this
I many people claiming to be Christian give next 1
no thoughbo the call to live taheirheavenly

Doing the FaitiPart 5: Your Manner  citizenshiin orderly ligeFor the sake of the
of Life gospel of Christ, that needs to change.

. . . . . The obvious questimfore ugs how?How do
This is now the fifth part in our series on doing ﬂ\ﬁe live thou%htful, consistent acnd orderly live
y

faith. Christianity, that coMfuhidate out e%\fenéf itizen'sh?p to3r

we doSalvation is what Jesus does, but the faithWorlol and reinforce our commitment to tha
is something we do, something we live out i
words and actioriBhe words inform the actions
and the actions reinforce the wbhis. far I'n_this article wedl |l
webdbve cover ed wor shi p’an@\/vglrg rt%adtlhnaq, qdueevso,[i
and prayer. This month we come to some of thgnSWer four more

specific actions of ourtdalay living. '

rI:itizenship?

The apost | etyduamahnerwflife t g)ée? Al L]
be worthy of the gospel of €hy@hilippians
1:27. The phrasmanner of life one word in
Greek.It carries with it the connotation o
citizenship, of living thoughtolhgistentlyr
orderly in light of that citizeratogher words, it
means letting that citizenship inform our actions.
Two chaptstater Paul, using a Greek word with
the same root, celebratesuhatitizenship is in
heavea(Philippians 320

We start with our ey8&eripture simply, but
f profoundly, observes,

The hearing ear and the seeing eye,
the LORD has made them both. Proverbs
20:12

Oureyes and our ear snexy whi
are marvelous gifts from God, gifts that must b
. " . . . stewarded wiselyWe will consider that

This heavenly citizenship drives us to IIVestewardship in relation to our neighbor and i

;heomugzgﬁgtec?r?j'f:;ﬂ:’ Lgtr:(ijtiezrleyr’lslmmefgte relation to our soul. How do we steward our eye
v B in relation to our neighaybeve should ask

we discuss how we do this, we need to appreciaﬁeh e question this way
the need to do nei ghbor 20

this. In o#r
\IIK/CI)Fr)dOSé-E_HAINSWIIS Perhaps this is a que:
could attéch before. Before we discuss what your eyes ow
flashing ligtto your neighbor, then,

. > doctrine of vocation. We live in relation to one
this  reality, |

another: father to son, daughter to mother, pastt
would. Far too

1We need to clarify findt h distmguished fino this contextefers taur living out the reality or the
the saving faiththat &ed Spi r i t nte r e aimm@icatiors ofdhevahilbonaChrist hasmwand given
through Chriists Wor d a nThe f8ithic r a mte ust s .
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to people, students to teachets These We must al so under st ai
vocationalelationships owe something to each our soul. We might think of the eye as the portal
other. Paul writes about this in Romans 13 whereur soul, as an access point to ou¥Whisidyou

he saysfDwe no one anything, except to love choose to view with your eyes shapes your sou
each other, for the one who loves another haBDav i d, who had | ear ne
fulfilled the l&fRomans 1328In short, we owe power to influence the soul (recall his rooftoy
love to one another. That debt of love is paid imoyeurism of Bathsheba bathing that lit up sinfi
different ways in different vocations. In the comingesires in him), wrote,

