A long time ago in a land that meditation on the ¢i@a narrative reveals

doesnot feel sswomefdi ngwagre. God i s
a n y mdiopefélly, after merely a crude Creat ol
our deep divesito the Consider what makes for a well ordered home
patriarchy and the Everything has its place and like goes with like. |

covenants, you are starting Genesis 1 we see God doing thibewithsmos.
to feel like the Old Everything is being putin its place and like is beir

Testament i s n @lacedsvith likel i st ant
and isnd6t so bizarre.
Hopefully, its story is starting to feel more familiake 6 r e al | fami | i ar wi t
anadmore important. 1: light, Day 2: waters below and above, Day :
dry land and plants, Day 4: sun, moon, and star:
Havinggaindda mi | i ar i ty wi t hDag> birdsdish/swimmiag ceeatweas,\DaysH:

major themes, s now time fot aond apni mplps eanadtman.
how the story beg@b.vi ous | y, t h eseetliasGoti®wCrdatert t er
way to do that than to ethier storyin the
beginnindg he Bible begins with these words andBut if we present these days in a more visual wa
itds i mportant for us Gtoa dssndrealse aasd tOh(Sdee rteh
introducing a staapd an epic one atthat! 6 s nFgre 1 on page @n Days 1, 2, and 3, God
aOnce upon a tima o r Whenitime@as wea  createthe light place, the flying/swimming place,
know it) begatory. and the walking/crawling sf@ae®ays 4, 5, and

6, He populates thésnn, moon, and stars in the
| t Gstery designed to answer certain specificlight place; birds and fish/swimming creatures i
guestions about God and man and purpose. Athe flying/swimming place; animals in the
such, our focus will be limited to these questionsvalking/crawlingage) We might say that He
We will leave the important, but secondaryforms then fills, that He creates domains and the
guestions for another time (questiord/i&e, fills them with their occupants.
were the dinosaurs cr@af@ay 6./s there a
million+ year gap between Genesis 1.1 and 1:2R&s the creation narrative comes to a close we se
No.Are the days in Genesis 1 symiSolits what Sandra Richter, authdhefEpic of Eden.
the earth billions of yearshNy? A Christian Entry into the Old Testeatient

The Genesis narrative sets out to answer these
primarguestiondtfio is God? How is He related
tous? And, given the clearly corrupted state of
affairs in creation, what was His original intent?
The first and obvious answer is that God is the
Creator. The story bedmshe beginning God

cr eafThisd 8 most certainly true, but

11f these sorts of questions interest you, | recommen@reation Researciwv.icr.ofg There you will find
the fine work and expert scholarship of The Institute féhese questions address&bdhonoring detail.
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2 3
1
Day & Night Waters Above Land &
11-5 (the heavens) & Vegetation
Waters Below 1:11-12
(the oceans)
1.6-8
4 5 6a
Sun to rule the Birds to ru.Le the Land Animals &
da heavens; fish to Humanity
Y rule the seas. “|at the land

“Be
fruitful/multiply...
fill your domain.”

1:22

Moon to rule the
night
1:16-18

produce living
creatures.”
1:24-26

Figure 1 from The Epic of Eden by Sandra Richter

é a fl awl

t hi

pl ace wi

Thereds much

fO Come, O Come, Emmaroagtures the

mighty ordering of God:

ess|

6b

Man & Woman to
rule; land
animals, fish,
birds, ‘all the
earth.’

‘Be fruitful,
multiply, fill the
earth, subdue it,
rule over... every
living thing that
moves upon the

earth.
1:26

God to rule: humanity, land
animals, fish, birds, ‘Thus
the heavens and the earth
were completed... and God
rested... God blessed &
sanctified the seventh day.’
2:2

y or der bridg oxder ttol odr warld, fwe are living vauit ttht
balance and productivity. Here every rock,jmage of God in our liVés. 6 Ltulss thet image
plant and animal had its own designatedof God we bear next mdrthnow it is enough

tb egpiedaie thévide vaiue dnd beauty in our
role as subrderersVe can also appreciate our
esteemed role as suberers in our drive to

-@daided s
space in which each could thrive (103).

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,

Wh o

ordodrest

al |

To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her wag®to

Abovewe mentioned the wwellered home

like(admittedlyhis issomething we fall short of,
but somethg we nobly aim foir)this ordering
is also a Divine imagingther words, when we

t o h#find r e clasaify eventtheng feom lbuttedflie stgiméas, h
beautifulThis verse frotine 1% century hymn

from tractors to tools, from finances Wiliies.
they are well orderedimgitively esteem it as
good. This drive is a Divine Asv&icht most
certainly is good and this good imbues our live
with great purpog@rderlinessvhether on the

t h i farg, ©on thelayinp tieidn thye ;classroom, or in

the officas Godlines3he Apostle Paul surely

under stood

t hllithingswhHowdn |

be done decently and in ofdeCorinthians
Appreciating God not merely as Creator, but ag4:40.
Ordererimbues our lives with greater purpose

Returning to the creation/ordering na@atlye
where everything has its place and like goes witafteffilling the land and vegetation place with lanc
creatures, creates governors for His created an
ordered world: M&uod creates Adam and Eve
as stewards, even little lords, to rule and gover



His newly created and -ovdired world.

