Thing Around familybés unmovabl e thi

: : everything else must move, then you will finc
ich Everything Else yourself suddenly disoriented when your Kkid:

ust Move leave home and your urablevcenter moves. If
you have raised kids to believe sports or music

It happens every  the unmovable thing, fiaue set them up for

December in Manning.  disappointment and surprise when they eithe

The town places a _outgrow the team or their bodies will no longe
sizeapie cnnstmas tree in the middle of Malragree to dance or p|ay without pain_

Street. Then for the next month traffic must move

around the tree. For that mtmhChristmas If ya have made farming or any career your
tree becomes the thing around which everythingnmovable thing, the thing around which
else must move. everything else must move, you will experienc

_ o . depression and a great lostness when you se:
Wealldo Somethlng similar in our lives. All of USSomebody else driving your tractor or Sitting 8
placesomething in the middle of our Main Streetyour desk. If your unmovable taimgoden
All of us make something the thing around Wh'CgociaI gatherings and exciting getaways, what w
everything else must mwenething is the thing  you be left with when these move, when you

that we establish as the unmovable thing.social group dissipates or your finarmesstbr
Something is the thing that we bend our schedulgsreclude getting away?

around and rearrange our calendars around and
change our plans around. Something is oumMNow, consider these words from the Lord Jesus

unmovable thingVe may not always be ) .
conscious of, ibut our ignorance of our own 7€ gates of hell shallprevail against [my

choices doesndt make i CgMathewdQI8 ¢ e .

Do you know what youolVB MLBE" y¥WRFISnmdGSHE
thing? Is it dance? Is it football? Is it volleyball? [diS Promise attached to it. Go back to all the thing

it music? Is it farming? Is it social gatherings o€ hav? considered thujf’fmny of them have
getawaysWhat is the thingyiour life around ~©0d0s ~promise attache

which everything else must move? attached His pnse of permanency, of
unmovableness, to any of them? No. Not to

Now, ask yoursétfpat happens when it moves? si ngl e one. Does that

Maybe that question i suitingeandinvestment?dNetdtalihgm.canG o

over the list from the previous paragraph. All dfe wonderful endeavors for the Christian, bu
them can be a very gonong ofpthem tshowdf be dreatpdeas ghe hang
f a mi e Théy<an ali bé wonderful sources ofaround which everything else must move. Why
joy and delight that Christians can rightly celebraf@ecauseé h e goidgrtaemove!

and enjoy. But is any one of them unmovable? Ish K of lesi f .
any one of them permanent? The book of Ecclesiastes doesgueat favor in

helping us understand #uss the Preacher
I f youdre a parent wlhetentldsslydgnarches|uptireudh lifg, gomsiderin
football or volleyball or music to become youpne thing after another, and gasigain and
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again:/s this one permanent? What about thismeaninglessness of which the Preacher in
one? Is your job permanent? What about youEcclesiastes warns.
hobbies? How about your health? And what about

the people around you? If we are to practice wisdom and align our live
_ with redly, with the reality of what truly is

The Preacher has a word for it/alte/ The permanent (Christés C

English rendersznity what is not (the toils and pleasures under the su

detailed by the Preacher in Ecclesidbtrs)

Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, there are certain things we must do.

vanity of vanities! All is vétutiesiastes )2
We must teII ourselves and our families that

C r ch i, S t
Fverytélng else mus% rcrfloh\qgevmhleqwre uas to of
acknowledge that Sunday always follows
Saturday (or for Trinity members: Saturday
evenlngalways follows Saturday mgrniln

other words, our plans must be made with worsh

And thatdés what the Pingigw lhwestaygy late @y Saiugdaynight, ihe
these things that youWeedlttgmnaegwaros hsiem tuipr
unmovable thing are themselves movablething around which everything else must move
They deve d h ke wpdrroebreath. Bo v And Zion and Trinity members are blessed wit
donot make them t he thaoptipns gf attending @Hﬁfiﬂlity opdion! ¢ h

everything else must .
houseboat with no anchor your permane tFmrﬁwer the V\)ord ?hat GOd has glven%o H'

5 church, as Scripture annqunces, is the Word ths
en ucer}r;sforgvér F d%FoErGodwnlstand

What you need is something that has the promis@reves (| s a 5 Bbulddn Bt) .

of permanency attad to iand the only thing lives in the thinhat endures forever? And
under the suwhichhas that sort of promise s houl dndét we teach ou
attached t o andtthe WsrdGdt r iSPt?6 Andh prhopl dndt we
has given to His Chufittat does not mean that  Mission to share and teach this enduring Wor
the other sources of pleasure and purpose in lifand to strengthen this unmoving church?

are worthless. Even the PezamfhEcclesiastes

knows this artderefore e p e at e tdrey LTa]B‘? are

is nothing better than that a man should rejoice i asures, an
his work Ecclesiastes 3)22

