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The Poetry of the Incarnation 
 

 
The soul needs poetry. It needs poetry like an 
artistôs canvas needs color and a musicianôs score 
needs notes. Without poetry, the soul hardens, 
dries, and cracks. Eventually, it dies to beauty.  
 

But poetry isnôt practical, so many see no need for 
it. It isnôt instantly usable or immediately clear. Its 
meaning isnôt plain and it doesnôt yield to cursory 
readings. Poetry is art, art that invites 
contemplation and study. And those who pause to 
appreciate it find a mysterious potency, a living 
beauty that lifts the reader above the words on the 
page into a place where truth lives in hope-filled 
pictures, vibrant colors, and soaring melodies.  
 

Nearly a third of Scripture is poetry and all of our 
hymns are poetry. If we do not pause to ponder 
them, if we run roughshod over them because 
their meaning isnôt plain, our souls will eventually 
confine themselves to a plain life absent beauty. 
We will simply be unable to appreciate not only the 
beauty of what God has said, but also beauty of 
what God has done.  
 

As we move toward Christmas, toward the 
incarnation of God, we draw near something so 
marvelous, so mysterious, and so beautiful, that 
plain words simply seem insufficient. To assist 
your contemplation of Christmas, I have included 
a poem/hymn by one of the churchôs greatest 
Christian hymn writers, Paul Gerhardt.1 Pastor 
Gerhardt was trained in the school of affliction, 
studying for ministry in Germany during the Thirty 
Yearsô War (1618-1648), losing his wife and all but 
one child to early death, and being evicted from 
his beloved parish by his government that had 

                                           
1 Our hymnal, Lutheran Service Book, has 17 of Pastor 
Gerhardtôs hymns.  

tried to force him to reject his Lutheran confession 
in favor of Reformed doctrine. He knew suffering, 
but his hymns reflect not bitterness, but joy, 
contentment, and hope in Jesus.    
 

Linger over his words. Read them aloud. Hear 
them. Consider them.2 Let the poetry water your 
soul and produce the fruit of joy and wonder. Ł 
Pastor Conner      
 

1 Come, your hearts and voices raising, 
Christ the Lord with gladness praising; 
Loudly sing His love amazing, 
    Worthy folk of Christendom. 

 

2 Christ, from heavôn to us descending 
And in love our race befriending; 
In our need His help extending, 
    Saved us from the wily foe. 

 

3 Jacobôs star in all its splendor 
Beams with comfort sweet and tender, 
Forcing Satan to surrender, 
    Breaking all the powôrs of hell. 

 

4 From the bondage that oppressed us, 
From sinôs fetters that possessed us, 
From the grief that sore distressed us, 
    We, the captives, now are free. 

 

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 
When by faith we grasp this blessing, 
And to You we come confessing 
    That Your love has set us free. 

 

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 
From Your lowly manger cheer us, 
Gently lead us and be near us 
    Till we join Your choir above. 

2 If you find yourself unsure of some of the language or 
Biblical allusions (for there are many), you are welcome 
to visit with me. Iôd enjoy the conversation!  
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TikTok Knew 
 
This should come as a 
surprise to no one, but 
TikTok knew. According 
to recent court filings by 
14 attorneys generals, 
TikTok knew their 

platform was endangering and harming minors 
and they not only did nearly nothing to stop it, but 
actively pursued priorities that would make the 
situation worse. This adds to a growing mountain 
of evidence on the serious and lasting harms 
social media is inflicting on users,3 especially 
children.  
 

Last year the Wall Street Journal ran a series of 
disturbingly revealing articles on the harms 
Facebook and Instagram knew they were causing 
children, harms they did effectively nothing to 
mitigate. One article detailed results discovered 
through test accounts registered to fictitious 
children:  
 

Instagram's system served jarring doses of 
salacious content to those test accounts, 
including risqué footage of children as well as 
overtly sexual adult videosé 
 

Findings detailed in other articles are too explicit 
to detail here, but Facebook and Instagram knew. 
They knew their product was destroying mental 
health, spiking depression and anxiety, and 
exacerbating young peopleôs body issues. Taking 
real and effective action would have killed 
ñengagementò and tanked revenue. So kids were 
sacrificed for profit.  
 

                                           
3 The fact that people using social media are called 
users should be eye-opening. The thing drug dealers 
know about their product is that the more addictive it is, 
the greater their profit potential. To be clear, the 

In this most recent exposing of social mediaôs 
deleterious effects on users, especially youth, 
leaked internal documents from TikTok executives 
and team members show that they saw 
themselves in an ñarms race for attentionò against 
other social media giants, one they could only win 
if they moved forward with their addiction-inducing 
algorithms and never-ending, rapid-fire videos. 
And thatôs what they didé with precision. 
Documents reveal that they knew exactly how 
long it would take to get the average user 
ñaddicted to the platform:ò 35 minutes. If they 
could keep usersô attention for 35 minutes, they 
could induce addiction. And young people were 
prime targets. TikTokôs research showed, ñAs 
expected, across most engagement metrics, the 
younger the user, the better the performanceò 
because ñMinors do not have executive function to 
control their screen timeéò TikTok knew. They 
knew they were exploiting children.     
 