paragraphs we will consider how our heavenly

citizenship shapes and forms the love we extend | will not set before my eyes

to one another. anything that is worthless. Psalm 101:3

To return to our eyes, our eyes show love to ouk worthless thing is a thing that is good for nothin
neighbors througheye contact. When a thing that has no gddds is not just a matter
communicating with them, we look them in thef a thing having no practicdbuseky bucket,
eye. This seems like a simple concept, but howlastic trinkets, floppy disks, etc.). This is abot
often have our eyes been distractamirby the good of God. A worthless thing is somethin
screens, whether it be the phone we pull from odhat undermines or cheapens something God heé
pocket, the smartwatch we glance at on our wristalled goo@ur eyes, which must be understood
or the big screeve continually turnoto the as belonging to Heaven, cannot be given tc
walP Turning our eyes from our neighbor (whethemmages that twist or distort, mock or malign, th
that be our spouse, our children, our friends, ogoods of God.
even our coworker) to our screens Biaritize
twoedimensional device over a-tlireensional As a citizen of Heaven, you may dibeoeeare
person standing in front of us. There are certainlgertain movies or programs that you can no long
times when we must step away from awatch, not if you desire to be a good citizen c
conversation to answeum@entall or text, but Heaven, and not if you desire to keep your eye
these must be the exception, not the rule from being lured by something that cheapens th
goods of God. You may discover that social med
The always on, always present screens,istelling liesto your eyes so you may need to sto
frequently fracture our attention, interrupt ouputting those lies before your eyes as a goo
conversations, and weaken our relationships. Hitizen of Heayeas one who is aiming to honor
we are going to let our manner of life be worthy ¢ie Gospel of Jesus.
the gospel of Christ, we must begin to see what
our eyes owe ourghddor. We musttameour |t 6s no acci dent t hat
screens and give attentive eye contact to ougiven attention to the visual presentation of it
neighbor. worship spaces from cathedrals to stained glas:
from mosaics to art, from its altars, pulpits, an

2 You can also read about these vocational
responsibiliti@s Luthés Table of Duties in the Small
Catechism.
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fonts to its candlesticks, paraments, and banner3hese words lead us to \A8iat voices are we
The church invites the gatherempen the inviting to catechize UfisP may speak directly
window of their soul to hints and suggestions diere, it is disturbingly easy to discern who ha
Heaven and to the thileeensional promises of  been catechized by Fox News and who has bee
Heaven God gives at the pulpit, font, and altarcatechized by NBR&ople sound like mimicking
The church understands the truth of the eye anparrots echoing the voices their ears have hear
the needs of the soul. They are connected. So th# also obvious who has given their ears tc
church, in an effort to help the redeemed do th€acebook and pop culture. They echo what the
faith, has given attentiadhégoods of God and hear the words, the ideas, the ideologies.
how these goods are visually presented to them.
I vé spoken and written before oreduketo pay
Ears attention to the voices we are inviting to catechiz
us. Many of us mindlessly begin mingsoby
We may ask similar questions, as we did with ounviting social media or news media to catechiz
eyes, about our ears. How do we steward them ims, inviting these voices to influence us, evel
relation to our neighbalimmnelation to our soul?  shepherd us. To live as thoughtful citizens o
What do our ears owe our neighbor? Have theldeaven, this needs to chariye firstdce we
not been given to hear, to |ister neighbor? should be inviting to teach us in the morning i
Are our ears telling our neighbor that he or she i&od voice in Scripture. &8 shared before,
heard and valuedfe the earbuds in our ears this doegihhave to be a major time commitment,
telling our neighlberor she igportant®r are but it does need to be a commi{fobBoiving
our ears listening to our own thoughts so that wéesus is a commitment!)
are planning our response whileeighbor is
talking, looking for an opportunity to switch théve called iWord before World (and then

conversation back to W2 6 ve al |l dommemendi ih withThe Regular Refurn
conversations wher e i tinvifing &bdsto Ispetkkes firdh and obeirlge r
usual response i s es s danentional laboyt listefiidghoa Him speat iin nHit

m e In those conversations, we do not feel heardWordat set points during our @ajs is about

In our conversations, then, we must ensure thdieing very intentional with our ears. What voice

we give our ears to our neighbor. We owe therwillthey choose to hear first thing in the morning’

our ears. |Itdéds one of Ancdhwhatwaices willv¢heyl ¢haose to thear

of our Heavenly citizenship. throughouthe day?As citizens of Heaven,
ciizens living intenabrorderly lives in light of

As with our eyes, we must also pay attention tthat citizenship, we must givetonona ear3.o

our ear s6 c o Whaewethoasen twbomane we gsviogupliority of place?

to hear shapes our soul. fetieerlyvoice of

wisdom in Proverbs tells us, Hands
[Makeyour ear attentive to wisdom Like our eyes and ears, our hands live in relatio
and[inclineyour heart to understaréling to our neighbor. And like our eyes and ears, oL
Proverbs 2:2 hands owe lot@ouneighbor. Csider the way