Appreciate this: We kttle lords governingunder T h e fl eeing criminal
t he Lor d othtusladiffeldrdsis Maperinanently kdering pain on my father
reinforcedh the next chaptey the restriction | awOsHedirdedad. merely co:
God puts on thefinéf the tree of the knowledge dol | ar sé worth of danm
of good and evil you shall nét &&enesis and hundreds of thousands of dollars of medica
2:17. The point is cleand3s God; man is not.  insurancend legal expense to my fatthea w 6 s
When this ordering is disordered, chaos ensuedriendHe causectchaos. He undid creation. He
Chaos isnét merely t hdaisoodpreddisisiistnet goagiut ths @& evliassin b e

order ; itdos Maheés usdojdogelsot Mhts i s why sin

Genesi s wild/l narr at e goad orddit ewgrstagamst Bhat Gad $ias Orderedn
mor al evi |l ; Il &théaos caasingl i ssogood.digs why ggodelaced one tree off limits
evil.Much of the Biblical narrative from Genesis3 n t he Gar den. Woul d

onward details the progressively disordering spirattempt to wrest ultimate authority from God an

of chaos mands si n widaimthe @ghtsodecomeE the supreens @dergre

clearChaos is not good. Disorder is not good. You know their choice. You also know the resul
chaost chaos that ended ihe ultimate

| recall a harrowing account my-ifadn@has disordering: death
toldofa st at edash cam foptagehd s
trooperwas pursuing a violent crimital Our sin continues to cause chaos today, chaos |

excessively high epge down a congested our marriages, chaos in our classrooms, chaos |
interstate, a chase the ended with the criminabur communities, our streets, our virtual/onlin

violently crashing into my fathea wdéas spaces, and more. Thi :
friendbs vehicle. | g wnouacement ofa testdresrdered) breatioa r €
is such good new§e 6 | | come- bact

We witnessedtie surreal scene of the-slow ordered creation in a moment. First, we need t
motion disintegration of both her Toyotaappr eci ate the concl u
RAV4 and the young maeridggonapmpact sedan.
Parts of both cars flew at the officeros
as he and 3 busy lanes dictiaf swerved The Bible narrates,

to dodge the potentially lethal chunks of

plastic, glass, and metal flying at them at Thus the heavens and the earth were
great speed. Part of the trauma, | think, is that finishedand all the host of them. And on the
itos an existenti al sevemieday Godwihighed his woik thgt e
disintegrate, and come apart violently. It  had done, and he rested on the seventh da)
violates the wholenasd design of the true, from all his work that he had done. So Goc
good, right, and beautiful. It goes against our blessed the seventh day and made it holy.
nature and natur eds n décauseeon it Gdu eesteddrgm 48 disl wolk
us before we humans brought the curse into  that ke had done in creation. Genesss 2:1

the cosmos. And it is a violation of the plan for

the new kingdom that Christ has begun to

uster in.
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In short, God finished ordering what He hadrder to remember God as the ordering Creatc
created and then He restete rested, not and as the Redeemer/Rescuer.
because He was tired, but because everything
was in plac&verything was ordered. As Richter As the children of the new covenant, we find ot
writes, AThis waegu/eGo d destingCarigtied ard of thel Sabbatig in dure
God in thp/aceof God dwelling in gresence weekly, rhythmic remembrance of Him as ou
of Godcm d(61s04)e.st ac kn o @eandagckRbdeenthes we commune with
Him we discover what we have been created fo
Further, God rested to remind, even to rescuelt should go without saying, but understanding th
man from the temptatiafaion sovereignty over  imbues our weekly worship gathering with dee
His creatigdhrough war®ne Biblical scholar put  significanc@éo say nothing of our celebration of
it this way, the Sacrament of Communion)Ve 6 r e n o
Afgoi ng t o c hingwithithe Godw e
Now what is the meaning of the Sabbath thatve were made for.
was given to Israel? It relativizes the works of
mankind, the contents of the six workingFur t her , wedre refocu
days. It protects mankind fratal t promise to «®r d er Hi s creat.i
absorption by the task of subduing the earthreturnThs is what the Apostle Paul was getting
it anticipates the distortion which makes worlafter when he wrote,
the sum and purpose of human life, and it
informs mankind that he will not fulfill his  The creation waits with eager longing for the
humanity in his relation to the world which he revealing of the sons of God. For the creatiol
is transforming but omhen he raises his was subjected to futility, not willingly, but
eyes above, in the blessed, holy hour of  because of him who subjected it, in hope tha
communi on with the Cr ¢ha trationéitself With be setdreeefmoro @s

of mankind is not work! bondage to corruption and obtain the freedon
of the glory of the children of God. Romans
Mankind was matievork, but ndbrwork. He 8:1921
was createdfor God, for fellowship, for
communion, with Gaétbrk is good and irat Do you see it? Creation is waiting on the edge

with Divine purpose, but man was created to knoits seat for Christ to reveal the sons &%i@od.

and fellowship with Gie Sabbath command ar e t he sons of God?

to rest from work helped teach this. In fact, this ingdomWhy does creation care imherits

precisely what is echoed later in the story inth€ hr i st & Becdusertipst am tnes

renderings of the Ten Commandments wheravho will reign with Christ over the renewed/re

Israel is ecomanded to honor the Sabbath in ordered creation! So creation is eagerly longing f
that day whetwill be set free from i€gised

2 Theword foresfshabat) is the root of the word for the redeemed community of God! Communion

sabbath. assumes community.
3 Appreciate the assumptions built into our communing
with God: Ités something done not as individual !
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corruption (disorderingatd ay wi | |
creation into freedom,itet@ht ordering, that is
found idesus.