And they knew what excessive screen time did to 
people, especially children:  
 

Compulsive usage correlates with a slew of 
negative mental health effects like loss of 
analytical skills, memory formation, contextual 
thinking, conversational depth, and increased 
anxiety. 

 

How can this not move us to weep! And Tiktok 
knew! Further, according to their own documents, 
TikTok knew, 
 

Compulsive usage also interferes with personal 
responsibilities like sufficient sleep, work/school 
responsibilities, and connecting with loved 
ones. 

problem isnôt a company earning a profit; the problem 
is the company designing a product to be addictive so 
as to profit off its victims.   
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This is utterly devastating and TikTok knew. One 
executive offered this:  
 

I think we need to be cognizant of what [the app] 
might mean for other opportunities. And when I 
say other opportunities, I literally mean sleep, 
and eating, and moving around the room, and 
looking at someone in the eyes. 

 

TikTok knew its platform actively interfered with 
sleeping, eating, moving around the room, even 
looking at someone in the eye! How can we not 
read this and ache in our soul?  
 

In public, TikTok touted its scree-time reminder, 
the nudge the platform was to offer users after 
they had exceeded a certain amount of continuous 
usage, but internal documents show that these 
were more about providing a useful ñtalking pointò 
that would improve ñpublic trust in the TikTok 
platform via media coverageò and not about 
actually reducing screen-time. In reality, the tools 
resulted in a paltry 1.5 minute drop in usage (from 
teens using for 108.5 minutes per day to 107)! 
What meaningful difference would anyone expect 
from 1.5 minutes less in front of their platform? 
Internal communication, in fact, showed that their 
goal was ñnot to reduce the time spentò on its 
platform but to ñcontribute to DAU [daily active 
users] and retentionò of users.  
 

If that meant destroying a childôs perception of 
reality, so be it. If that meant interfering with sleep, 
school, and meaningful, three-dimensional 
connection with family, so be it. If that meant 
robbing a child from the ability to look another 
human in the eye, robbing them from the deep, 
emotional bond such eye contact produces, so be 
it. They were in an arms race for usersô attention. 
The goal was to win even if it mean children (and 
all of society) lost. TikTok knew. 
 

And TikTok knew its ñbeauty filtersò were 
destroying young peopleôs mental health and self-
perception. These beauty filters alter facial 
features, raising cheekbones, strengthening 
jawlines, enlarging lips and eyes, reducing waist 
sizes and marks of age. Besides being a lie, these 
filters propagate a narrow and arbitrarily chosen 
perception of what counts as beautiful, a definition 
only a fraction of a percent of real people meet. 
The appôs algorithms go so far as prioritize its 
definition of beautiful people, ensuring they are 
viewed more often than those it deems not 
attractive. How could this not distort usersô 
perception of their selves and of reality? How 
could this not leave users feeling perpetually 
inadequate and insufficient? How could this not 
exacerbate body issues? TikTok knew.  
 

TikTok also knew that its content moderation, 
which it touts in public, was a sham. TikTokôs 
documents refer to its substantial ñleakageò rates. 
This refers to the rates at which illicit (i.e. sinful and 
evil) images ñleakò through the defense systems 
that are supposed to protect users. Documents 
show the following leakage rates: 
 

¶ 35.71% of ñNormalization of Pedophiliaò 

¶ 33.33% of ñMinor Sexual Solicitationò 

¶ 39.13% of ñMinor Physical Abuseò (physical 
abuse of minors) 

¶ 30.36% of ñLeading minors off platformò (i.e., 
to illicit content off the TikTok platform) 

¶ 50% of ñGlorification of Minor Sexual Assaultò 

¶ 100% of ñFetishizing Minors.ò 
 

For every 100 videos trying to normalize 
pedophilia, 35 got through the content filters! For 
every 100 videos featuring a minor being sexually 
solicited, 33 got through! But weôre not dealing in 
hundreds; weôre dealing in millions! This is 
unconscionable. And TikTok knew. They knew all 
of it. They still know all of it.  
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Documents also show that they knew underage 
streamers were receiving digital currency on their 
app in exchange for stripping. In fact, these 
documents show ña highò number of these 
incidences. In fact, in one month TikTok 
documents show that one million ñgiftsò were sent 
to kids for such illicit purposes. TikTok knew.  
 

