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This month, in our effort 
to better understand the 
Old Testament, we 
raise our gaze to the sky 
dome above (created 
on Day 2, Genesis 1:6-
8), sometimes referred 
to as the firmament, the 
vaulted dome, or simply 

the expanse. We want not only to understand what 
it means (because it is a strange term to our ears), 
but the cosmological mindset in which it made 
sense. In other words, we want to understand how 
the ancients in Scripture conceptualized the world, 
even the cosmos, and how it plays into our 
understanding of Jesus. Before we discuss the 
sky dome, though, we must first dive into the world 
of the ancients. Get ready, because itôs going to 
be deep.  
 

Step one is to acknowledge the 21st century 
assumptions that we regularly bring to the text of 
Scripture. Our conception of the world is informed 
by telescopes like the Hubble and James Webb. 
Because of these and other high powered 
instruments, we have had the privilege of seeing 
our world from the perspective of space. The 
ancients had no such perspective. This doesnôt 
make them stupid. These people forged metal, 
crafted instruments, designed and constructed 
ships (which they navigated by the stars) erected 
towers, and built levees and canals. They had 
precise calendars and knew how to use 
complicated geometry. And they did it all without 
smartphones or hydraulics! They were most 
certainly not stupid. But their earthbound view 
colored their conversations and language, just like 
our satellite view colors ours.  
 

                                           
1 For excellent resources that are engaging our 21st 
century scientific conversations, explore www.icr.org 
and www.genesisapologetics.com. These 

Further, the ancient people of God werenôt in 
conversation with Einsteinôs theory of relativity or 
The Big Bang or String Theory or musings about 
a multiverse. They were in conversation with their 
pagan neighbors who had crafted starkly different 
accounts of creation and their gods who had 
allegedly brought order out of the chaos.1   
 

In short, when God spoke into this context, He 
didnôt inspire a science textbook. This is a very 
important observation, but one that requires 
nuanced explanation. We may acknowledge that 
Scripture is not a science book, but we must not 
overstate this truth. While Scripture doesnôt 
explicitly communicate in mathematics and 
theoretical formulas, it does give us the foundation 
for science. As Dr. Andrew Steinmann, 
Distinguished Emeritus Professor of Theology and 
Hebrew at Concordia University Chicago, 
observes,   
 

While the Bible is not a scientific textbook or 
a textbook about psychology or sociology or 
mathematics, that does not mean that one 
can dismiss as irrelevant statements it makes 
that have a bearing on the physical sciences, 
social sciences, or mathematics.  

 
Scripture gives us a precisely ordered, exquisitely 
fine-tuned universe superbly fit for life that science 
(a remarkable tool and gift from God) allows us to 
study. This reality has driven many of the great 
scientists throughout history in their study of Godôs 
world (Kepler, Pascal, Boyle, Linnaeus, Faraday, 
Maxwell, Kelvin, Mendel and many more who 
were devout Christians!).   
 

Further, through science God allows us to 
discover the ñlanguageò of mathematics and 

organizations begin with the foundational assertions of 
Scripture and allow these realities to guide their 
engagement with the scientific questions of our day.    

http://www.icr.org/
http://www.genesisapologetics.com/
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physics and chemistry and genetics and so forth. 
In very real ways, science allows us to lift the hood 
on Godôs creation and to see how He ordered it, 
even to discover the language, the code, He used 
to order it all Ł and itôs amazing! But Scripture is 
not a science textbook in the narrow sense of the 
word.  
 
Scripture is a theological and literary book, one 
that was inspired into the peoples and cultures of 
its time. This is not at all to say it doesnôt speak 
into our lives and culture, but to say that reading 
in context will require us to enter into its world, to 
appreciate the conversation it was participating in, 
to stand next to the original audience. Like us, the 
ancient world was deeply involved in 
conversations about God and creation and how 
the world as we know it came to be, but in a way 
very different than us and our assumptions.  
 

We live in a world extremely concerned about the 
origin of space/time and matter. The ancients did 
not. They lived in a world fixated on order. Their 
pressing question wasnôt, How did matter 
originate? but How was matter ordered?  One 
Biblical scholar compared it to the difference 
between a house and a home. Our culture asks 
how the house came to be. The ancients were less 
concerned about the origin of the house and more 
interested in how it became a home, how it was 
ordered into a habitable, hospitable home. Pagan 
peoples answered that question through elaborate 
creation myths involving fierce struggles between 
rival gods that resulted in creation as we know it. 
We will briefly consider one: The Enuma Elish, 
The Babylonian Creation Myth.  

                                           
2 After pushing back the chaos waters above the sky 
and below the land, Marduk took Tiamatôs war general 
and killed him. And guess what he did with him: He 
mixed the dead war generalôs blood with clay to form 
humans who would work for the gods. Process whatôs 

 

In this myth, before the world as we know it came 
to be, everything existed in what we might think of 
as a pre-creation state, in chaotic primordial 
waters. The Babylonian myth makes no attempt to 
answer where these pre-creation waters came 
from. Its concern wasnôt the origin of the matter 
(the house), but the ordering of it (the home). 
According to the myth, violent warring deities 
(often depicted as chaos dragons) emerged from 
these chaotic waters and did what warring deities 
do: They made war with each other! War equals 
chaos. To bring peace and order to these warring, 
chaotic, dragon god-waters, the gods elected the 
Babylonian god Marduk. He, through bravery and 
tenacity, slayed the chaos-causing god Tiamat. 
Notice who is the hero of this myth: Babylonôs god!  
 

And guess what he did. He split Tiamatôs body in 
half, stretching half into the sky and half into the 
land. Pay attention to whatôs happening here. The 
Babylonian myth is claiming that the sky above 
and the earth beneath emerged out of chaos, out 
of warring, violent gods. Marduk stretched 
Tiamatôs dead body to form a dome above (to hold 
back the chaotic primordial waters above) and the 
land below (to cover and restrain the chaotic 
primordial waters below). According to Babylonian 
mythology, we live in between these chaotic 
waters above and waters below. 
 

The people of God in Scripture were in 
conversation with the Babylonians (among other 
people groups). The creation account in Scripture 
offers a stark contrast and corrective to this 
Babylonian myth that exults Marduk as the warring 
champion and orderer.2 Letôs consider the 

being said here: Humans exist for what purpose? To do 
the bidding of the gods. And guess who the visible 
representation of the gods on earth was? The king of 
Babylon! Translation: The King of Babylon is the visible 
image of Marduk (considered a son of the gods, the 
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contrast (as we continue to work our way toward 
the sky dome). The Genesis account begins: 
 

In the beginning, God created the heavens 
and the earth. The earth was without form and 
void, and darkness was over the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters (Genesis 1:1-2).  

