 
acknowledges the vaporous nature of that work 
and pleasure. To treat vapor as if itôs permanent, 
to give your life to vapor, is the ultimate in the 

meaninglessness of which the Preacher in 
Ecclesiastes warns.  
 
If we are to practice wisdom and align our lives 
with reality, with the reality of what truly is 
permanent (Christôs Church and His Word) and 
what is not (the toils and pleasures under the sun 
detailed by the Preacher in Ecclesiastes), then 
there are certain things we must do.  
 

We must tell ourselves and our families that 
Christôs Church is the thing around which 
everything else must move. This will require us to 
acknowledge that Sunday always follows 
Saturday (or for Trinity members: Saturday 
evening always follows Saturday morning). In 
other words, our plans must be made with worship 
in view. If we stay out late on Saturday night, then 
we attend worship tired, but Christôs church is the 
thing around which everything else must move. 
And Zion and Trinity members are blessed with 
the options of attending at Trinity or Zion!  
 

Further, the Word that God has given to His 
church, as Scripture announces, is the Word that 
endures forever: ñéThe word of our God will stand 
foreverò (Isaiah 40:8). Shouldnôt we invest our 
lives in the thing that endures forever? And 
shouldnôt we teach our kids and grandkids to do 
so? And shouldnôt we pour our resources into the 
mission to share and teach this enduring Word 
and to strengthen this unmoving church?  
 

There are many wonderful activities, hobbies, 
pleasures, and endeavors in this life, but none of 
them is worthy of being the thing around which 
everything else must move. None of them has 
Godôs promise of permanency attached. But 
Christôs Church and His Word do. Make these the 
thing around which everything else must move 
and experience the everlasting joy that 
accompanies them.  Ł Pastor Conner  
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Letôs Get the Facts Straight: 
Iowa is trying to protect babies in the womb through its ñheartbeat law.ò Sadly, many media outlets and politicians are 
spreading lies and inciting fear to turn the hearts and minds of Iowans against protecting the unborn. The fact sheet 
below (produced by Lutheran Family Service to be shared at pregnancy resource centers in Iowa) gets the facts 
straight. For the sake of the unborn, itôs crucial that you know the truth and share it. Should you desire to see the Iowa 
Code where it details the specifics of this law, I (Pastor Conner) will share it with you.   
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Spiritual Warfare 
 
In the LCMS 3-year 
lectionary, almost every week 
in September had one reading 

that talked about spiritual 
warfare. 

 
 

Ephesians 6:10-20 - Week 1 
Mark 9:14-29 - Week 3 
James 3:13-4:10 - Week 4 
 
The ýrst step is identifying the enemy. In 
Ephesians 6:10-20, Paul describes this for us. 
ñFor we do not wrestle against þesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places.ò 
 
Though we may believe that our struggles from 
day to day come from other people, Paul 
describes the enemy being separate from other 
people which he calls ñþesh and blood.ò The 
enemy is such things as ñcosmic powersò and 
ñspiritual forces of evil.ò These entities are real and 
they have certain power. 
 
These cosmic powers and spiritual forces of evil 
would include Satan along with other fallen angels 
whom we call demons. Along with these forces, 
we ýght against our own sinful nature, death, and 
the world. 
 
It truly does seem as if we are ýghting an uphill 
battle at times. 
 
The next step is to understand the extent of such 
power. In Mark 9, the evangelist brings us an 
account of a boy with an unclean spirit. These 

unclean spirits have a certain inþuence on a 
person as well. 
 
Similarly, when you may live a certain way, the 
Scripture in James seems to suggest that you 
invite these evil forces into your own lives. James 
writes, ñ...if you have bitter jealousy and selýsh 
ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false 
to the truth. This is not the wisdom that comes 
down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, 
demonic. For where jealousy and selýsh ambition 
exist, there will be disorder and every vile 
practice.ò (Jm. 3:14-16) 
 
So we should be on guard with how we live so that 
we do not fall into every scheme and temptation of 
the devil and open our lives to the inþuences of 
such powers. 
 
However, by Godôs grace, we are not powerless to 
stand against such spiritual forces of evil. Instead, 
we are given great strength and protection from 
the cosmic powers by the Lord Almighty. 
 
