Allow me an aside here: The roof over the nay
leaks. Not always, the wind has to be just rigt

A ’ZON (orwrong!) but it | eaks. |
125 Vears .\m CUTHERAN CHURCH run a spot cleaner several tivoesknow how

Mission Forward Geerating and Skaring Christs Redeeming Love | eaks wor k. Th emyly gdtO n ¢

>> >> >‘D worse We need to be very sober about this

reality and plan for it.

Participating in  the  Ongoing Allow me one more aside. Our country is

Celebration currently going through a major generation shi
Our boomers are retiring. Some of them are
Last year we celebrated 125 years of ministripeginning to transfer their wealth to the nex
and mission in Manning and the surroundingeneration. Demographers have observed th:
communitiebthoroughly enjoyed researching this will be the largest transfewealth in
and shari ngdg, likéiyouard s sumanr history. This means a couple things fc
tremendously grateful for the many souls whthe Church: 1) Giving trends in churches ar
came before us, who courageously confessedoing to chande.fact ey already are. Zion
Christgenerously supported the mjrastly is observing this change in real time. As ou
furthered the mission. older generation goes to be with the Lord, the
givinglevels are not being replaced by our
Il &m writing this ar tybuageregendrationss There age many @asos
examples of present Zion members who ardor this, but it is a reality.
continuing that beautiful tradition and to invite
you to participate in that ongoing celebration. &) Our older generatiassthey transfer their
couple months ago a couple approached mevealth to the next generdtire the amazing
with a generous financitl tgi be directed opportunity to ensure the church is supporte
toward Zior& roof. They were immensely far into the future through their generous givin
grateful for the ministry of Zion, for what it ha@fhey have the opportunity to remember thei
meant for their family and what it still meant fathurch in their wealth transfer.
them today. And they wanted to ensure Zion
had the funds necessary to do the work God habhe couple who approached me understand
set before us to do. They had ficsighgift to this. They love Zion and desire to see it
be directed to the roof loan. They understoodupported for decades to come. Do you fin
that the sooner it 0syopself th ao $inilar tsiuationt cCare yon
dollars we will have to reach our communitiep ar t i ci pate in the <c
for Christ. Further, they understood that we wiind mission? Do you have an IRA with a
need funds to replace the nave roof in-the notequired minimum distribution? Could yol
toodistant future. designate it (or a portion of it) to Zion? Do yo
have other investments that you could bles
Zion with? What about machinery or land o



grain?Have you included Zion in youdfwill?
you need help, Zion has a partnership with

planning counselor in our District who can H
you do thi$f. God has abundantly blessed yol
is it time for you to abundantly bless the pres
and future generations of Zion?

Let me now share the second example
generosity and another way you can particip
in the celebration of Zion. We haveyeaine
old member of Zion who has taken it upj
himself to make a difference in our roof loan.
found a plastic conta{agglorified buckaty

put it out in his house with this handwritten n
taped to it NPl ease
Every time he gets change, he puts it in §
bucket. Every time his parents get change,
asks for it for the roof fund. Everyhisme
grandparents come, he brings the bucket
them and asks them to dtwery time he
earns money, he puts a portion in the bucke
Hebés now filling hisg
Perhaps youb6re not i
gift, but you probably have loose change.
probably have a few extra dollars. And
could probably find a plastic bucket to tape
own sign to. Could you encourage your kid
participate, and rjost to participate in the
giving, but to see it as a participation in
celebration of Zion§
mission? Or maybe you have a different
that is all your own. Whatever way you cho
| want to invite you and to encourageatly
the two examples |6
the celebration. Le
courageously confessing Christ and genero
supporting His ministry and mission.

T Pastor Conner

You’re invited to help recognize, celebrate,
honor, and support the nearly 9000 women
married to LCMS pastors, including the one
who is part of your congregation.

When 10 or more households from your
congregation each make a gift of at least $10
to LFS between May 1 and June 30, LFS will
send a $100 VISA gift card for your members
to present to your pastor’s wife, along with
your own words of appreciation and support.
All additional funds raised through the Grow
With Us - Go With Us Spring Appeal will be
used to support and care for women married
to LCMS pastors across Synod through online
KOINONIA weekly support groups, retreats,
and individual in-person or virtual counseling
or coaching. (To learn more speak with the
president of your ladies guild.)