 

There are many things to notice here. First, there 
arenôt warring gods emerging from primordial 
chaos waters. There is the Spirit of God peacefully 
hovering, without rival, over the waters, with God 
explicitly bringing them into existence. (God 
created the house and will soon order the home.) 
God is exercising authority over the waters. He is 
reigning over them. They are under His control. 
They listen to Him. But look at the nod, even the 
sharp corrective to Babylonôs creation myth, 
implicit in the Genesis text. Genesis 
acknowledges the yet-formless and void heavens 
and earth (more literally sky and land). But look at 
whatôs lacking: chaos! If you were to remove God 
from the picture, the formless void and deep abyss 
would surely disintegrate into chaos, but God is 
present, and powerfully so at that. Genesis 
strongly emphasizes Godôs peaceful, powerful 
reigning over the waters out of which He is going 
to establish order.  
 

This He does in a methodical and systematic way 
as each day progresses (see last monthôs article 
to refresh your memory). As He orders His 
creation He again and again deems it good. This 
stands in stark contrast to the Babylonian myth of 
creation arising out of chaos, war, and violence. 
Further, the means by which God orders isnôt war 
and violence, itôs His Word. God speaks and 

                                           
image of the gods), not humans. Humans exist merely 
to ease the burden and do the bidding of the divine-
image-bearing king.   

creation is ordered: ñAnd God said, óLet there be 
light,ô and there was lightò (Genesis 1:3).  
 

And now we come to the sky dome. Iôve included 
the Lexham English Bibleôs rendering of the 
verses because it uses the attention-getting 
phrase vaulted dome.    
 

6 And God said, ñLet there be a vaulted dome 
in the midst of the waters, and let it cause a 
separation between the waters.ò 7 So God 
made the vaulted dome, and he caused a 
separation between the waters which were 
under the vaulted dome and between the 
waters which were over the vaulted dome. 
And it was so. 8 And God called the vaulted 
dome ñheaven.ò And there was evening, and 
there was morning, a second day (Genesis 
1:6-8).  

 

Again, there are no warring deities; the sky and 
land are not formed by splitting the dead body of a 
deity in half and stretching the halves above and 
below. God simply speaks. And look what He 
does. He takes the waters, the waters that for the 
Babylonians meant chaos and death, and orders 
them. Thereôs no struggle, no uncertainty. God is 
in complete control. And in that order He 
establishes a place for the creatures He is getting 
ready to create Ł thatôs good news for us! God has 
made the house; now He readies to order the 
home.  
 

Careful readers will notice how the text speaks of 
waters under the vaulted dome and waters over 
the vaulted dome. Here we encounter the way the 
ancients conceptualized the world. As we 
highlighted earlier, they didnôt view the world from 
the perspective of telescopes and relativity 
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theorems. For them, the world might be compared 
(in a simplified way) to our concept of a snow 
globe. Consider the image below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this conception, the land was founded on pillars 
with the waters below (see Psalm 24:1-2, 136:6, 
Proverbs 8:29 for founding the land upon the 
waters and 1 Samuel 2:8, Job 9:6, Job 38:4-6, 
Psalm 75:3 for establishing it upon the waters, 
even upon pillars). The sky above was capped, or 
covered, by the sky dome, above which were the 
ñwaters above.ò Between them God secured an 
ordered place for mankind (and plants and 
animals) to live and flourish. He made a home for 
us.   
 
Consider one of the above references. In Proverbs 
8 we hear Jesus, depicted as Wisdom, describing 
Godôs creative work: 
 

When [God] established the heavens, I was 
there; 
when he drew a circle on the face of the 
deep, 
when he made firm the skies above, 
when he established the fountains of the 
deep, 
when he assigned to the sea its limit, 

so that the waters might not transgress his 
command, 
when he marked out the foundations of the 
earth, 
then I was beside him, like a master 
workmané (Proverbs 8:27-30). 

 

It need not concern us that this conceptualizing of 
the world doesnôt match our 21st century 
conceptualizing. Scripture is here communicating 
theologically and literarily (not literally, but 
literarily, that is, using literature to communicate 
truth about God). God was speaking in ways the 
ancients could understand. Would we expect 
anything other? Itôs the same reason the Old 
Testament calls Jesus the shoot of Jesse, the 
cornerstone, and the rock. These were words and 
concepts the original hearers could understand, 
words and concepts we can come to understand 
by entering into their world.  
 

Returning to the waters above and below: If they 
were not held in place by the sovereign God, they 
could unleash chaos on creation. And this is 
precisely what the book of Genesis narrates in the 
account of Noahôs flood (Genesis 6-9). God 
opened wide the windows in the sky dome above 
and removed His staying hand from the waters of 
the great abyss (the fountains of the great deep) 
below (Genesis 7:11), and the earth was 
swallowed in watery chaos. One important point to 
grasp here: The waters were not free to act apart 
from God. He remained and remains sovereign 
over them.  
 

For those tracking with the Biblical narrative, this 
ancient deluge wasnôt merely a terrifying 
meteorological event; it was the undoing of 
creation, a de-creation event, in which God, in 
judgment, allowed creation to return to its formless 
void. The obvious point is this: God is sovereign 
over it all. The world isnôt made of a god (or parts 
of a god). It didnôt emerge out of violence and 
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strife. It arose at the Word of God and it is 
governed by the God who spoke it into existence 
over the course of six days. He established the 
order and He can undo the order in judgment.3 
The creation must listen to Him.  
 

We see this asserted throughout Scripture. David 
writes,  
 

The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 
the God of glory thunders, 
the LORD, over many waters. 
The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
the voice of the LORD is full of majesty 
(Psalm 29:3-4). 

 
And God asks Job, 
 

Or who shut in the sea with doors 
when it burst out from the womb, 
when I made clouds its garment 
and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
and prescribed limits for it 
and set bars and doors, 
and said, óThus far shall you come, and no 
farther, 
and here shall your proud waves be stayedô? 
(Job 38:8-11). 

 
And the psalmist, writing of the great terror sailors 
experienced on the sea where ñthey saw the 
deeds of the Lord, his wondrous works in the 
deepéò, offers this: 
 

[The Lord] made the storm be still, 
and the waves of the sea were hushed. 
Then they were glad that the waters were 
quiet, 

                                           
3 Astute readers will understand why order is Godliness 
and why our sin is such a problem: Itôs a chaos agent. 
Adultery throws marriage into chaos. Lying throws 
relationships into chaos. Reckless living inflicts chaos 

and he brought them to their desired haven 
(Psalm 107:29-30). 