What is this strength that the Lord gives? Paul 
notes this strength is the armor of God. The armor 
of God consists of truth, righteousness, the ýrm 
footing of the Gospel of peace, faith, salvation, the 
Spirit which is the Word of God. Paul suggests 
likewise that we pray at all times in the Spirit. In so 
doing, it is dicult for us to open our lives up to 
the inþuence of such unclean spirits. 
 
Similarly, Mark writes that Jesus commanded the 
unclean spirit to come out of the boy in Mark 9. 
The unclean spirit tried to resist, but could not help 
but obey the words of the Word who was with God 
in the beginning at Creation through whom all 
things were made in heaven and on earth. Though 
demonic forces may run amuck in certain places, 
the lives of those who have had the name of God 
placed on them -ñIn the Name of the Father, Son, 
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and Holy Spiritò- at Baptism have certainty that no 
unclean spirit may ýll them because they have 
already been ýlled with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Likewise, the Lord Jesus Christ has conquered 
every spiritual force of evil in every place. No 
cosmic power can compare to His unyielding 
power. In John 10, Jesus says, ñMy sheep hear 
My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. I 
give them eternal life, and they will never perish, 
and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My 
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than 
all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the 
Fatherôs hand. I and the Father are one.ò 
 
So, you are kept safe in the hand of the Lord, yet 
you will also endure many trials and temptations 
and even persecution for your faith in the Lord of 
life for the world of darkness hates the light. Our 
Lord was perfect and He was cruciýed. Our Savior 
had done nothing wrong and He was handed over 
to be killed. So, we count it as all joy to join in the 
displeasure of every cosmic power and spiritual 
force of evil, for we are more than conquerors 
because Christ has already defeated sin, death, 
and the power of the devil by His own death on the 
cross. 
 
The power of our Lord, Jesus Christ, over every 
demonic force or cosmic power of evil is such a 
lopsided battle that there is no doubt that He will 
win. 
 
Being Baptized and safe in the protection of our 
Lord, we now respond in faith and live and dear 
children to our Heavenly Father. 
 
James notes that the way we live is according to 
wisdom which is ñýrst pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 
fruits, impartial and sincere.ò(Jm 3:17) 

Similarly, we cannot let ourselves be drawn away 
from faith by any spiritual force. 
 
Instead, John wrote a letter and said, ñBeloved, do 
not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, for many false 
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you 
know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus Christ has come in the þesh is from 
God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus 
is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, 
which you heard was coming and now is in the 
world already. 
 
Little children, you are from God and have 
overcome them, for He who is in you is greater 
than he who is in the world. They are from the 
world; therefore they speak from the world, and 
the world listens to them. We are from God. 
Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not 
from God does not listen to us. By this we know 
the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.ò (1 Jn. 4:1-
5) -Pastor Staehr 
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Let Me Count the Ways 
 

1 Samuel 7:12 ñThen Samuel took a stone and et 

it up between Mizpah and Shen and called its 

name Ebenezer; for he said, ñTill now the LORD 

has helped us.ò 

 

One (of many) of my favorite hymns is Come Thou 

Fount. The words in each verse hold so much 

meaning but the word Ebenezer always catches 

my attention as itôs not a normal word in our every 

day vernacular. And frankly sometimes it brings to 

mind the greedy old codger from A Christmas 

Carol (admit it you think of him too). Yet, in the 

Bible Ebenezer is the name Samuel gives to the 

stack of stones they erect as a reminder for the 

Israelites that, ñTill now the LORD has helped us.ò 

It was to be a reminder to Godôs people every time 

they passed by of Godôs provision and faithfulness 

to them.  

 

While we might now have literal Ebenezers in our 

own homes or along our own roads I often try to 

keep my eyes peeled on hikes for stacked stones. 

They tell me someone took the time to stack them 

but also, I use them as reminders to count my 

blessings. To look back over my life remembering 

all the ways God has provided, God was 

steadfast, God was good, God was faithful to me. 

This habit has only grown more and more over the 

years and my oh my, how it has come in handy in 

my darkest nights of the soul.  

 

How often do you stop to count your blessings? 

Thanksgiving is coming in a few short months and 

is typically a time we all stop to collectively count 

our blessings. But this spiritual habit of gratitude is 

not just to be done once a year, or once a month. 