Scripture speaks:



Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let himAndhow is tk affecting our own souls? ddow
labor, doing honest work with his own handsinactivehands or hands fully absorbed in self
so that he may have something to share witlserving, se#intertaining, acti@ffect our souls?
anyone in need. Ephesians 4:28 | suspect much of our mental health struggle:
would evaporate if our hands got busy creatin
God commanded Isré®hu shall open wide  order anddauty and serving our neighbors.
your hand to your brother, to the needy and to thieirther suspectrapiritual life would deepen and
poor, in your lax{Beuteronomy 15:.14nd the matureWhat we yearfor is hands filled with
author of Hebrews echoes this fideanot purposdthe very thingerpetualistraéon and
neglect to do good and to share what y®0 have entertainment danprovide) And Scripture
(Hebrews 13:16&0d has given us hands to work speaks clearly and emphatically ofitbase
and to serve. Workaisacred task aimed at Set your hasdto work creating, ordering,
bringing order and beauty out of shiapsrting beautifying, and serving.
oneself and aolefamily, andlessing our
neighbor as we have opportédgityviote that Mouth
sentencd could help but wonder how different
our communities, families, and churches would béourmouth lives in relation to your neigmbor
if people didnhave gameontrollerén their fact, it lives in debt to your neighbor. Your mout
hands for between 10 to 13 hours peftlveeek  owedoveto youneighbofas wéheard from Paul
average timper weekAnericans play video in Romans3)l Consider the way Paul writes
gamey if their hands welémp for the 23 hours  about our mouths in Ephesians 4:
per weekhewe wathing TV (the average time
per week Americans watch TV/stream videos), Let no corrupting talk come out of your

and if their hands wéraolding and scrolling mouths, but only such as is good for building
social media for 10 hours per week (the average up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grac
time per week Americans scroll social media). to those who hear. Ephesians 4:29

Do the matfihai® over 40 hours a wéekful} Because our mouthsteta build otlseup, no

time job doingobeisanceo (bowing Were)a corrupting talk should couteobtheniNonel
screenDoesi that seem excessivea@d help would make a list of these words, dow

but askwhatorder are we not bringing to our believe & necessary.believe we know which
communitiesvhatinfrastructurevhatevents, words areorruptig wordsThe word Paul uses
what betterment group¥Rat beadiful things forcorruptig talks the same word Jesus uses
are we not creating, what mwsiat artvhat when He describes a&rdmad fruiiMatthew
literaturewhat theater? What people are we not 7:1718) It& rotten, good for nothing. Paul says
helping, not visiting,ematouraging? the words that come out of our mouths should n
3 See the creation accdonGenesis &nd 2and Your Christian Vocation in All oanhdfeimothy

Gods commi ssi on t oForsat e w&elleb/Bwenry Ged Endeaver:aCorinecting Your Work
deeper dive into this subject, study the Lutherarto God's Work
doctrine of vocati®@ee Gene Véiti&od at Work:
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be rotten and good for nothingdbyingThe

idea hereas with our hands, is order and beauty
God hs giverus mouths toreate order and
beauty as we build otherguterand beauty
honor the Gospel and bless our nejghlaos

and filth dprecisely the oppositeiour words

are causinghaosand flinging Hiltstop using
those wordsnmediatgland permanently.

And let us do away withahghablexcuse that
filthy word§ustslipoutoWords ddnslip out of
our motis any more than bullets slip out of guns.

Triggers must be pulled and that takes intention.

Responsible gun owners abide by certain rule
because they know the power of thelthgyn.
know the damage errant bullets can \d&ise.
musthave the same coma@rerour mouths.

Guns haveafetiesOur muths need safeties
too. In facavid, in Psalm 14le8sentially
prays for God to place a safety on his mouth:

Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth;
keep watch over the door of my lips! Psalm
141:3

As responsible citizens of Heaven, we must put
safety on our mouths.