If they knew all of this and took no meaningful 
action to protect children (or adults), do we really 
think anything will move them to do it? Surely not. 
Social media companies donôt care about your 
kids. And they donôt care about you. To them, you 
and your children are users. What they care about 
is producing the most addictive drug possible to 
keep their users hooked and dependent. Theyôve 
duped us long enough. Itôs time for us to take 
control. Itôs time for us to rescue our kids. Itôs time 
for us to break free.  
 

Armed with what we know, we must take action. 
Iôll offer a few suggestions. You can decide how 
serious you want to get. Iôll warn you up front, 
though, this wonôt be easy. You shouldnôt expect it 
to be.  
 

Delay, delay, delay! Delay giving your children a 
smartphone as long as possible. Every year you 
wait is one more year their brains have to mature, 
one more year they gain an identity apart from 
social media, one more year they have to develop 
executive function, emotional regulation, and a 
realistic assessment of reality, one more year they 
have to develop a robust and active imagination, 
one more year they have to look people in the eye, 
one more year they have to form meaningful, 
embodied, three-dimensional relationships.  
 

Consider a phone that blocks all social media. 
Pinwheel and Gabb offer smartphones that block 
social media. My family has recently purchased a 
Pinwheel phone (www.pinwheel.com). Itôs a 
smartphone that allows a suite of approved apps 

(including Life360 and Spotify), blocks all social 
media, has no internet browser, and allows only 
approved individuals to text our child (and copies 
all conversation to our parent portal). Itôs not as 
easy to setup as a normal smartphone and it 
requires an added subscription expense, but it 
allows us to moderate what content our child has 
access to and who has access to our child. We all 
spend money on a lot of things for our kids. This is 
one Iôm happy to spend money on.  
 

Prioritize un-pixelated, three-dimensional 
activities. Review all the things TikTok (and all 
social media) steals from children (and adults) 
(meaningful connections with loved ones built on 
eye contact, the formation of analytical skills, 
contextual thinking, deep, in-person 
conversations, etc.) and give yourself to these 
things with gusto. Eat meals together as a family 
(if youôre single, find meaningful, in-person 
gatherings, especially ones centered around 
food). Read books. Read books with others. Talk 
about them. Get outside and enjoy creation. Play 
sports. Learn an instrument. Go to a concert. 
Acquire a new skill or hobby. Intentionally engage 
in at least one meaningful un-pixelated (i.e. no 
individualized screen involved) three-dimensional 
activity per week. In-person worship, fellowship, 
and Bible study is a great place to start! You can 
build from there.  
 
The stakes are high for our kids and for us. TikTok 
knows. And now you know too. In fact, now we 
know. And we can work together. This is not a time 
for finger pointing or blaming. Weôve all been 
suckered. Theyôve got a supercomputer pointed at 
our brains (and our childrenôs brains)! Itôs not a fair 
fight. But now that we know better, we can do 
better together. Let us together work for a better 
future for our children and for our future. Ł Pastor 
Conner  

http://www.pinwheel.com/
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You were never meant to do it all. You are not 

enough and that is okay! Jesus is! 

I was out last weekend in Sioux Falls Christmas 

shopping with John when we walked into a cute 

little boutique. The wind was blustering outside as 

we ducked into one of the few open stores on main 

street early that morning. The smell of scented 

candles greeted us as we tried to warm up by 

walking around a store that held no interest to my 

husband. Yet, it allowed me to window shop we 

waited for the toy store to open across the street.  

While walking through the rows of trendy clothes 

and gold jewelry I spied a sign on the wall and 

laughed to myself as I read the familiar message 

Iôve seen posted around a lot lately. ñYou are 

enough! No read that again! You are enough!ò  

Oh boy, do we hear that sentiment a lot. Yet, I 

laughed because I thought to myself how utterly 

wrong that saying is as a Christian. Boy, oh boy 

are we not enough! We are sinners all the way 

down, from our head to our toes. And do I find that 

thought one thousand percent more freeing than 

the reverse sentiment.  

I am not enough. And this side of heaven I never 

will be. Romans 3:23 states, ñBecause all people 

have sinned, they have fallen short of Godôs 

glory.ò (GW) And frankly, I find that more freeing 

than thinking sinner though I be, I am enough. I 

donôt know about you, but I am reminded daily that 

I fail and fall short. I strive to be the best wife, 

mother, DCE, daughter, sister, aunt, and on and 

on and on. I am so hard on myself trying to get it 

all done. Making snacks for the boys from scratch, 

reading good books not only to our boys but also 

in my free time, meal prepping and scratch 

cooking, budgeting and book keeping, maintaining 

appointments and family calendars, drinking 

enough water, getting enough steps, journaling, 

lifting three times a week, losing the extra baby 

weight, keeping the house in some sort of order, 

reading my Bible daily, reading the Bible to the 

boys daily, finding time for in depth prayer, and on 

and on and on. All while also striving to crush it at 

my desk and in the office through out the week. 

