this
I gifts under a Christmas tree in advance of
Christmas. Why do peoy

Doing the FaittReading Our Bibles skip the giftwrap and just hand out the gifts? Ye:
the wrapping marks the gifts and the occasion &
Christianity, as we detailed last month, isSPeci al , but thereods
something you do, something we should perhaH%U”‘-‘t anticipation. It builds desire and Ior_lglng.
train ourselves to think of as a verb. We captureffnd that focuses our energy and attention ol
this truth like this: CBBIM3ation is Christos
we receive by faith. Christianity is our work, whi

C . :
we don word and deekhd the doing of the faith Brtake another example: Parents are trying to g

. . . their young children to eat their vegetables. |
reinforces the faith. The chhasbaptured this thereos desert Jfyowmaatt

in the pithy Latin phreeseorandi, lex credendi
(the law of praying is the law of believing). The W%e;e\:t,i Z)OLJ SnTeS to 3‘32 é]/ogrt abl es
the church prays/worships, the actions of the faittl‘he parents might n’ot realize it, but the parenf

na only reveals what the church believes, but i&re triggering the dopamine respouitding

Sh"’.‘pes .What the chur_ch belléicesmhat_ we anticipation, to motivate their children. Dopamin
believe informs our actions and our actions Shapr%otivates us. It moves us to take action towar

and reinforce our beliefs. something we perceive as pleasurable or

Last month we discussed the action of worshipgwardingeven if it requires deirigrd thing to
and the essential nature of the gathering of th&€t It

gatheredt o recei ve Godobs ﬂ1isfistr% é)f J'J%éj}ﬂeeﬂi\?ﬁ'ss
: . : : gularly m nl?) la y ertisers
life, and salvation. This month wethgrattion o|igita| game developers, social media, Al

\CI)J rea?énﬁo(;tér tﬁletz)lre\:\i)i??)]:‘oéeib\?éerlag d(i)r?t pvrvaéc?i(r: hatbots, and so forth. But it can be harnessed fi
ayjt iate h i Ith'e t'g’n ) OS ood. In fact, we can tap into this anticipatiot
need to appreciate how critical this action is. hemical to help us re

oL braine actuall avenotaremiter cabed T 011 s h Before y doutholgl, wwant to
u S actually urotrans c make it clear that I

dopamine that POWers thike to think OT '_[his- everybody needs to adbptmethod of Bible
supeipowered chemical as the anticipation reading 6 m g o i .1if gou hage asnethod e

chemical. that is working for you, fantastic! The best Bibl

Let me give you an image: Think back toreéading method is the one youowlii fict, |
Christmas (either to Christmas 2025 or to awoAuId love to hear what method is working for yo
Christmas from your childhood). In most homes O m al ways eager to |
families wrap gifts. Sometimes they place thos&ith Christians have addpoed which they are

1l use the phrase fdgat he (Christi the bne true &ithd dateh eSrpe d d tt o
Martin Lutheros expl anatoiuon rodspcmrese hus € htand att
Spirit in his explanation to the Third Article of themeans Jesus has given to bring life and salvation: TF
Apostlesd Creed wher e h e@reaelx\Woldand gigen Saérgmertse Hol y ¢
calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole
Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus
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findingExperience has taught me, however, thatare attached to the word, so translators retain i
mo st Christians d o n 6 t Thehsimplee andastraigteforntacd dneanirig at th
working for thenMost Christians are not Hebrew wardhowever,is happy We 6 v
practicing thregulaaction of reading Scripture. di scussed this before,
As such, they are missing the wisdom and wonddleeting happiness. This is a ballasted, steadyin
thatcomesfralio d 6 s Wor d. happiness.

As we turn to the met ISothe psalmist gadesarigingttlee happyrmas
want to start by challenging us all with a simpléppreciateth®ton 6t you want t
dictumGet this phrase in your his@ddusty that what every person on the planet wants’
Bibles Dusty Bibles are neglected Bibles. Doesndét that | ie behir
Neglected Bibles cannot nourish needy soulsAr en 6t we constantly
They cannot shape ignorant minds. They canndor lasting happiness?

convict blind sinners. They cannot save lost souls. _
he psal mi st knows t he

If I might build on this, | would challenge usto léi e y , [ know you want
dust accumulate on our remote controls andvhere happiness is foimagine all the money
screens before it covers our Bibles. And if | migiteople spend every year chasing after happines
point out why this is so challenging fmr us  wherthe dusty Bibles on our shelves are offering
screens (or, rather, their creators) know how td for free!