We should place Ebenezers in our own lives to 

remind us to reflect and count all the ways God is 

faithful. Maybe itôs a gratitude journal before bed 

where we reflect on three things we are thankful 

for. Or maybe upon awaking before we even let 

our feet hit the ground, we find three things to be 

thankful to God for. Starting these simple habits 

will greatly transform your life and help you to spy 

all the ways God is lavishing blessings upon 

blessing on you and your family each day.  

Consider starting your own Ebenezer collection. 

No, not huge stacking stones like in the picture. 

But maybe you start collecting small rocks and 

with a sharpie write a blessing on the stone to add 

to a glass mason jar on your counter. Every time 

you think of a blessing you can add it to the jar, as 

the jar fills up the jar itself will become an 

Ebenezer in your life each time you see it, as it will 

remind you of all the ways, ñtill now the Lord has 

helped us.ò  

 

Or, snag a post it note and place this bible 

passage on ité  
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Psalm 103:2-5 

ñBless the Lord, O my soul, 

    and forget not all his benefits, 
 who forgives all your iniquity, 

    who heals all your diseases, 

who redeems your life from the pit, 

    who crowns you with steadfast love and 

mercy, 

who satisfies you with good 

    so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.ò  

 

Stick this note on your bathroom mirror, your carôs 

steering wheel, or above your kitchen sink. When 

you stop to read it take a moment to count all your 

blessings and recall all the ways God has been 

good and merciful to you.  

 

I promise you the more you practice this the easier 

it will be. I also promise that having your own list 

of ñEbenezersò will bless your life and others. You 

will be able to more easily share with others where 

you have seen God at work in your life and you will 

be able to recall all the ways He is faithful in those 

darkest hours when we might just need that 

reminder the most.  

 

Iôve been working on this habit for a long time now, 

and have been blessed to have a family that also 

reminds each other of all the times God has been 

faithful. Over the years we have told each other all 

the ways we have prayed and how God has 

answered those prayers. Particularly during 

sicknesses or hard times in our family.  

 

When was the last time you recalled your own 

Ebenezers in your life? When was a time you 

particularly needed did you need to remind 

yourself or have others remind you?  

 

One of those times for me was only a few short 

years ago. Henry was just one year old, I was in 

my first trimester pregnant with Leonard, and John 

had contracted pneumonia and dropped a lung. 

He was in the hospital and it was in the height of 

covid. So, I wasnôt allowed to be with him. And he 

had just had his 2nd surgery to place a new bigger 

chest tube in his lung to hopefully reinflate it. I was 

allowed to see him before surgery but was not 

allowed up to the room afterwards. I recall being 

alone in that Methodist Hospital chapel on my 

knees literally crying out to God to heal him. And 

in that moment when I felt alone and terrified that 

I would be a young widow and have to deliver this 

new baby alone I cried out to the Lord. Saying here 

are all the ways you have healed me, you have 

saved me, you have shown up in my life, I went 

through the long list of Ebenezer stones in my life. 

One by one, as if to remind God look remember 

you are faithful. But really it was to remind myself 

hereôs how He has showed up in the past He has 

not left you. And so, I begged God to add this as 

one more stone. To show up again and that even 

if He didnôt, that He would still be faithful. I prayed 

that despite the covid protocols I would 

miraculously be allowed up to his room so I could 

be with him.  

 

My prayers were answered how I had hoped and 

I was snuck up to his room by his nurse. John was, 

obviously, healed. But I learned just how important 

having those stacking stones readily available 

were to me, to my prayers, to my own reassurance 

in that dark hospital chapel that even though I felt 
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alone, I was not. That God was with me, that God 

was faithful, that regardless of how He answered 

my prayers He was still good, loving and merciful.  

 

So, as we enter this thankful time of year what 

ways can we each challenge ourselves to grow in 

the habit of gratitude. What Ebenezers can we 

raise in our own lives so that when we pass by 

them, we can be reminded that, óTill now the Lord 

has helped us.ò Maybe itôs actual stones in a jar, 

or journaled down, or post it notes. I want to 

encourage you to sit down and purposefully think 

of all the ways He has been faithful. As you do it I 

encourage you to listen to the hymn ñCome thou 

Fount of Every Blessing,ò Ellie Hollicombôs ñDonôt 

Forget His Loveò and Kip Foxôs (a LCMS 

songwriters) ñLet Me Count the Ways.ò And do not 

simply keep these stones to yourself. Set them up 

so that you can tell others about how good God is, 

how He has blessed you, how He is faithful. 

