he Poetry of the Incarnation tried to force him to reject his Lutheran confessic
in favor of Reformed doctrine. He knew suffering

but his hymns reflect not bitternesgoybut
eeds poetry. It needs poetry like amontentment, and hope in Jesus.

artistbébs canvas needs col or and musi ci anbo

! . a
needs notes. Without poetry, the soul hardend-inger over his words. Read them aloud. Hea
dries, and cracks. Eventually, it dies to beauty. them. Consider thetret the poetry water your
soul and produce the fruit of joy and wonder.

But poetry isndbét pr actPasmadonnerso many see ho
it I't isnét instantly wusable or immediatel

I . . .
meaning isnot plain and Gope Y9y hearis gnd voiges @ising,

readings. Poetry is art, art that invites Christ the keb with gladness praising;
contemplation and study. And those who pause to  Loudly sing His love amazing,
appreiate it find a mysterious potency, a living Worthy folk of Christendom.

beauty that lifts the reader above the words on the
page into a place where truth lives iilledpe
pictures, vibrant colors, and soaring melodies.

2 Chri st , from heavdn
And in love our race befriending;
In our need His help extending,

Nearly a third of Scripture is poetry and all of our Saved us from the wily foe.
hymnsare poetry. If we do not pause to ponder

them, if we run roughshod over them because 3 Jacobos spiéndor in all
' u ugh: . " u . Beams with comfort sweet and tenqer,

their meaning isnoé6t pl a'ﬂ&rcing%é{arntogu?réh%eﬁ wi I

confine themselves to a plain life absent beauty. Breaking all the p

We will simply be unable to appreciate not only the

beauty of whab has said, but also beauty of 4 From the bondage that Oppressed us,
what God has done. From sinoés fetters
From the grief that sore distressed us,

As we move toward Christmas, toward the We, the captives, noavfeze.

incarnation of God, we draw near something so
marvelous, so mysterious, and so beautiful, that 5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing

plain words simply seem insufficient. To assist When by faith we grasp this blessing,
your contemplatidnGhristmas, | have included And to You we come confessing

a poem/ hymn by one of t hrgatYolt Ve hdd Sefus fidé. e at e
Christian hymn writers, Paul Ge}trRadtor

Gerhardt was trained in the school of affliction, 6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
studying for ministry in Germany during the Thirty =~ From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Year s 0 -1648), losind.héféd ehd all but Gently lead us and be near us

one child to early death, and being evicted from Tillwe join Your choir above.

his beloved parish by his goverrihathiad

1 Our hymnalutheran Service Bdas 17 of Pastor 21f you find yourself unsure of some of the language
Gerhardtdés hymns. Biblical allusions (for there are many), you are welcon
to visit with me. I 6d en



TikTok Knew I n this most recent €
deleterious effects on users, especially youth

This should come as a eaked internal documents from TikTok executive
surprise to no one, but and team members show iy saw
TikTok knew. According t hemsel ves in an fAar m
to recent court filings by _other soal media giants, one they pqul'd_only win
14 attorneys generals, If they moved forward with their acitidtiomg
TikTok knew their algorithmsind neveending, rapite videos.

platform was endangering and harming minor§ N d thatos what they
and they not only did nearly nothing to stop it, blfocuments reveal that they knew exactly hov
actively pursued priorities that would make théong it would take to get dverage user
situation worse. This adds to a growing mountaiftddicted to the platforg& minutes. If they

of evidence on the serious and lasting haim& 0 Ul d keep userso6 att

socid media is inflicting on uderspecially ~ could induce addiction. youhg people were
children. prime targetl i K Tok0s edes @&l
expected, across most engagement metrics, th
Last year thial/ Street Jourreat a series of younget he user, the bet
disturbingly revealing articles on the harmsbecausé Mi nor s do not hav
Facebook and Instagram knew they were causingont r o | t h eTikTok lenevifheye n

children, harms they did effectively nothing tdknew they were exploiting children.

mitigate. One article detailed results discovered

through test accounts registered to fictitioudANd they knew what excessive screen time did
chidren: people, especially children:

Instagram's system served jarring doses of Campulsive usage correlates with a slew of
salacious content to those test accounts, negative mental health effects like loss of

including risqué footage of children as well as @nalytical skills, memory formation, contextue
overths e x ual adul t vi de o stlinking, conversational depth, and increases

anxiety.
Findings detailed in other articles are too explicit _ _
to detail here, but FacebodKrestagram knew. ~ How can this not move us to weep! And Tikto
They knew their product was destroying mentdfn€wFurther, accondito their own documents,

health, spiking depression and anxiety, andliKTOk knew,

€ XI ac de rffb ? ti nt.g y OI duTﬁI@g E.”e do E:Am%u?sﬁle uga%eda}/so intetfered With persone
real and efiective action wou ave Kiflle spansibilities like sufficient sleep, work/schor

~ . , r
nengagemen to asmidsweranke ngpéngib\fliﬁeg, Uafia connecting with loved
sacrificetbr profit. ones