Send your gift to:
Lutheran Family Service
409 Kenyon Rd., Suite C
Fort Dodge, IA 50501

V— Lutheran
2A$ Family Service

Ensure your gift is marked “Grow with us - Go
with us” and has your congregation name and
city included.
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this
I faith) inform actions and actions reinforce ou
words.

Doing the Faith. Pa&:tYour Manner
of Life Body
God has given us tesdand God has attached

purpose to our bodiégnesis 1 andh2lp us
appreciate our bodies and theirgiGad

Christianity is something w8alwation is what

Jesus doedhis article is our sixth and final part
of this series on doing the faith. In the last fiv .
i nstall ment s weobdve C?E)URP%S?'ed wor ship, Bi bl
reading, devotions, and prayer. Last month we Then God said ALet

:oc_)ked at four sgecn:jlj(_: agtlonsi 'Sﬂoﬁnﬁy fin ir% e, after our likeness. And let them have
Il VEes. a iippars 0 ur ?@nio over the fish of the seag and over, th
ir

studyfi [ L] et your manner df heeheaR/eqﬁs aM& Jvér & Iiveostfock

0
gospel of Christeo (1:2 ng over all the earth and over every creepin
thing that creeeegis o]
Paul 06 s S arr

As we shared | ast monthl,:26)_ wor d

idea of citizenship, of living thoughtfully,
consistently, and orderly lives in light of that
citizenship. Our citizenship, as Paul goes on to
sharean Philippians a heavenly citizenship. As
such, our manner of life needs to reflect that. It
needs to be evident in how we live.

The LORD God formed the man of dust fron
the ground and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life, and the man became a living

Last month we considered how our heavenly creature (Genesis 2:7).

citizenship infathe wayve use our eyes, our
ears, our hands, and our mouth. This month wi
consider our body (our posture and clothing), o
money, our skills, and our mind.

The first verse speaks of the divine image and tr
iven dominion. The second verse helps us
ppreciate that this is earbodietnage,
anenfleshedominiorGod created your body in

. His ima%e and G?d blessed you to live out &35

As we do, I mu st agai,. K h [
talking about the things we must do as ChristianIrlr’]](gggrs’q c))/\(/)gr It—)l(i)sdycrt:ri(l;?]h Itf eWZB S I?rg,: are
Webre not di scussing i ' Y

. _ N ametihes Hifficlilt t € ?%gssyouovJere Heats
sentiments; weldre tal bng a PHgtg &H&\é&’nﬁé
practical ways we conduct our lives day in and d ore made to live and do these in three
out.If we are going to let the manner of our life b%limensions
worthy of the gospel of Christ, we must do these '

things. And when we do these things, they WiUNhat does that mean? It means you were given

reinforce anAd strengthen our confession becaus%,ooIy to create beauty and drdidte Edefns
as webve covered before; words {our confess

1The next few paragraphs are drawn from an articlel ove. 6 You <can find it
wrote entitled #AYour Bo blggtab.Gi ven to I ncarnate
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everywhere you ¢fmu were given a body not control, not with braided hair and gold or
merely to tell truth, but to express truth in word and pearls or costly attire, but with what is prope
deed. Your body is involved in &eltidging for women who profess godéineitis good
truth. works. 1 Timothy-2(®