We will close our consideration this month with
extended summary from Sandra Richter:

Yahweh planned a perfect world in which th
sons of Adam and the daughters of Eve wou

live eternally, stretching their cognitive ar§ THANK YOU, ZION, for your support of our

creative skills to the uttermost, building the
civilization within the protective boundaries
their relationship witm. But treason bred
tragedy. a broken covenant, a broken race.
The end result was
driven from Godos
separated from his presence. The only hof

in this wretched st
redemptive mercy. Indeeddemptive

hi story starts righ
choice that the saga of redemption begin
Who will pay the pr
How wi || [ Adamds] r

and delivered all the same? How do we ¢
Eden back? Althbu@hristians too often
think that the story of salvation begins wi
Jesus, the story actually begins with Ada
and Eveé Because
salvation question, what we are really aski
is, what did the first Adam lose? And when
answer the salvatiquestion, what we are
really attempting to articulate is, what did th
Second Adam (i.e., Jesus) buy back?

In short, the end of the story (resurrection and
ordering of creation) depends on the beginning,
Godos wor k i n t he b
continues next montRastor Conner

missionaries who serve abroad and here in
lowa. Last year, 2024, ZION sent close to
$14,000 to the mission field to four
missionaries that we supported. THAT IS
AMAZING!

The first quarterly door offering for 2025 was
on February 23 for Pastor Charles Ferry and
family serving in Taiwan. We have supported
them for a number of years. Thank you for
your generous support of a little over $1,056
to their ministry.

We are reminded regularly of how our
missionaries appreciate Zion’s support in
prayer and in finances as they not only do
their daily work, but they also need to raise
their own financing. Please read their news
updates in Zion’s monthly newsletters.

Please if you want to know more or would like
to sit in on a mission meeting (we don’t meet
often), please let me or any board member
know or leave a note with Shannon.

Board members: Barb Page, Casie Eischeid,

Warren Puck, Gary and Joyce Schroeder, P

Pastor and Paula Vogel, Lynn Kruse and Jean
Hargens. Please reach out with any questions
or information that you would like to have.

pl




The Prayer of St. Patrick iMay Your salvat ildn,
. all who call on the name of the Lord shall be

il arise today througlhhvadmi gRdy. ostrengt h,
invocation of the Trinkgther, SoR and Holy

Spiritt through belief in the Threerlessygh Saint Patrick is considered to be thwmme

creation. o He is known to have used alihaéed clover to

describe the Holy Trinity of God; Father, Son, ar
il arise today througfolytdpit. FHe' feelfait dovefsh Wekes t
and His baptism, through the strength of Higonsidered a sign of luck among the Celtic, pagz
crucifixion and His burial, through the strength ¢feopts.We do not see any sign of Saint Patrick
His resurrection and His ascension, ttiveugh  asking for luck. Instead, all his prayers are askir
strength of His descenfdrthecontinudd arkl -pdeserfl 18P fontGod f

il arise today €é in haon%%hr'SBOPrLolIesurrectlon t
with rewar déo We, too, may recognize that we are in need of he
~ . any ways. Whether in sicknéss fate
niarise tdday thr°“9'ém|rr]}¥h rd times, iff o t?rches?ndlffléhlﬁl%rl
of ‘the sune fiTmness ingel’ Fespéngecto adonews or in any time
il arise today tr‘me;ougWhGobotWestmrcleyngltefedtohed
Godbés might to upholdprm)@d Godés wi sdom

me , Godbés eye to | m

hear me, Godobdbs Wor d t F?ége%fhr% O%\aiotoo%fig tee\?eF
to guard me, Godos wa us(ie ancp eahl Wereq
shield to protect tme, u?BIesngs ufdbt?r?uﬁu%lrorué

from snared the devil, from temptation of vices
from everyone who desires me ill whether afa
near, whether alone

AChri st shield me tod

! . \
burning, against drOW%Halpa‘flszfr tﬁiﬁé’iéﬁc&%paﬁeaﬁ

AChrist with G@hestbel@idri Bat miedlorper onel,ai ms, 0S:
me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ abowgho call upon the name of the Lord shall be
me, Christ on my right, Christ on my left, Chriss av ®d! ®mot | ook for [|wu
when | lie down, Christ when | sit down, Christ iRay. Instead, look for certain andaduation.

the heart of every man who thinks of me, Christ idffer prayer to God and hope in Him rather tha

r, (;I’hey all come from God Who creates and sustair
dur llves from V\forpb td tomé) e 6o

Not onIy do we arise each day from our beds b

the mouth of every man who speaksGCifinise consider signs from created things. Look to th

in every eye that sees me, Christ in every ear th4ireator, the Redeemer, and the Sanctifier (Th

hears me. 0 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) rather than to simp