The straightp meaning of the wordasoor
breath 1t 6s | i ke when
autumn morning and exhale. You watch you
breath twirl and turn and theto grab it and hold

it. When you open your hand, what do you have
Nothing.

addressyou probably wono

y wonderful activities, hobbies
endeavors in this life, but none ¢
hem is worthy of being the thing around whic
everything else must move. None of them ha

But in that rejoicing you must préstitéeach Gododos promise of per
to your children) a sober wisdbat Christds Church and Hi
acknowledgeket vaporous nature of that work thing around which etréng else must move
and pleasure. To tr ea@ndyexpedence athe ieverlastings jpy phat
to give your life to vapor, is the ultintage in ~accompanies thetnPastor Conner
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Let s Get the Facts Straight

l owa is trying to protect babies in the wom
spreding lies and inciting fear to turn the hearts and minds of lowans against protecting the unbg
below (produced by Lutheran Family Service to be shared at pregnhancy resource centers in Ig
straight. For the sake oftheunh , it 6s crucial that you know
Code where it details the specifics of this law, | (Pastor Conner) will share it with you.

lowa Abortion Abortion Alternatives

. v Safe Haven - 100% Anonymou
Law Informatlon v n into ForeuaroFamlly f’mtfoster

care) - Ongoing Relationship it Desired
¥ Parenting - Support & Resources

Risks of Abortion Pills

/ Incomplete abortion followed by the need
for a surgical abortion

&/ Fallure to end the pregnancy

¥ Heavy and prolonged bleeding

Heavy cramping

Fever, chills and/or infection

+~ MNausea, diarrhea, dizziness, and/or tiredness

7 Allergic reaction to the medications

QR

lowa Abortion Laws  Increased risk of mental heaith disorder
Abortions are illegal after fetal heartbeat is [following any type of abortion)
datocted.Thebgbm?ur} provider nr:"lustd | fate
rform an abdominal ultrasound, and a For Immed help to attempt to reverse
hour walting period is requllad'after the abortion plil, call 877-558-0333.
the ultrasou re obtaining an
abortion. Parental notification must occur Taking abortion pills after 10-weeks
before a minor can obtain an abortion. F on puts a womnan at risk for
nmmﬁn abortion and other medical
Safe Haven v complications,
Infants up to 90 days old can be left at a hospital, In the case of ectopic nancy, or other
I anfbu%&mnt ity, 911 responder, or a mmpli:an'lt:‘ thn:s-:rtmlgln pllﬁnut:
icensed adopticn a mrwmomfymﬂwut treatment and may delay life-saving care.
fear of prosecution for abandenment.
. n ht,dor mm.:mq mnagh.l'. nborﬁonm:n Il?um ziplmdn is
- a S online are less
taxt ww 2 e secure an pusnh than those received

from an in-person doctor or pharmacist.

Abortion Exceptions

lowa abortion law provides exceptions
for rape, incest, fetal abnormality
incormpatible with life, and/for to protect
the life of the mother.

Miscarriage & Ectopic Pregnancy

Miscarriage, or “spontaneous abortion,”
is when em or fetus dies

naturally before giving birth. Treatment = .
provided in cases of miscarriage is not Need help deciding between parenting
an abortion and is legal. or adoption (not foster care)?

Ectopic pregnanq'fi:hen a fertilized Text *love” to B44-764-2029

Tosavea
life so that both lives are not or Call 515-571-9964

m
lost, this reguires removing an embryo.
This | ng truatmen?i legal.

I

many-hearts.com




Spiritual Warfare unclean spirits have a certdnencte on a
person as well.

In the LCMS -@ar . _ _
lectionary, almost every week Similarly, when you may live a certain way, th
in September had one reading Scripture in James seems to suggest that yo

hat talked about spiritual invite these evil forces into your own lives. Jame
arfare. writes, A.. .1 f yosh ha
ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be fals
to the truth. This is not the wisdom that come

Ephesians 6:20- Week 1 down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual
Mark 9:1:29- Week 3 demonic. For where jealousy arshsehbition
James 3:1&10- Week 4 exist, there will be disorder and every vile

practicé(Jm.3:1416)

The yrst step is identifying the enemy. In _ _

fForwe do not wrestle aggiesthand blood, we do not fall into every scheme and temptation
but against the rulers, against the authoritiesthe devil and open our lives tofthenices of
against the cosmic powers over this presenfSUCh powers.