And most days feeling in my bones the sentiment 

I heard one woman utter breathlessly this week, ñI 

feel like Iôm failing everyone and everything!ò  

We trick ourselves with our busy calendars, goal 

setting, hustle culture that we can do it all. And in 

so doing we inadvertently start to believe the lie 

that our works save us. Or at the very least give 

us our worth, purpose and meaning. That if we can 

crush it just enough then we will be accepted, 

loved and seen. We often see our jobs or various 
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vocations as functional saviors to prove our 

goodness and our ñrightòness. Yet the Bible tells 

us the opposite.  

It's not about what you do. Itôs about what has 

been done for you. You were never meant to do it 

all, be it all, crush it, or work yourself to the bones. 

That doesnôt save you. Your goals, though they 

may be good, donôt shout your value or worth. No 

matter what measure we measure ourselves by 

we will never be done measuring. We will never 

be good enough, itôs God doing the work in us. He 

is the author and perfector of our faith. Itôs God 

who reaches down, lifts us up, touches us, saves 

us and sanctifies us. We are set free from our sins 

not by our own works or ñenoughòness, but by 

Christ and his work on the cross.  

So, yes there will be days, many days where we 

donôt measure up. Where we fall short of the 

progress we wished to see in ourselves. But thatôs 

just the thing. Our focus is in the wrong place. 

When we spend all our time trying to be the best 

we are focusing on our own works and not on 

Christôs work or on serving others.  

I like the Godôs Word translation of Ephesians 2: 

8-10 ñGod saved you through faith as an act of 

kindness. You had nothing to do with it. Being 

saved is a gift from God. Itôs not the result of 

anything youôve done, so no one can brag about 

it. God has made us what we are. He has created 

us in Christ Jesus to live lives filled with good 

works that he has prepared for us to do.ò  

We are saved by faith not by works. But we were 

made to do good works. Itôs as though we forget 

the work we do doesnôt give us our faith, or our 

worth, or our value. We read this passage and like 

good little Lutherans we think to ourselves, ñYup 

weôre saved by grace not works righteous!ò I know 

that. But then we go back to our busy lives and live 

the complete opposite way. We trick ourselves to 

believing the lies of society that ñYou are enough! 

As is.ò Feeling tired from doing it all then do some 

self-care, take a vacation, snag a margarita at 

happy hour, and get back on track at doing it all.  

But you are not enough. You never will be enough. 

You canôt do it all. You canôt crush it every day in 

every aspect. And that is okay. The work we do is 

not to save us. Our desks make rather dismal 

deities. And so, when we come to the end of 

ourselves, we fall at the feet of the cross and there 

through Christ Jesus and all that he is done, there 

in the light of Christ we set free, made clean, good, 

right and beautiful. Not by our own strivings or 

anything weôve done but by everything Christ has 

done.  

So, if you are weary. If you are run down trying to 

do it all, be it all, crush it, make the holidays the 

most perfect theyôve ever been. Take this moment 

to breathe deeply, to stop looking at yourself and 

your goals and turn your eyes upon Jesus. At his 

feet you are forgiven and set free, at his feet you 

are seen and loved, you donôt have to strive to get 

closer to God. He came down from heaven and 

was born of a virgin Mary. He came to us. Our God 

does the work for us, so that if we believe in him, 

we are set free from our sins and made heirs of 

King Jesus. We can cease from striving as we sit 

at the foot of the Cross. And then and only then do 

we set out to do the ñgood works that he has 

prepared for us to do.ò  
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We work hard in our many vocations not as a 

means of measuring our goodness or our worth, 

but only out obedience to do the work he has 

called us to do. Not in our strength but in the 

strength of Christ Jesus. It is a shift in focus from 

measuring what we can accomplish, to what 

Christ can accomplish through us. Looking to love 

others through our works, looking to serve others 

through our works.  

We are sinners from our head down to our toes. 

And yet we are simultaneously saints from our 

head down to our toes. And as both sinner and 

saint we strive to forget ourselves. ñIt is through 

the self-forgetfulness found in Christ and the 

humility of following his commands that we find 

lifeðnowhere else. When we recognize him as 

God, removing ourselves from the center, we find 

the ñenoughnessò weôve been craving.  