3 The fact that people using social media are callegpr obl em i snét a company
usesshould be eyapening. The thing drug dealers is the company designing a product tadiiveadd
know about their product is that the more addictive it ias to profit off its victims.

the greater their profit potential. To be clear, the

2



. - And Ti kTok knew its
This is utterly devastatingTakitok knevane destroying young p-eopl
executive offered this: perception. These beautyrsfil@ter facial

| think we need to be cognizant of what [the apg at!”es’ raising gheekbones, strengthenln_g
wlines, enlarging lips and eyes, reducing wai

might mean for other opportunities. And whenf : . .
say other opportunities, | literally mean sleeps'zes and marks of age. Besides being a lie, thes

and eating, and moving around the room an&ilters propagate a narrow and arb'i'gra.lr_ily chose
looking at éomeone in the eyes " 7 perception of what counts as beautifiritedef

only a fraction of a percent of real people mee
TikTok knew its platform actively interfered withf he appds al gori t hms
sleeping, eating, moving around the room, evefeéfinition of beautiful peaghsuring they are
looking at someone in the eye! How can we notiewed more often than those it deems nof

read this and ache in our soul? atraciveHow coul d this n
perceptiomf their selves and of realitg®

In publicTikTok touted its setiege reminder, could this not leave users feeling perpetually

the nudge the platform wasféo w$ers after inadequate and insufficient? How could this nc

they had exceeded a certain amount of continuousxacerbate body isSUEKPOK knew.
usage, but internal documents show that these
were more about provi dkigkalsa knew that ifg corentamoreratiog
that woul d i rinptheoRiok # pAighl it teuts i public,t was a shifo. KTo s
platform via media cdPENMEAS S ah@f enfott Oab b
actually reducing scraene.n realitythe tools This refers to the rates at whichiillicit (i.e. sinful ar
resulted in a paltry 1.5 minute drop in usage (fro®@Vv i | ) i mages fAl eako t
teens using for 108.5 minutes per day to 107)that are supposed to protect users. Document
What meaningful difference would anyone expe&how the following leakage rates:
from 1.5 minutes less in front of their platform? . :
Internal comunication, in fact, showed that their 15°-71% df Nor mal i zation o
goal was fAnot to redudé3tBa%tqmel Mipndry ¢S e
platform but to fdcont TiBPutled% SfDAMI pPaAEiI PP
users] and retentiono odbusgef@ipogs)

1T30. 36% of ALeading n
I f that meant destr oyi nollicieconterh offithd BikTok platform)e p t
reality, so be it. If that meantdritey with sleep, 150% of AGlIlorifiAdasthaa
school, _ and_ mear_mingful, td'_lreensional 1100% of HAFetishizing
connection with family, so hé tthat meant
robbing a child from the ability to look anotheFor every 100 videos trying to normalize
human in the eye, robbing them from the deepgedophilia, 35 got through the content filters! F
emotional bond such eye contact produces, so bevery 100 videos featuring a minor being sexual
itThey were in an arms spadceifted, uSs8r gdtattther
The goal was to win even if it mean children (and u n d r e d s ;ling \mendiliorsThisd is a
all of society) losikTok knew. unconscionablkend TikTok knew. They knew all

of it. They still know all of it.



Documents also show that they knew underagéncluding Life360 and Spotify), blocks all sociz
streamers were receiving digital currency on themedia, has no internet browser, and allows onl
app in exchange for stripping. In fact, theseapproved individuals to text our child (and copie
docume t s show fia hi ghoalnlumbenveofsatiheset o o
incidences. In fact, in one month TikTokeasy to setup as a normal smartphone and i
documents show t hat o meguireminladdédosabscfipgian fexpense, hukeitr
to kids for such illicit purposes. TikTok knew.  allows us to moderate what content our child he
] ) access to and who has access to our child. We
If they knew all of this and took no meaningfulyend money on a lot of things for our kids. This

action to protect children (or adults), dowerealy n e | 6 m happy to spenct
think anything will move them to do it? Surely not.
Soci al medi a compani eBrioridze n bymxelatea,r e threemsiobal Yy (

kids. And they donoét @aivitiesRevibvw alltthe yhimgs .TikEbie allt h e
and yourhildren are users. What they care aboutsocial mediateals from children (and adults)

is producing the most addictive drug possible tmeaningful connections with loved ones built o
keep their users hookeyw cantad, the dopneationl ef nahalytical Bkédls

duped wus |l ong enough.contextials thinkimg  fdeep, paimson t o
control . I'tés ti me f o rconessas,etc)y and giue gouisalf o thesec
for us tbreakree. things with gusto. Eat meals together as a famil

, (i f youor e S i n gpkrson f
Armed with what we know, we must take actioyatherings, especially ones centered aroun

Lol offer a few suggRsf Reddbdoks. Reldbooks Jith otfle?sCTa
serious you want to ggdurtherh Bdt butsitedfulemedtich Uplay P
though, this wondt be g§asSYean InOirstrufn@cPty b BoRceit. ©
to be. Acquire a new skill or holnbgntionally engage