darkness, against the spifiatzds of evil in the ~
heavenly places. 0 However, by Godods gr ac

stand against such spirituzddaf evil. Instead,

Though we may believe that our struggles frotW/€ are given great strength and protection fror
day to day come from other people, paulthe cosmic powers by the Lord Almighty.
describes the enemy being separate from other _ _ _
peopl e wh pest anch@oadtha | | sWhai is this strength that the Lord gives? Pal
enemy is such thingsfessmicp o we r s 0 Pigsthis strength is the armor of God. The arm
Aispiritual forces of yGof cogsisty ¢f gudhe rigihigpysnepsntiaes
they have certain power. footing of the Gospel of peace, faith, salvation, tf
Spirit which is the Word of God. Paul suggest
These cosmic powers and spiritual forces of evilkéwise that we pray at all times in the Spirit. In s
would include Satan along with other fallen ange®0ing, it is diult for us to open our lives up to
whom we call demons. Along with these forcedhe ibuence of such unclean spirits.
weyght againstur own sinful nature, death, and

the world. Simirly, Mark writes that Jesus commanded the

unclean spirit to come out of the boy in Mark ¢
It truly does seem as if weyghtingan uphill The unclean spirit tried to resist, but could not he
battle at times. but obethe words of the Word who was with God

in the beginning at Creation through whom a

The next step is to understand the extent of sucilings were math heaven and on earth. Though

power. In Mark 9, the evangelist brings us ar@lem_onic forces may run amuck in certain place:
account of a boy withualean spirit. These  the lives of those who have had the name of Ga

placedonthefmnl n t he Name of
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and Ho-katBaptsm have certainty that no Similarly, we cannot let ourselves be drawn awe
unclean spirit mglf then because they have  from faith by any spiritual force.
already beeriled with the Holy Spirit.

I nstead, John wrote a
Likewise, the Lord Jesus Christ has conqueredot believe every spirit, but test the spirits to se
every spiritual force of evil in every place. Navhether they are from God, for many false
cosmic power can compare to His unyieldingrophets have gone out into the world. By this yc
power . I'n John 10, J e lsmomsthe Spariyof God: 8vkty spist that eopfesse
My voiceand | know them, and they follow Me. I that Jesus Christ has come ipes$ie is from
give them eternal life, and they will never peristGod, and every spirit that does not confess Jest
and no one will snatch them out of My hand. Mis not from God. This is the spirit of the antichris
Father, who has given them to Me, is greater tharhich you heard was coming and now is in th
all, and no one is able to snatch them out of thevorld already.
Fat her dhsd hared .Falt her are one. 0

Little children, you are from God and have
So, you are kept safe in the hand of the Lord, yetvercome them, for He who is in you is greate
you will also endure many trials and temptationthan he who is in the world. They are from th
and even persecution for your faith in the Lord aforld; therefore they speak from the world, an
life for the world of darkness hates the light. Ouhe worldistens to them. We are from God.
Lord was perfect and Heonaged. Our Savior Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is n
had done nothing wrong and He was handed ovérom God does not listen to us. By this we knoy
to be killed. So, we countitas all joyto joininthehe Spirit of trut-h ar
displeasure of every cosmic power and spiritud)-Pastor Staehr
force of evil, for we are more than conquerors
because Christ has already defeatetkath,
and the power of the devil by His own death on
Cross.

DELICIOUS -
> FRIED CHICKEN .# -

Staley’s Chicken Supper
S at Trinity Lutheran
y Church - Manilla!

Friday,
October 4th
( 4:30pm-7pm

Featuring:

The power of our Lord, Jesus Christ, over ev
demonic force or cosmic power of evil is suc
lopsided battle that there is no doubt that He
win.

Being Baptized and safe in titeqgtion of our
Lord, we now respond in faith and live and d¢
children to our Heavenly Father.

2 pieces of chicken,
mashed potatoes and gravy,
green beans,
coleslaw,
aroll with butter,
and a cookie!
Drive through or

James notes that the way we live is according
wi s dom wrbtipordy thenspeadeable,
gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and go
fruits, impartehd sincer@Im 3:17)




but also, | use them as reminders to count m
blessings. To look back over my life rememberir
all the ways God has provided, God was
steadfast, God was good, God was faithful to m
This habit has only grown more and more over tf
years and my oh my, how it has come in handy i
my darkest nights of the soul.

Let me count the ways that
You have been faithful

How often do you stop to count your blessings
Thanksgiving is coming in a few short months ar
is typically a time we all stop to collectively coul
our blessings. But thisitsial habit of gratitude is

not just to be done once a year, or once a mont|
We should place Ebenezers in our own lives t

ISamuel 7. 12 AThen Samipfinustofefet aiti cotidt &1Mh€ wa§sedd

)

| Let 'Me" Caunt thé‘Wégys

it up between Mizpah and Shen and called it§ 5 i + nf ul . Maybe itos
name Ebenezer; i for hewgd (}véjreflecﬁoﬁfhtldaégs e Gl thdnifhf
has helped us. o for. Or maybe upon awaking before we even I

_ _ our feet hit the ground, we find three things to b
One (of many) of my favorite hymns is Come ThQyankful to God for. Starting these simple habit