trigger the dopamine response. They know how to _ o

awaken longing in us, a longing that pulisrus to  1h€ psalmiststarts by describing  where:
screensPerhaps you should take a moment to happiness s not found. It i
meditate on the reality of where the dustfellowship with sin and stugéditythe world is
accumul ates in your | ifulgfthig!)iigfoynd thejay gfghg Loidie

thatDo n 6 t |cever ydurrBible. iNa dusty word forlaw (Torah) ‘meangeachingor

Bibles! instructiclGod 6s teachi nBgt br
notice whalhe psalmistys, happiness is found
Now, | etds discuss t handdightingoan Gmfd 6rse amethitatiggi onu
Letds begin with Scr i pniudayeand nigls. @b you sed theeactipnsohth
with these remarkable words: faith? This isnbét a s|

, thing. This is a leahhabit.
Blessed is the man

who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, That 6 s what wedre ai mi
nor stands in the way of sinners, the honed habit of reading our Bibles, of delightir
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; in Godébés teaching. He |
but his delight is in the law of the LORD, Word before WorldndThe Regular Return
and on his law he meditates day and night. He r e 6 s  hVdevall have wakiog rdutines,
Psalm 1:2 routines we either intentionally or unintentionall
) ) _follow most mornings. These first moments of yo
There are several things to notice about th'smorning are critical. Think through a typica
psalm. First, the wdbtessedis a legacy morning. What do you do? More specifically

translation, kind of tixe wor@rti n t he Lphbsd Qokce or voices are yoingnito your
Prayer (Our Father,atib n He ®People € ) .

2



mind in those first moments of your day? Many diuilds anticipation. It triggers the dopamine
us wake up and turn to a screen, the morningesponselt produces a regular happy feeling of
news, social media, our email, etc. Think aboutope and eagerness.

what youdre doing. You are inviting those v
set the trajectory of your thoughtsufatay. You may choose to anchor prayértbbefore
You are inviting those voices to teach you, tgVorld ~and wedl | cover |

excite you, to frustrate you, to discourafe you. article, but the main goal for now is to keep oL
those voices to catechize you. e our first teacher of the day.

For most of wus, this iO8cs &e marming Qaﬁpqsqgg,wquMEtpt 0
habitAnd thatos preciselReOUAyRepmi nhear edpsi s hpw
way most of our habits come to be; they happeromewhere in the middle of your day you wi
because we slide into tiRuhwe need to realize  'eturn to the same section of Scripture you read
two things: 1) They are hadits 2)They do themorningand you will read it again, again for
affect us. Habits do t”HeieWEjV§ m'rﬂuwﬂd&h@.somewherﬁ ‘}QWa@'
turning our waking moments over to any numbdp€ end of your day you will do ibagaire
of voices and habitually inviting them to catechiz&Ection of text for three to five minutes. Notice tt
us, often in the ways of the world. And they ardMme commitment, over the course of the whol
doing it very well. day weodre aiming for
may scoff at such a low number,refitshe wh vy
This is why | &d6m Wodcoulr@mi sgggestiongaddopts
before Worldou need to reclaim those waking achievable. As | said before, if you have mor
moment s for Godobs Wo tinte, wontedul. You can dpend assmauth tinhed
catechize you. Now, before you start listingoffabod 6 s Word as you wanh
the reasons why you caepaefddo thisdgpiagkdgep
you want to know the happiness the psalmist o r n o wng efterGhe kabita i m
describes. If you do, read en t¢ 6 ¥orch o w ) ) )
before Worlavorks. You get to pick where you Y€S.you will be readithg same section of text
want to start i n yourthregfimeyqu mayyngiglybe regjsgnt i this.
Gospel. Maybe youoll pghekogndogsdcadi s@df U
pick. Once you do, read for three toifiutes. repetition. Webdve bee
You are welcome to read longer, but the goal hef@09ress. Progreascording to this myteans
is not to set wup unac Weviag fgryardeand geyer loopipg, hagk. Ry

A

attain that result in us getting discouraged, "€r e€6s what the myth
believing them impossible, and quitting. move forward you need a regular return. Athlete

understand this. They regularly return to the
Withword before Woytsl pick where you want  basics. Musicians understand this. They regular
to start and then you read for three to five minuteseturn to thescalesSoldiers understand this.
And herebds how you waTheyregutarly eefurpto thadrills. t he t e
Wh at is God going to teach me? Whatds goi n
happen next in the stofiffese questions Progress in CAhnstlanlty requires a regular retur
effectively cwapadth®@odd® WOMAPsSi Wogids ¢ Remembe
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The happy man medi t at eeveryoday isGerdaflysnvigomting dnd enlgenid
and nightHe used the waomdtditate | & m u $hese ghree daily anticipated gifts do somethin

the phrasehe regular returthey mean the mor e: They drive away
same thind-here are two things | want to point suggesting that if you read your Bible three time
out about this: The Regular Ret@mmeditating a day you wondt strug:¢

on Godos Word) buil ds itail hel®eaef time it will congtruat mew memtal
on which you can hanp e | a n g u a g epatlawhys, Gewdnvays of thinking, that lead awa
Word, the concepts, the worldview, the promise$;om sin andto righteous and happy living.
andthehope. 2) It builds anticipation into your day

by giving you something to look forward to. Sin is often a ment al
dealing with addictive sin. Addictive sin (alcoho