- . in at least one meaningfypixelated (i.e. no
Delay, delay, aeBelay giving yourldten a jndividualizestreen involved) thdémensional

sm_ar-tphone as long as p_OSS|b_Ie. Every year yoé’,ﬂlctivity per wedk:person worship,|delship,

'nd Bible study is a great place torstaxan

one more year they gain an identity apart fro L uild from there.

social mediane more year they have to develop

ive functi motional lati . : .
executive function, emotional regulation, and >Zhe stakes are high for our kids and for us. TikTc

nows. And now you know too. In faayenow
nowAnd we can work together. This is not a time
or finger pointing or blaqi. Wedbve
Suckered. TheyoObve got
our brains (and our ct
Consider honethat blocks all social media ~fight.But now that we know better, we can do
Pinwheel and Gabb offer smartphones that blodRetterfogethen et us together work for a better
social media. My family has recently purchased &iture for our children and fdutwet Pastor
Pinwheel phonévww.pinwheel.com | t & s Conper
smartphone that allows a suite of appraved app

4

realiic assessment of reality, one more year the
have to develop a robustaatige imagination,
one more year they have to look people in the ey
one more year they have to form meaningful
embodied, thrd@nmensional relationships.



http://www.pinwheel.com/

are we not enough! We are sinners all the wa
down, from our head to our toes. And do | find th
thought one thousand percent more freeing tha
the reverse sentiment.

+ U I am not enough. And this $ideaven | never

wi |1 be. Romans 3: 23
you’re not enough, have sinned, t hey h a\
' glory. o (GW) And fran
and that’s okay. than thinking sinner though | be, | am enough.
Jesus is! dondét know about thad u,

| fail and fall short. | strive to be the best wife
mother, DCE, daughter, sister, aunt, and on an
on and on. | am so hard on myself trying to get
all done. Making snacks for the boys from scratc
reading good books not only to our boys but als
You were never meant to do it all. You are noin my free time, meal prepping and scratcl
enough and that is okay! Jesus is! cooking, budgeting and book keeping, maintainir

appointments and family calendars, drinking

| was put Iqst weekend in Sioux Fa"S_Ch”Stmagnough water, getting enough steps, journaling
shopping with John when we walked into a CUtﬁ‘fting three times a week, losing the extra bab

little boutique. The wind was blustering outside %eight keeping theuse in some sort of order
we ducked into one of the few open stores on mai%adiné mible daily, reading tieBto the ’

street early that morning. The smell of scente%Oys daily, finding time for in depth prayer, and c
canQIes gréed us as we tried to W"_J‘rm up by and on and on. All while also striving to crush it :
walking around a store that held no interest to n'%y desk and in the office through out the wee

hu§band. Yet, it allowed me to window shop W& nd most days feelingny bones the sentiment
waited for the toy store to open across the streetl. heard one woman utt e

While walking through the rows of trendy clothet € €1 I'i ke 1 6m failing

and gold jewelry | spiesign on the y\./all and We trick ourselves with our busy calendars, go:
laughed to myself as | read the familiar rnessaggetting, hustle culture that we can do it all, And |

ldve S 'e en posted aro us% goi_ngavvle %ngd\t/ertehﬂﬁém%élié(/e theqieY OI
enought! No read that It Ddr orks Xaeleuus. df a?theevgry?lgagt@iv

Oh boy, do we hear that sentiment a lot. Yet, #S our worth, purpose and meaning. That if we ce
laughed because | thought to myselftéxdyv ut crush it just enough then we will be accepted
wrong that saying is as a Christian. Boy, oh bogpved and seen. We often see our jobs or variot

5



vocations as functional saviors otee pgyur worth, or our value. We read this passage and lik
goodness and our fArigboodessttNV¥et LuhbeBabs
us the opposite. wedre saved by grace

that. But then we %o back to our busy lives and iy

l't"s not about what yRUonfie oppbsitedniy. Relrtiekitee N ¢

been done for you. You were never meantto dojit o | i e v i n g the lies of
all, be it all, crush it, or work yourself to the bone;‘ﬂ;S is.0o Feeling tired

That doesnagoals though they U seiecafd thie a vacation, snag a margarita af

may be good, donot sh @by nduPahd getbick dhFraciak doitigdt alf

matter what measure we measure ourselves by

we will never be done measuring. We will neveBut you are not enough. You never waligh.e

be good enough, itdéds God dainmg tdhoe iworakl li.n

i s the author armsdodp e r dverycaspeat. And that is akay. Theavork vie.do
who reaches down, lifts us up, touches us, savesot to save us. Our desks make rather disme
us and sanctifies us. We are set free from our sirgeities. And so, when we come to the end o
not by our own wor ks oorselvef, ewenfall at ghb féet of thescross énd the
Christ and his work on the cross. thiough Christ Jesus and all that he is done, ther

_ in the light of Christ we set free, made clean, goo
So, yes there will be days, many days where Wight ang beautiful. Not by our own strivings
donot me a € we &ll slnqmt.ofthNhearnyt hing wedéve done b

progress we wished to dSng.e i n ourselves. But

just the thing. Our focus is in the wrong place.