Itôs not found in ourselves. We are not enough, 

and we were never meant to be. Thatôs good 

news.ò (Stuckey) Ł DCE Kathryn  

ñLord. Help us walk Your servant way wherever 

love may lead. And, bending low, forgetting self 

each serve the otherôs need.ñ (LSB #857) 

Godôs Word Bible, 2019, Romans 3:23 

Godôs Word Bible, 2019, Ephesisans 2:8-10 

Stuckey, A.B. (2020) Youôre Not Enough (and 

thatôs okay) Escaping the Toxic Culture of Self-

love. Pg. 191.  
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Emotions are complex. There are so many of them that you experience each and every day. Happy, or 
seemingly positive ones, are markers of strong faith in Christ. Yet, the negative feelings, such a grief or anger, 
are harder to fit into your faith. What if you rethought how you looked at emotions and started seeing them as 
gifts from God, given to you to connect with Him?  
 
Join licensed social worker and author Heidi Goehmann on a journey through the complexities of your 
emotions to celebrate this gift from God. You'll use Scripture to see how God handles His people's emotions 
and shows you that they are not something to be shamed. Our emotions, like the rest of us, are redeemed in 
Jesus Christ. Emotions may be complex, but God is complex. Let's talk about your emotions together.  
 
What's Inside? 

¶ Beliefs about Emotions 

¶ Misconceptions about Emotions 

¶ Ways to Process Emotions 

¶ Specific Emotions in Scripture (e.g., delight, distress, weariness, indignation)  

¶ Discussion Questions 
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Incarnation of Jesus Brings the 

Excitement for Christmas 

 

At the time of Christmas, the question often 
becomes, ñWhat gifts are you going to give or what 
present are you about to receive?ò These 
questions help with the excitement. Along with the 
building of expectations, many stores and 
religious devotions will have an Advent calendar 
so that all throughout the season of Advent (which 
focuses on the coming of Jesus both at His birth 
in Bethlehem but also at His Second Coming with 
glory).  
 
Gifts and little reminders along the way such as an 
Advent calendar help us continue to build 
excitement for the true ñreason of the season.ò  
 
Families often come together during this time of 
year and worship the Lord once again even if they 
have not done so for many months or occasionally 
years. There is something about Christmas that is 
special that brings families to the Church (where 
God is truly present).  
 
So what is this reason for the season and why 
does it bring families back to Church? 
 
The short answer is our Sunday School childrenôs 
favorite answer: ñJesusò. Yet, what about Jesus is 
so exciting that gifts are given and families are 
drawn back to true worship of God in the assembly 
of believers (this is how the church is described in 
Psalm 149:1). Those who praise the name of the 
Lord in the assembly of the congregation are 
called the Church and fellow heirs of salvation.  
 
This gift of life and salvation surpasses all others 
that you could receive this December, and, truly, 

those gifts are mere shadows of and images of the 
greater and surpassing worth that is realized in 
knowing Christ (Phil. 3:7-9). For this knowing of 
Christ, believers consider all other gain as loss 
because He is the fountain and source of our 
salvation unto eternal life. 
 
The Incarnation of Jesus at His birth in Bethlehem 
brings great joy to us, and it ushers in excitement 
as the King of glory is placed into the manger in 
our nativity scenes and we see that God in Christ 
is made manifest before our eyes as a king being 
worshiped by shepherds and magi from the East.  
 
We are called to join in the worship of the 
shepherds who went and told this message of 
Immanuel in the surrounding country and inspiring 
the hymn ñGo Tell it on the Mountain.ò Likewise, 
we are encouraged to imitate the magi who came 
even from far away to kneel before their God and 
recognize Him as the king of glory. -Pastor Staehr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (Pastor and Emily Staehr Announced that they 

are expecting a baby girl in February 2025) 
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Candlelight Nights 
 

Midweek Advent 
Services @ Trinity 

 
5:30 Supper 

6:30 Worship 



12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preschool Praises for November  
 
November was a quick month and we are already thinking into the month of December 
where we will really focus on the birth of Jesus and the best gift of Christmas! 
 
We had the Fall Festival at the beginning of the month when all students and their 
families were invited to come and enjoy family and friends while playing games, 
eating, and sharing their Halloween costumes. We thank the Confirmation students 
who volunteered to help make it a success.  
 
In November, we focused a lot on being thankful and all the things God has blessed us with! It was fun to hear about 
all the people and things the students were thankful for. We met a new friend, Mr. Bee Thankful, who shared with us 
how God has blessed us with so many things to be thankful for!  We learned more about manners and being polite, 
especially table manners. We also have been talking all about our shapes and have had fun finding different shapes 
throughout the classroom! 
 
We had another visit from Kelly (Nature Center) this past month and she taught us all about turkeys, brought fun 
items for them to pass around, and finished with a fun turkey craft! 
 
Pastor Conner spoke to the kids about the Tower of Babel where God confused the languages because people were 
defying him by trying to build a tower up to heaven instead of spreading throughout the World. He also shared with 
the children about Abraham and Sarah and the promise that God made to them for a child, even in their old age. 
Abraham and Sarah's children eventually lead to Jesus, which is how they blessed the whole World. The children are 
excited to learn all about the birth of Jesus this upcoming month of December! 
 