 
Leap forward several thousand years to a lone 
boat on the Sea of Galilee. The waters were 
threatening to swallow the boat and its occupants. 
Twelve men panicked; one rested peacefully in 
the stern. The twelve roused the sleeper, asking 
whether He cared if they perished. The sleeper 
rose, turned to the wind, and rebuked it: Peace! 
Be still! And the sea listened! The men in the boat 
were stunned, asking themselves, ñWhat sort of 
man is this, that even the winds and sea obey 
him?ò (Matthew 8:27). Careful readers of Scripture 
know who the sea obeys: God. The Man in that 
boat was God Himself, in the flesh! The original 
waters obeyed Him as He proscribed their limits; 
they could do nothing other than obey Him here. 
 
For the ancients, reigning over the waters was a 
powerful part of their confession of God. 
References to the sky dome contributed to this 
confession. The sky dome may not be the way we 
conceptualize the sky above, but the truth it 
conveys about the God above the sky who reigns 
over all continues to inform our confession of Him 
and His Son, Jesus Christ.  

- Pastor Conner  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

on communities, which requires all kinds of expensive 
order bringers/restorers (i.e. police, judges, lawyers, 
counselors, etc.).  
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Zion NewsletterðApril 2024 Fellowship Club Notes 
 

Aprilôs Fellowship Fruit: Joy 
 

The Fruit of the Spirit is JOY: Fellowship Club Update  
 

ñThe fruit of the Spirit is . . . joy,ò (Galatians 5:22). The Apostle Paul precedes 
the fruits of the Spirit with a listing of joy robbers: sexual immorality, impurity, 
sensuality, idolatry, . . . (vs. 19-21).  

 
Paul also states the Good News ñThose who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires,ò vs. 24).  Because Jesus was crucified for all our sins and has risen again, we have joy in all seasons of 
life and eternal joy. This year I am reading through the Bible with The Bible Recap by Tara-Leigh Cobble as my 
reading guide.  Each dayôs reading includes a summary by the author and the statement ñHeôs where the joy is!ò 
 
The Fellowship Club invites Zion members, friends, and guests to join them on Monday, April 14 at 1:30 p.m. for 
a Bible study on the fruit of ñjoy.ò  
 
You are invited to also join the Fellowship Club in the ñjoyò of sharing good, used, clean clothing items with Orphan 
Grain Train.  After Easter there will be an enclosed trailer on the Zion parking lot where clothing items can be 
brought.  Menôs, womenôs, and childrenôs clothing of all seasons and sizes are accepted. Good used shoes with 
low/regular heels are also accepted. Clothing items will be accepted through early May and then taken to the OGT 
warehouse in Ida Grove. Itôs a great time to clean out the closet from one season to another. Itôs a great cause! 
 
Thanks for your continuing financial and food support of the Manning Food Pantry. If you have questions about 
the Fellowship Club projects, contact Warren Puck or Pastor Riggert.  
 
Pastor Riggert    

 
 

 
é 
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A Praying Life  
 

Our Lenten season is half over 
(almost by the writing of this 

article). And this season I, 
Kathryn, challenged 

myself to be more 
intentional with my 
prayers. I wanted to 

be intentional for 40 days to pray for both my 
husband and my boys. I wanted to learn more 
about what it means to have a praying life. I 
wanted to use the 40 days not to fast from 
something but to intentionally work on growing a 
spiritual discipline of prayer in my life.  
 

And so, I have been working through two books by 
Kaylen Yoder to help me pray, and a book by Paul. 
E. Miller called A Praying Life, to learn more about 
the spiritual discipline of prayer. I feel I have so 
much more to learn and glean from this challenge 
but at this midway point I wanted to spend some 
time with you, dear reader, reflecting on this 
challenge and on prayer.  
 

I have been using Kaylen Yoderôs 2 books, 40 
Scripture Based Prayers to Pray Over Your 
Husband, and, 40 Scripture Based Prayers to 
Prayer Over Your Children. Each day starts with a 
theme for the day such as: self-control, wisdom, 
humility, integrity, courage, etc. So, for example 
day 5 from the childrenôs book theme is: A Prayer 
for Your Childôs Courage. After the title is a short 
one sentence prayer or bible verse. Followed by 
three more verses to look up. For the 
aforementioned day 5 it includes the Bible verses, 
1 Chronicles 28:20; Psalm 27:14, 2 Timothy 1:7-
8. Next for that day is about a half a page of a 
prayer to pray that includes some of those verses 
and even adds 1 Kings 2:2-3. The book for your 
husband is structured in the same way.  
 

While I have always prayed for my family daily, I 
have loved using these two books to help me. I 
have loved the different themes, some of which I 
might not have thought of, to pray about 
specifically. I love that it has helped me set aside 
time to be specific in my prayers and have found 
that most days it has served as a spring board to 
continue in pray for longer. While I had visions of 
40 days of serenely sitting with a warm cup of 
coffee in a dim lit room praying to God, Iôve 
realized more and more how utterly unrealistic that 
is in my current season of life. Iôve learned to give 
myself grace. That I may have missed a day and 
then decided that just meant the next day I would 
read two daysô worth of prayers and spend more 
time praying with God. I have also bittersweetly 
learned to love the conviction that has blazed in 
my heart when praying for things in my family and 
realizing I have work to do in those areas myself. 
As I pray for humility or courage or for my family to 
be boys and men who live by the Word of God, I 
feel the tug of the Holy Spirit convicting me that I 
have work to do in those areas too. That if I except 
my boys to grow then I should hold myself to that 
same expectation. Lastly, I have found that it has 
also increased the amount of prayers throughout 
the whole day. The things I took time to pray for in 
the morning pop back up in my mind while I work, 
or wash dishes, or cook dinner. And I find myself 
growing in the discipline of praying without 
ceasing while I walk, while I work, and while I rest.  
 

Spending more intentional time in prayers has led 
to me wanting to find other ways to pause and be 
in prayer throughout the day as well. Iôve started 
using the app ñOne Minute Pauseò. That includes 
guided one-minute prayerful pauses you can use 
throughout the day. You can even set timers so 
that a notification goes off twice a day to remind 
you to take time to pause and pray. There are 1-
minute, 3-minutes, 5-minutes, prayers for 
guidance, wisdom and so much more. The app is 
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free and is a great way to remind myself to stop 
and pray and give everything to God. I like to use 
it at the end of my work day as Iôm driving to pick 
up the boys to help me transition from work to 
home.  
 