N _ _ and uncertain luck. Now may the Lord bless yo

isal vation is of JesusggnOmis time forth and forevermdastor
Staehr



recognize this change in seasons of Len
before Easter not because God demands u

” i to, or that we need to perfect ourselves befor
.[ong lngfmf‘ we are worthy of Easter. But we observe thi
N Lenten season daeise it is good for us.
the next season Easter is coming but
f,‘ Tis Oxenreider writes in her Lenten
o Devotional entitiBdter & Sweabout why
o Lent is good for us. She writes:

i Mo st of us are fi
indulgence of dessert, pizadirfoer, or

a late night out with little sleep. If we mis:
a day of exercise or drink a bit too muct

wine for a few days, our surprisingly

_ R a
Maybe ito0s Dbecause t higfentWEoliks \%ilfi1 Secolef. € The
bitter cold and the snow has piled up, but I find  yaliciousness of food and the enjoymen

myself longing for spring and summer. 1 find ot 4 evening celebration with friends are
my mind wandering from the presgsurs delights of life, and God saw fit to create
to the next where new life and hope awaits.  the \world with bountiful opportunities fo
What shall we plant this spring in the garden? joy and occasional indulgences. But we
Should I buy a new dfesBasteand have know well what would happen if those
our whole family match again? When can | indulgences were mainstays, the norma
pack away the layers of clothes and outwear daily practices of our ordinary lives. Oul
and cast off the cold dark days of winter for pqjies wadildrag with the effects of our
the light airy days of spring? choices: bloating, headaches,

) ) _ sluggishness, crankiness, and worse.
New |ife is coming bugeghthdse BrBiles, Urfdl leverltuaify
will pop up soon but not quite Tywt. _our bodies would_ become addicted to

anticipation s groWigRgsseddhll letius b whéhthey
close to its climax of spring colors of vivid 4eamanded mdrelways more, and
greens, pinks, purples and more. Yet, oh how 4 until weltetr bodies no. ’

| long for it.

Longing for the next season

_ _ . These physical delights, which can so
Our season is not yet turning to spring and quickly spoil if overused, reflect the

seems nowhere close to turning, yet our  gagility of our souls as well; when we
church calendarchanging seasons. We are indulg our inner lives with sugars or

entering into the season of Lent. We
7



laziness, complacency or pride, ourr wedve been given n
innermost selves start to atrophy. In his  gives us the faith, hope and strength to d
letter to the early Christians in Corinth, s o. 0 ( T. BitterxteSwegs. d e
Saint Paul writ-es, MABh | et es exercise
control in all things; they do it to receive a

perishable wreath, but we an So, as this Lenten season begins Christian
imperishable one. So | do not run tradibnally use this season to reflect and may
aimlessly, nor do | box as though beatinggven decide to participate by fasting, givin
the air; but | pgh my body and enslave more generously (or almsgiving), and by
it, so that after proclaiming to others Ipraying more. Maybe this is a seasona
myself shoul d n ot didcigline ¢joushgve dried Mmanye ties, ¢
Corinthians 9:2%). Christ has not maybe this year can be the first. Lentithis ye:
called us to a | i fen befa sassneto spand ame tinceatd
discipline. prepare your heart and mind for Easter.

As foll owers of ChArsi swe piIf eprveeroe ef art h L
using our giftskills, and strengths to aim moments to reflect on these 5 questions (a
our lives toward an imperishable prize, aaken fromBitter & Sweet

practice like Lent could be seen as a

season of intense working out. Like 1. Have | become overly dependent on

Olympians before the worldwide games, a particular sustenanagyssance,

webre focused, det er morpractice lately?d r eady |

wi n. Lent d oeeis thed t e a.rWhichoappetitep hageca unique grip

game of life, but it makes us more ready on my body or soul these days?

for 1 t. As one write3d Whatt would the & | dgedumelyt

equivalent of choosing to pick up the challenging (but not burdensome)

kettlebell instead of the Chex Mix, and it fast?

wi || have similar b edn @&hat wosld e ¢rulyyfreeing to kave
behind?

In a world that celebrateslgitg our 5. What do | sense God calling me to?

whims whenever we want, to practice the

traditions of Lent is countercultural. As you atsider fasting remember you can
Welcoming the temporary suffering offast from a sustenance, a substanee
Lent is swimming upstream in a culturepractice. A few examples of sustenance wou
that prefers to go with the flow. But asbe: coffee, chocolate, meat, alcohol, etc. /
Chesterton quipped, to go against thefew examples of substances would be: soci:
current is0 be alive. We choose to live media, podcasts, your pillow, video games
the paradoxical Christian life becausetech devices, etc. And a few examples o
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practices would be: speakirysaitasm, ground eacimorning. Set an alarm in your
swearing, taking hot showers, eating atphone to go off at the same time every day t
restaurants, etc. Consider starting with Aslemind you to stop and pray in the middle c
Wednesday and keeping a journal as you fastour work day. Consider purchasing a boo
from sustenance, substance or practiceon prayer to learn more and help develop th
throughout this season. Talk with your familgliscipline. I, Kathryn, recently purchased tw
and friends about it to het@age each books on growing in prayer | plan to reac
ot her . Remember y 0 uhvoughout beatt One d¢salnopt déiving a lide c
against anyone and will almost definitely fail girayer and the other is praying scripture fc
your fast at some poyou . chhilgdriesnaindot( ladlolt
from the hardest thing, or fasting the best odtopefully have some great prayer resource
of those around you. Fasting is between yotor you after Easter!) You can alsau
and God. Fastg i snot a b oLenten devotional itorhglp you in prayer ani
ourselves or earni ngme@GthdWWamd. | ov e, it 6s
reminding ourselves how utterly dependent
we are on God. We are imperfect and are ifhere are so many great options for
need of a perfect Savior. participating in the season of Lent. The trick