We had our first conferences for the fall so that all families had the opportunity to come talk to us about how things 
have been going in the classroom and ask any questions. Itôs been a great year so far and we are excited for what is 
to come! 
 
Our Christmas Program will be on Wednesday, December 11th before Advent Service at 5:45 PM. We invite you to 
come listen to the children sing their Christmas songs they have been practicing with Miss Kathryn. We will be 
celebrating the birth of Jesus in the classroom during our Christmas party celebration. To make it easier on the 
families, we won't be doing a gift exchange between students but instead have enough gifts for each student to open 
during our party that they will be able to enjoy in the classroom for the remainder of the year. We wrap up different 
items ranging from toys for the classroom to supplies such as stickers, markers, etc. If you are interested in donating 
towards some of the gifts, donating any school supplies, or purchasing an item from our Amazon wish list, feel free 
to reach out to Amy at zionmanningpreschool@gmail.com.  
 
 
Miss Amy & Miss Melanie 
 
 
 
 

mailto:zionmanningpreschool@gmail.com
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Your support allows us to 
share the love of Jesus 
with every single one of 
these children and their 
families. Thank you!  
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Zion NewsletterðNovember 2024 Fellowship 
 
 

December Fellowship: The Fruit of Peace 
 

On Monday, December 9, 2024, the Zion Fellowship Club will ñtasteò the fruit of Peace. 
The monthly Bible study will be followed by the ñtasteò of Christmas favorites: pastries, 
cookies, candy, etc.  While friends and guests are welcome at all fellowship gatherings, 
a special invitation is extended to this holiday gathering. 

 
The fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) are the focus of this yearôs Fellowship Club Bible study. The peace 
promised to Bethlehemôs shepherds: ñGlory to God in the highest and on earth peaceò (Luke 2:14) is ours through 
the Savior.  The peace of Christ is the Spiritôs gift to us in all seasons. We are blessed to be instruments of peace in 
our church, family, friends, and community.  
 
The Fellowship Club has a dedicated mission focus. One of the clubôs mission projects is Crossroads of Crawford 
County. Director Janette Clausen and her team provide direction to families facing an unplanned pregnancy. Within 
the past year an expanded ministry site opened at 139 7th Street in Denison. In addition to counseling and family 
support services, the site provides baby clothing, resources for parents, as well as a selection of gifts. God-willing 
the site will soon include an ultrasound machine and related services.  The site provides services to the broader 
regions of western Iowa. Pastor Dan Vogel offers pastoral support for the Crossroadsô staff and board.  For more 

information visit www.crossroadsofcrawfordcounty.org or call the office at 712-393-4673.       
 

 

http://www.crossroadsofcrawfordcounty.org/
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I intentionally proclaim the Gospel each class to my New Testament students because Christians also continually need 
the Gospel, every day and every moment to forgive, empower, renew, edify and root our lives in Jesus! China Lutheran 
Seminary students study to be rooted in Godôs Word, His Gospel, to grow in faith and prepare to serve in a variety of 
callings (missionary, evangelist, pastor, teacher, lay servant, counselor, etc.), including the special calling of pastorôs 
wife. Pastorôs wife in Chinese churches is a special calling, endowed with the special and honored title: SHIMU (SHI = 
teacher, master, expert, model; MU = mother). 
 
Here are some truly inspiring photos from our Hong Kong partner church bodyôs 75th 
anniversary celebration! Old friend, President Allen Yung (tallest), stands with longtime 
Missionary Carol Halter. In the second photo she is with two pastors of the next young 
generation. The Hong Kong partner church body has grown to over 12,000 members in 
their Gospel proclamation. God has influenced a few generations through Carol since she 
has been serving for more than half a century! Ł Professor Stephen Oliver  
 
Pray For: 1. Our seminary students, for the vibrant power of the Gospel in their lives. 
2. For new generations to pass on the strong proclamation of the Gospel. 3. Isaacôs 
college applications (8 so far), for Godôs direction and guidance. 4. Teaching, serving 
and for Godôs wisdom in writing. 
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Amigos en Cristo 
     News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cristo:  

Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church  
 Pastor Pedro Lopez, Denison, Iowa  December 2024 

 
Hello everyone, greetings to you from your 
Hispanic Ministry. On this Thanksgiving 
season, we are grateful knowing that God 
continues to bless us as we share the good 
news of our Lord Jesus Christ with our 
established members and the new friends 
we meet as we continue with our different 
programs, Bible studies, and worship 
services. We would like to thank all of our 
volunteers and everyone for your prayers 
and for your support. We would not be able 
to do this without all of you.  
 