When we spend all our time trying to be the besfo, if you are weary. If you are run dowo trying

we are focusing on our own works and not omlo it all, be it all, crush it, make the holidays th

Christds work or on senmwsitngpedstflrenrst heydve e
to breathe deeply, to stop looking at yourself an

' ke ot he Godos Word trngnRdis@idiuhYouefes fpbnh&sss! At H
810 fiGod saved you thEgguysy e brdvenald s& fee, athimBet |
kindness. You had nothing to do with it. Being  « seen and | oved y
saved is a gift from uGadyced Helciime ddwh froh Redver af
anything youove done, u&8ombvigifMaryH8 metd ud Dur B
it. God has madewisat we are. He has created 455 the work for us, so that if we believe in hin
us in Christ Jesus to live lives filled with good, o 4re set free from our sins and made heirs ¢

works that he has pr ej@adigud wk ah cedss from Strivihdas Re sit

We are saved by faith not by works. But we wert the foot of the Cross. And then and only then c

made to do good wor ksWe | £8¢ a‘l)su'[thtoougdhO wtehef

t he wor k we dothdommsné'?regﬁ%reeqjsfOorurusfatio do.
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We work hard in our many vocations not as s
means of measuring our goodness or our wor
bu only out obedience to do the work he haf®
called us to do. Not in our strength but in t
strength of Christ Jesus. It is a shift in focus frg
measuring what we can accomplish, to wh
Christ can accomplish through us. Looking to lo /
others through auorks, looking to serve others ELEPHANT

through our works. M CHRISTMAS
PARTY

We are sinners from our head down to our toe o

And yet we are simultaneously saints from o [, @ Zion in the Youth Room
head down to our toes. And as both sinner a '
saint we strive to fd
the selfforgetfulness found in Christ and the
humility of following his commands that we fi
lifed nowhere else. When we recognize him a
God, removing ourselves from the center, we fi
the fenoughnesso wedv

l'tdéds not f 0 u nednot enou ur ‘ e

g His Gospel Is Peace
and we were never me Advent Devotional )
news. 0 LDCEKatryne y ) T

fLord. Help us walk Your servant way where
love may lead. And, bending low, forgetting s¢

A

each serve the othero
Godds VaDI9gRoBadLRI e,
Godds WaDI9gEpPHRsisans-2B A free daily Lutheran devotional
Stuckey, A.B. (2028)0 u Kbt Faough (and for 2024 Advent. Each entry

P Vo Il includes o Scripture passage,
JovePg. 191 short reflection, and prayer.

Pick up a copy in the Fellowship

Hall, or scan the QR code for a
free downloadable digital copy.



ARBIHE

w Created
for
Lonnection

Emotions are complex. There are so ntlaem dhat you experience each and every day. H
seemingly positive ones, are markers of strong faith in Christ. Yet, the negative feelings, su
are harder to fit into your faith. What if you rethought how you lookeahdtstanttbaseaing them
gifts from God, given to you to connect with Him?

Join licensed social worker and author Heidi Goehmann on a journey through the con
emotions to celebrate this gift from God. You'll use Scripture to seadiew I@sgeople's emot
and shows you that they are not something to be shamed. Our emotions, like the rest of us
Jesus ChrigEmotions may be complex, but God is complex. Let's talk about your emotions

What's Inside?
9 Bdiefs about Emotions
1 Misconceptions about Emotions
1 Ways to Process Emotions
1 Specific Emotions in Scripture (e.g., delight, distress, weariness, indignation)
9 Discussion Questions

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Cbllaren s Christmas -
- _‘Program

Sunday December 15th
Special Music at 6:00 pm

Program at 6:30 pm




Merry Christmas and a Happy
School Year!

>

Help Children’s Missionary
Tirzah Krey minister to kids in
The Dominican Republic!

Items Tirzah can use with children:

Dominoes, matching games, cards

Large and medium piece puzzles

Educational shapes, blocks

Dolls of different sizes.

Play animals

Children's storybooks in Spanish (Christian and
bible stories)

Notebooks or Notepads

Paper clips, thumbtacks, colorful stickers
Blue pens. White chalk for blackboard.
Letter-size manila folders. White envelopes.
Yellow envelopes with closure.

Crayons

Also needed: donations for shipping costs.

Bring items to the donation location at Zion in the
month of December.




Incarnation of Jesus Brings thethose gifts are mere shadows of and images of tf
greater and surpassing worth that is realized i

Excitement for Christmas knowing Christ (Phil-8:7For this knowing of
Christ, believers consider all other gain as los
because He is the fountain and source of ou

. . ) salvation unto eternal life.
At the time of Christmas, the question often

becomes, fiWhat gifts afncaiatbn & Rdudf Hid bfth if BethiBhe
present —are you aboUginslyRatidy © GsCidudh&rs’if excitbhehtS €
questions help with the excitement. Along with thes +he King of glory is placed into the manger i
building of expectations, many stores andyr nativity scenes and we see that God in Chri
religious devotions vallhan Advent calendar i made manifest before our eyes as a king bein

so that all throughout the season of Advent (Whi%orshiped by shepherds and magi from the Eas
focuses on the coming of Jesus both at His birth

in Bethlehem but also at His Second Coming Wit} 4re called to join in the iporsh the

glory). shepherds who went and told this message c
. , . Immanuel in the surrounding country and inspirir
Gifts and little reminders along the way suchas gn, «  h ymn fiGo Tel l it

Advent calendar help esntinue to build e are encouraged to imitate the magi who cam

excitement for the tr1 Gk, ifbhfafawd b kikdl betord theirGBlan

. _ o recogizie Him as the king of giBgstor Staehr
Families often come together during this time of

year and worship the Lord once again even if they
have not done so for many months or occasionally
years. There is something about @kribtrhis
special that brings families to the Church (where
God is truly present).