setting your intentions and giving yoursel
Consider using this season to give moregrace, knowing you will not be perfect
generously. This may look differeeach throughout the 0ay s o f Lent
person and family. Consider volunteering @kay. No one is perfect. Only ssubthat
few times at the local food pantry. Tithe if yois the whole point of Lent. To prepare ou
arendét already or c deadsaddeninds bouEhsiee Toitakega seast
give throughout Lent. Write letters to localo grow in discipline through fasting, givin
assisted living or nursing home residents oand praying. To know that in this season w
consider going teesp time with them. Help  willnot be perfect. But that we have a Savio
serve at church or out in our community. Givetho is, Jesus. Who lived the life we canno
a HyVee or Walmart gift card to someonewho died the death we deserve, and who ros
who seems like they might need it or to d&om the dead so that we could have the fre
family with lots of kiddos, or a college studengift of eternal life. To him be the glory foreve
Be creative in how you could generously givand ever. AmdnDCE Kathryn
during-ent.

ABi tter &
And lastly prayer. Look for ways to incorporatt o ur ney [
prayer more into your daily life. Start a praydsy Tsh Oxenreider
journal to use at the start of the day or just
before bed. Consider praying for three things
you are grateful for before your feet hit the

9



Zion NewsletéeMarct2024 Fellowsgub Note

Marchoés Fell owshiop

The March AFruit of the Spiri
our monthly gathering on Monday, March 10 at 1:30 p.m. Je
Hi msel f, i am gentle and | o
instruct and direct us in the gesief Jesus.

Thank you for your generous support of Lutheran Hour Ministries through your donations at thg¢
Thank you also for your commodity donations to the Manning Food Pantry. A pantry collecti
located by theast entrance. Each month approximately 20 community households receive pantr
items.

A spring clothing drive for Orphan Grain Train will take place shortlyTéfteF&bmstaship Club a
supports the mission of Garuna Missidnschdon Sout heast Asi a. Th
It is monthly Bible study and prayer and mission outreach.

/: Camp Okoboji @ Zion

campokoboji.org

On March 16, Zion will welcome Adam Hengeveld, Cang

Executive Director of Camp Okoboji. He will share
greetings and news from Camp.

All @ 5:45 p.m.
K HApp]NESS Supper Following

Midweekr Lenten
Series @ Zion

T5¢

.5:in Forgiveness
.12: in God’s Favor
.19: in God

.26: in Suffering
.2: in Vocation

.9: In Beauty

AhWWWW
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IOWA LCMS PASTORS’
DAY ON THE HILL

FEB 11, 2025

v “v‘ Eutheran
i %A# Wamily Service

lowa LCMS Pastors Stand for Life and Truth at the Capitol

Dear Brother Pastor,

On Tuesday, February 11, 2025, Lutheran Family Service hosted our annual LCMS Pastors'
Day on the Hill, a tradition we have carried on for eight years. Our goal is always to
strengthen an LCMS identity at the lowa State Capitol, teach pastors how to engage with
legislators and the government process, encourage and support the men and women of
our church that serve as Representatives, Senators and other top state offices, and bring
focus to the vital topic of life advocacy. I'm very thankful for the 50 pastors from across
the state that journeyed to Des Moines to help us accomplish all those goals. You can see
photos from the day below.

These ongoing efforts have been blessed with greater awareness on protecting life from
conception to natural death. Our ongoing efforts and those of other Christians have given
helpful support to these legislative priorities, and as a result, abortion statistics in lowa
have revealed a decline. Thanks be to God!

We continue to work for the protection of all children not yet born. In particular, there are
gaps that need our attention, especially the elimination of exceptions such as fetal
abnormality, those conceived through rape or incest, and of course, those whose
heartbeats have not yet been detected. Lutheran Family Service continues in this work.

11



This year, the lowa Legislature is considering several bills that could influence abortion
law. Among them are proposals to classify abortion pills as a Class IV controlled
substance, implement educational curriculum requirements that accurately portray the
development of unborn life, and potentially allow for civil action in cases where the
wrongful death of an unborn child occurs. Kim Laube, our Deputy Director will keep you
informed about their progress and will hope that all of you stand ready to respond with
your own advocacy when it is most needed.

Thank you to those who attended and to all of you who continue in your support of
Lutheran Family Service. These efforts in the Kingdom of the Left, as well as our work in
pregnancy counseling, adoption, mental health and marriage counseling, church worker
wellness, and congregational education, need your congregation’s prayers and financial
support. If it would be helpful for us to come to your congregation and highlight the
ministry and work of our LCMS Lutheran Family Service, especially as so many other
‘Lutheran’ agencies are under public scrutiny and often confused with our work, we would
be anxious to do so.

May God bless each of you and your serving!

In Christ,
Rev. Max Phillips
Executive Director, Lutheran Family Service

Pray for your LCSM Servants at the Capitol in Des Moines.