I also have been taking the time to read through, 
A Praying Life. I am not too far intp this book yet 
and it was recommended to me by a Pastor friend 
of mine in Texas. While Iôm only 64 pages into the 
book I have dog eared, circled and underlined 
quite a bit. I plan to do a more in-depth article 
about this book once I have fully completed it, but 
I wanted to leave you with this quote regarding a 
praying life.  
 

ñA praying life isnôt simply a morning prayer time; 
it is about slipping into prayer at odd hours of the 
day, not because we are disciplined but because 
we are in touch with our own poverty of spirit; 
realizing that we canôt walk through a mall or our 
neighborhood without the help of the Spirit of 
Jesus.ò 
 

While yes, prayer is a spiritual discipline. It is also 
a way of life. A life spent in prayer. In realizing we 
can do nothing apart from God. In looking to Jesus 
and seeing he, though fully God and fully human, 
needed to be in prayer with Abba. That it is 
through His example of a life spent in prayer that 
we would realize our deep need for it in our life as 
well. Not just once a day, or at meals or before 
bed. But a life fully lived, praying without ceasing 
throughout our day. Realizing we are better 
parents when we prayer, better wives and 
husbands, better children. Realizing just how 
great our need is, how insufficient our own abilities 
and skills are, and that we get to boldly pray to our 
Heavenly Father in the name of Jesus Christ 
anywhere, anytime. Our prayers can be intentional 
and long, or short and sweet. Lord, have mercy. 
Our prayers can be for others, for a situation, for 
ourselves, for strength, for perseverance. For so 

many, many things. And itôs in learning to live a life 
of prayer that we begin to change. To rely on the 
faithfulness of our amazing God. To rest not in our 
own strength and ability but in the strength and 
might of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And so, 
we pray. We pray Abba! We pray the Lordôs 
prayer. We pray Help me, Jesus. We pray using 
aids like Kaylene Yoderôs books. We pray using 
Psalms. We pray in the morning when we rise. We 
pray as we get ready. We pray as we drive, clean, 
work, play, and rest.  
 

May we never tire of going to our Father in prayer. 
And may we ever strive to be more like Christ who 
showed us what a life in prayer looks like. And may 
we all continue to grow in our desire to have a life 
filled with prayer. A praying life.  
 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have 
mercy. In Jesus name. Amen. 
 

As mentioned in my article these are the books 
and apps if you are interested in learning more 
about them.  Ł DCE Kathryn  
 

Kaylene Yoder, ñ40 Scripture based prayers to 
pray over your husbandò & ñ40 Scripture Based 
Prayers to Pray Over Your Children.ò  
 

Paul E. Miller. ñA Praying Life: Connecting with 
God in a Distracting Worldò 
 

 

 

 

One Minute Pause App (find in 
your app store) 
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The Law and The Gospel: Part I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(ñReturn of the Prodigal Sonò etching done by 
Rembrandt Ł Public Domain) 
 

ñDefining Termsò 
(Much of this article has been inspired by the study of the Book of 
Concordôs Solid Declaration on Law and Gospel [SD:V]) 
 

When we begin to discuss how we read, believe, teach, 
and confess Godôs Word, it is important to notice Godôs 
Law and His Gospel. The Law is understood as the way 
that God reveals His righteous, and unchangeable will. 
The Law shows us what a person should be like in His 
thoughts, words, and deeds so that He may be 
considered acceptable to God. However, since all men 
are conceived in sin (ñé in sin did my mother conceive 
me.ò Ps. 51:5) and born sinful by the seed of Adam 
(ñédeath spread to all men because all sinnedéò Rm. 
5:12-14), the Law also threatens those who transgress 
them with Godôs wrath and temporal and eternal 
punishments.  
 

                                           
4 Rm. 3:20, ñéthrough the law comes knowledge of 
sin.ò And Rm. 7:7, ñWhat then shall we say? That the 
law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the 
law, I would not have known sinéò 
5 Rm. 14:23, ñéFor whatever does not proceed from 
faith is sin.ò And Jn. 16:9, ñéconcerning sin, because 
they do not believe in me...ò 
6 Revelation 3:15-16 is the reference to lukewarm in 
connection to the lack of works: ñóI know your works: 

Luther writes: ñEverything that reproves sin is and 
belongs to the Law. Its peculiar office is to rebuke sin 
and to lead to the knowledge of sins (Rm. 3:20; 7:7)4ò 
In other words, the Law curbs our sins with reproof, and 
it provides us a mirror of our sins by leading us to a 
knowledge of sin. The reproof and rebuke of the Law 
comes strongly to us because unbelief is at the root of 
every sin we commit. (Rm. 14:23; Jn. 16:4-15)5 So, The 
Law rebukes unbelief. 
 
However, the Law also sets a fire under the faithful to 
teach them to do good works (not in order to be saved, 
but in order to bear good fruits of faith). The Law does 
not call us to believe Godôs Word. Instead, it is the 
unique role of the law to rebuke unbelief (sins) and 
teach about good works (lest a believer should be 
found as lukewarm)6.  
 
The call to believe is found in the Gospel as Luther 
wrote in the 3rd Article of the Creed in the Small 
Catechism.7 It is the Gospel alone which teaches about 
saving faith in Christ. The Gospel is not a hall pass to 
do whatever you like. Instead, the writers of our Book 
of Concord8 note, ña person has not kept Godôs Law, 
but has transgressed it when his corrupt nature, 
thoughts, words, and works fight against it (The 
Gospel). Therefore, he is under Godôs wrath, death, all 
temporal calamities, and the punishment of hellfire.ò 
The Gospel, then, teaches us what we should believe, 
and what we believe leads us to the forgiveness of our 
sins. Believing the Gospel snatches us away from the 
fires of hell, restores our souls, and brings us out from 
under Godôs wrath. 
 
The Gospel teaches us that we ought to focus on what 
is going on during Holy Week. For there on the cross, 

you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either 
cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither 
hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouthéôò 
7 ñé The Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospeléò 
8 The Book of Concord includes our doctrines of 
Christian faith. These doctrines include what we 
believe, teach, and confess based on what the 
Scriptures have to say. 
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The Son of God and our Lord, Jesus Christ takes upon 
Himself the curse of the Law which is death. By His 
blood, this curse is lifted, and ñby His wounds, we are 
healedò (Is. 53:5). Our transgression of the Law is 
atoned for which means that our sins are covered as 
they have already been paid in full by the precious 
blood of Christ on the cross. Through Him alone we 
may be found acceptable before God, through Him 
alone our sins are forgiven by faith and we are 
delivered from death and all punishments of sin, and 
are eternally saved. 
 