So what is this reason for the season and why
does it bring families back to Church?

The short answer is ouri
favorite ans waboutlesislises us:
so exciting that gifts are given and families are
drawn back to true worship of God in the assembly |
of believers (this is how the church is described in
Psalm 149:1). Those who praise the name of the
Lord in the assembly of the congregegion
called the Church and fellow heirs of salvation.

This gift of life and salvation surpasses all othey (Pastor and Emily Staehr Announced ihs
that you could receive this December, and, truly ~ are expecting a baby gir in February 2
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Above: Service for
Reception into
membership

Right: Confirmation
Blessing for Dalton
Morrison (Confirmation
verse: Rom. 10:9-10)

Below: Picture of our new
members from the left
(Andrea Morrison, Dalton
Morrison, Lexy Knop,
Nash Ferry, Drew Ferry,
and Pastor Staehr in the
back row)

RECEPTION INTO
MEMBERSHIP

AND

i CONFIRMATION
W AT TRINITY,
=== MANILLA

11
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Candlelight Night4

Midweek Advent
Services @ Trinity

5:30 Supper
6:30 Worship




Preschool PraisesMavember

November was a quick month and we are already thinking into the month{ .. ¥y O—
where we will really focus on the birth of Jesus and theCGlesttgnthsif . \“/‘&

v. v
‘
4 Lutheran Preschool

Manning, Touwd

We had the Fall Festival at the beginning of the month when all stude
families were invited to come and enjoy family and friends while pla
eating, and sharing their Halloween costumes. We thank the Confirma
who volunteered to help make it a success.

In November, we focused a lot on being thankful and all the things God has blessed us with! It w
all tle people and things the stadeerte thankful for. We met a new frieBele Mihankfuvho shared with
how God has blessed us with so many things to be thafkfabfoed more about manners and bein
especially table manners. We also have been talking all about our shapes and have had fun find
througbut the classroom!

We had another visit from Kelly (Nature Center) this past month and she taught us all about ty
items for them to pass around, and finished with a fun turkey craft!

Pastor Conner spoke to the kids about the Babelrwiiere God confused the languages because pe
defying him by trying to build a tower up to heaven instead of spreading throughout the World. H
the children about Abraham and Sarah and the promise that God made hddhewefioinareir old a
Abraham and Sarah's children eventually lead to Jesus, which is how they blessed the whole Wo
excited to learn all about the birth of Jesus this upcoming month of December!

We had our first conferencdabddall so that all families had the opportunity to come talk to us abo
have been going in the classroom and ask an
to comel!

Our Christmas Program will be on Wediesmayber 11th before Advent Service at 5:45 PM. We ir
come listen to the children sing their Christmas songs they have been practicing with Miss K
celebrating the birth of Jesus in the classroom during our ChristetamtmartyToemake it easier of
families, we won't be doing a gift exchange between students but instead have enough gifts for e
during our party that they will be able to enjoy in the classroom for the remainder of thp yifberf
items ranging from toys for the classroom to supplies such as stickers, markers, etc. If you are inf
towards some of the gifts, donating any school supplies, or purchasing an item from our Amazo
to reab out to Amy abnmanningpreschool@gmail.com

Miss Amy & Miss Melanie

12
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Your support allows us
share the love of Jes
with every single one
these children and th
families. Thank you!




Zion NewsletteNovembet024 Fellowsh

December Fellowship: The Fruit of Peace

On Monday, Decenther 2 0 2 4 , the Zion Fell ow
The monthly Bible study wil!/l be

cookies, candy, etc. While friends and guests are welcome at alttiellimgst
a special invitation is extended to this holiday gathering.

The fruits of the Spirit (Galatan2 8322 ar e the focus of this vy
promised to Bethlehemdbs shepmpmhehdpeam@loonyu
the Savior. The peace of Christ is the Spi

our church, family, friends, and community.

The Fellowship Club has a dedicated missionfa&cnse of t he ¢l ub6és mi s
County. Director Janette Clausen and her team provide direction to families facing an unplanned
the past year an expanded ministry site opened&tr&@9 in Denisonatidition to counseling and fa
support services, the site provides baby clothing, resources for parents, as well as a selegiilimg
the site will soon include an ultrasound machine and related services. The site prothddsrcadé
regions of western | owa. Pastor Dan Vogel
information visitvw.crossroadsofcrawfordcourdycaitthe office723934673.

Zion Lutheran Church, Manning IA
T

ADVENT
CONCERT

Featuring: : i
Zion's Praise Team
Woodwind Quartet (pre-concert, 6:30p.m.)