Let 6s t ake [Rebhecdaanaviere t u rparnograplyesabstances, foodhgdcRs our
teaching our children to read, we discovered thdesires. It tells us that happiness is found in havir
power of regul ar r ep e taicermio substafich eryin cgriaid mokdes n e
of intense reading instruction once or twice another pleastsaturated treand it lodges that
week. They needed ten to fifteen minutes a dayonging in our minds so that we yearn for it. |
The power wasndt i n awantstolbeeomsteeshing weropk forward to. B
was irthe repetitioft. built a scaffolding in their the thing about sin is that it always overpromise
minds upon which to hang pronunciations,and underdelivers. In fact, what it delivers is
spelling, grammar, aighetevekoncepts. dysfuniton discord, breakdown, and chaos.

The same holds true wiarhc erpetaudailnigz i Gagd G dWer
The power is in the repetitidnd s n ot tth aopen @eed 6day triggers the dopamine
Word i s powerl ess unl respase, buids anticigapoa, aahderewardsi yo
our ability to recall it and apply it and delightinitisi t h Godés trut h, twi s
strengthened through our regular fEtigns make the sinful desires go away, although ove
why we shoul dndt | ook tindeadtweny wellumight.nMhat & will da,tthough, |
15 minutes a day. Those brief minutes arebuild positive desire and bring positive reward, tt
multiplied and magnified, like compound interespositive reward of happiness.
when we repeat the process daily.

, L To discover and enjoy the happiness the psalmi
The Regular Retuatso builds anticipation. celebrates, we need to be commiNedusty
Remember earlier when | encouraged us tOgjples And the way we do that is th
approach Godos Word a sefdredwotaldTh¥ RegulaPRetisb W5t 8P P €

building this image in your mind, you can tel,qyr Bible and get started! Do Christianity. Do tt
yourself that you get to open three presents eveigjth.

day, one at the beginning of your day, the
middle, and one at the &hds gives you three 1 pastor Conner
things to look forward to every day.

This is something incredibly important for us to
appreciate. The human mind needs something to
look forward, Bind having three gifts to anticipate
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fconstant i n prayero

i mportant way of pray.i
focused times of prayer. For example, a husban
and wife who only talk in snippets to one anothe
throughout the day would have a shallow
rel ati ons h sipess paftoets) bt b
|l overs. You canoOtundbui

bites.

A PRAYING LIFE Another objection is busyness. When | first heat
unless he had three or four hours of prayer daily

The alarm rings out loudly into the cold Januarycratiched my head. Knowing how busy Luthe

morning. The thought of hitting snooze and rollinf &S » Y 0 U0 d think he w
back over crosses your mind, but you push it offOW. yearater, it makes perfect sense. In fact,
out of habit. And quietly thank God for another d4{/© more pressure, the more I need to pray. | prz
and for three blessings in your life. Your feet hlf! the morning because my life is so pressured.

thefloor and your off for the day. Or perhaps you . .
walk up slowly letting the pot of coffee brew snajl YOU aré not praying, then you are quietly
onfident that time, money and talent are all yo

your Bible and prayer journal and head to th
dinner table for a slow ease into the morning speﬁ‘t . .
in the Word and prayer. Or maybe not. Maybe thht® © Pusy. But i f, ik

would beraidyllic dream but not at all how your 90 i€ on your own, then no matter how busy, r
morning ever starts. matter how tired you are, you will find the time t

pray.o (Miller, 37).

eed in |ife. Youol I e

But what does a praying life look like? Paul E. . _ . . S
Mi | | e A Rrayingiifeodonnecting with God Taklng_the time to grow |n_the spiritual d|_3(:|p||n§
in a Distracting Warffiérs many great insights in prayer is vastly important in each of our lives. Tin
how to bolster your prayer life. Which may seer}jl Prayer makes us more dependent on God an
daunting in our alread{yelPsrgnnduswhg r%\lajblytls 'npcﬁng%i' ?(le{
dondt have time to makbkOfPhBOLj gﬁ o f Bl 1026 1o
kneel, or sit quietly with a list of prayers and cuend having dreams of what might be in the ne\
of coffee. | have tteald climbing all over me as Y€&" You might be at a loss at where to start i
soon as they wake me @PWNg s spiriual discipling. Paul,E. iille
you think. Or, 61 6m ueﬁve%t?f" SigR§ {0 cqngjder ugng.qwhichy wi
possite to get to my busy meetings, | barely have) ©t € bel ow. "But i f yoL
time for breakfast | e teadngtgigbookin fh%rgavy).fe%r,randgfﬁo%lzee
woman at Zion consider joining our book club a
iNo matter when or h 0\%-2re@dethropghtgngb,ookw%etheéqng Maegt ory
reasons why we canodt &M Sng Runday,Jgeflg pm. (Sge .
a regular prayer time. One objection to a dailf€ SIgup sheet in the fellowsHip hall to snag
prayer time is Al praPurepyordfe (ime. o whil
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1 Get upPraying in bed is wonderful. In fact,
| know this is an area for me that can alwaysbe t he more you pray ou
improved upon and that one day | would loveto pr ay i n bed. But y
hear my children or grandchildren say of me, the morning prayer time in bed. Some of my
way we do for my dadosr inohmestil SHhreadyse rb & @ rme 3
prayer warrior her whole life, long before that was praying. But those prayer times onlydegan t
ever a at aelegaty to beAkmown for, emerge because | got out of bed to pray.
someone who intercedes for others and is at the
foot of Jesus daily and often in prayer. What a § Get awakdlaybe you need to make a pot of
discipline to aspire to. coffee first or take a shower.