So, the Gospel encompasses everything that comforts. 
Everything that offers Godôs favor and grace to 
transgressors of the Law. It is a good and joyful 
message as sweet as Easter Sunday. It is a message 
that tells us that God will not punish our sins, but He 
will, instead, forgive them for Christôs sake. Romans 
4:25 says, ñ[Christ] was delivered up for our trespasses 
and raised for our justification9.ò 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21, ñFor our sake He (God) made Him 
(Christ) to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him 
(Christ) we might become the righteousness of God.ò 
Christ now stands in the place of all who believe in Him 
before the courts of heaven so that the Gospel 
message is now called ñthe power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes in Him.ò (Rm. 1:16)  
 
Therefore, in conclusion to this first part. Let us 
remember that the knowledge of God from the Law is 
much different from the knowledge of God obtained 
through the Gospel. For the Law reminds us of Godôs 
wrath and punishment, but the Gospel shares the 
knowledge of sins forgiven, grace, and the Son of God 
who dies in our place. ñHe was pierced for our 
transgression and crushed for our iniquityò (Is. 53:5). (to 
be continuedé) -Pastor Staehr 

 

                                           
9 Justification (justified - often taught ñjust-if-Iôd never 
sinnedò) means that in Christ we are declared 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(reckoned) righteous before Godôs strict, heavenly 
courts.  
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Kids Have Questions 
 
You have heard me emphasize how important it is 
for us to have ready answers for our kidsô 
questions and you have heard me promote the 
series Kids Have Questions on the Issues, Etc. 
podcast. Below is a small sampling of the 
questions I have been asked by Zion/Trinity kids 
and have answered. To hear my answers, follow 
Issues, Etc. on your podcast provider or check out 
issuesetc.org/kidshavequestions. Have your own 
question youôd like answered? Ask!  

 

¶ In the new earth if someone were to somehow 
sin would we have to start the whole thing 
over again? 

¶ Will we remember our lives or what earth was 
like after the resurrection? 

¶ Will people in hell get another chance? 

¶ The Bible says thereôs no sadness in heaven. 
What if you can see your family members on 
earth? How can you not be sad then? 

¶ Will everyone be equal in heaven or will some 
be higher up than others?  

¶ Will there be little kids on the new earth? 

¶ What will we do in heaven? Will we be able to 
look down to the earth? 

¶ In a family if mom believes in Jesus and Dad 
doesnôt, then when they die, will they ever get 
to see each other again?  

¶ Have you ever baptized a baby in the 
hospital? If so, what was it like? What would 
occasion something like that? 

¶ If a newborn baby dies (apart from Baptism), 
will they be saved? How does that work?  

¶ During times I feel like Iôm struggling to stay 
connected to God. How will I know I will be 
saved?  

¶ How do we know God cares for us? For all we 
know the Bible could be an old folklore. How 
do we know He exists? 

¶ When you have a bad day, what do you do? 

¶ If someone is feeling depressed, anxious, 
angry, and confused, what Bible passages will 
help boost their morale and strengthen their 
belief in God? 

¶ What are some ways to relieve pain and 
stress? 

¶ How do we have bad things - cancers, natural 
disasters, what is considered the Devilôs work, 
etcetera - if God is stronger than Satan? 

¶ Why does God keep letting his people suffer? 

¶ A lot of girls in my class say ñoh my f---ing 
Godò as everyday language. How can I help 
and why do you think they are saying this?  

¶ What do we do when someone is insulting 
your faith? 

¶ How do I encourage my parents to bring me 
to church every Sunday morning? 

¶ When my grandma was dying and sick I kind 
of wanted it to be over because waiting and 
seeing her like that hurt every day. I also 
wanted her to be with papa and I didnôt want 
her to hurt anymore. Does this make me a 
bad person? I felt guilty about it after she 
passed.  

¶ When death is inevitably coming, how do we 
deal with grief in a godly manner?  

¶ Iôm scared to go to heaven.  

¶ How do you handle standing by peopleôs 
bedsides while they die?  

¶ Is there any prayer made for when youôre 
about to die?  

¶ What does God think about suicide?  

¶ What is bi?   

¶ Is loving or being with the same gender 

https://issuesetc.org/kidshavequestions
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committing adultery?  

¶ In the Guinness book of World Records it 
says two males had a child. How do they say 
that that is true?  

¶ Can you be gay and seriously consider 
yourself a Christian?  

¶ How long should a good prayer be?  

¶ What will happen if I canôt really find time to 
pray or have nothing to pray about?  

¶ Why canôt girls be Lutheran pastors? 

¶ Why do we fold our hands when praying? Do 
we have to close our eyes?  

¶ If Adam and Eve are depicted as white, how 
do we have black people?  

¶ Does everyone have a guardian angel?  

¶ What does God do all day?  

¶ Personally I donôt believe in aliens but is there 
anything mentioned in the Bible about other 
life forms or even how God created other life 
forms or the universe?  

¶ Does God like us to have sports team that we 
like because he may be afraid of people 
honoring that sports team instead of him? 

¶ Can angels be touched?  

¶ Do you think God is in one of the galaxies or 
in heaven above the galaxies? 

¶ In heaven do people age?  

¶ Do you think that people actually go to hell 
and have people gone there already that we 
know of?  

¶ Why do some scientists not believe in God? 

¶ Was anybody in Jesusô time gay? 

¶ Is listening to bad music a sin?  

¶ If your parents tell you to do something that 
will harm you or others, are you still supposed 
to listen to them?  

¶ What do you mean by, ñYou donôt own your 
bodyò? I know God made it, but Iôm just 
confused.  

¶ How was the devil created? Was sin always 
there just like God was or did God create it 

when he made good and bad?  

¶ What are the best ways to get your mind in the 
Christian mode?  

¶ Will we feel pain on the new earth like if we 
feel something hot?  

¶ I donôt want to sound disrespectful 
whatsoever but we are Godôs perfect creation 
yet some people are born with defects such 
as Autism or Down syndrome. Why is that? 

¶ What is blasphemy?  

¶ Did dinosaurs exist in the Garden of Eden?  

¶ Was God a kid? If heôs eternal, then was he a 
kid?  

¶ Is there a reason God doesnôt speak to us or 
send an angel down and prove his existence?  

¶ What do people do when they have no 
church?  

¶ Did Jesus ever get sick as a boy? Did Jesus 
have friends as a boy and play with them like 
I do?  

¶ Will we recognize people we know in heaven?  

¶ What is a furry?  