December 8

Freewill offering / No tickets required
Refreshments following
All invited
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OLIVERS LATLEST TWIST  Missien

OF("HRIST

SERVING THE LORD IN Taiwan Network

November 2024

I intentionally proclaim the Gospel each class to my New Testament students because Christians a
the Gospel, every day and evament to forgive, empower, renew, edify and root our lives in Jesus! C
Seminary students study to be rooted in

callings (missionary, evangelist, pastor, teaches,dar vant , counsel or

wi fe. Pastorods wife in Chinese churches

teacher, master, expert, model; MU = mother).

Herearesometrrirlynspi ri ng phot 0s

Missionary Carol Halter In the second photo she is with two pastors of thi
generation Theong Kong partner church body has grown to over 12,000 m,

has been serving for more than half a ¢dPrtofgssor Stephen Oliver

Pray For: 1. Oseminary students, for the vibrant power of the Gospel in the
2. For new generations to pass on
coll ege applications (8 so far),
and fsoisdo® m driing.

His Gospel is Peace
Zion Midweek Advent Series

\20ﬁ24
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SERVING THE LORD IN

Taiwan and All Over Asia

NEWS FROM THE FERRY FAMILY

THE FERRY FAMILY

Rev, Charles Ferry serves the
LCMS as the Regional Director for
Asia, He is responsible for all the
LCMS missionaries and mission
work in thes part of the world.
He often represents the
congregations and people of the
LCMS to our partners as we work
together toward the planting of
Lutheran Churches.
Charles and Cheryl are the
parents of seven children, three of
whom were born overseas during
Asla mssionary service.

Caleb (married to Katrina)

Caitlin (15)

Carissa (12)

Cassandra (10)

Chioe (8)

Charlotte (6)

Caylee (3)
Before moving to Taiwan in 2018,

the Ferry Family was based in
Indonesia for almost five years.

Fall 2024

To USA, India, and Other Places

The Ferry Family came back to the USA for a few weeks to do some visits
with congregations and family. Meanwhile, Charles was traveling to India for
a special occasion and meeting up with Asians in the most wonderful places,
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Above: The LCMS delegation for the
100 anniversary of the Lutheran
seminary in India

Above Left: the poster announcing the
funeral for long-time LCMS missionary
Alice Braver

Left: Ferry brings greetings and words of
encouragement at Alice’s funeral in
Ambur, India on behalfl of the LCMS,

Above: Ferry gives a presentation to the
folks at All Saints Lutheran Church in
Charlotte, North Carolina.

Lefit: Two dear Indonesian brothers from
the GKLI meet up with Ferry while
attending an LCMS pariner event in
Wittenberg, Germany.




SERVING THE LORD IN

Taiwan and All Over Asia

NEWS FROM THE FERRY FAMILY
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PLEASE PRAY FOR:

The Ferry Family as we
to refurm to J‘hr afl

either of their .".'Jrruf.l:.’n
GIVE THANKS FOR:

rs of Lutheran
ition
seminary in Nag

p ﬁ'l ances
woark in Asia
where we have been sent

Even as our family grows and
changes, we are so grateful for your
enduring partnership.

Thank you for your (rust, care,

Prayers a nd continued U or L

The Ferry Family
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Fall 2024

Above: The whole Ferry family
reunites again! We shared about
mission work in Asia at the
church where Caleb and Katrina
attend in Monterey, California.
This was the first time Caleb had
seen his mother and sisters in
over a year, making this a very
happy reunion indeed!

Left: The Ferry girls visit a real
orchard in Wisconsin belonging
o a former LCMS Asia
missionary.
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Hello everyone, greetings to you fror
Hispanic Ministry. On this Thanks
season, we are grateful knowing thg
continues to bless us as we share thq
news of our Lord Jesus Christ wit
established members and the new f
we meet ase continue with our diffe
programs, Bible studies, and wg
services. We would like to thank all
volunteers and everyone for your p
and for your support. We would not b
to do this without all of you.

On December 10, we will finish
classes with the distribution of
certificates and celebration with a p
Everyone will share Hispanic dishj
delicious food. On December 21, W
celebrate Christmas Mexican Pd
Style with lots of Higpaieod. Pleas
feel free to come and celebrate with

At Denison, we will have the Thanks
celebration on Sunday, Nov 24.
families will celebrate with many His
dishes and give thanks to God fg
many blessings and for the many
this Hispanic Ministry has bee
existence. On Decembett&2Mexica
Posada will take place with lots of

Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the Pres
Missionary at Large,
pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
571606-7600

News fromLa lglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cris

At Hartley and Carnok are almost at the end of our ESL (]

Amigos en Cristo

Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Chu
PastorPedro LopezDenison, low

as a Second Language) programs. As before, this progran
us the opportunity to share the Word of God with our stu
students and our volunteers have had the opportunity to}
also haventerest in finding out more about our church. Ex
both English and Spanish, some students are taking the
and are coming to the English services to hear the Word of
new language and making new friends with our members.