I have sometimesnceptualizedrrupting talk

as a nego. We do this with lots of things.
Screaming fire (when there is no fire)hlica pu
gatheng is a ngo.Picking your nose during a
job interview is a-gm Violently smacking an
infant is a Ago. Thesare things we have
resolved in our miméser to do. Period.

4 Paul also spealofii f i | t hi n e crge
joking, anger, wrath, malic, slander, amthelbatk
(see Ephesia 5:4 and Colossians. 4:6)

f ool i sh

Corruptingworthless, rottet@lk needs to be
placed in the same mental categéry.
something Christians who are strivingitedive
worthy of the Gospel of Jedimotdo. Eveti®

a noego.This g essentially what James wrote in
his epistle:

It

With [the tonguele bless our Lord and
Father, and with it we curse people who are
made in the likeness of God. From the samg
mouth come blessing and cursing. My
brothers, these things ought not to be so.
James 3:90

s

Using our tongue to destroy or cause chaos is
nogo.God has given us our mouths $e jprad
confess Him and to bless and build up our
neighbors. This is how we do the faith and honc
the Gospel of Jesus.

Eyes, ears, hands, and motitese are
physicallgnd tangibly involved in doing the faith.
These build up our neiglisotar him down),
nourish our souls (or poison them), honor the
Gospel of Jas (or mock ifjrainingureyes,

ears, hands, and mauatthonor the Gospel of
desusand to bless our neighkitirhelp us live
thoughtful, consistent, orderly, ewatiful lives
that commigate our Heavenly citizenship to the
world and reinforce our commitmenthat
citizenship.e® get to it.e® do the faith.

Pastor Conner

tal k,



Where it all began! consider Manilla as the community to which the
would move. When they moved in 1888, Trinit
gathered in the English schoolhouse until 189
when Trinity was able to call their first sole pastc
(Pastor M. Bruegemann).

According to Trinity?o:
completely in the German), the following 3 yeat
brought great growt h ¢
growth in membership
this time (a nearly 700% increase)!

The small church which was built next to the
current parsonage was no longer large enough 1
accommodate the peopl ¢
church building was built across the street on th
current location of the church on the corner (thi
new church wauilt in 1904).

The above picture is a photo of the schoolhous
in Aspinwall where the first members of Trinit

established the congregation in 1886. bunng the period of growth at Trinity in Manille

Zion in Manning was established in 1900.

In recent weeks, a push to learn our history
Trinity brought us to uncover more photograph
and evidence of God?o
people at Trinity Lutheran Church (whether th
were in Aspinwall or in Manilla).

The most recent pieces of evidence that wer
found were photos of the schoolhouse in
Aspinwall where it all began. Trinity Luthera
Church organized in Aspinwall on Oct@ber 24

1886. This congregation experienced declir!qs\bove is another picture of the Aspinwall

rather than growth, and so this Aspinwall Trinit¥-hoolhouse where Trinity gathered from 188
Lutheran Church voted to move its congregatiofggg

to be a part of the booming railroad town of psstor Staehr
Manilla. This move took place in the Fall of 1888.

This church in Aspinwall had started with only four
members. After a period of time, one of the four
moved away for unknown reasons which caused
the remaining three members and their pastor
(who served many churches in the area) to
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TRINITY

SATURDAY, JUNE 20™, 2026 QYT

2026 IOWA Vs

DES MOINES

MARCH FOR LIFE
LCMS RALLY -

9 AM - MATINS PRAYER SERVICE "ﬂ@ el
10 AM - SPEAKER 3223 UNIVERSITY AVE
11 AM - LUNCH DES MOINES, IA 50311

12 PM - RALLY AND MARCH AT STATE CAPITOL

GlﬁST SPEAKER

MARTIN
CANNON

We show up.
We confess Christ.
We are Lutheran

RSVP VIA QR CODE OR EMAIL 0 LA CoE
PASTORCKROONBLAWD@GMAIL.CON e




t hat Godods not dead!
lives! Hallelujah!