¶ Why do people pick on other people that 
arenôt in your friend group? It feels like if you 
arenôt in the group youôll get picked on. I canôt 
be in every friend group but I donôt want to be 
picked on.  

¶ If I were to get married to a Catholic would 
God like it if I turned into a Catholic myself? 
Are we supposed to do that?  

¶ Many of my classmates say their parents told 
them they were mistakes. What does God 
think about that?  

¶ Is hell actually on fire?  

¶ Can you fly an airplane into heaven?  

¶ I heard from someone that you donôt have to 
come to church to be religious. Is this true?   

¶ Why did God create other planets when we 
are not using them for anything?  

¶ What are good and godly habits and bad 
habits?  
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¶ What are some good Bible quotes and stories 
that an athlete could benefit from?  

¶ Will things taste better on the new earth? 

¶ Iôve seen many videos and stories of people 
contacting the supernatural or bad spirits 
through things like Ouija boards or rituals. Is 
this possible or is it a hoax? 

¶ If there were miracles to this day, do you think 
that atheists or other nonbelievers of God 
would re-question their thinking? 

¶ What do you do when you feel like your 
parents donôt pay attention to you? 

¶ Would being a sperm donor be a sin because 
wouldnôt impregnating another woman be 
adultery? 

¶ What should I do about people who bully me 
about my weight if Iôve tried to ignore them 
and tell them to stop? 

¶ What do you do when you feel like nothing 
good happens in your life?  

¶ What about couples who canôt have babies? 
So the womanôs egg and the manôs sperm is 
put into a different woman that is paid to 
develop the baby. (Surrogacy) 

¶ What should you look for in a good husband? 
Before marriage, what do I consider when 
looking for a spouse? 

¶ Why would God want to make someone 
blind?  

¶ Why do rich people forget about God? 
Shouldnôt they be the most grateful? 

¶ What does the Bible mean by ñsexual 
immoralityò?  

¶ If you turn to God and confess him at the last 
moment, do you still go to heaven? 

¶ Why is murder illegal but abortion is legal?  

¶ When medical professionals throw out 
fertilized eggs in the process of surrogacy, are 
they throwing out a live baby?  

¶ So why do you give us homework if you know 
that some people donôt do it?  

¶ Why doesnôt God make it so that we can talk 
to people in heaven?  

¶ Why do we have closed Communion?  

¶ Why do people do human trafficking? How 
can they be so cold hearted?  

¶ What does the devil look like?  

¶ Will there be school on the new earth?  

¶ Does the Bible say anything about currency 
and money or is that part of sin because of 
how we worship it?  

¶ Do our pets know who God is?  

¶ Are psychics associated with the devil? 

¶ Do people have to eat or sleep in heaven?  

¶ Will we have technology on the new earth? 

¶ Will everyone work in Hell?  

¶ What do people become when they die if not 
angels?  

¶ Are haunted houses bad?  

¶ Is Halloween worshiping the Devil or a 
celebration of harvest?  

¶ Is watching a horror film sinful or bad?  

¶ What does the Bible say about ghosts?  

¶ Is it bad to like learning about Roman or Greek 
gods? 

¶ Can angels be animals or different objects? 

¶ Why are games like Fortnite made if theyôre 
bad? Why does God allow people to make 
games like Fortnite? 

 
This is but a very small sampling of the thousands 
of questions your kids/grandkids have asked. 
Every one of them matters. Every one of them 
deserves a good answer. Are you equipping 
yourself to provide good answers? Kids Have 
Questions on Issues, Etc. is a great place to start. 
Consistency in worship and Bible class are musts. 
And I have resources ready for you to equip you 
in this sacred task that we all share to raise our 
children in the fear and instruction of the Lord. 
Questions are welcome in the churché Godôs 
Word provides good answers. Ł Pastor Conner  
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Preschool Praises for March   
 
We unfortunately had some more snow days in the month of March but were still 
able to enjoy some fun activities and learning in the classroom along with learning 
more about how amazing Jesus is with Pastor Conner during Chapel. 
 
March is known for the month of reading and we enjoyed some fun activities such as 
dress up days for Dr. Seuss week, invited in guest readers, students brought in their 
favorite books to share with the class, worked together as a class and made up our 
own silly story, read books using flashlights, and so much more! 
 
Even with the snow days, we made sure to get time in to meet with Pastor Conner and Miss Kathryn. Jesus is amazing 
and Pastor Conner told the preschoolers about some amazing things that Jesus has done. Jesus raised Jairus' 
daughter after she had died and healed a man that was born blind. We continued to talk about how amazing Jesus 
is in the classroom and watched more from Ollie the Owl and his friends who love to teach the kids about different 
Bible stories! 
 
Miss Kathryn started to teach the preschoolers a couple of new songs and they are catching on quickly. Our Dad's 
Day event is coming up and they will be able to share those songs with their dads!  
 
A heartfelt thank you for all those that helped us fill our snack cupboard! We are truly grateful for all of your support 
whether you brought in snack items or gave a monetary donation that we are able to use to purchase snack items 
and supplies. Because of you, we are able to feed our preschoolers delicious and nutritious snacks throughout the 
year!  
 
Blessings,  
Miss Amy & Miss Melanie 
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Your support allows 
us to share the love 
of Jesus with every 
single one of these 
children and their 
families. Thank you!  
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Amigos en Cristo 
     News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cristo:  

Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church  
 Pastor Pedro Lopez, Denison, Iowa  April 2025  

 A new area that has been on our 
mind is Early. We met a family that 
owns a Cuban restaurant there and 
they are the ones that invited us to 
have a summer fest where we sold 
tacos and handed out information 
about our ministries. We continue to 
visit them and now we have been 
asked if we can bring a Bible study 
there to them. We ask for prayers 
as we search for a place to meet 
with them since they are eager and 
looking forward to studying the 
Word of God.  
 

Rev. Pedro Lopez, 
Asst. to the 
President  
Missionary at 
Large, 
pedro@iowadistrict
west.org,  
571-606-7600 

Our ministry in Denison 
continues with our intentional 
ministry going on at the 
personal level, encouraging 
members and people to be part 
of our ministry there. We are 
serving the community in a 
different way. I have done a 
couple of funerals in the 
community for Spanish 
speaking people and have been 
helping our local funeral home 
with interpreting for families that 
come for their services. This is 
an opportunity to get to know 
people and tell them about our 
church. One of the families I met 
is now attending our Sunday 
services. Praise be to God! We 
still have Bible studies with 
different people in a personal 
way and continue to have our 
Worship service every Sunday 
afternoon. Bringing new people 
into the ministry is our priority 
here. Please continue to pray 
for our Denison group. 
 