Understanding this will motivate us to stand up [Dp you not know that your body is a temple
straight with our heads up as we move confidently of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have
into the world to do the work God has set before from God? You are not your own, for you wer:
us to dpas we set out to incarnate HisTlove bought with a price. So glorify God in your
be a bit more direct: Your mission will affect your body. 1 Corinthians €09
posture. Posture communicates identity. You bear
Godbés image. God has §hwawen weoupuwor &ant ¢ odo .d
are baptized into Christ. Do it confiddntly. matters. The messages our clothing
slouchingchr i sti ans ar endt carnmanicatds Gvhesherinwords orin suggestio
matters. Are the words or images on our clothin
|l 6ve shared t hi syoub e f bonarable? Daithey gtorEyh@oa@ursprivate
identitydaily in the mirror is a great way to startparts being treated as private parts or as publi
your day. Tell yourself what God has done for yoattention getter&Pe we respectfully covered or
Tell yourself who you are in Christ. Do this dailguggestively exposed? Whose glory are we
and it will affect your posture. Yes, backs bendeeking with our bodies?
with agehut posture is more than a straight back
and age cannot bend our spirits because agévlany are quick to claim body sovereignty and tt
cannot lessen our identity in Jesus. freedom to do as they please with their bodies, b
as those redeemed by Christ, we do not retail
In addition to posture, our identity and mission cabvereignty over our bodies. Our bodies belong
formodesty.f t he body i s f oGod We liventghomogHinGamdltd lsringlatbentie
to people in three dimensions, we need to ensurand glorto Hinmn and with our bodies
our bodies are appropriately adorned and not
communicating something at odds with oumMoney
identity and distracting to our miSsiopture
speaks directly on this: Jesus talks about money and possessions mor
than Heaven and ldefthbinedHe must tt
[The parts of the body that seem to be pretty important. He offers this in His Sermon o
weaker are indispensable, and on those partshe Mount:
of the body that we think less honorable we
bestow the greater honor, and our Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on
unpresentable parts are treated with greater earth, where moth and rust destroy and
modesty, which our more presentable parts where thieves break in and steal, but lay ug

do not guire. 1 Corinthians 1222 for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys and where
[Wpmen should adorn themselves in thieves do not break in and steal. For where

respectable apparel, with modesty and self

4



your treasure is, there your heart will be alsoScripture extols the tithe (the first 10% of ou
Matthew 6:121 income). This is not a Biblical law, but there i
wisdom in it. This is a large enough percentage |
Jesus isnot making a kigedtilbat 6 Head sgaoced |
how reality works. Our hearts follow our treasurespiritual need to part regularly with something th.
Our hearts run after and pursue our treasure. isimportant to us. We have a deep, spiritual nee
money is our treasure, our hearts will pursudo give so that we have to trust God togmdvide
money. If success is our treasure, our hearts wlo t h a t it h this woad ensl the
pursue success. If popularity or influenceorpowere c ei t f ul ness of ri ch
is our treasure, our hearts will pursue them. the kingdonsucht h a't it Apr o\
(Matthew 13:22)
As Jesus points out, though, none of these things
is permanent. They can all be taken, all be eateiithing has the further benefit of engaging
by the world. As followers of Christ, we need to patembers in the ministry and missbme afu s 6
our treasure (the first portion of our income)inthehur ch. Those who gi v
work of the kingdom. In His parable aboht the riovhat the church does with their gift. Who care
fool, Jesus call s t hi swhdi ehappegs fvithi your |eftoversPr Thos&
12:21)In giving our first portion (what the Bible however, who give the first 10% of their income
calls our dAafirstfruit ghei)local cong@gation get engaped In thé ldea

to treasure Him and His kingdom. their congragon because people care what
happens with their generous gift.

This is an appropriate place to explain wt

important to be disciplined in our firstfruit givingA word of clarification is in order here. Tithin

Let 6s use an i mage t mears\biving the firsali0% of your indome. Ifeya

Youbdve been going at areahusnasd gwnes,lthis doesanbtimeat giwn
laundry, appointments, emails, meals, dishes, et@0% of your business income. Your income an
Yousit down, put your feet up. What happens?your business income are two different things. F
You start to become one with the couch. Hovexample, if o u r business dic
much mormeaningful wonlll you accomplish  worth of business in a year, you would not tithe ¢

that evening? Probably not much! this. You would tithe on the ingom&ok
home, |l etbdés say $80, 0

Giving works like that. We need to give before our

money gets into our accounts and getsl t 6s al so i mportant t

comfortablé. f t hat money ¢ e teserved oonafiuits: Titlingy Is éor, anyone @ho he

very difficult to get it off our couch and working fancome. This would include youth. Our youtl

the kingdom. We need to give the first portion afhould be giving regularly and proportionately

our income (or at least ensure the first portion i$ithing would be a great practice for our youth t

budgeted to be given) immediately. leasn whie t heyo6ére young s
this  beautiful, chugtdifying, spiritually

In addition to giving immediately (or making deneficial discipline into adulthood.