And because of that most joyous news we cal
continue on in a world filled with war, division
strife, darkness, corruption, lies and pain.
Because we believe i
showed his love for us, that while we were sti
sinners, he senthis$on di e f or u
5:8). Even though we are overwhelmed with th
times we live in we can be reminded this Easter |
) ) . Chri st Jesusbd own wor
My Redeemer Lives! Sing Vi things, so that in me you may have peace. In th
By DCE Kathryn world you will have trouble. Buhéake | have
overcome the world. o

il know He rescued my
His blood has covered my sin

| believe | believe

My shame Heds taken
My pain is healed in His hame

| believe | believe

\/\/?1a% jL(IJ)IIOUS news that turns our mourning int
dancing, casts out the darkness and rattles th
a \Pqbs that our God is not dead he is alive! An
one-day he will come again! What a glorious da
that will be!

So let us join together to raise our Hallelujahs

I 61 1 rai se a banner ) )
What Satan intended for evil God used for ou

My God has conquered the grave

good! RO death where
My Redeemer lives! My Redeemer lives! where is your st¥ng?o
My Redeemer lives! My Redeemer lives! " : .

I f youdd Ii ke to conti

You lift my burdens to the K”?g Qf Kings,
Lol | rise with you of some of my favorite praise songs and Easte
| t

T

6m dancin on hi mSeP toacgnﬂnye C Iebrati_ng that our Redeems
o see Your Kin(;dlom gome! 'S (ﬁvesg.ﬁ%can_ the_ QE{ Eode with the camera on yol
phae and it will take you to the playlist. He is

My Redeemer lives! My Redeemer lives! risen! With every breath I will sing of the goodne:

My Redeemer | i ves! MyOf@mﬂﬂmer l'ives! o
iMy Redeemer Lives by Reuben Morgan ""‘:’-’f [=]

L7 e
One of my favorite Easter songs is this praise sor 3 &
from the 90 As we enter into this Easter season 2:y™
and out of the dark shroud of Lent, we can rais
our bannewe can loudly and joyfully proclaim
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Celebrate Lifel )

Planning, Equipping, Doing

We exist and gather to celebrate, cherish, and protect life
through education and prayer, from conception until natural death.

Currently Studying:

TSl [ Produced by:
A Chrls.t/an Eth/F: o ced Y.
for Children’s Rights thembeforeus.com
Sessions:

1. Children’s Natural Rights to Their Mother and Father
2. Biology Matters

3. Marriage Matters and Divorce .

4. Modern Families Next Meeting:

5. Reproductive Technologies Thurs. .Apnl 23.@ 6.5:30 @
Manning Public Library

6. Surrogacy and Adoption ,
. Take a picture
7. Questions & Answers w to remember!
Through this curriculum, we aim to create a community of like-
minded believers who understand the significance of placing
children’s needs before adult desires. The Them Before Us

curriculum is a powerful tool for changing minds and equipping

adults with the information and resources needed to defend the
least of these.

Contacts:

Pastor Dan Vogel: 712-309-1292, daniel.1951vogel@gmail.com
Pastor Jonathan Conner: connerjonathanidw@gmail.com

9



Camp

Oéafa/'c’

www.campokoboji.org

Summer Staff Needed! We urgently need 2026 Summer Staff! We only have a few staff
signed up. We know God will provide but we can’t help but feel a little anxious! Please
encourage youth (at least 16 years of age) and college students to consider serving with
us. Those interested in serving at Camp Okoboji, or any LCMS camp in 2026 should
complete a NLOMA profile. That is the first step in being considered for a summer
position. Visit NLOMA.org for the profile link. The Annual Meeting of Camp Okoboji is
coming up, Saturday, April 11. We look forward to sharing Camp Okoboji with the
congregations and members of lowa District West and all our ministry partners! We
encourage each congregation to be involved, send a delegate to hear from Camp, and
report it back to their congregation and members.

May 1-3: VOLUNTEER WEEKEND: An opportunity to share your time and talents to assist
in preparing camp for the summer. Room and board provided for volunteers! Please
contact the office, (712) 337-3325, for lodging arrangements and sign up to help.