REPRESENTATIVE SENATOR REPRESENTATIVE SENATOR SENATOR SENATOR IA TREASURER SENATOR
Samantha Julian Thomas Kerry im Jason Roby Annette
Fett Garrett Gerhold Gruenhagen  Kraayenbrink Schultz Smith Sweeney
Holy Cross Mt. Calvary St. Stephens Risen Christ St. Paul Immanuel Trinity St. Paul
Carlisle Indianola Atkins Davenport Fort Dodge Schleswig Davenport Buckeye
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LCMS Pastor so6 Dahggod was gecpmglishgggron dn the

Feb 11th 202568 MOIneS IA 11 h, but many of us do not always get the
’ ' ! opportunity to make contact with our

Reflections from Pastor Staelir - representatives to provide encouragement, pray:
and support in the face of great opposition.

February is often called the month of love Wiﬂbur senators and representatives need you

I’eSpeCt to the famous hOIlday in the middle of thﬁrayers and Support to face Strugg|es and voice

month. However, this mbaelth a new meaning  \yhich do not support life frombato tomb.

of the word love for LCMS paStOfS in the state @Onsider Contacting your senator and

lowa. representative in support of the faith in which yc
also stand.

In a joint effort with Lutheran Family Service, lowa

District East under President Saunders and lowgthjs day for pastors to be at the state capitol wz
District West under President Turner were able 19 time for each of us to unite in one faith togethe
join for a woawoaeforygw a lafye feBtiondd the kingdom lefthecarry on

the LCMS parishioners in the state of lowa (a tot@bidly in protection of the weakest among us an
of almost 100,000 people in this state). to redefine that love is seen truly by Christ and H

o ~cross who died for the life of the weastor
The new definition of love that was accomplishedizenr

in Des Moines this month was the ability to give
voices to those who are the weakest asnong
Each pastor stood together representing t
congregations from across the state to encour
and strengthen both senators and representat
alike in regard to issues of life from womb to to
We believe that every life is precious and mad
thei mage of God. AKnit
(Psalm 139)

TRINITY’S

FEBRUARY\'i

D mb

So, we stand:
1) in support of life instead of abortion,
2) in support of pregnant mothers to recei
care for their full term, )
3) in support of life instead of euthanasia|
physician assisted suicide, This February, Trinity gathered

4) in support of education curriculum to gi Valentine’s Day supplies for our

lowa classrooms an accurate depictig Sunday School.
of fetal development (as this shares h

life begins in the word miracle of

God).
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Preschool PraisesFebruary v

. NCS
In February welebratedommunity helpers. We read the story that Je g &
about th&ood Samaritan and discussed how we should always re '“
helpothers. God made us to be helpers and we appreciate al ‘ Lugheran Preschool
helpershroughout our own community. The preschoole®yeallgikthasits
and had a lot of fun learning about different ways thdyegoers. be

Not only did we have community helper visitors, but the preschoolers also got to share the day with
Our preschoolers are blessed withvemmaerful grandparents who were able to come in and lis
preschoolers sing, eat a snack, and make a craft together. This year we were able to incorporat
Manning EMS to our celebration. Neeka and Mikasia Jacobsenetohed and different "machines" the
to help others. It was a wonderful opportunity to have the grandparents watch the excitement ¢
during these visits. This is one of my favorite events we have and | think eviigoselesjoyed

A few other community helper visitors included Ernie Reinke (referee), Derrick Janssen & John G
Haylee Barshby (nurse), Scott Opperman (Enchdderek Schwartz (dentist). We are looking fo
rescheduling a few that midgedg some of our snow days. We will continue welcoming community
in March along with starting our month of reading! If you would like to come into Zion Preschool t
class, we will gladly welcome youl!

All the preschadbts for the 202826 school year filled up quickly but we are still accepting registrg
be put on the waitlist if an opening comes available. You can reacimamyiraipreschool@gmaibic
7127906703 with any questions.

Blessings,
Miss Amy & Miss Melanie

EST
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Your support allows us to s
the love of Jesus with every s
one of these children and
families. Thank you!

L4 AL eama -




2025 lowa Life AdvocacyPriorities

someongillthemselves.
LutheraframilBervicdassuccessfullyorkedosuppresthelegalizatioof
PhysiciaAssiste®uicid§PASJornine years. Recent advancements of PAS
in the nation have seen an expansion of eligibility in statekegdlere it is

PreventinBhysiciaAssiste®uicidewhicliswheraphysiciahelps %X$

Lutheran
Family Service
(PAS) is legal in New Mexico, Oregon, Washington, Montana, Vermont, CalifblaniaiCblevadersey
Maine, antthe Districtf Columbia. This meansmBlidmpeople itheU.S. nowaveaccessoPASHowever,
bothOregorandVermontaveremovedtateresidencyequirementslowpeople from any state can go th
to legally commit suicide with the aid of a doctor. Technaathydhenin the Urfdw has access tq
Physician Assisted Suicide.