Because, joy and blessings shared only multiples 

the blessings more, and encourages others in 

their faith. And because, that Ebenezer wasnôt just 

for the Israelites who saw the blessings happen in 

real time, it was for them to remember and teach 

their children and all who would see the stones 

what those stones were. They were a physical 

reminder of all of the ways God has been faithful. 

So my challenge to you is to take a few moments 

to stop and count all of the ways our God is faithful! 

 

Here are the lyrics to Let Me Count The Ways to 

get you started reflecting over your own life and all 

the ways God has lavished blessings upon you 

and your family.  Ł DCE Kathryn  

 

 

 

 

Let Me Count the Ways Ł Song by Kip Fox 

How many times, Lord, have I been cared for 

Every step Youôve been with me 

So many moments I have been broken 

Only to find you could fix me 

Let me count the ways 

Let me count the days that You have been 

faithful 

Let me count the ways 

Let me count the days the You have been faithful 

All of my shortfalls, all of my bad calls 

All of my wrongs met with mercy 

I donôt deserve it, but You say Iôm worth it 

Again and again You forgive me 

Let me count the ways 

Let me count the day 

Let me count the ways that You have been 

faithful 

There is no end to the times You will rescue 

One of Your own from despair 

And, Lord, I know this, ócause I am a witness 

To all of the times Youôve been there 

Let me count the ways 

Let me count the days that You have been 

faithful 

Let me count the ways 

Let me count the days that You have been 

faithful 

 
 
 

 
 



9 

 

Christôs Unmissable 
Triumphal Coming and 
The Call to Encourage 
One Another with This 

Certainty 
 
 
Thessalonica, Greece (circa 50 A.D.): After 
spending, at most, a few short months with the 
fledgling church they had founded, Paul and Silas 
had to flee for their lives when a rabble of hostile 
Jews stirred up a rowdy mob in the Roman city by 
claiming,  
 

These men who have turned the world upside 
down have come hereé [and] are all acting 
against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there 
is another king, Jesus (Acts 17:6-7). 

 

This amounted to political treason. It incited the 
authorities against Paul and Silas and it left them 
with no choice but to leave in haste to save their 
lives. Paul was devastated because he deeply 
loved the new believers in Thessalonica and 
because he was unable to finish catechizing them 
in the faith. He had begun to instruct them on the 
Day of the Lord and the resurrection of the dead, 
but had to leave off in order to save his life. This 
incomplete teaching left many of the new converts 
believing the return of Jesus was imminent.  
 

As time passed and the Lord lingered in His return, 
some in their company began to die (possibly 
martyred) and this produced a distressing 
question in their souls: Will our dead loved ones 
miss the return of Jesus and the resurrection of 
the dead? Paul answers that question in his first 

                                           
1 The Greek word here is agnoeo. We get the English 
word agnostic from it. It means lacking knowledge, 
even ignorant. Someone who claims to be an agnostic 
is claiming to be ignorant regarding the existence of 

letter to the Thessalonians. His words, recorded in 
4:13-18, are shared the world over at the 
gravesides of Christians who have died still 
looking for that coming Day.  
 

Paul writes,  
 

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed,1 
brothers, about those who are asleep, that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 
14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For 
this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, 
that we who are alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord, will not precede those who 
have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, 
who are left, will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 
and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 

Therefore encourage one another with these 
words (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 

 

In a nutshell, Paul says, Nobody is going to miss 
the Lordôs coming, not even those who have died! 
Paul begins sharing how he doesnôt want them 
living in uncertainty over the future of those who 
are asleep. Asleep is Paulôs euphemism for death, 
and a beautiful euphemism it is, because those 
who sleep get up. And thatôs the certainty Paul 
wants for the Thessalonians and for us, which he 
will go on to proclaim. Those whose bodies are 
sleeping in death and souls are resting in Christ Ł 

God. Paul is writing to the Thessalonians so that they 
and we will not be agnostic about the fate of those who 
have died in the Lord. He doesnôt want us to be 
ignorant, but confident in the promises of God.  