disciplined budget to gigeensure that it

happerls we need to give proportionately.
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Thereds one mor e n gametoirg that ova can gse or dontg bless othe
proportionately / tithing that we need to addresgeoplend bring glory to Jesus
Sometimes people argue that volunteering
reduces or eliminates their need to giveAre you mechanically inclined? Go get good at
proportionately or to tithe. The sentiment isand become the best mechanic or technician yo
understandalil@nd volunteering is a veoiod canbe Are you musically inclined? Go get good
Godly endeavdr!but the position falls apart at it and become the best musician you can be
under clarifying questions. How do we measurdre you agriculturally inclined? Go get good at
volunteering? Do we tithe off the hours in ouand become the best farmer, soil scientist
week? That would be over 16 hours a week. Or dworticulturalist, conservationist, agronomist, etc
we tithe off the arbitrary number of working houngou can bére you good at communicating? Go
in a weela tithe off 40 hours would be four hoursget good at it and become the best teacher
per week). reporter, pastor, missionary, business leader yc
can beGo get good at something for the sake of
Of perhaps more importance is the question ofour neighbor.
where Scripture teaches tBipture extols
giving and volunteering, but as far as | can tell, This is an appropriate place to encourage you t
doesnot equate t he t weverelyGlimit gpossildlyh even nelimimbate) r the
warnings against loving money (and the powemindless distractions from your life. Our churche
money has to captivatar aeomchunities pduu rsaools, uour sigGel
devotion) and the repeated exhortations to giverganizationbave been greatly hindered by a
generously (to dethrone money in our heart angbopulation of people mindlessly disitraothdt
lead our hearts to pursue the kingdom of God), @mounts to twaddow much of your life has
would seem to me that we have a deep, spirituddeen lost in a screen, whether the big one on yo
need to give sacrificially frorngtyedrtion of our wall or the small one in your pocket? How man
incomeandto volunteer. Both are important. They evenings have you lost whole swaths of time i

are not the same. your screen? How many nights haviesyou
sleep because your screen kept you up longe

Skills than you intended?

God has gifted us in different wigtydifferent Can screens be used for meaningful and edifyin

interests, different abilities and aptiflides purposes? Absolutely! Is that what we spend mo

Apostle Paul wroteg w have figi f t ofouttimadoingen screeas? No. The data bes
according to tAndthenhea c ehisgut.\Mest of buofrkeice &nde on screens
added, il et wus (Parteof t his dédicaie® donmaimdless HiRrachioplling

the Christian life is discerning our particulaFacebook and Instagram, watching YouTube
giftedness and then working to strengthen ouposting on X, playing Candy Crush, Clash o
skills in that area. In other words, we need to figukelans, or Call of Duty.

out what we gravitate toward and then get good at

it. This isnét abesyt uManynpadple netf thamsehasnthesd program:
or us earnings much money as we can for provide an escape from the stress of their life
ourselves. This is about us getting good aiThere 1is truth 1in thi
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We might not realize it, but these programs ddlind
more than provide an escape from reality, they
condition us into a different reality, a very shallowjatthew, Mark, and Luke all record Jesus
seltabsorbed, neighlodilivious reality. These commanding that God be loved with the whol
programs become, what Cal Newport calls in higerson, explicitly including the(ivitr2R2:27, Mk
bookDeep Work: Rules for Focused Success in d@2:30, Lk 10:27h order to do this, we must
Distracted Wordj a cogniti ve inentionally ls€ek otit lresdurces to equip ou
Afweakens your mi nd o6 s ngndsnTéhe liatibelow, bvhich | shayed in Februal
di stractionédo (212) . linmsamohandtexted/emdiled (Bign)isay c
us to live for escape, to crave escape, escapein@r eat pl ace to start.
an artificial, shallowg-timensional world. This it is a place for you to start strengthening you
cognitive crutch essentially erases our neighbomnind, something Jesus calls us to do as His
from our mind. It erases the needs of our churclipllowersTake a moment and review and then
of our communities, of our s¢hioots our pick a place to start. Pick one and begin equippir
minds. Who wants to work at honing a skill wheypour mind to better love God and more confident
endless entertainment and escape is availableonfess Christ.
and calling?