Manyof the stateswherePASis legalare pursuingxpansiobills. Theseexpansiobillsincludahingdike

reducinghe waitingeriodeforghe deadly draguldbe prescribe@alifornisvent frorh5 day$o 48 hours.
Also alarmingte considerations to allow others to administer the poison for people with disabilitig
so themselves. We move ever closer to proving once agaiadbistexicuicide always leads to euthan

Preventingbortionyhichisthekillig of achildoeforeneorsheisborn.
The legal status of abortion in lowa bans the abortion of unborn children whose heartbeat is dete
around six weegsstation. There are exceptions to the law that include rape, incest, life of the m
abnormalitieShebanwasallowedo gointoeffectndenforcemeitJuly2024 Theravasnearlya 40%dropn
lowa abortions the month followiegftimeement. That month saved 150 lives of unborn lowa childrg

Is there more to do for the protection of unborn life in lowa? Yes! Those left unprotected are: cf
from rape or incest; unborn children with abnormalities like Dowmn8gndicritdren who are transpo
to anothestateto beabortedinborrchildrenvhoareabortedlegallyhrougmedicatioabortiomrugssoldto

them despite lowa law and embryos who are either destroyed or cryopreserved duringnn Vitro F

LutherarFamily Serviaeillcontinugo advocate fprotectiofior all life. The appetitef the 915t General
Assembly to mawere legislationthe life issue is supprestbdre arepportunitiespass somlegislation
insupporof life, butot necessarily f@ving in immediate terms.

Billsheingconsidereid thissessiorfregardinlife)asofJanuar1,2025nclude:
1 SJRlisabillthatwouldchangéhelowaConstitutidoincludarightoabortiorutherafamil\service
is opposed to this bill. It is not expected to pass, but we must remain vigilant and work to ed
the value of human life.
9 HE 103- is a bill aboutthe treatmentf pregnanstudentsn statecollegesvhoshouldbe given
reasonable accommodations (LFS is in favor of this bill as it encourages pregnancy over abg
Continued on ngepge.



https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=91&ba=SJR1
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=91&ba=HF103

9 HE106is abillthatwouldyive the right f@vilactiorin caseofwrongfuietaldeath(LFSsinfavorof
thisbill).

1 SSB102&abillthatwouldsecureanaccuratéepictionffetaldevelopmefdrschooturriculumgLFS
isinfavor of this bill). There are companions to this bill in the House Chamber with a bit differ
but essentially doing the same things. The language contained in the SSB1028 bill is the pref¢

1 Wearekeepingvatclonanadditionddil to befiledthatwillmakeabortiomedicah controlledliass
IV substance making it much more difficult to obtain.

WhatCanYou D@ oday7Talkoyouregislator

1 RemingloutlegislatdhatGodyives/alug¢oeverpersomomattethecircumstancetheirconception.
They deserve to be protected.

1 ShowthemhowG o dvordsupportghat.

1 Prayfonlvitithentoberootedn G o dwvdrdprotecteffomenemiesktoreceivavisdonfromtheHolySpirit.

1 Encouraggourfelloncongregatianembert maketheirvoiceknowriolegislatorBy callingwritinga
letter, sending an email, or throughensdm appointment.

WhaitCanYouDoto Supportifein YourCongregati@andCommunity?
1 EDUCATE
o0 Become conversant on:
A Legislativeriorities
APhysiciaAssisteuicide
ALFSandVianyHeartsvorkingpgethewittP r e gnancy Resource Cent

0 Use this linkttps://www.leqgis.iowa.gov/legislatamsdifimtl and contact legislators when
needed.

1 ACTION
o Find your closest Pregnancy Resource Center (PRC). Bring the Many Hearts Uny
Pregnancy Materialthentomakdhemawarefservicethatwouldyreathpenefitheirclients
whoare decidirfgetween parenting and placing for adoption.
0 Encourageongregatianemberto rurforpubliofficeyolunteesupporiprjointheBoardf
Directors of your local PRC.

HowwillLutheraframilyServic&upport ouandYourEffortdo Protectife?

1 Youcan register teceivei | ii sf selegisktivepdateviaemailonimportardctiongakenbythe
courtorlegislature. Email Kim Laube to redisibe @lutheranfamilyserviye.org

1 You carschedule a life issues presentation or life Sunday at your congregation to touch
abortion, wayesupponrvomeffacinginplannepregnancgnd/osinglenotherghysiciaassisted
suicide, hospice, advance directives, and more. Reach dlésste Beltz at
CBeltz@Iutheranfamilyservice.org

1 TogetherManyHeartsUnplanne®regnancpupporand LutherarFamilyServiceadoption
ministryvillbe serving women and families ingoorunity and beyéracluding all of lowa,
Eastern South Dakota, Eastern Nebraska, and North & Central lllinois.



https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=91&ba=HF106
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=91&ba=SSB1028
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/find
mailto:klaube@lutheranfamilyservice.org
mailto:CBeltz@lutheranfamilyservice.org

3 Crossroads

- FOR LIFE & THROUGH LIFE

Zion, Manning Friends,

| wanted to give a huge THANK YOU for wonderful helping to Crossroads Ultrasound
Project. With the $3,000 from you, plus $7,900 combined from several other LCMS
churches, we had over $10,000 pledged, so we asked for the maximum match amount,
$10,000 of the Million Dollar Life Match, for a total gift of $20,000.

This will be applied to the Ultrasound Campaign in the form of additional equipment and
supplies needed performing ultrasound. These items include a HIPPA-compliant data
storage and transmission system; preghancy tests; ultrasound gel, warmers, probes,
special covers and cleaners; disposable linens; viewing monitors and installation (1 for the
ultrasound room and 2 for training area and reception); client information and resource;
additional phones; office supplies, overhead.