NEEDS/WANTS LIST: Sharing opportunities to assist Camp with specific items:
¢ Qutdoor Rocking Chairs
¢ Laundry soap, bleach and hand soap
* Queen size mattress pads
* New commercial grade vacuums, coffee pots, toasters, crock pots
e Thrivent Action Team Cards (contact Kellie Jones for potential projects: 712-337-3325)
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Ly ONLINE REGISTRATION

r 5
OPENS APRIL7™ 3
R , 7 e e, -’
[ OLUDNTEERS & RIDS (ug' e

y
A%

Three Hymns (30 Mi
Season: Easter
Tuesday, April 14 w‘%
@ 6:30 p.m. @ Zion MLZION

Celebratng and Sharing Christ: Redeeming Luve

Sing and celebrate the hymns of the season!
An informal, family devotion setting. All invited!
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Roof Loan (20 year note) Special gifts to the
Beginning balance: $350,000 roof are welcome!

$112,425 $237,575
Paid Remaining

0% 32% 100%
The sooner we pay it off, the more resources
we have to invest in the mission and ministry.

Praises Past and Present for Peace
—April Fellowship

CLuUB

The Fellowship Club will meet Monday, April 13 at 1:30 p.m.

On the eve of His resurrection, Jesus greeted the disciples, “Peace be with you,” (John
20:16). Jesus’ Easter greeting is for us in our un-peaceful circumstances. News reports
continue to share the war and unrest in the Middle East. Several years ago, LCMS pastor,
Nabil Nour (Arab by nationality, Palestinian by race, and a Christian by grace) developed a
Bible study on “The Conflict between the Arabs/Israelis.” The April Fellowship Club meeting
will reflect on Pastor Nour’s insights on the historic and contemporary issue. Guests
welcome!

On April 19 the Fellowship Club will host the after service fellowship with the free will
donations directed to Orphan Grain Train for shipping around the world. An Orphan Grain
Train clothing collection will begin on April 19 and continue through the end of the month
with an early May delivery to the Ida Grove warehouse. Good, used, clean clothing donations
(men’s, women'’s, children; all sizes; all seasons) are welcome. A collection trailer will again be
on the church parking lot.

The Fellowship Club supports Orphan Grain Train, Garuna Ministries (schools in Southeast
Asia), Lutheran Hour Ministries, Crossroads of Crawford County, the local food pantry, and
Zion ministries. Thank you for your prayers and support.

12




Summer Camp Opportunities for Kids

Camp Okoboiji offers a variety of Christ-centered camp experiences for
children and youth—from introductory Kids' Kamp and age-graded
weeklong retreats to specialty camps like J.O.Y. Camp and family camps—
designed to build friendships, engage in outdoor activities, and deepen
campers’ relationship with Jesus through Bible study, worship, and
intentional Christian community. Learn more: campokoboji.org

Higher Things equips Lutheran youth and young adults with Christ-

centered teaching, worship, conferences, retreats, and digital resources all )y ',Q\Hl her
rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the historic Lutheran faith so a

they grow in their relationship with Jesus and understanding of salvation L\v nqs
through Word and Sacrament. Learn more: higherthings.org

Vocatio: High School at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis is a week-long,
Christ-centered summer retreat for rising 9th-12th graders where
* students dive into worship, chapel, devotions, theological sessions with
V@COtIO seminary faculty, and community life designed to help them explore
eXploteibied-Bdifection:ror vou God's calling for their lives in Jesus and grow deeper in their Christian
faith. Learn more: csledu/admissions/admissions- visit /vocatio - high-

school

Christ Academy's summer High School program at Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne is an immersive, two-week Christ-centered
experience of daily worship, confessional Lutheran catechesis with seminary MCTSFW
faculty, community life, and fun activities designed to deepen teens [e==
relationship with Jesus, strengthen their grasp of Scripture and theology, and
help them explore a possible vocation in church service. Learn more:
ctsfw.edu/about / events / christ -academy

Worldview Academy’'s summer Leadership Camps are week -long, immersive,

W Christ-centered experiences for junior high and high school students where
participants receive biblical teaching, discipleship, apologetics, and leadership

Worldview training rooted in Scripture to help them think biblically, grow in their

X relationship with Jesus, and confidently engage culture with a biblical
Academy worldview. Learn more: worldview.org

13
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Preschool Praises for March

March was a full and active month as we celebrated Reading Month, welcomed guest readers,
about the events leading up to Easter.