Fount. The words in each verse hold so mucly;| greatly transform your life and help you to sy
meaning but the word Ebenezer always catcheg)| ihe ways God is lavishingsiblgs upon

my attention as ito0s 1hadkingdnydlPahdaul famtyPeadh day.n ©
day vernacular. And frankly sometimes it brings ©gnsider starting your own Ebenezer collectior
mind the greeayd codger from A Christmas o not huge stacking stones like in the picture
Carol (admit it you think of him t0o). Yet, in thggt maybe you start collecting small rocks an
Bible Ebenezer is the name Samuel gives to thg;ih a sharpie write a blessing on the stone to ac
stack of stones they erect as a reminder for thg, aglass mason jar on your counter. Every time
I'sraelites that, ATl lyo,mavbsdoR&ingyQiREA ad f ® thdj&, s
ltwastobeareminder® 66 peopl e gy R s dp! tHBSar itself will become an
they passed by of Godopendsérfyolirite éadh tirReYsl sde / hslithh
to them. remind you of all the

helged us. 0O
While we might now have literal Ebenezers in our

own homes or along our own roads | often try ey, snag a post it note and place this bible
keep my eyes peeled on hikes for stacked stoneﬁ. assage on ité

They tell me someone thekime to stack them
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Psalm 1032 particularly needed did you need to reminc

i Bl e lsosd, O niy eoul, yourself or have others remind you?
andforget not all his benefits,
whoforgives all your iniquity, One othose times for me was only a few short
whoheals all your diseases, years ago. Henry was just one year old, | was i
whoredeems your life from the pit, my first trimester pregnant with Leonard, and Jot
whocrowns you with steadfast love and had contracted pneumonia and dropped a lung
mercy, He was in the hospital and it was in the height ¢
whosatisfies you with good covi d. &lovedtdbe with fim.&Amnd he

so that your youth is renewet ke e a g | kad jsist ad hiR98urgery to place a new bigger
chest tube in his lung to hopefully reinflate it. | we
Stick this note on vy o wliowed @tskerhonobeforensungeryobut, wasyna
steering wheel, or above your kitchen sink. Wheallowed up to the room afterwards. | recall bein
you stop to read it takmoment to count all your alone in that MetisbdHospital chapel on my
blessings and recall all the ways God has beeknees literally crying out to God to heal him. An
good and merciful to you. in that moment when | felt alone and terrified thi
| would be a young widow and have to deliver th
| promise you the more you practice this the easielew baby alone | cried out to the Lord. Saying he
it will be. | also promise that having your own listre all the ways you hlgeled me, you have
of AEbBewétér &1 es s y o u savddimé, gou havelshawh hpdamnr nyy life, Ywet
will be able to more easily share with others whettrough the long list of Ebenezer stones in my lif
you have seen God at work in your life and you wiline by one, as if to remind God look remembe
be able to recall all the ways He is faithful in thosgou are faithful. But really it was to remind myse
darkest hours when we might just need thaher eds how He hstHehash o
reminder the sto not left you. And so, | begged God to add this &
one more stone. To show up again and that eve
| 6ve been working on tihi sHeh adbiidtn 6fto,r tah dto nHe
and have been blessed to have a family that alsthat despite the covid protocols | would
reminds each other of all the times God has beemiraculously be allowed up to his room so | coul
faithful. Over the years we have told each other dkewith him.
the ways we have prayed and how God has
answerd those prayers. Particularly during My prayers were answered how | had hoped an
sicknesses or hard times in our family. | was snuck up to his room by his nurse. John wa
obviously, healed. But | learned just how importa
When was the last time you recalled your owtaving those stacking stones readily availabl
Ebenezers in your life? When was a time yowvere to me, to my prayers, to my own reassuranc
in that dark hospital chapel that even though | fe
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alone, | was not. That God was with me, that God
was faithful, that regardless of how He answered
my prayers He was still good, loving and merciful. Let Me Count the Waggong by Kip Fox
How many times, Lord, have | been cared for

So, as we enter this thankful time of year what Every step Youdve
way can we each challenge ourselves to grow in  So many moments | haentbroken

the habit of gratitude. What Ebenezers can we Only to find you could fix me

raise in our own lives so that when we pass by Let me count the ways

t hem, we can be r emi nd elétmetoantthe dayd that You have leen |
has helped us. 0 Maybe it bés achithfall stones i
or journaled dowar post it notes. | want to Let me count the ways

encourage you to sit down and purposefully thinket me count the days the You have been faithf
of all the ways He has been faithful. Asyou doit| A/ of my shortfalls, all of my bad calls
encourage you to |isten tAbofmywonghmermghcii Co me
Fount of Every Bl essing/, 0dd&ndti edeHodd v e ointb,0 ¢
Forget Hi s bxwes o (an dL CWIiApain &nd again You forgive me
songwriters) fALet Me Count LéthmecodNahesay And d
simply keep these stones to yourself. Set them up Let me count the day

so that you can tell others about how good God is, Let me count the ways that You have been
how He has blessed you, how He is faithful. faithful