Paul E. Millers, fiTake q8eadduietplad@ahb & foom, a chair, or
AWhen it comes to spedaglacewih alviewh®r maybe ybu d&isete
take baby steps. Donogoingfer b walk MukeSifd thad nd oné

and then collapse. If you can remember a
time in your life when you had a great half

hour of prayer, donodtgg@aénfortdbBdhoy OHEePt 3R
Start slowly. Take a baby step wiifivtes. pray on your kneEsr years | was hindered
) ) from praying because | found it so
There is no one way to do this. Some people pray yncomfortable to pray on my knees.
on their way to work. My one caution is that it is
tough to be intimate when you are multitasking. Itq Get goingStart with just five minutes. Start

yvould weaken a marriage if talking to yOur Spouse - yjith a small goal that you can attain rathel
in the car was the only time you communicated. It { han somet hin g heroi

willdo the same to your relationship with God.

interrupt you.

time will fly.

Here are seven s_imple suggestipns for hovx_/ YOU ¢ Keep goingConsistency is more important
can spend time with your Father in the morning: = 1,54 length. If you pray five minutes every

1 Get to bed/Vhat you do in the evening will

day, then the length of time will slowly grow

: : Youol | |l ook up and
shape your morning. The Hebrew notionofa i nut es have gone by
day as the evening and morning (see Genesis  God. Jesus is so concerned about hanging i
1) helps you plan for prayer. If you wantto  {hee  wi t h prayer that

pray in the morning, then plan your evening

parable to show them that they should alway:

so you dondt stay up tpo0yyl agtpeg pldie @Eived i g
the morning are connected.
Regardless of how or when you pray, if you giv
God the space, he will touch your soul. God knov

2 Miller, Paul E. (2089praying Life: Connecting with
God in a Distracting WoléiPress. (pg. 37, 38, 39,
& 269).
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you are exhausted, but at the same time he |
to be part of your |
39).

In need of help thinking of what to pray fo
about? Consider snag
from the church to help guide you. Or looki
invest in a few books to help you pray? | rath
Kayl ene Y o 4D eScripteire Based
Prayers to Prayan@o en
Scripture Based Prayers to Pray Over

Chi | dMarg rpday like Luther? Consid
dusting off your old catechism and pra
Lutherés morning or

Or use a devotional
devotinali New Mor ni ng Mer

However, you choose to get started my chall
for you in 2026 is to try to grow in some way i
area of spiritual di
from scratch or learning new ways to add t
already vibrant discipline, we all can benefit
graving in our prayer time with God. You can §
a fresh journal and start prayer journalling, or
index cards with notes of prayers and pra
requests to help you focus on certain ped
needs or prayers.

AiWe dondt need a pra
duty. That would wear thin quickly. We need

Resources Mentioned Above:

§4 God in a Distracting World

“PRAYING LIFE | by Paul E. Miller

Paul E. Miller

405CR1‘-|UNc
BASED
PRAYERS
TO PRAY

40 Scripture Based Prayers
to Pray Over Your Children
by Kaylene Yoder

40 Scripture Based Prayers to
Pray Over Your Husband

OVER YOUR

GUSIN] by Kaylene Yoder

KAYLENE
b YOOER
(= R

New Morning Mercies: A j\jl

Daily Gospel Devotional | s
by Paul David Tripp l\/['

Portals of Prayer

to be with our Father every day because every

our hearts and the hearts of those around us
overgrown with weeds. We need to reflect o
lives aneéngage God with the condition of @
souls and the souls he has entrusted to our
or put in our paths. In a fallen world, these th
do not come aut omat.i

Will you join me in 2026 growing in the spir
discipline of prayer? | pray you will.

Luther’s Small
Catechism

&

A PRAYING LIFE




Epiphany A finds its way into the heart and changes enemie
of God into children of God.