Science themed videos and publications that
Acknowledging this truth is difficult. Choosing dismantle Darwinism and materialism and
mature response is more difficult. Some of us magxtol creation and intelligent design:
be able to set up safeguards and boundaries to ) o ]
keep these attentgmbbing, mimitering Long Sto_ry ShbiBcience Uprisib@enesis
machines in our lives. Some of us may need to getAPologetidsActs and FadisSecrets of the
rid of theseanhines altogether. You must know Human Body
yourself, your tendencies, your weaknesses, your

enemies of skill development, and you must takidentity, sexuality, marriage, reproductive
action accordingly. technology themed videos and curriculum that

expose the worl dds |

We have civic organizations that need to béruth:
supported, Bible studies andkllfeprograms

that need to exist, relationships that need to be
fostered, instruments that need to be mastered,
songs that need to be written, teams that need
be formed, fdgnbonds that need to be built and
strengthened, marriages that need to be nurtured,

and so much more. And Christians should be at praeger UhWorld Watch

the forefront of every one of these. Our faith

compels us to engage the world to save the worldodcasts that teach and use the Christian
and serve the world. We teelntify a skilland  \worldview:

get good at it for the sake of our neighbor and for

the glory of Jesus. Issues, Etb.The World and Everything in It

The Identity ProjebfThe Holy Sexuality
ProecbThem Bef ore Us©6s

t{%overnment, economics, and social issues
emed videos



Financial Literacy Tools

Financial Peace Univebsitye Every Dollar
App

Groups and movements for engaging the
world

Our local Celebrate Life Grouptheran
Family Servitdhe Greater Than Campaign

Books on how to tame screens:

The Tech ExiDigital Liturgie§he Common
Rule

Books on Parenting:

The Collapse of Parertii@gls on the Edge
bBoys Adriitwhy Gender Matters

Resources that tackle cutting issues from a
Lutheran perspective

Zi on 6 s bmhe huthéran WitnbThe
Small Catechism

Camps and retreats available to equip your
kids with a robust Christian worldview:

VocatigConcordia Seminanst. Louis)
bChrist Acader(@oncordia Theological
Seminary, Ft. Wayhéligher ThingegCamp
Okobojiblowa District West and LCMS
National Youth Gatherinds \rldview
Academy

Thoughtful authors who equip the Christian
mind:

John Lennox bStephen  Meyedoel
BiermanbhJ. Warner Walldazkeonard
SaxbRandy AlcomGe n e Wencyt h
Pearcep Timothy KelleRandy Alcorn

Thoughtful books to read to your kids:

The Chronicles of Nabiibe Wingfeather

Serie®The Garden, the Curtain, and the
CrosdJ esus and biheBiggést o n
StorybThe lllustratédi t t | e Pi | gr i

Thoughtful contemporary Christian musicians
to listen to with your kids:

Andrew PetersbnFlaméb Cr o wiKead b
CollectivbToby Mab Arcadian Wild

Thoughtful works of Christian poets who
explicitly bring the Christian mind into their
poetry:

As Kingfishers Catch Fire: Selected and
Annotated Poems of Gerard Manley Hopkin:
bWaiting on the Word: A poem a day for
Advent, Christmas and Epighgviglcolm
GuitebWord Made Fresh: An Invitation to
Poetry for the ChubgfAbram Van
EngerbGetting Through What You're Going
Through: Notes and Poems for Hoping anc
BecomingyTanner Olson

Christianity involves the mind so we must train ar
strengthen our minds as followers of Jesus. If yc
have questions about a resource on the list, asl
If you want help in an area not named, ask.

To return to the point
again throughout this series: Christianity is
somethingwe dde 6ve covered
reading, devotions, prayer and eight specifi
actionsforustotiot 6s now ti me
fath.l t 6s ti me for you
comes from doing the faith. This is my prayer fc
you, that you would enthusiastically confess Chri
and diligently reinforce that coorigsthe daily
daing of the faithe t 6 s - Rastar Cohner i t



TRINITY
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2026 IOWA

DES MOINES

MARCH FOR LIFE
LCMS RALLY -

9 AM - MATINS PRAYER SERVICE i ==
10 AM - SPEAKER 3223 UNIVERSITY AVE
11 AM - LUNCH OES MOINES, 1A 0311

12 PM - RALLY AND MARCH AT STATE CAPITOL

GlﬁSnT SPEAKER

MARTIN
CANNON

We show up.
We confess Christ.
We are Lutheran

RSVP VIA QR CODE OR EMAIL e CAarmAN CoEN
PASTORCKROONBLAWD@GMAIL.CON it




The Lord is My Shepherd' rejected their childhood faith. They had their so
Luke baptized to placate their families, but the