Image from 
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those who have confessed Christ who have died 
Ł will get up in the resurrection.  
 

Our confidence in this coming reality, as Paul 
emphasizes, is founded squarely on the historical 
reality of Christôs resurrection from the dead. This 
is an important point to appreciate. Our future 
certainty is built on past reality. Our faith in what 
God is going to do in raising the dead is 
established on our knowledge of what God has 
done in raising Jesus from the dead.  
 

As for our loved ones who have died before the 
Day of Christôs return, we need not worry. Not only 
will they not miss His triumphal coming, but theyôre 
going to be a part of it! Paul says, ñGod will bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep.ò What 
marvelous comfort! Christôs coming will not be 
limited to Christ alone, but will include the souls of 
those who have died with the confession of Christ 
in their hearts and on their lips.   
 

Paul then goes on to glory in the unmissable 
nature of this remarkable event. Thereôs a cry of 
command, the voice of the archangel, and the 
sound of the trumpet of God. Some groups 
mistakenly try to claim that Paul is describing a 
secret, invisible return of Christ to rapture all 
Christians out of the world and to leave behind all 
unbelievers to face Armageddon. Without getting 
sidetracked by this false teaching, we will simply 
observe that nothing about this return of Jesus is 
invisible or secret. Not only is He bringing the 
redeemed who have died with Him, but Heôs going 
out of His way to make a lot of noise about it! 
Paulôs point is that Christôs return is unmissable.  
 

                                           
2 As alluded to earlier, some groups suggest Paul is 
describing a secret rapture here. They get the word 
rapture for this section of the text. The English renders 
it ñcaught up,ò which is the verb rapio in Latin that 

Those who have died with the hope of Christ in 
their hearts will return with Jesus, and those of us 
who are left alive with the hope of Christ in our 
hearts will be caught up into His triumphal coming. 
Paul says that we who remain alive will be ñcaught 
up together with [the believers who died who have 
returned with Christ] in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the airéò2  
 

A bit of background here will help pull out the joy 
baked into Paulôs words. When Paul says that we 
will be ñcaught upò with the believers returning with 
Jesus, heôs not saying that Jesus will gather us up 
and take us off to Heaven. The language about 
being caught up to meet the Lord in the air 
communicates the idea of being welcomed into 
the returning victorôs triumphal return. In Roman 
culture it was often used to describe the triumphal 
return of a military officer that was marked by a 
parade and a joyful welcome. Here, it describes 
Christôs triumphal coming and our inclusion in it as 
He returns to purify the earth, make it new, and 
reign on it with us forever. Our joining Christ in the 
air is not so that we can fly away with Him; itôs so 
that we can accompany Him as He comes to rule 
the earth.  
 

So, not only are our loved ones who have died in 
the faith not going to miss Christôs return, theyôre 
going to be a part of it. And so are we! We and 
they are going to participate in Christôs triumphal 
coming even as we share in His eternal reign on 
this renewed earth. That is a strong promise. 
Thatôs why Paul says, ñTherefore encourage one 
another with these words.ò Ł Pastor Conner  
 
 

becomes rapture in English. As emphasized earlier, 
nothing about this word or text is communicating 
anything secretive. This is the visible and audible 
second coming of Jesus!    
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Resources:  
 
The Biggest Story ABC, The Biggest Story,  

&The Biggest Story Bible Storybook   

by Kevin DeYoung, Illustrated by Don Clark 
 

If you are always on the hunt to get good, beautiful stories into your home or simply in front of your babiesô and 

grandbabiesô eyes, have I got some stunning books for you! Kevin DeYoung wrote these three stories as a retelling 

in his own words the story of the Bible and of Jesusô life death and resurrection. Don Clark in vivid, stunning colors 

illustrates these three stories that capture the imaginations of young and old alike.  
 

The Biggest Story ABC book helps our littlest ones learn the alphabet and also the Bible at the same time: A In the 

beginning, God created Adam and Eve. B Everything was Beautiful in Godôs good world, etc. A little board book that 

would be perfect as a baptismal gift, Christmas stocking stuffer, or just to add to your night time reading rotation.  
 