Because, joy and blessings shared only multiples 7here is no end to the times You will rescue
the blessings more, and encourages others in One of Your own from despair
their faith. And becaudaerd,t Haotr dEb &n ekzneorw w ahs
for the Israelites who saw the blessings happen in To all of the ti mes

real time, it was for them to remember and teach Let me count the ways

their children and all who would see the stones Let me count the days that You have been
what thosstones were. They were a physical faithful

reminder of all of the ways God has been faithful. Let me count the ways

So my challenge to you is to take a few moments Let me count the days that You have been
to stop and count all of the ways our God is faithful! faithful

Here are the lyrics to Let Me Count The Ways to
get you startedleeting over your own life and all
the ways God has lavished blessings upon you
and your familg DCE Kathryn



Christ os U lettentp the Bhegsplohiags. His words, recorded
Triumphal Coming and 4:1318 are shared the world over at the

gravesides of Christians who have died stil
The Call to Encourage |ooking for that comimag. D

One Another with This

. Paul wigts

S8 Certainty ’
o e & 13But we do not want you to be uninformed,
N brothers, about those who are asleep, that yo

Thessalonica, Greece (circa 50 A.D.): After may not grieve as others do who have no hope
spending, at most, a few short months with the 14For since we believe that Jesus died and ros:
fledgling church they had founded, Paul and Silas again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring

had to flee fdreir livesvhera rabblef hostile with him those who have fallen ak&ep.
Jews stirred up a rowdy mob in the Roman city by this we declare to you by a word from the Lorc
claiming, that we who are alive, who are left until the

.. coming of the Lord, natl precede those who
These men who have turned the world upsu,je have fallen asleéfFor the lro[d himself will
down have come hereeé 4had fﬁom RehvEn with'a'cry & Eolnindhé
against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there \ i, the voice of an archangel, and with the
is another king, Je¢dsts 17:4). sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead i
Christ will rise firstThen we who are alive,
who are left, will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air
and so we will always be with the ord.
Therefore encourage one another with these
wordg1 Thessalonians 4188

This amounted to political tredsimcited the
authorities against Paul and Silas and it left them
with no choice but to leave in haste to save their
lives.Paul was devastated because he deeply
loved the new believarsThessalonicard
because heas unable to finish catechizing them
in the faitde had begun to instruct them on the |, o nutshell, Paul sayepody is goinghiss

Day of the Lord and the resurrectionofthedead, ,, o  ; o r d6s comi n g, no
buthad to leave off in order to save his life. Thi 4 | | begins sharing h

incomplete teaching left mathgréw converts  jing in uncertainty over the future of those wh
believing the return of Jesus was imminent. are asleepisleeis Paw @uphemism for death,

As time passed and the Lord lingered in His returNd @ beautiful euphemism it is, because thos

somein their company began to die (possibly Whoslep get up. And tha
martyred) and t[r)ﬂs yproguced a dggtressirzlgwants for the Thessalonians and for us, which h

question in their sowgilour dead loved ones V‘:'” go on tproclalmThlose whose bodies are
miss the return of desind the resurrection of ~SI€PINg in deathdasouls are resting in Ghrist
the deadPaul answers that question in his first

1The Greek word heraggoeoWe get the English God. Paul is writing to the Thessalonians so that the

word agnostidrom it. It meanacking knowlegge and we will not be agnostic about the fate of those wt
evenignoranSomeone who claims to be anagnostc have died in the Lord.
is claiming to be ignoragiardinghe existence of ignwant, but confident in the promises of God.
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thosewho have confessed Christ who have diedThose who have died with the hope of Christ i
£ willget up in thresurrection. their hearts will return with Jasdghose of us

) ) ) ) ] who are left alive with the hope of Christ in ou
Our confidence in this coming reality, as Pauhearts will be caught up into His triumphal comin
emphasizes, is founded squarely on the historicgl g y | says t hat we who
reality of Christos T gsugbthefuit thebBlievbrs whBldiet BH® ha

is an important point to appreciate. Our futurgetyred with Christ] in the clounset the Lord
certainty is built on past reality. i@Quinfavhat in tRe airébd

God /s going to dm raising the dead is
established on our knowledge of wha@ta&od A bit of background here will help pull out the jc

donan raising Jesus from the dead. baked into Paul 6s wor
_ will be fAicaught upo wi
As for our loved ones who have died beforethg e s ys, heos not savying

Day of Christos retur mpg € usdeftielven? hé latjtaderabout

Wlllthey natisHi s tr i u mp_h al ¢ Bl Baight dbutd metethtﬁeyL%rEL‘?n the ail
going to be aGawibig of comhdnicated thd ided 8f%éing wélcomed int
with himhose who have fallen askeepWh ati ne r et urni n victor o

] A .ng .
marvelous comfort! Chgykug kit Rad oftén Ad8d t8 dbscritid the triumipi

limited to Christ aloneybllitncludihe souls of return of a military officer thatmveaked by a
in their hearts and on their lips. Christos triumphal cor