At St. Padarroll, we will be having the Thanksgiving celeb
Tuesday, November 26. We will have lots of food and wi
the Word of God with many families from the community.
come and celebrate with us and yourotievsband sisters fr
the Hispanic community

At Hartley, the Mexican Posada will take place on Dece
6:30 pm at St. Paul Lutheran Church. We will also ha
Hispanic food. This day is also the closing of the 2024 ES
in that area. Again, you are welcome to come and cileisre

At Storm Lake, we will celebrate the Mexican Christmas
Wednesday, December 18 at 7 pm. We invite you to ¢
celebrate with the Word of God and lots of food.

The worship services and Bible studies continue the sgn
site. Please continue to pray and support these amazing
ministries in your midst!

Bendiciones y hasta pronto! Pastor Lopez
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rk and Megan Mantey
ving in Kenya

rk: Associate Regional Business Managej
gan: Regional Coordinator of Care and |
elopment

The Lord Will Keep Your Going Out

Animportant psalm for the LCMS Africa region missionaries is Psalm 121. It is posted in our fiel
at many events. It is considered a traveling song, so we often picture the Israelites reciting it q
t empl e i nlift peny eyssaolthe hills. Fiorh where does my help come? My help comes
who made heaven nd earthd (Psalm 121:1

The psal mist describes how the Lord guides
121 hasomforted us as we have served throughout Africa, in both Uganda and Kenya. We pra]
Him the glory for the work that has been done through our hands, both in care, education, and
God led us to East Africa to serve elimoMyknow He leads us to serve Him back in the United Sta

As our journey continues in a different direction, we rejoice that you have been faithful in your su
care for our service. Thank you! Thank you for journeying witlowsthégaims return to Psalm 1
fiBehol d, He who keeps | srael wi | | neither
years. Our excellent support network never wavered in their prayers and care. Thank you!

We also rejoitieat we are a small part of the work done in Africa. The Holy Spirit continues to
churches, the LCMS, and alliance missionaries who serve there. Please continue to pray for the
the Gospel and train up others. TheAf@ddSegion continues to have significant needs for the chu
It could use your support, prayers, and care. If you have been supporting us as your missionarie
continue supporting the Gospel through the LCMS, pleaseMtBntactWe 6 ve i ncl u(
below.

As you pray for the vital work being done throughout Africa, please continue to pray for us. We
serve at the University of Maine at Augusta. Mark will be the Associate Direatal bfdgaandd,be 1)
Director of Counseling and Well ness. We ar
Africa. We | earned a | ot carry many preci
Thank yoagain for your faithful support, encouragement, and friendship. We look forward to ho
guides us to serve in Maine and how he continues to build the church throughout Africa.
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PLEASE PRAY:

The
almost over.

semester is
Please
pray for our students
as they prepare for
their final exams. This
is also the season
when our students,
staff and faculty will
be traveling home.
Prayers for safe
travels are

appreciated.

MUSINGS FROM MATONGO

REV. DR. WALTER & ROBYN STEELE

INTRODUCTION

FALL 2024

Serving the Lord in East Africa

Dear Fellow Partners in Christ's Mission at Zion Lutheran, Manning,

| Greetings from Kenya in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We are the Rev. Dr. Walter and Robyn Steele serving the Lord through The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), Office of International Mission.
Our current assignment is at Neema Lutheran College, Matongo, Kenya.
The college is also know by many people as Matongo Lutheran
Theological College. Itis located in western Kenya, in the Kisii highlands.

Before seminary, Walter served as an officer in the United States Navy.
After eight years he left the navy to attend Concordia Theological Seminary
(CTSFW), Fort Wayne, Indiana, graduating in 1994. He served a
congregation in Maryland before returning to the Navy as a Chaplain. The
family moved to Okinawa, Japan, from where our two children graduated
from high school. After another eight years, he was called to serve a
congregation in Pensacola and then a mission congregation in the
Antelope Valley of California. He holds a Master of Divinity and Master of
Sacred Theology from CTSFW, a Master of Theology from Princeton
Theologicl Seminary, and a Doctor of Philosophy in Theology and Culture
from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri

== Christ died for all.
that all might live for
Him. 2 cerinthians sis

Continued on next page.
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REV. DR. WALTER & ROBYN STEELE INTRODUCTION

MUSINGS FROM MATONGO FALL 2024

Serving the Lord in East Africa

Currently, Walter serves as academic dean and professor of Bible and Confessions Studies at
Neema Lutheran College in Matongo, Kenya. He also serves as an advisor in curriculum
development for schools throughout the Africa region. He has taught in-person seminars in South
Africa and Tanzania, and Zoom training for the LCMS Asia Region missionaries.

Robyn is a registered dietitian, with a degree in nutrition from New Mexico State University, and is a
member of the Academy of Dietetics and Nutrition. She serves as a Nutrition Educator for East
Africa, where she teaches nutrition and works with deaconess students. Robyn is also working
throughout the region as a member of the Shared Ministry Team, through which she provides
support for missionary families. She is currently enrolled in CTSFW as a deaconess intern, serving at
Matongo.