The Biggest Story: How the Snake Crusher Brings Us Back to the Garden, is a more in-depth retelling of the Bible 

narrative. Also, in gorgeous vivid illustrations and easy and fun to read narration. The author notes,  

 

The Bible is a big story made up of lots of smaller stories. Many children (and not a few adults) learn to see the 

Bible as nothing but a nice collection of all these smaller stories. Here a story about Abraham. There a story about 

Daniel. And in there somewhere are familiar stories about Christmas and Easter. Our kids can become acquainted 

with many Bible stories without every grasping the Biggest Story that makes sense of all the othersé Most of the 

book is a straightforwardðand hopefully a playful and elegantðretelling of the biblical plotlineé But lurking in the 

background are a couple big themes you donôt want to overlook. First, Iôve tried to emphasize how Jesus is not only 

the Savior for our sins, but also the fulfillment of a long line of prophecies, patterns and predictionsé I also reference 

Jesus as the fulfillment of Israelôs worship. He is a new law, a new temple, and a new and final sacrifice for His 

people. Most significantly I speak of Jesus throughout the book as the new Adam. Second, youôll notice the theme 

of ñgardenò looms large. Itôs not a coincidence that the biblical story starts in a garden (Genesis 1) and ends in a 

garden (Revelation 22)é (The Biggest Story, pg. 128 & 129).  

 

I truly devoured this little book rather quickly and loved the imagery, art work, and the weaving together of all the 

stories in the Bible to Jesus and how we need forgiveness and redemption that can only be found in Christ Jesus.  
 

Lastly, The Biggest Story Bible Storybook. This retells many of the stories in the Bible in gorgeous narrative and 

illustration. It would be great for young and old alike to add into their devotional reading time. The stories are short 

and end with a prayer you can pray together and the book is more along the size we would expect of a Bible. It is not 

the Bible though! So, you wonôt want to use this to replace your time in the Word. But as a supplement or fun way to 

read to your kids or grandkids before bed. I truly think all ages would love these books as they learn more about Bible, 

Jesus and the beauty of the Biggest Story! Enjoy! Ł DCE Kathryn  
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Preschool Praises for September 
 
We have enjoyed the beginning of the school year getting to know one 
another and making new friends! We have been learning about and 
practicing making GREEN (good) choices, and following rules and routines. 

 
We enjoy our Wednesdays learning about God, Jesus, and the stories in the Bible. This past month we have started 
to hear about how God created EVERYTHING with his word because his word is POWERFUL! We are very impressed 
with how quickly all the students are learning the songs Miss Kathryn has been teaching us along with our snack 
prayer and morning prayer. 
 
Throughout the month, the children have been bringing in their All About Me bags to share with the class so we can 
get to know each other better. They enjoyed sharing theirs and seeing their friends.  
 
We are excited for the month ahead. We will be enjoying our Mom's Day along with a visit from the Manning Fire 
Department during Fire Prevention Week. On October 20th, we will have our annual pancake breakfast fundraiser. 
Church Service starts at 8 AM. Come to listen to our preschoolers sing their songs they have been practicing and 
stay for the pancakes following!  
 
Thank you to all those that 
donated snack items, supplies 
from our Amazon wish list, and 
donating to our bake sale! 
Your donations continue to 
help make Zion Lutheran 
Preschool a success.  
 
Miss Amy & Miss Melanie 
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Your support 
allows us to share 
the love of Jesus 
with every single 
one of these 
children and their 
families. Thank 
you!  



14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Priscilla Guild Update:  
Trinity Manilla DATE: 9/17/2024.  
 
There was discussion of the love offering for the Fall Rally. After discussion 
Gloria Boeck moved and Susan Mahnke seconded to give $50.00 this year. 
Cathie Segebart reported on the Zone Board meeting. We served for Art 
Joensô funeral. The Juice catered the food, but the ladies served.  
 

Cathie shared LifeDate, the Orphan Grain Train newsletter, and we received a letter from LAMP, which was tabled 
until our December giving. We are still collecting pill bottles, glasses, glasses cases, stamps, personal hygiene items, 
new underwear, etc. Election of officers is due. Pastor appreciation day is October 13. The Staley's chicken supper 
is October 4. We discussed the work schedule and times. We will meet at 2:30 PM on October 4 to get ready to serve. 
Cathie Segebart has a map from last year to help set up tables. October 5 is the LWML recognition service. We will 
sit together, wear purple if possible, and have a noisy offering. We will need some ladies to help with that.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

¶ October 3 is the chicken supper prep at 1:00.  