We have been so blessed with the help of so many who entrust us with working with these
young women and men to be an encouragement to CHOSE life though the pregnancy may
be unplanned, untimely, and under difficult circumstances. Beyond that time of
uncertainty, we are honored to also be there for them once they become parents by
walking with them through healthy parenting, optimizing relationships, and offering
practical supports.

We ask for your prayers-for those who need our services to be comfortable in coming, for
the finances implicated in providing this life service, and those who are professionally
responding to the clients in the early stages of their pregnancy and helping them realize
the impact of their decisions.

If any other LCMS congregations still want to join in support of Crossroads Ultrasound
program, the Life Match Grant can be applied for on behalf of Crossroads again for any

different, yet related project. Please encourage any to talk with us on opportunities.

Thank you for your hearts in encouraging theirs!
Janette Clausen & Crossroads Board of Directors
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SERVING THE LORD IN

Taiwan and All Over Asia

NEWS FROM THE FERRY FAMILY

THE FERRY FAMILY

Rev. Charles Ferry serves the
LCMS as the Regional Director for
Asia. He is responsible for all the
LCMS missionaries and mission
work in this part of the world.

He often represents the
congregations and people of the
LCMS to our partners as we work
together toward the planting of
Lutheran Churches.

Right:

The whole
LCMS Asia
team
assembles in
Tarwan for
our annual
Family
Retreat

Left: The Ferry girls sing as part of our church
outreach events for the Christmas holiday.

Below: Members of our congregation, our
building, and our neighborhood gather for a
Thanksgiving comimunify concert.

_— =

g

Charles and Cheryl are the
parents of seven children, three of L,

whom were bom overseas during
Asia missionary service.

-

-

-

-

-

-

Before moving to Taiwan in 2018,
the Ferry Family was based in
Indonesia for almost five years.

Right: Cheryl sets the example for chmrch

Caleb (married to Katrina) mdnff_mﬂ}' by singing for the Christmas
Caitlin (15) SR

Carissa (12) ‘é EONCOETIA_TU RS

Cassandra (10) e 2 -

Left: Charles joins OIM

Chioe (8) colleagues and the

Charlotte (&) delegation from
Australia during a visit

Caylee (3) to Fort Wayne and St.

Louis, ncluding this
meeting with our friends
at CPH.
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SERVING THE LORD IN

Taiwan and All Over Asia

NEWS FROM THE FERRY FAMILY Epiphany 2023

Right: The Ferry girls not
only sing, but they also
play hand chimes during a
recent music event.
Motice how ALL six of
them are involved now!

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Those continuing to be
affected by the frequent
earthquakes in Taiwan
during recent weeks.

Caleb and Katrina as they .
end their time in Calffornia :
and prepare for the next Above: Canissa and the girls visit a local artisan
Chapfer' in their Air Force life n C]]j'a}'l and are glv.en a lesson on tradittonal
character calligraphy for the Lunar New Year.
GIVE THANKS FOR:

Faithful Lutheran Christians Tt Caleband it Kafwt Tave famd 2t
speaking out for the truth of Taiwanese restaurant in California where they

God's Word, including those can get authentic food and even boba tea while
in Australia Caleb practices his Chinese!

Music being used as

outreach and evangelism to . P _

bring many to the church in Even as our family grows and

our Chiayi community changes, we are so gratefil for vour

enduring parmership.
PRAISE GOD FOR:

Thanik you for your must, care,
pravers and continued support

= The congregations and
people of the LCMS who
continue fo support us with
prayers, friendship, finances
and trust as we work in Asia
where we have been sent

— The Ferry Family
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March 2025

Amigos en Cristo

News fromLalglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cris
Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Chu
PastorPedro LopezDenison, Iowa|

Blessings to all masnigos ang
prayer warriors! Such a joyous
to share the good news of our
and Savior Jesus Christ. Log
forward to continuing to share
good news of Jesus with

families and friends as we star
New Year with our programs.
we aresharing with you the lat
about our Hispanic Ministry,

We are excited to share that on March 18, we will open our 1
program in the Storm Lakeveithahe assistance of people from St
and Grace Lutheran Churches. We are hoping to meet the n¢
community and create avenues to share about our churches
We have been volunteering at St. John Lutheran Church at the
clothes program. We have met the people who come to their g
have invited them to the ESL program. We have approximatelf
registered to take the class. Several people have shown inte
ministry there and a couple of familieaskadeabout baptizing t
children. If anyone from this area would like to be a voluntg

Hispanic Ministry.

contact me for more information.

At St. Patdartley,
we will begin og
Spring ESL class
April. We will b

At St. PawTarroll, we continue with oiseRfarayer and Bible Study on Saturd
6: 30pm. We also offer individual

in April. We are hopefully on our way to continue with our Hispanic LWML i
wife is leading the effort tihgesome of our new members together.

calling on our gre

volunteers an|
partners in that ar
to make this possik

agpin. We hav
made new friend
and have bee

blessed to have

We continue to serve the people of Denison with our Sunday worship servi
Bible studies. We meet on different days as they are available to continue
our Savior.

We thank you for your ongoing prayers and support. Please keep in minj
always ready to share with you about what God is doing among your His
and sisters in the Lord, gracias and Bendiciones. Pastor Lopez

couple more peop
participating in o
English worsh
services. Oou
Deacon Noe€
continues to help t
new families Db
sharing the Word
God.

Missionary at Large,

pedro@iowadistrictwest.org

5716067600
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