Time to
Reﬂe(_:t on This transformation is especially relevant in th
Baptism Sacrament of Holy Baptism where lost anc

condemned persons come to have their sins
washed away in a powerfully cleansing flood.
(Luther in His
sermons  wished There in those waters, all who are baptized hav
that there was a received the Holy Spirit who is at work through tt

time to reflect on  external; that is, spoken Word of God to produc
Baptism a bit more saving faith.

within the Church

\),/V;S ?h:a zeasonEhz " Pth& Brfall Catechism of Luther affirms this in th
said was most suited to this occasion) explanation to the Third Article of the Creed whe

the question isposedvVh at doeas t h

The season of Epiphany is a time in the Churc® confess of the Holy Spirit that we canno
year where we look more deeply into the ways iR€lieve onourowinb ut  t he Holy
which God reveals Himself. One of the mosf"® by the Gospel eo

significant being the revelation of His Son, Jesus

Christ on Earth among those whom He create t¢€t: the explanation of what the Spirit does doe
suffer and die for us not end with merely calling us by the Gospel

Instead, the explanation contineetightened

However, during this season, we also recogniz8'e With His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the tr

that God reveals His own will for His peoplef aith.o

throughout the Scriptures as He again and again . . o
delivers His people from the hands of theirT hat enlightening with His gifts is one another we
enemies. of tal king about t he

enlightening.

In Jesus, this revealed will of God finds its fullest ) ) _
completion as all fear of any Earthly enerm}Eplphany |s.k_nown as a season of light for thi
passes away with the death and resurrection d€ason, and itis one reason why Luther also cho:
Jesus. No place on Earth is the promised landhiS Se€ason as a crucial one to preach and teac
which we fear to lose. Neither do we fear the los3Pout Baptism.

of our livesng longer because of the full o )
revelation of Jesus Christ as the Savior. The3@ptismis a work of God, and not a choice of ma

Messiah prophesied.

In Baptism, God places His name on His peopl

With this news being revealed to us through th@ hi | e water rushes oV«
Gospel of Jesus Christ, our ears perk up to hedf @t her , and of the Sou
some wonderfully Good News as the Spirit of God
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If this is the case, then all ought to endeavor tgalled a child of God rather than a child of
treat their bodies as a temple of the Lord, fordestruction. Your inheritance by faith is that c
where His name is, truly God is not far removedheaven and eternal life.

Luther chose to speak about Baptism during-or now, let your hearts be epiphanied by God |
Epiphany because it is the working of the Holy can invent such a word). For our hearts need t
Spirit in our inmost heart that changes our desirdse enlightened by the gifts which God gives
and opens our eyes and enlightens our hearts. because those same gifts seem so mundane wi
seemingly plain water, plain bread without muc
For the Word of God outside of such working dfavor, and regulaine. Yet with such seemingly
the Spirit has this f onundane sgns, Almighty &odvihasrofdained fe
says and does is regarded as worthless. BuHis glory to be shown in our midst and for suc
whatever the devil says and does it regards andood gifts to be given as to snatch souls from th
esteems &s preci ous. 0 clutches of hell, death, and Satan.

Think about Baptism as our example, often peopladeed, in Epiphany, let the Word of God dwell |
feel no different after having been baptized anglour house and home richly so that you also me
think in their hearts that this means that baptisrhe enlightened to the benefits of your own
had no effect, or they receive communion and gBaptism. Maybe get a house blessing from yoL
back to a house and family seemingly unchangepiastor to bless your home, cast out unclear
by such blesg handed down to us from heaven. spirits, and welcomeS3p&it of God once again
into your home through prayer, the externall
The season of Epiphany and reflection on whatpoken Word of God, and singing which befits tr
happens in Baptism should remind us that it is nehildren of God who who have been called out ¢
what we do or feel that really matters. In factdarkness and enlightened with the good gifts c
relying on such things can cause you a deep hu@od which are only found in Christaiestse
in your soul as you may never feel as if your lifplace where God has established His Name t
has changke dwell: at the gathering place of all believers.

However, the epiphany, or enlightenmentthat w€ o b e c oPastor Staehe d é
receive from the Holy Spirit at baptism should tell

you another story, that you have been washed and

cleansed by the blood of the lamb, and you have

been washed in a flood of regeneration and

renewal by theM Spirit.

All who pass through the waters of Baptism are
now enlightened to a new truth. You are now

3 Quote fromMartin Luther on Holy Baptism: Publishing House in 2018 in the town of St.

Sermon to the People (1539) edited by Louis, MO.
Benjamin T. Mayes. Published by Concordia
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December 6™ Trinity also had
their perenial Cookie Walk

Trinity s Christmas Program on December 6™ saw 25 children from our
Sunday School tell of Christ to all in attendance. These same kids also
helped Trinity donate over 50 Ibs of food, paper products, and hygien

products to our local TAP donation center in Manning.

Blessings to all this Epiphany

HOUSE BLESSINGS

Get in contact with Pastor Staehr or the
secretary at Trinity Manilla to set up your
house blessing in the Name of Jesus.