 
Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the President  
Missionary at Large, 
pedro@iowadistrictwest.org,  
571-606-7600 

At St. Paul-Carroll, we will be having the Thanksgiving celebration on 
Tuesday, November 26. We will have lots of food and will celebrate 
the Word of God with many families from the community. Feel free to 
come and celebrate with us and your new brothers and sisters from 
the Hispanic community 
 

At Hartley and Carroll, we are almost at the end of our ESL (English 
as a Second Language) programs. As before, this program has given 
us the opportunity to share the Word of God with our students. Our 
students and our volunteers have had the opportunity to learn and 
also have interest in finding out more about our church. Exposed to 
both English and Spanish, some students are taking the opportunity 
and are coming to the English services to hear the Word of God in the 
new language and making new friends with our members.  
 

At Hartley, the Mexican Posada will take place on December 2 at 
6:30 pm at St. Paul Lutheran Church. We will also have lots of 
Hispanic food. This day is also the closing of the 2024 ESL session 
in that area. Again, you are welcome to come and celebrate with us.  
 

On December 10, we will finish the 
classes with the distribution of the 
certificates and celebration with a potluck. 
Everyone will share Hispanic dishes of 
delicious food. On December 21, we will 
celebrate Christmas Mexican Posada 
Style with lots of Hispanic food. Please 
feel free to come and celebrate with us!  
 
At Denison, we will have the Thanksgiving 
celebration on Sunday, Nov 24. Our 
families will celebrate with many Hispanic 
dishes and give thanks to God for the 
many blessings and for the many years 
this Hispanic Ministry has been in 
existence. On December 22, the Mexican 
Posada will take place with lots of food. 
Please come and celebrate with us.  
 
 

At Storm Lake, we will celebrate the Mexican Christmas Posada on 
Wednesday, December 18 at 7 pm. We invite you to come and 
celebrate with the Word of God and lots of food.  
 

The worship services and Bible studies continue the same at every 
site. Please continue to pray and support these amazing people and 
ministries in your midst!  
 

Bendiciones y hasta pronto! Pastor Lopez 
 

mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
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The Lord Will Keep Your Going Out 
 
An important psalm for the LCMS Africa region missionaries is Psalm 121. It is posted in our field office and visible 
at many events. It is considered a traveling song, so we often picture the Israelites reciting it on their way to the 
temple in Jerusalem. ñI lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earthò (Psalm 121:1Ł2). 
 
The psalmist describes how the Lord guides, leads, and protects us on our earthly journey. Godôs word from Psalm 
121 has comforted us as we have served throughout Africa, in both Uganda and Kenya. We praise God and give 
Him the glory for the work that has been done through our hands, both in care, education, and financial ministries. 
God led us to East Africa to serve Him! We now know He leads us to serve Him back in the United States. 
 
As our journey continues in a different direction, we rejoice that you have been faithful in your support, prayers, and 
care for our service. Thank you! Thank you for journeying with us. Again, our thoughts return to Psalm 121:3, 
ñBehold, He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.ò The Lord has watched over us all these past eight 
years. Our excellent support network never wavered in their prayers and care. Thank you! 
 
We also rejoice that we are a small part of the work done in Africa. The Holy Spirit continues to guide the local 
churches, the LCMS, and alliance missionaries who serve there. Please continue to pray for their vital work to share 
the Gospel and train up others. The LCMS Africa region continues to have significant needs for the churches there. 
It could use your support, prayers, and care. If you have been supporting us as your missionaries and would like to 
continue supporting the Gospel through the LCMS, please contact LCMS. Weôve included contact information 
below. 
 
As you pray for the vital work being done throughout Africa, please continue to pray for us. We are transitioning to 
serve at the University of Maine at Augusta. Mark will be the Associate Director of Finance, and Megan will be the 
Director of Counseling and Wellness. We are thankful for our time to serve alongside the Lordôs people in East 
Africa. We learned a lot, carry many precious memories, and have seen the Lordôs work done time and time again. 
Thank you again for your faithful support, encouragement, and friendship. We look forward to how the Holy Spirit 
guides us to serve in Maine and how he continues to build the church throughout Africa. 
 
 

 

 

 

Introducing Rev. Mark and Megan Mantey 

Serving in Uganda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark and Megan Mantey 
Serving in Kenya  
 
Mark: Associate Regional Business Manager 
Megan: Regional Coordinator of Care and 
Development 
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Continued on next page.  
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Snapshots of Zion 

é 
 

é 
 

Home-limited Zion member, JoAnn P. 
treasures her connection to Zion through 
regular home visits.  

Thursday Afternoon Communion Service attendees treasure 
the option to gather and receive Godôs gifts of forgiveness, life, 
and salvation.  

Zion replaces concrete 
that had cracked and 
sunk.  

Zionôs choir enhances our 
worship with the beauty of 
music as Taylor R. adds visual 
beauty through signing.  