We met in college and married in 1978. We have two married adult children and four grandchildren,
who live in the U.S. We have been in East Africa since 2020. We have found serving the Lord in
overseas missions to be a perfect fit for us. We also constantly rejoice at our fellow LCMS Lutherans
who understand the importance of the Lord’s mission, not only back home, but throughout the world.
The churches we serve here cherish the good, clear teaching LCMS missionaries bring. None of this
would be possible without the support of Christians and congregations like you. Thank you.

In Christ's care,
Walter and Robyn Steele

Walter.Steele@LCMS.ORG
Robyn.Steele@LCMS.ORG
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Snapshots of Zi dey

Homdimited Zion member, JoAnn Thursday Afternoon Communion Service attendees
treasures her connection to Zion th the option to gather an
regular home visits. and salvation.

Zion replaces concre Zionbs Lad Zionos choi |

that had cracked & for their monthly missi worship with the beauty
sunk. focused meeting music as Taylor R. adds vi
beauty through signing.




Upcoming Events @ ZION & TRINITY

e———— T T T T T

Please Note! All times and events are subject to change

Bible Study

Sunday mornings

December 4, 11, MBlweek Advent Services

December 8

December 8

December 8

December 15

December 19

December 24

December 25

Zion: 5:45; supper follows
Trinity: 5:30 supper, 6:30 worship

Youth Group at Zion (8:9@0 p.m.)

Zion Voterso6 Meeting (aft

Advent Concert at Zion (7:00 p.m.)

Zion/ Trinity Childrenos
Student musicians (6:00 p.m.)
Programs begin (6:30 p.m.)

Afternoon Communion Service at Zion (1:30 p.m.)

Christmas Eve Services
Zion: 3:00 & 7:00
Trinity: 4:00

Chrigthas Day Services
Zion: 10:00 Brunch & Hymn Sing
Trinity: 9:00

C
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December Birthdays and Anniversaries @ Zion &

Birthdays(T = Trinity) Anniversaries
1. Robert Ewoldt ~ 14. JR Halbur 3. Gene & Colene Lohrmann
Takara Hoffmeier ~ Neeka Jacobsen 4 kar| & Angela Albertsen
Debra Janssen  15. Miranda Lingle (T§ steve & Nancy Muhlbauer, : :
2. Melodie Boell (T) 16. Mabel Langel g Richard & Beth Mundt /W€ missed ouisspelled
Renee Grimm ~ 17. Lonnie Jahn (T) 10 \wyatt & Sylvia Bandow (77276 please info

Kamryn Ketcham Taylor R_oe 12. Robert & Linnet Nissen the church office.
Stephen Muhlbauei8. Zane Diersen 13 Greg & Amber Neumann
Emma Schwieso Pryoday Miller 14. Keith Zonya Benna
4. Ryker Diersen Addison Weller Bruce & Mary Grimm
Janet Gruhn 19. Gracelyn Pinney 53 ¢4l & Carol French
Tracie Kurth 20. Casie Eischeid 59 glen & Shirley Ahrendsen
5. Tiffani Beck Courtney Eischeid  kent & Karen Vollstedt
Jase Hull Kourtney Grimm
Ross Kusel 21. Carson Swanson (T)
Brian Lage 22. Kathy Vollstedt
6. JoAnn Petersen 23. Shane Boeck (T)
Eryn Ramsey Joyce Schroeder

Nancy Wanninger ~ Gary Witt
7. Beverly Graves  24. Brittany Page

Mike Heaton 25. Ben Booth
8. Owen Grabill Chris Greving
Annette Hilsabeck  Carol Joens (T)
Brian Stoberl 26. Brody Chapman
9. Deb Birks (T) Larry Mahnke Official Acts
Piper Doyel Laurene Meeves | it

- : . Trinity: i
27. Eric Ramse ! i . . !
Wade Ranniger ed + 11/23 Lexi Knop and Morrison Family (Dalton, Andreé
10. Athena Bess 28. Blake Diersen | 4 Walk ¢ etmbershi
Breyton Johnson Mila Irlbeck (T) and Walker) acceptancemaimbership
Keaton Otto Elissa Riesberg

. 11/23 Dalton Morrison confirmed i
Martin Wanninger Bi”y Weitl L e e e e e e e eimiml H

11. Michell Lile (T) 29. Caden Muhlbauer, /0. QUI-Prayers ... .
Jaxen Vollstedt 30. Cody Eischeid i KentRutz, Bruce Rutz, Steve/Rhéna Bess, Kaui Jenk;
12. Everlynn Bauer Erica Lohrmann | Jim Deevers, Rick Spack, Justeen Schwieso, Shert

Mike Bruch Ellie Saunders (T)! Judy Reinke Er n i éndaw), Donina Roser, PauIaW
Zoey Heaton GingerWardrip ; ( Max Beckds sister), Auc
Pam Sebring (T) 31. Larry Ahrendsen ! granddaughter), Karen Vollstedt, Stacey Rolenz an
13. Tricia Beck Amber Ehlers i Myers (daughters of Shelly Helmich), Myra Luetje |
Courtney Grabill Ellie Ranniger i CClclllll. i