Paul then goes on to glory in the unmissablé_é? re;ur?tsm;t'?hpuurlfyrtr\l/eerearthr,.gjr?ke It nre;,{’ina'g
nature of this raemAr Kk éirg]qngt oétthSWWF hflogﬁaévg?qﬁci%]r%' a.
commanathe voice of the archangel, and the S S at we can Iy i ’
sound of theutmpet of Godome groups that we can accompany Him as He comes to rul
mistakenly try to claim that Paul is describing 5he earth.

secret, invisible return of Christ to rapture a5, not only are our loved ones who have died |
Christians out of the world and to leave behind glly ¢ faj t h not going t

sidetracked by this falsehieac we will simply  they are goingparticipatmi Chr i st 6s
observe that nothing about this return of Jesus igoming even as we share in His eternal reign o
invisible or secret. Not only is He bringing thenhis renewed earth. That is a strong promise

redeemed who have di ed pwittghs Hynn, PPauut] HLHyss 9
out of His way to make a lot of noise about ity n ot h e Wi kPastor Qoensre W o |

r
Paul 6s point Uunsissableat Chri st és return is

2 As alluded to earlier, some groups suggest Paul idecomesapturén EnglishAs emphasized earlier,
describing a secret rapture here. They get the wordiothing about this word or text is communicating
rapturéor this section of the text. The English rendersanything secretive. This is the visible and audible
it RAcaught u prapiin katnitkah | second pogingwoielesys!
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THE BIGGEST STORY

A BEPA
/% 5 5 Y

Resources:

&The Biggest Story Bible Storybook |

The Biggest Story AB&Biggest Story, = i‘; AA
Rap (B |

by Kevin DeYoung, lllustrated by Don

KEVIN DEYO!

If you are always on the hunt to get good, beautiful stories into your hanieoot sfmgplyr bakiaad
grandbabiésyeshave | got some stunhiogks for you! Kevin DeYoung wrote these thres ataieling
in his own words the story of the Bi,lstunaingaalod
illustrates these three stories that capture the imagiatignaraf gld alike.

The Biggest Story ABGK helps our littlest oeamlthe alphabet and alsoitile & the same time: A In
beginning, God creadddm and Eve. B EverythinBaasut i f ul in Godds goo
woud be perfect as a baptismal gift, Christmas stockiogjasifferadd to your night time reading rota

The Biggest Story: How the Snake Crusher Brings Us Back toig/e iGavelgiepth retelling of the B
narrative. Also, in gorgeous vivid illustrations and easy and fun to réad aathairamtes,

The Bible is a big story made up of lots of smaller stories. Many children (and not a feveadiugt
Bible as nothing but a nice collection of all these smaller stories. Here a story about Abraham.
Daniel. And in there somewhere are familiar stories about Christmas and Easter. Our kids can [
with many Bible sterwithout every grasping the Biggest Story that makes sense ofalMibst ofhtbie
book is a straightfondaaddhopefully a pfajand elegadr et el | i ng o f Butldrking ib th
background are a coupte ovegrtbekesFiypost doh
the Savior for our sins, but al so the ful fi
Jesus as the ful fill mennewtefmplel and aanew ahd finavsacrificd
people. Most significantly | speak of Jesus throughout the book as tiseenewoAdadn, y ou 6
of Agardend | ooms | arge. I t 6 s n oGenesis 1§ anddmio &
gar den ( ReMeBigadstiStony, p@ 228 & 129)

I truly devoured this little book rather quickly and loved the imagery, art work, and the weaving
stories in the Bible to Jesus and how we need forgiveness and redemption that can only be foung

Lastly,7he Biggest $yoBible Storybodhis retells maofythe stories in thibl8 in gorgeous narrative

illustratiorit would be great for young and old alike to add into their devotional reading time. The

and end with a prayer you can pray tagetiiez book is more along the size we would expect of a Bi

the Bible though! So, you wondt want to use

read to your kids or grandkids before bed. I truly tisimoallcbigee these books as they learn more abc

Jesus and the beauty of the Biggest Story! E@Wathryn
11
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Preschool PraisesSeptember

We havenjoyed the beginning of the school year getting to know ¢
another and making new friends! We have been learning about
practicing making GREEN (good) choices, and following rules and ro

We enjoy our Wednesdays learning about God, Jésustosies in the Bible. This past month we hav
to hear about how God created EVERYTHING with his word because his word is POWERFUL! We
with how quickly all the students are learning the songs Miss Kathryn has bedmntpadtinguusea
prayer and morning prayer.

Throughotite month, the childneme been bringing in thiéibout Me bags to share with the class so
get to know eacthembetter. They enjoyed sharing theirs and seeing their friends.

We areexcited for the month ahead. We will be enjoying our Mom's Day along with a visit from
Department during Fire Prevention Week. On October 20th, we will have our annual pancake b
Church Service starts at 8 AM. Castertdd our preschoolers sing their songs they have been pra
stay for the pancakes following!