Zionôs Ladies Aid gathers 
for their monthly mission-
focused meeting  
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Please Note! All times and events are subject to change 
 
Bible Study Sunday mornings  
 
 
December 4, 11, 18 Midweek Advent Services 
 Zion: 5:45; supper follows 
 Trinity: 5:30 supper, 6:30 worship  
 
 
December 8 Youth Group at Zion (3:00 Ł 4:00 p.m.) 
 
 
December 8 Zion Votersô Meeting (after worship) 
 
 
December 8 Advent Concert at Zion (7:00 p.m.) 
 
 
December 15 Zion/Trinity Childrenôs Christmas Program  
 Student musicians (6:00 p.m.) 
 Programs begin (6:30 p.m.) 
 
 
December 19 Afternoon Communion Service at Zion (1:30 p.m.) 
 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve Services 
 Zion: 3:00 & 7:00 
 Trinity: 4:00  
 
 
December 25 Christmas Day Services 
 Zion: 10:00 Brunch & Hymn Sing 
 Trinity: 9:00 
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Trinity: 
11/23 Lexi Knop and Morrison Family (Dalton, Andrea, Wesley, 
and Walker) acceptance into membership 
11/23 Dalton Morrison confirmed 
 

Official Acts 

December Birthdays and Anniversaries @ Zion & 

Trinity  
1. Robert Ewoldt 
    Takara Hoffmeier 
    Debra Janssen 
2. Melodie Boell (T) 
    Renee Grimm 
    Kamryn Ketcham 
    Stephen Muhlbauer 
    Emma Schwieso Pryor 
4. Ryker Diersen 
    Janet Gruhn 
    Tracie Kurth 
5. Tiffani Beck 
    Jase Hull 
    Ross Kusel 
    Brian Lage 
6. JoAnn Petersen 
    Eryn Ramsey 
    Nancy Wanninger 
7. Beverly Graves 
    Mike Heaton 
8. Owen Grabill 
    Annette Hilsabeck 
    Brian Stoberl 
9. Deb Birks (T) 
    Piper Doyel 
    Wade Ranniger 
10. Athena Bess 
      Breyton Johnson 
      Keaton Otto 
      Martin Wanninger 
11. Michell Lile (T) 
     Jaxen Vollstedt 
12. Everlynn Bauer 
     Mike Bruch 
     Zoey Heaton 
    Pam Sebring (T) 
13. Tricia Beck 
       Courtney Grabill 
 

14. JR Halbur 
      Neeka Jacobsen 
15. Miranda Lingle (T) 
16. Mabel Langel 
17. Lonnie Jahn (T) 
      Taylor Roe 
18. Zane Diersen 
      Jay Miller 
      Addison Weller 
19. Gracelyn Pinney 
20. Casie Eischeid 
      Courtney Eischeid 
      Kourtney Grimm 
21. Carson Swanson (T) 
22. Kathy Vollstedt 
23. Shane Boeck (T) 
     Joyce Schroeder 
     Gary Witt 
24. Brittany Page 
25. Ben Booth 
      Chris Greving 
      Carol Joens (T) 
26. Brody Chapman 
      Larry Mahnke 
      Laurene Meeves 
27. Eric Ramsey 
28. Blake Diersen 
      Mila Irlbeck (T) 
      Elissa Riesberg 
      Billy Weitl 
29. Caden Muhlbauer 
30. Cody Eischeid 
      Erica Lohrmann 
      Ellie Saunders (T) 
      Ginger Wardrip 
31. Larry Ahrendsen 
      Amber Ehlers 
      Ellie Ranniger 
 

Anniversaries  Birthdays   (T = Trinity) 

If we missed or misspelled 
your name, please inform 

the church office. 
 

In Our Prayers  
Kent Rutz, Bruce Rutz, Steve Rutz, Athena Bess, Kaui Jenkins, 
Jim Deevers, Rick Spack, Justeen Schwieso, Sherri Steffes, 
Judy Reinke (Ernieôs sister-in-law), Donna Porter, Paula Willett 
(Max Beckôs sister), Audrey Grinhaug (Howard & Audrey Roeôs 
granddaughter), Karen Vollstedt, Stacey Rolenz and Ashley 
Myers (daughters of Shelly Helmich), Myra Luetje 

 

3. Gene & Colene Lohrmann 
4. Karl & Angela Albertsen 
5. Steve & Nancy Muhlbauer 
8. Richard & Beth Mundt 
10. Wyatt & Sylvia Bandow (T) 
12. Robert & Linnet Nissen 
13. Greg & Amber Neumann 
14. Keith & Tonya Benna 
      Bruce & Mary Grimm 
23. Carl & Carol French 
29. Glen & Shirley Ahrendsen 
      Kent & Karen Vollstedt 
 