\
4

Email: rev. staehr@gmail.com Phone: (712) 654-3031

2 v =
trinitymanilla@gmail.co Cell: (308)218-9705

10




Epiphany Joy passed. Through His baptism Jesus was reveale
t o be God 6 s s pafect 8on,t
¥ The season of Epiphany is through whom salvation would come to the worl

perhaps one of the most
overlooked seasons in the
Church Year. Its

significance, however, is
one the Church needs to
regai n. AEpI
: 28 from a Greek word

meaning fmanifest. o F @lrhBperiredpdns@idioyful Wéship, Kitfich i§ tt
twelve days of Christmas (Decenibéarafary theme of Epiphany. Consider but one Epiphan
5), in which the Church celebrates the incarnatiopy mn: /A The Star HABBCI :
of Christ, Epiphany celebrates the manifestatioggg). All three texts are represented and the sor

or selfevelation of God in that incarnate flesh ofconcludes with a jubilant doxology to God for H
Chris . I'n other words, lgfkatdpiHadyher answers, A\

this Jesus?0o0

At Cana of Galilee Jesus performed His firs
miracle by turning water into wine. This sign, a
John writes, Amani f e:
di sciples believed in

prevaear!ed cl)—|is dcivci)n(ran %utshority and majesty anc
IlkeW|sé/, calls tisplace our faith in Him.

_ The star proclaims the King is here;
Throughout the season of Epiphany we see Jesusput, Herod, why this senseless fear?

as the God/man who has come with divine Fgr He who offers hes
authority to bring salvation to the world. The gseeks not the kingdoms of this earth.
season is built around three key texts:
o _ The eastern sages saw from far
1. The visit of the Magi (Mattheh2:1 And followed on His guiding star;
2. The Baptism of Jesus (Luke2Z)L5 And, led by light, to light they trod
3.Jesusdo first miracl gndbytheilgfdcdnfecsePtitinGod.: 1

I n the Magi 6s visit wewiltrirm tthety orhd aSn 6Js€ Ss
Savior not for the Jews alone, but even forthe The heavénly Lamb i n
Gentiles. For a” ABWS th|S iS astoniShingly That He’ of Whom no Sin was known,
good news. Jesus took on flesh not simply to \ight cleanse His people from their own.
redeem the Jews, but to redeem all humanity. We
may worship @& the incarnate Christ. And oh, what miracle divine,

_ When water reddened into wine!
I'n Jesusdo baptism we hgespokelthe RordFamd b if floe® © M
heaven, AYou are my belpveidr SPML 0t Hat thhaet u@
Test ament | srael was <called Godds son. He
now, Christ is reveal efdrthisorhyigladeghanys per fec
the one who will get right what Israel got wrong. All glory, Jesus, be to Thee,
Old Testament Israeh s fibapt i z ed oWhomwith thedattRreng adore,
Sea and led into the wilderness to be tested; JesusAnd Holy Spirit evermore.
was baptized in the Jordan and likewise led int

the wilderness. Old Testament Israel failed; Jes ay your Epiphany be filled with the joy of Jesu

- Pastor Conner
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(e With Us o Bttt o Lergeeet it @t Groups

Lisa joins the group tonight as her daughter has cut off all connection, choosing to
take on the identity of a man and live a lifestyle very different than how she was
raised. The group has become a lifeline for Lisa. She used to live every day in isolation
with shame and fear, not knowing who she could talk to about this new, painful reality.
She felt guilty over what she must have done wrong as a parent. She still feels intense
grief over all that is lost as her family is pulled apart. Lisa and the other parents in the
group need each other, and they need help.

Cassie uses her counselor training to help them process strong emotions as they
share their stories. She uses her extensive knowledge about gender transition
ideology along with a solid Biblical theological understanding to teach parents how to
sort out truth from fear, speak the truth in love, and stay connected to their children
while not affirming their choices.

Of her experience with the group, Lisa says, "When transgenderism breached the
boundaries of my family, | felt ashamed, frightened, and painfully alone. Thanks to the
courageous work of LFS, | have accurate, Biblical, Christ-centered information in my
hands. | have an opportunity to interact with other parents also struggling to navigate
the fallout and grief that accompany this issue. | no longer feel so alone."

Our culture brings deep confusion and pain to families - through gender identity
crises, suicide, mental illness, infertility, abortion, miscarriage, disability, and more.
Because of the stigma surrounding these struggles, many Christian families suffer in
silence. When they do seek help, they need care that is accessible, effective, and
rooted in Scripture and the Gospel.

LFS offers in-person and online groups to reach, teach, and support those facing dark
times. No fees are charged to participants - so here's an opportunity: LFS needs
partners like you who see the increasing need and want to help.

Learn more: lutheranfamilyservice.org/supportgroups or call 515-573-3138
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" Thank you leaders helpers and

\ children!
ON TRINITY -

LUTHERAN CHURCH MANILLA IOWA
CelebrahngandSlmnngCbmt:RedeemmgLave PROCLAIMING PEACE IN CHRIST'S CROSS

e

Roof Loan (20 year note)
Beginning balance: $350,000

Special gifts to
’;‘::'.‘:’53%‘25 the roof are
welcome!