Thank you to all those
donated snhack items, sup
from our Amazon wish list
donating to our bake s
Your donations continue
help make Zion Luthe
Preschool a success.

Miss Amy & Miss Melanie




Your

suppot
allows us to sha
the love of Jesl
with every sing

one of these
children and the
families. Than
youl!
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Pancake Breakfast

i
‘ZloN

Christ Centered... Child Focused... Family Connecting
*worship at 8:00 a.m.

Stand up for life!

Show your support for the sanctity

\f/ of human life, especially the unborn.
S Join the annual Carroll, lowa

from 2:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m.
\/ Sunday, October 6th
We will gather in the Carroll County

Court House parking lot at 1:45.
Refreshments served after the event.

Sponsored by: C.A.l.LF.L. (Carroll Area lowans for Life)
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Noicy Offering at Zion!
Cunday, Oct. 6

Bring your loose change and make noise

for missions as we celebrate the work of ZI 0 N

LUTHERAN CHURCH

MANNING, | owaA

Celebrating and Sharing Christ’s Redeeming Love

All Saints’ Day ~ November 3
Give Thanks, Remember, Emulate

15



Priscilla Guild Update:
Trinity Manilla DATE: 9/17/2024.

)

There was discussion of the love offering for the Fall Rally. AfteTRI ITY .
Gloria Boeck moved and Susan Mahnke seconded to give $50.( | 1A\ churen '
Cathie Segebart reported on the Zone Board meeting. We sel MANILLA,IOWA

Joensd f uner akfoodbixthe lddies sereed. c a PROCLAIMNG PEACE IN CHRISTS CROS

s

Cathie shared LifeDate, the Orphan Grain Train newsletter, and we received a letter from LAMRE
until our December giving. We are still collecting pill bottles, glasses, glasses cases, stampdiqress
new underwear, etc. Election of officers is due. Pastor appreciation day is October 13. The Stalg
is October 4. We discussed the work schedule and times. We will meet at 2:30 PM on October 4 t
Cathie Segehdras a map from last year to help set up tables. October 5 is the LWML recognition
sit together, wear purple if possible, and have a noisy offering. We will need some ladies to help

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
1 October 3 is the chickespsuprep at 1:00.
9 October 4 is the chicken supper; be here at 2:30.
9 October 5 is the LWML recognition service with a noisy offering.
9 October 12 is Pastor Appreciation with a charcuterie potluck after church, snacks.
9 October 15 Priscilla Guild me#t2i§0. Judy Lingle and LeeAnn MusfeldChigrGersons for Octo
and hostesses.

-Susan Mahnke, Secretary
After a good rain in September,
CELEBRATIUNS @ Trinity Manilla saw a double
rainbow reminding us of the
TRI N ITY promise of Noah.

Trinity’s Sunday School made letters
to send to our nation’s military.

Trinity started Sunday School on
September 8th with 23 kids

Pastor Staehr is acknowledged and
welcomed to lowa District West at our fall
Pastors’ Conference

.r

]
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LUTHERAN CHURCH The Fellowship Club wild.l meet Md

i study orthe Fruitof the Spirit (Galatians 222 will focus on the frui

FAITHFULNESS. The Fellowship Club welcomes guests and friends!

Fruit of the Spirit drditbearing Missid

Throgh the years the Fellowship Club has been a mission partner. This mowthmiag)l imongh
information on various mission projects wi.l
For many years thebdsetlowdhapdChiubi wiaat ead i
League was the sponsor of AThe Lutheran H
organization is now known as Lutheran Hour Ministries. The focus on usang thedsospshcontiny
The ALutheran Houro radio ministry reaches
various other media share the Gospel message. The Lutheran Hour float in the annual Rose Bow
Chrigsian witness. Lutheran Hour Ministries makes family ministry resources and various Bible st
line and in print. Visit lIhm.org for more information.

Looking for an additional wor s hi p stinpproegidnwmt
following stations: KJAN (1228tlaktic) at 9:30 a.m.; KJAN (103ALdiNon at 9:30 a.m.; KDSN (107,
Denison) at 6:30 a.m.; KDSN (158@®’isbn) at 10:30 a.m.; WHO (16B@#\Moines) at 7:30 a.m.; K
(12960maha) atd@s a.m.).

Join the Fellowship Club on October 14 to learn more about this mission and others. Be fruitful
as our God is FAITHFUL.

Mission Door
Offering!

Pastor Pedro Lopez
Missionary to Hispanics in
Western lowa




Equipping You with a Biblical Wordlview

Issues, EtcC.

online, on-demand, and downloadable from the app or
your computer

Issuesetc.org

Hear Pastor Conner answer questions from Zion’s and Trinity’s kids at
issuesetc.org. Search for “kids have questions.”

“My (Darwinian evolutionist)
science teacher says...”