¶ October 4 is the chicken supper; be here at 2:30.  

¶ October 5 is the LWML recognition service with a noisy offering.  

¶ October 12 is Pastor Appreciation with a charcuterie potluck after church, snacks.  

¶ October 15 Priscilla Guild meeting at 2:30. Judy Lingle and LeeAnn Musfeldt are Co-Chairpersons for October 
and hostesses.  

 

-Susan Mahnke, Secretary 
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Zion NewsletterðOctober 2024 Fellowship 
 

Fruit of the Spirit and Fruit-bearing Mission 
 

The Fellowship Club will meet Monday, October 14, at 1:30 p.m.  This monthôs Bible 
study on the Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) will focus on the fruit of 
FAITHFULNESS.  The Fellowship Club welcomes guests and friends! 

 
Through the years the Fellowship Club has been a mission partner.  This month (and in up-coming) months, 
information on various mission projects will be highlighted.  This monthôs focus is LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES.  
For many years the Fellowship Club was a ñmenôs clubò and affiliated with The Lutheran Laymenôs League. The 
League was the sponsor of ñThe Lutheran Hourò radio ministry and ñThis is the Lifeò television series. The 
organization is now known as Lutheran Hour Ministries.  The focus on using media to share the Gospel continues.  
The ñLutheran Hourò radio ministry reaches many regions of the world in a multitude of languages.  In addition 
various other media share the Gospel message. The Lutheran Hour float in the annual Rose Bowl parade is a unique 
Christian witness.  Lutheran Hour Ministries makes family ministry resources and various Bible studies available on 
line and in print.  Visit lhm.org for more information. 
 
Looking for an additional worship opportunity on Sunday?  The ñLutheran Hourò is broadcast in our region on the 
following stations: KJAN (1220 AM-Atlantic) at 9:30 a.m.; KJAN (101.1 FM-Audubon at 9:30 a.m.; KDSN (107.1 FM-
Denison) at 6:30 a.m.; KDSN (1530 AM-Denison) at 10:30 a.m.; WHO (1040 AM-Des Moines) at 7:30 a.m.; KOIL 
(1290-Omaha) at 7:05 a.m.).    
 
Join the Fellowship Club on October 14 to learn more about this mission and others. Be fruitfully FAITHFUL even 
as our God is FAITHFUL.   
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Amigos en Cristo 
     News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cristo:  

Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church  
 Pastor Pedro Lopez, Denison, Iowa  October 2024 

 
Hello! It is so nice to communicate with you 
by means of this letter and let you know the 
latest about our coming sequences of ESL, 
Worship Services, Bible Studies, Praise 
and Prayer, in the different areas of our 
Hispanic Ministry outreach that continue to 
be a blessing to the hosting congregations, 
the students, the teachers and volunteers. 
Here is a recap of your Hispanic Ministry in 
our IDW.  
 
As we prepare for the ESL classes in the 
Hartley and Carroll areas, we know we will 
meet new friends and new prospects for 
the ministry here in IDW. We have things 
in place, but before that, let me share with 
you information about the events that took 
place in these last days.  
 

Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the President  
Missionary at Large, 
pedro@iowadistrictwest.org,  
571-606-7600 

We are pleased to share 
that we have been 
working with our 
brothers and sisters in 
Carroll to be more visible 
in our communities by 
participating in the cityôs 
events and making our 
ministry known to others. 
We plan to participate in 
their band parade. 
 

At our sites in Denison, Storm Lake, Carroll and Hartley, ministry 
continues to happen and we continue to meet the spiritual and 
material needs of our members. We are now teaching our members 
the doctrine of the Holy Trinity using the Athanasian Creed as our 
base, a very interesting topic for our members and future members 
taking the classes with us.  
 

In Hartley, we are working with a young 
lady to be accepted into the 
membership of St. Paulôs church. She 
is exited to re-affirm her baptism vows.  
 