Blessings to all on this Lent season. Here is a recap of your Hispanic Ministry 
in IDW. At St. Paul-Carroll, we continue to meet on Saturday evenings for 
Praise, Prayer, and Bible study. We continue to look for ways to meet new 
people by being present in the community. As I had mentioned before, I have 
been participating in the new group in Carroll called Carroll Cultural Alliance. 
By being the Vice-President of this organization, I believe I am helping new 
immigrants and the Carroll community to be more in harmony, which gives 
me an opportunity to meet new people and future leaders. We will also be 
starting our fifth season of ESL on April 8 meeting on Tuesdays and Fridays 
from 6:30 to 8:30pm. Thanks to our volunteers who are always willing and 
ready to help and support. We continue to grow in numbers and quality.  
 
 In Storm Lake, we have been 

blessed by the ongoing 
participation of our families from 
both Grace and St. John who 
have united to help open an 
ESL class there. However, this 
did not work out for us this time 
with having to cancel because 
of bad weather conditions and 
not having any students show 
up for class we ended up 
cancelling for now. We are 
planning to organize better and 
start a class again soon. We 
continue to offer Bible study 
every Wednesday. We often 
meet at peopleôs houses or at 
Grace Lutheran Church. Our 
worship services are on Sunday 
mornings at 11:00 am. We have 
also been participating with St. 
John at their swaddling clothes 
program once a month. We 
have made a few friends that we 
have invited to church. Praying 
that they will visit us one of 
these days. 
 

At Hartley, our ESL class began on March 
24. We are excited for this! We are also 
looking at expanding our ministry through 
the Bible study that is led by our Deacon 
Noel. Families continue to support the 
effort but their work schedules and 
families moving out of town has been a 
handicap to this outreach. Nevertheless, 
some of our new members are 
participating in the English worship 
service and are active there. We are 
hoping to meet new people in our ESL 
spring season. Please continue to pray for 
us and be ready to support in future 
opportunities; Bendiciones a todos. 
 

mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
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Stephen is giving a lecture on ñThe Heart of Chinese 
Culture and Gospel Proclamationò among fellow Chinese 
pastors, students, missionaries and twenty graduate 
students from Myanmar who are supported by 
scholarships from the late Missionary James Rimbach. 

So cute, right?! They are taught Godôs Word by 
Mission Partner Emma Nagy. I got to help teach 
them with the mission team of three great guys from 
Divine Shepherd in Omaha. 

Mike from Divine Shepherd teaches the Word to a 
student in Mission Partner Sarah Huhnôs class in 
Concordia Middle School in Chiayi, Taiwan. 

Tony from Divine Shepherd helps students with their Bible 
homework. 

To support our passion, vision and work by giving, go to 
https://missionofchrist.org/oliver  

https://missionofchrist.org/oliver


20 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prison Ministry Bibles came all the way from 
Omaha to help Mission Partner Naomi 
Lockwood in her prison ministry in Taiwan jails. 
Pastor Brent Smith, Tony and Mike came on an 
ñEncouragement & Exploratoryò short mission 
trip to Taiwan, and their mission passion and 
encouragement was uplifting to us all. 

Ginny (with hat) is standing with volleyball teammates at her 
school. She also plays soccer and basketball. 

Gary is a good long distance runner. He is on the 
right (black clothes, green shoes) with his coach 
out front. 

PRAYERS 
1. Pray for these last two months of school for all 

of us. 
2. Pray for Isaacôs college guidance as he is still 

deciding. 
3. Pray for our health (I need prostate reduction 

surgery before long). 
4. Pray for my students that Godôs Word will 

shape their lives and ministries. 
5. Pray for our summer plans as many things are 

still uncertain. 
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New Deaconess Class Begins Again 
In February we started our second to last deaconess class in this group of deaconess students. Our Luke-Acts class 
will finish at the end of March. Directly after, we will then begin the final class, Diaconal Care, with our 4 deaconess 
students. Our current Luke-Acts class was also offered as a continuing education class for deaconesses around the 
region. On average we have 6 additional Dominican deaconesses each week in class/ on zoom with us. Graduation 
is planned for end of this May. 
 
New Missionaries (Praise the Lord) 
If you follow Tirzahôs Missionary Tales on Facebook, youôll already know that in January we welcomed two new 
families to the LAC family. The Groth family will serve in Belize as career missionaries. They are here in the DR until 
mid-May finishing orientation. The Mroczenski family will serve in Puerto Rico. Vicar Paul will do a 2 year vicarage 
before returning to CTSFW to finish his 4th year. They deploy for Puerto Rico next week! Please keep this two 
families in your prayers as they continue their orientation, language learning and transition. Additionally, we hope to 
welcome two other new missionaries very soon who will live and serve in the DR. Abigail Young will serve as a music 
teacher and Aaron Reith as a technology support person. Keep them in your prayers as they conclude their final 
weeks in the USA.  
 
New Opportunities: BelizeðCasa de Misericordia  
At the end of January we held our bi-annual regional meetings in Belize. It was a wonderful time for our team to 
update one another, plan for the next 6 months and spend time with our three missionary families that live and serve 
there. After the regional team left, I spent an additional five days in Belize visiting more intentionally with our 
missionaries as well as offering support to Pastor Benjamin Flores on a new project. He has been working on the 
possibility of a Casa de Misericordia (Mercy House) in his congregation in Valley of Peace, Belize. The mercy house 
(a concept based project and not a physical location) will, God willing, allow them to better serve the church and 
those in its community. Valley of Peace has a number of families in their community that have children with 
disabilities. Due to logistical, financial or accessibility issues these families all could greatly benefit from additional 
support. More importantly, by reaching out to each of these families, Pastor Benjamin has been able to continue to 
share the Gospel with them. What a joy it was to visit each family with him and get to know these wonderful people. 
We were also able to meet with individuals from a therapy center to start building connections with local community 
resources. The hope is that easier access to physical therapy might be possible for these families through a monthly 
mobile clinic set up at the church. Please keep our missionaries, this project and these families in your prayers. 
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New Missionary Baby  
The beginning of January brought about the baptism of our newest missionary! José Augusto Elberhardt was born 
at the end of December to Pastor Lucas and his wife Agatha. I traveled to Santo Domingo to celebrate with the family 
and some fellow missionaries. The same day, our church Amigos de Cristo also celebrated a second baptism and 
two  
confirmations. Praise the Lord for new members.  
 