0% 24% 100%

The sooner we pay it off, the more resources
we have to invest in the mission and ministry.
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Celebrate Lifel)»

Planning, Equipping, Doing

We exist and gather to celebrate, cherish, and protect life
through education and prayer, from conception until natural death.

Currently Studying:

A Christian Ethic (X fﬁ;ﬁ;&?ﬁé
for Children’s Rights thembeforeus.com
Sessions:

1. Children’s Natural Rights to Their Mother and Father
2. Biology Matters

3. Marriage Matters and Divor,
4. Modern Families
5. Reproductive Technologies Next Meeting:

6. Surrogacy and Adoption Tuesday, Jan. 20 @ 6:30
7. Questions & Answers @ Manning Public Library

Through this curriculum, we aim to create a community of like-
minded believers who understand the significance of placing
children’s needs before adult desires. The Them Before Us
curriculum is a powerful tool for changing minds and equipping
adults with the information and resources needed to defend the
least of these.

Contacts:
Pastor Dan Vogel: 712-309-1292, daniel.1951vogel@gmail.com
Pastor Jonathan Conner: connerjonathanidw@gmail.com
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Preschool Praises for December

December was a joyful and meaningful month in our preschool classrgo
spent time learning about the true meaning of Christmas and celebrati
of Jesus. The children enjoyed retelling the Christmas story and did a wor
rememberinige details. During chapel with Pastor Conner, we heard Bible &t
includin g the ange ! Gabrielos m%rwtscengreq:‘ ChigFOcuesed..,mEyco%ecanﬂ M

The children worked hard practicing their songs and werslateitdteo during the Advent Servig
Christmas Concert. It was so fun to watch them all stand on the risers and sing in front of such ¢
confidence and excitemellyrglained!

Throughout the month, we continued to build important classrooreadtheshatills, including ta
turns, being patient, following directions, and listening while others are speaking. One activity the
enjoyed was talking dltoei spiritofgivinige ar ni ng t hat gi ving does|
be showing kindness, helping others, or doing something thoughtful for someone else. Durit
children practiced sharing their ideas whilg paitmgl for their turn, and they did a wonderful job!

We also explored our five senses, engaging-om lantigities that allowed the children to see, heg
smell, and taste. Some favorite activities included ringing bells WhgeeBejderling different textu
smelling various scents, talking about foods we enjoy, and even mixing ingredients together
create our own fAsnow. 0 While some chil dren
washig their hands and both were wonderful learrpegiexces!

December wrapped up with lots of excitement during our Christmas party/Jesusivhietiedelyildes
wore cozy pajamas, brought favorite blankets and stuffies, and enjoyed making popcorn with th
while watching a short movie.

This past month, we also had another visit from De Langel. De réhe tHetsiwmled a funteractive
poem with the students, and had a fun craft for them to all do at the table together. We even
enjoy a nice winter day outdoors, climbing snow piles and playing together.

Next month, we will be celebrating National Lutheran Schools Week during the last week of Janu
forwardtoafini | | ed week with the theme ALetds Ma

In February, we will continue the celebration as Zion Lutheran Preschool marks its 40th year!
previously attended Zion Lutheran Preschool and have not yet commented on our Facebook p
to hear from you. Please fedfreach out to Amgiahmanningpreschool@gmaibicat’906703.

Blessings,
Miss Amy & Miss Melanie
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Chis, Cerkered. Chil Fonsed. iy Comnedin |8

Thank you for loving th
children and enabling Zio
share the love of Jesus

them and their families!




Council

Chair: Jeff Hargens
VicechairNate Blackford
Secretary: Casie Eischeid

Treasurer: Shannon Walters
Financial Sec: Jean Hargens
CFO: Empty (Andrew Puck filling)

Deacons

Jason Opperman (Head Deacon)

Dixon Cole
Richard Zinke
John Lorenzen
Martin Wanniger
Jim Karsten
Chris Greving

Mssion Board

Barb PagéChair)
Jean Hargens

Gary Schroeder

Lynn Kruse
Warren Puck
Casie Eischeid

Rev. Vogel
Paula Vogel

Z1 onos

Eders

Servant ¢

Trustees

Paul Christensen (Head Elder)yler BrudiHead Trustee)

Dan Stribe
Mike Hull

Ben Booth
Bob Genzen
Mike Gore
Randy Dreher

Board ofEducation

Holly Borkowski (Chair)
Robin Heaton (SS super.)
Shelly Gruhn

Kathy Vollstedt

Jessie Blackford

Emma Pryor

DCE Kathryn Schneider
Joni Keinast

Shannon Walters

Safety an(Security

Jen Morris (Chair)
Kyle Arp

Shelly Gruhn
Gary Witt

Bob Genzen
John Lorenzen

LadiesGuild

Nancy Muhlbauer (Chair)