We started the month with Dr. Seuss Week, enjoyipgddsssshemed activities, and time explor
classroom materials purchased through our mini grant from Partnerships 4 Families. We welcg
readers into the classroom, and lthercleénjoyed hearing some of their favorite books read alou
created our own class story, AA Silly Day
creative story together.

We spent time reading and working with storieBsaweh Bear, Brown Bear, What Do Yolf 8eaZGive
a Mouse a CookamdThe Very Hungry Caterpiltagse activities helped us practice color recognition
sequencing, and comprehension, along with strengthening fine motor skills through interactive

In our Bible learning, we heard several important stories. Pastor Conner shared about Jesus h¢
the paralyzed man, Jesus calming the storm, and Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. As the
began focusingonthestorgasfEer , i ncluding Palm Sunday ar
also heard these stories through our Rhyme Bible and from Ollie the Owl in the Wonder Clubhg

We explored the four seasons, with a focus on spring, and talked about the changes we are §
children are especially excited to soon observe caterpillars turning into butterflies.

March weather brought a mix of codditimnsnow and ice with late starts to warm days outside wit
We made the most of our time outdoors whenever possible.

The children continued to build important school readiness skills, including taking turns, listen
following directions, and participating in group discussions. Activities like picture storytelling
creativity while remfog these skills.

We look forward to continuing our learning as we head into a busy and exciting spring season.

i ZION
l Manning, Iowq
Chisk. Centered... Child focused... family Connecing




ZION

M |ﬂﬂ\ﬂ'} Towq
Chrisk. CEﬂLEI‘Ed.‘. Child Focused... Family Connecting |

Thank you for lovi
these children ai |
enabling Zion |
share the love

Jesus with them a
their families!




Women’s Book
A e Club
PRAYING LIFE

‘
Paul E. Miller "".'_ £2/,1011

April 19 at 2:00 at

LA D 5N Ladies Guild minutes f

The March Ladies' Guild meeting was held on March 11, 2026 with 14 i

- c
M‘ ION - | Pastor Conner read from Heldr2wa&/e need to keep our focus on J&kes
\ N Christian reithe race that is set before us. Everyone has their Simisamile
’ weight.

Meeting was called to order, the league pledge was read along with bir

month, Shannon Walters on the 13th and Linda Vinke oAukecy3Rhe ga
a devotional reading.

Secretal minutes read, correspondence items preBarardial reports handed out, reviewed. Hum
is not quilting this week due to a funeral at the church.

Ona Fara family donated 6 large bags of material to Beutadlgpgel presented info on the Celebra
mtg for the following day.

Fellowship needs were discussed and the need for at least 5 pans of baked goods/items is s
Sunday. Linnet Nissen is planning on attending the lowa Western Convention in Ok
representativéeeting adjourned following thetaiés, the Lord's prayer. Lunch was served by Be
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SERVING THE LORD IN

Romania & Eurasia

NEWS FROM THE FERRY FAMILY

Lent 2026

THE FERRY FAMILY

Rev. Charles Ferry serves the
LCMS as the Associate Regional
Director for LCMS Eurasia.

The family has served with LCMS
International Mission for over 12
years: first in Asia and now in
Bragov, Romania.

Charles and Cheryl are the
parents of seven living children,
three of whom were born in Asia

during missionary service.

= Caleb (married to Katrina)
« Caitlin (16)

« Carissa(13)

+ Cassandra (12)

+ Chloe (9)

» Charlotte (8)

+ Caylee (4)

Before living in Taiwan for seven
years (2018-2025), the Ferry
Family was based in Indonesia.

g

lermsMISSTON

EURASIA

Finding a Rhythm
After nearly five months, things are starting to sing.

It’s nearly unbelievable to us that we have lived in Romania now for
almost five months. We are engaged in regular language classes (the
whole family) multiple times each week, which of course also helps
with understanding the culture around us. We are attending the local
congregation for weekly Divine Service (in Romanian) and for
midweek services and activities. We are blessed by the community
here, both inside and outside the church of Christ.