Providing solid answers to kids’
real questions.

Wed. Oct. 23 at Zion
6:00 Supper for Confirmation families

6:30 Session for everyone




October 2024

Amigos en Cristo

News fromLa lglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cris

Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Chu

PastorPedro LopezDenison, Iowa|

Hello! It is so nice to communicate w
by means of this letter and let you kn
latest about our coming sequences g
Worship Services, Bible Studies, F
and Prayer, in the different areas 1
Hispanic Ministry outreach that coati
be a blessing to the hosting congreg
the students, the teachers and volur
Here is a recap of your Hispanic Min
our IDW.

As we prepare for the ESL classes
Hartley and Carroll areas, we know
meet new friends and nexsparcts fo
the ministry here in IDW. We have
in place, but before that, let me shar|
you information about the events the
place in these last days.

At our sites in Denison, Storm Lake, Carroll and Hartle
continues to happen and we continue to meet the spi|
material needs of our members. We are now teaching ou
the doctrine of the Holy Trinity using the Athanasian Gre
base, a very interesting topic for our members and future
taking the classes with us.

We are pleased to sh
that we have be¢
working  with oy
brothers and sisters
Carroll to be more visi|
in our communities
participatingn t h

events and making ¢
ministry known to othe
We plan to participate
their band parade.

Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the Presiden

Missionary at Large,
pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
5716067600

In Hartley, we are working with a y
lady to be accepted into
member ship of S
is exited to+afirm her baptism voy

We also had the privilege of bein
of a community event in the ci
Early, where the Cuban comm
celebrated the last days of Sumn
We were asked to participate, we
tacos, met new people, shared
our church and closed the everat
praise and worship service. It w
bl essing t o S
Members from the different His
churches of our ministry from with
District also attended.

We are all set up for our ESL cl
starting on September 30 in H
and on October 4 in Carroll. Pl
pray for us as we get ready to S
Godods l ove thr
many people God will send us. P|
continues to pray and support
Higpanic Ministry.

Gracias y bendiciones, Pastor Lo



mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org

OLIVERS LATEST TWIST

SERVING THE LORD IN TATWAN

September 2024

i on has bec
fiel ds! T

Goddés pas
l ook at t
The Chinese world is a ripe field today, like nev
Chinese Christians have increased more tfaid
this last generation, yet more than 90% of all
still donét trust Jes
ot her peoplesesale otkehmigsibnd
and workers who have sown the Gospel, as Je

AOne sows and another
what you have no38).Myoer
s mal | part is buildin

believersby teaching the Bible at China Lut
Seminary in Hsinchu, Taiwan. They then go ou
this great Chinese ha

This passion of God is burning very strongly in
| have transferred from working with LCM®f
International Mission (OIM) to an LCMS gr
mission support organization called Mission

Network (MCN). So, God has given me the priv
adventure of starting over from scratch to rais
for one month in and around St.dmmb®dmaha a
have talked to many pastors, seminary pro
former missionaries, leaders, churches and
me mber s. Il 6m sharing

heart from the Word, and seeing that His Woi
returning void since many areonds in hear
prayer and giving. It seems that there is a long v
to raise the necessar
now, and | know that this is a very important fail
and a |l esson in | earn
missionl t 6s broadening ou

|l dm scheduled to sta

Taiwan in the new semester, which beg:l
September 16. We have twice the normal numb
students (24 versus the normal average of 12}

| visitiedthe Mission of Christ Network offil
Concordi a, Mi ssouri.
Concordia High School. RevwBgtthe first past
there in the 1800s. The current director of
another old guy from Concordia, Missouri
father was the principal of Concordia High
Rev. Dr. John Mehl, who is also a missions pj|
at Concordia University in Sewsbraska. It w
great to have a very good visit with him in Om

Please Pray For:

1.Raising suppavtMission of Christ Network.
2.The 24 new students (and all the students)
Lutheran Seminary.

3Family health and p
schooling.
4Maggi edbs mother (Su

know the Lord.

5.Teacheinpreparation, Jiang Yichun, and
family in Chicago.

6.Teaching and serving.

p—4

——
China Lutheran Seminary

\

The Olivers
Maggie, Stephen,
Ginny, Gary, Isaac







|
Snapshots of Zi &Tmou

Pastor Conner plays
brain game Kanoodle
hospitalized Athena
60 Zion and Trinity kids gather for mus

Childrenos Nchidren visi during confirmation.
Kr ey, Visitiziones
l mothers while the children at
Art

Special thank .
to Carlys Srtib”
for  planning|
and  hosting
this booth.,

_ o DCE Kathryn Schneider pres Dixon C. becomes a men
Zion Secretary, Shannon Walters, is pictul at the IDW Administral of Zion as he reaffirms
the Administrative Assistant ConferenceP Assi st ant s6 C confirmationvo

Committee. She is a blessing not only to Z
to our entire distr
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