\ ZION

2

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Cet'ebmtmg and Sharing C.Im SES Redeemz ng Low

John Schneider
Larry Mahnke
Scott Opperman
Justin Mundt

Aitar Guild

Nancy Muhlbauehair)
Barb Page

Laurene Meeves
Audrey Roe

Nancy Opperman
Nancy Baack
Monica Christensen
Sonia Nulle

Joelle Puck

O‘noir / Praise Team

Dr. Tom Ulrickson (Directc

PreschooBoard

Kimber Oppermair)
Courtney Grabil
Rachel Stoberl

Bary Kienast

Kari Ranniger
Nate Blackford
Janet Smithii{rivenConsultajt
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Practical actions to live
out and reinforce the
faith

A Discipling Event

Zion and Trinity Lutheran
e Churches

January 7 (@ Zion)

® 6:00 supper
Fa l t h 6:30 Teaching Session
I o

3 Hymns - 30 Minutes
Season: Epiphany y
Tuesday, January 13 ﬁ
@ 6:30 p.m. @ Zion RION

Sing and celebrate the hymns of the season!
An informal, family devotion setting. All invited!
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1.18.26

GENERATIONS
SUNDAY

For the LORD is good;
his steadfast love endures forever, and
his faithfulness to all generations.

- Psalm 100:5

A CELEBRATION OF
GENERATIONS

oAl @
UL
e




OLIVERS LATEST TWIST mMssie

OFCHRIST
: Network,
SERVING THE LORD IN Taiwan

These are my New Testament Isagogics (intro to
Scripture) students at China Lutheran
- Seminary this term. CLS teaches and equips
Christians fora variety of different callings in
the Chinese churches.

(Above) Greek students at China Lutheran
Seminary this semester pose with me.

(Left) Hong Kong’s Concordia Theological
Seminary invited me to teach an online course
for Hong Kong students this semester on
“Luther & The Bible”

|

>

e 88
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OLIVERS LATEST TWIST Misien

OFCHRIST
. Newwork,
SERVING THE LORD IN Taiwan

We had a wonderful faculty barbeque during the
Chinese Moon Festival (when you look at the moon
you think of your hometown family & friends who are
looking at the same moon). We are so thankful for the
fellowship of our seminary family.

& Oy B B Gary teaches

4 spike ball on a
‘F school mission
| trip  to Jibei
Island.

Gary & Ginny
participate with
¥/ classmates each

. week at another
~ | missionary’s
~ home.

Ginny (left) & Gary (4th from left)
participated in their first marathon relay race
with classmates on November 2 for a
combined time of 3 hours and 28 minutes.
PRAYERS

1. Isaac - Thanks for his adaptation and good work at the university and pray for a
breakthrough (scholarship, tuition waver, etc.) in his finances.

2. Stephen - Pray for my class preparation, teaching and writing.

3. Maggie, Gary & Ginny — Thanks for good health and pray for studies, activities and
spiritual growth.

4. China Lutheran Seminary & Mission of Christ Network — Thanks for the many
students & opportunities and pray for faithful teaching & proclamation.
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IAMIGOS EN CRISTO and GRACIA!

News from Las Iglesias Evangélicas Luteranas
Amigos en Cristo in Denison and Gracia in Storm Lake

Pastor Pedro Lopez

d

The Advent season came and went quickly, and
celebrate Christmas! With all the snow and extreme ¢
events and worship services were canceled. De
weather, we celebrated our first Posada on Dece®ib
Pa ul & bringing & litthé of our culture to our familie
say ASt. Paul bés styledo b
thank you to Joe Eisenbacher for handing out flyers for
Weather permitting, we plan to have two more Posad
to reach new fansilie the area.

Deloi€SL Class Our newest ESL class
great turnadithanks to volunteers from-+
Deloit and Emman8ehleswig Churche
We celebrated Thanksgiving together
closing day. Rachel, our volunteer
Emmanu&chleswig, will offer a winter
in January, and we hope for another ses
the spring.

St. Paul Carroll Hosted our first Posada Service. Fai
friends gathered despite freezing wéatas. a wonder

opportunity to celebrate, share the message of Jesus,
families to church services. We continue to have

St. Paul Hartley Finished ESL class
November 24. Sadly, we will pause ESI
spring, but plan to resume in the fall.

Praise, Prayer, and Bible Study in the evenings.

St. Johstorm Lake We continue helping with the Sw
Clothes Program every second Saturday of the m
worship services on Sundays at Grace. Plans are un
start an ESL class this spring since we will not be in HI

Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the Pre
Missionary at Largedro@iowadistrictwest.
5716067600
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Prayer Requests

7 Our Hispanic ministries, especial
Denison and Storm Lake

fBetinds heal th a

1 The immigrant community we serve

1 All new people we met this year thj
ESL classes and other programs

1 Pastor Lopez and hisdnifat the Lor
blesses and strengthens them to coj
His work

1
Bendiciones, Pastor Lopez



mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
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