FPH (Formación Pastoral para Hispanoamérica) Conference  
The first full week in January brought men from 12 different countries to the DR. Our annual FPH conference brings 
distance pastoral students, professors and mentors to Santiago for a week of learning and fellowship. FPH is one of 
our DR seminaryôs programs and stands for ñPastoral Formation for Hispanic America.ò It is similar to the SMP 
program offered by our St. Louis and Fort Wayne Seminaries; that is pastoral formation from a distance. This year, 
we also had a few prospective students come to see the Seminary and learn more. Thanks be to God, we have 10 
students signed up for next year (September) to come and study at our Seminary! We keep these men in prayer as 
they prepare.  
 
5 Years 
Last month I celebrated my five year anniversary of moving to the Dominican! I am thankful for the opportunity to 
continue to serve here in the DR. I am grateful for all I've learned and the people I get to serve and serve with. May 
the Lord continue to strengthen and sustain me and my fellow missionaries as we seek to serve Him and share the 
Good News. I continue to pray for the Lordôs will to be done in my life and I look forward to serving Him in the DR as 
long as He would keep me here. If youôve been with me since 2019 or youôre newer here, THANK YOU for your 
continued, love, encouragement and support. To God be the glory 

 

Serve Now  
Have you ever thought of serving as a missionary or 
know someone who is interested in mission work? 
We are looking for many types of missionaries and 
someone to work with me in MISSIONARY CARE!! 
Check out this link for short-term teams coming to 
LAC or opportunities to serve as a missionary in one 
of our regions: (www.lcms.org/servenow)  

 

Please Pray For:  

¶ Our many new missionaries in transition, 
including the Groth, Mroczenski, Reith, Young 
and Bishop Families. 

¶ Our students studying in the Dominican to be 
deaconesses 

¶ The Sharp family who just moved from Uruguay 
to Puerto Rico 

¶ That the Lord will send someone to work in 
Missionary Care alongside of our team in the DR 

 

http://www.lcms.org/servenow
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Zion Ladies Guild March Secretary Report  
 
The regular meeting was held on March 12. Pastor Comer led the Bible study 
on Luke 13. President Muhlbauer called the meeting to order in the Name of 
the Triune God. League Pledge. Roll call was with: What would you like to 
see come Manning? Several responded with a grocery store, some 
responded with restaurant, Chinese or Mexican. 13 guests were present. 
Birthdays: Shannon Walters 13th, Myra Luetje 17th, Linda Vinke 23rd, 
Rebecca Conner 28th, Joelle Puck-31th  
 
The secretary's report read and approved. Thank yous from Duane Otto family and Rev. Ferry. 
Mite box passed and prayer read.  
 
The Treasures report handed out for those attending to read. Kitchen report given by Linnet. Donation from the 
Duane Otto family for helping serve received. Thrivent card received /donated to the kitchen as well to help with 
expenses 
 
Circle and Human Care: Quilts donated went to Ukraine. 6 quilts have been donated locally for benefit Action suctions 
locally in the Manning. Denison, Manilla 
 
Old Business: Roof fund fundraiser tabled 
 
New duties were reviewed on what our responsibility is with the new year and changes made 
 
New Business: Spring rally discussed. The theme for the upcoming April 12 rally is "Making Connectionsò Speaker 
Rhonda Mohr will be our speaker, with brunch served and district meeting. Anyone from our church is welcome to 
attend 
 
Sue Puck will attend the ZONE meeting this Sunday 
 
The meeting was adjoined. The Lord's Prayer and table prayer were recited. Lunch was served by Connie 
Ahrendsen, and Paula Vogle for Janet Smith 
 
Secretary Gloria Ewoldt  
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DATE:  3/18/2025 
Priscilla Guild was called to order in the name of the Triune God by 
President Cathie Segebart with 7 members and Pastor Staehr present.  
BL gave Christian life on John 13:14, Jesus as teacher.  She found this 
on the LWML website.  This was about Jesus washing the disciplesô feet, 
with Peter missing the point.  Jesus was demonstrating humility and love, 
as pastors and catechumens are to display humility and love.  We love 
because He first loved us.  
 
The minutes from the previous meeting were read and approved as read. The treasurerôs report was approved.  On 
March 4, the Denison Zone Prayer Service was attended by about 20 people.  On March 15, the baptism dinner 
served approximately 40-50.  The food was excellent, with a beautiful cake for dessert.  Cathie Segebart reported 
going to Orphan Grain Train and packing for shipment.  We discussed the upcoming Spring Rally.  It will be held at 
St. Johnôs at Kiron.  Registration is at 9:00 a.m. and the Rally begins at 9:30 a.m.  We should bring all collection 
items in before then so Cathie can take them to Jane Gronau.  We will serve the Lenten supper for March 19 with a 
taco bar.   
 
We discussed the guidelines for funeral lunches and for borrowing church property.  We discussed kitchen cleaning.  
We will have 2 confirmands from Trinity this year.  The Guild supplies the flowers for them, so Susan will call Kristinaôs 
Flowers and order 2 red carnations and pick them up.  Confirmation for Trinity will be Saturday, April 26.   
 
Pastor Staehr gave a devotion on Confession of St. Patrick.  
He talked about St. Patrickôs life before and after he was sold 
into slavery from France.  Christianity was now legal, and St. 
Patrick learned about it in Ireland while he was there.  He was 
released from slavery and went back to Ireland to spread 
Christianity there because of the other religions that were being 
practiced there.  Pastor also talked about the symbol that he 
used, the three leaf clover.  St. Patrick drove out the snake 
infestation in Ireland and saved bite victims.  The colors of the 
Irish flag come from that time, green for the Catholic church, 
orange for the Protestant church, and a band of white between 
to symbolize peace between the two.  Co-Chairpersons for 
April are Judy Lingle and Joleen Spies.  Our next meeting will 
be April 22 at 2:30 p.m.  Confirmation will be April 26 at 5:00 
p.m.  The meeting ended with the Lord's Prayer and the Table 
Prayer. 
 
Susan Mahnke, Secretary 
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Snapshots of Zion 

Ruby B. is baptized 
while the children of 
Zion enthusiastically 
watch.  

New members: Steven, Kristen, Harlow, and Ruby 
Bieret 

Jr. High Youth deliver meals to home-limited 
members. Thank you to parents Jen M., Kyle A., 
Dan S., and Eric R.  

Robbie G. and 
Adam A. smile 
with meal 
recipient Betty 
S.  

Youth and families enjoy 
our congregational Lenten 
meals. Huge thanks to 
Jodi R., Jill A., Jen M., 
Kathryn S., and the youth 
families for organizing and 
providing them!   

Confirmation girls lead the 
actions to a song.  