School for the kids is finding its rthythm of daily and weekly
schedules, catechesis, family dinners, outings to explore, and
keeping the house. What a difference to NOT have Daddy traveling,
so he can be a consistent part of family life.

We have also been literally finding a rhythm as the girls and Cheryl
start assisting with the musical aspects of the church’s life:
providing piano accompaniment, vocal embellishments, and now
even introducing handbells. What a joy to be involved in the local
Romanian congregation and find ways of using the gifts our Lord
gives while we all are fed by His Word and His Sacraments.

R: Charles
teaches a bible
class for the
teens of the
church

L: Missionary adults and kids
gather for a midweek education
opportunity at the local church.

R: Cheryl directs all six
daughters practicing
handbells for use in
church.

17




SERVING THE LORD IN

Romania & Eurasia

NEWS FROM THE FERRY FAMILY

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Lutheran Christians all over
our region who have been
called to faith by the Means
of Grace but who still lack a
developed community

Those many brothers and
sisters affected by war in our
region, including those in
Ukraine, Russia, Israel.

GIVE THANKS FOR:

Caleb and Katrina's unborn
little one, that God would
guard and nurture during this
time of preparation.

* Dedicated mission leaders in
your LCMS Eurasia region

PRAISE GOD FOR:

* His holy Word which does
not return void, but

accomplishes His work in His

good time

lensmissiON”

EURASIA

Ferry Family Update

Birthdays Galore...

Three birthdays for February Ferrys! Casste (L) turned 12. Charlotte (R) turned 8.
Momma Cheryl celebrated a birthday also, and for the first time had her daughters
make a cake for her!

Caleb and Katrina live near
Washington DC and took
part in the March for Life
with the LCMS.

It takes on new meaning
this year, since they are
now parents! They are
eagerly awaiting the birth
of their first child in
August. Caleb continues his
work with the USAF and
they have settled into home
and LCMS congregation.

Even as our family grows and
changes, we are so grateful for your
enduring partnership with us in this
work.

Thank you for your trust, care,
prayers and continued support.

— The Ferry Family
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On February 20, LCMS OIM mission leaders made a |
visit to me as part of their efforts to learn more about |
theological education in Taiwan: Brian Gauthier §
(Managing Director Global Mission Operations), Ted ®
Krey (Latin American & Caribbean Regional Director), ##
and Stan Stigdon (Latin America & Caribbean Business
Manager).

On February 14, it was so very good to see my old friend, Pastor
Shuming Lau, in Hong Kong on Cheung Chau Island for our Mission of
 Christ Network Asia area retreat. He has been our China Lutheran
- Seminary ambassador in the U.S. as pastor of Holy Spirit Lutheran
Church in San Francisco, and now he is ministering in Macau as a
Mission Partner with Mission of Christ Network.

Right is a group photo of our Mission of |E¥ e SN
Christ Asia Area retreat, picturing \
mission partners who are spread
throughout Asia proclaiming Christ.

Left is a group photo of our Mission of
Christ Asia Area retreat, picturing mission
partners who are spread throughout Asia
proclaiming Christ.
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John Mehl & David Birner visited in early February.
John is Director of Mission of Christ Network and
David is Asia Lead. As leaders of outstanding
missionary wisdom and experience, they really know
how to propel us forward in encouragement and
vision!

'\\M w :‘ | Dave Birner, John Mehl and Systematic

z Theology Professor Michael Lockwood meet
with China Lutheran Seminary President, Dr.
Erwin Chen, to understand and encourage
theological education ministry and Gospel
proclamation among Chinese.

Director John Mehl and Asia Lead Dave Birner help
Naomi Lockwood prepare care packages to
distribute in the jails. Naomi has a very full prison
ministry in Taiwan.

It’s the Chinese New Year of the Fire Horse, and
we enjoyed celebrating it with Maggie’s family.
In this photo with Maggie’s mother, we are
giving a red envelope to her. This is one of the
favorite traditions of Chinese New Year!
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