We also had the privilege of being part 
of a community event in the city of 
Early, where the Cuban community 
celebrated the last days of Summer. 
We were asked to participate, we sold 
tacos, met new people, shared about 
our church and closed the event with a 
praise and worship service. It was a 
blessing to share Godôs Word. 
Members from the different Hispanic 
churches of our ministry from within our 
District also attended.  
 

We are all set up for our ESL classes 
starting on September 30 in Hartley 
and on October 4 in Carroll. Please 
pray for us as we get ready to share 
Godôs love through Jesus with the 
many people God will send us. Please 
continues to pray and support your 
Hispanic Ministry.  
 
Gracias y bendiciones, Pastor Lopez 
 

mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
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Godôs passion has become mine: ñOpen your eyes and 
look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.ò (John 4:35).  
 

The Chinese world is a ripe field today, like never before! 
Chinese Christians have increased more than 100-fold 
this last generation, yet more than 90% of all Chinese 
still donôt trust Jesus as their Savior. We are standing on 
other peoplesô shoulders. These are other missionaries 
and workers who have sown the Gospel, as Jesus said: 
ñOne sows and another reapsò and ñI sent you to reap 
what you have not worked for.ò (John 4:37-38). My very 
small part is building Godôs Word in the lives of Chinese 
believers by teaching the Bible at China Lutheran 
Seminary in Hsinchu, Taiwan. They then go out to reap 
this great Chinese harvest for Godôs eternal Kingdom.  
 

This passion of God is burning very strongly in my heart. 
I have transferred from working with LCMS Office of 
International Mission (OIM) to an LCMS grassroots 
mission support organization called Mission of Christ 
Network (MCN). So, God has given me the privilege and 
adventure of starting over from scratch to raise support 
for one month in and around St. Louis and Omaha as I 
have talked to many pastors, seminary professors, 
former missionaries, leaders, churches and church 
members. Iôm sharing this salvation passion of Godôs 
heart from the Word, and seeing that His Word is not 
returning void since many are responding in heart, 
prayer and giving. It seems that there is a long way to go 
to raise the necessary support, but Iôm very encouraged 
now, and I know that this is a very important faith lesson 
and a lesson in learning new and diligent work for Godôs 
mission! Itôs broadening our mission vision.  
 

Iôm scheduled to start teaching our new students in 
Taiwan in the new semester, which begins on 
September 16. We have twice the normal number of new 
students (24 versus the normal average of 12)!  
 

I visitied the Mission of Christ Network office in 
Concordia, Missouri. Itôs located in Biltz Hall at 
Concordia High School. Rev. Biltz was the first pastor 
there in the 1800s. The current director of MCN is 
another old guy from Concordia, Missouri whose 
father was the principal of Concordia High School: 
Rev. Dr. John Mehl, who is also a missions professor 
at Concordia University in Seward, Nebraska. It was 
great to have a very good visit with him in Omaha.  

Please Pray For: 
 

1. Raising support w/ Mission of Christ Network.  
2. The 24 new students (and all the students) of China 

Lutheran Seminary.  
3. Family health and protection, and the childrenôs 

schooling.  
4. Maggieôs mother (Suzhen) and family members to 

know the Lord.  
5. Teacher-in-preparation, Jiang Yichun, and his 

family in Chicago.  
6. Teaching and serving. 
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Thank you to Zionõs Board of Education for sponsoring and coordinating the event! 
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Snapshots of Zion 

DCE Kathryn Schneider presents 
at the IDW Administrative 
Assistantsô Conference.   
 

Pastor Conner plays the 
brain game Kanoodle with 
hospitalized Athena B.  
 

é 
 

é 
 

Childrenôs Missionary, Tirzah 
Krey, visits with childrenôs 
mothers while the children eat.  
 

60 Zion and Trinity kids gather for music time 
during confirmation.  
 

Children visit 
Zionôs art booth 
at Manningôs 
Art Festival. 
Special thanks 
to Carlys Srtibe 
for planning 
and hosting 
this booth.  
 

Zion Secretary, Shannon Walters, is pictured with 
the Administrative Assistant Conference Planning 
Committee. She is a blessing not only to Zion, but 
to our entire district!  
 

Dixon C. becomes a member 
of Zion as he reaffirms his 
confirmation vows.  
 