By DCE was it. When her husband went to Iraq as ar
Kathryn imbedded reporter, Dana was understandabl

And Jesu fearful. She was surprised at how caymaiour
answered & : , old Luke was. Shesamed that it was just
that no one leads ygmz ="' 8 youthful naivete, until one day when they wer
astray. For many WiSg watching televisitogetherthey happened to
come In my NameEZvass ¢\ see the wedding of a solider who had returne
sayl ng from I ragq. Thinking i
Christ, o { Wi | fears in Luke, she figured it was okay far them
lead many astrayss watch it together. But then the solider describe
And you will hear & : : his fear of returning to Irag. For just an instan
wars and rumors of wars. See that you are nobana saw Luke form his hands to pray. When st
alarmed, for this must take place, but the end igsked him about it, Luke first denied it, but after I
not yet.&6)( Matthew 24:qiditasecond time, he confessed that he ha

been praying.
What are we to do in a world filled with war, evil,
darkness, rumors, conspiracies and moral failurpana was stunned, par

thatseemto run amuck? Each day brings news partly by how his faith allowed him to be calm ar
that wells up the sense of dread and doom in oWer |ack of faith caused her to be fearful. She we
souls that if left unchecked will well up and bolilso embarrassed that her-yfamld son

over. At times it seems as if evil will rule the dajstinctively knew that praying for his dad wa
that no matter how hard we strive to stand firgocially inapgpriate.

against the schened t he devi | , t herebs al ways

one more scheme just around the bend. War ov@lecause Luke was created for communion wit

seas, gas prices rising, left against right, democrat g d |, he naturally dri

against rep_ubllcan, son against ff’vlther, hope_uke had become aware of his own culture, h:

dwindling with each bold headline printed. also knew he had to hide his praying from hi:
o mot her . éDana asked L

O Christigmwhat are we to do? to believe&niow Godd.e mmll

he exists. o éln her é
This past Sunday our Wannef he? RonrBligicu friefids Eedl frédE fior
continue outiscussioreading through PaulE.  r e | | gi on as i f t heyd
Miller#\ Praying Litend as we were in the midst  syperstition. Not Dana. She feels like she is
of oudiscussiowe reread a section entdlled  mjssing out. When she watches her religiou:
Child Prays in a Secular WoAdn d | 6 d Iffi;mkdes ,t 0 s he notices t
share that portion of the book with you. expansiveness of spirit. When they walk along

stream, they dondt | uscs
il n an &ew YourlTiemesiMagazing, e the sight fills them with ecstasy. They see a reall

Dana Tierney described how both she and hepf hope beyond this world. | just see a babblin
husband John, a writer foNthe York Times, brook.tltkhenmés g&87.e. o:¢
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Herestorany soul.

This stark example screams from the pages of thde-leadmein-the-paths-of rightecusness-for his
book what hope and peace we have as Christiansa-me-6.s s ake

in Christ Jesus. So much so that atheistic writdeven-thoughwalk

Dana sees it eek out of her son though he tries to through the valley of the shadow of death
hide it. His demeanor, his calm, his habits havéwillfearno-evil
formed hiland given him peace though his father foryou-are-withe;

isoversea# a war zone. He knows when he is yourred-and-your-staff
worried who he should turn to, who is always with they-comfante.

him and who will always listen. Scripture is fillefouprepare-atable-bafoze

with so many examples of crying out to God and in the presence of my enemies;
casting our worries on him. One remindingyedaneinmyhead-with-pil

ourselves over and over, dgintketime again of my cumve#ﬂews

Godds steadfast | ove odniess-anf-mdreg-shalhnbellalvthe

days of my lifendl shau—dweu—m—the—heuse of
AMy soul continual ly thebordiorbvaPsadm28t and i s b
down within me, but this | call to mind and

therefore | have hope: The steadfast love of th@ God i s oswwengthr ef uge an
Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to and A very present help in trouble.

end; they are new every morning; great is youthereforaye will not fear though the
faithfulomassi.s oOnTyh epolr t i o nearth giesaway, my

soul , 6therefore | wi thdughhhe mauntainsbe moved.intb L a me
3:2024. the heart of the sea,

though its waters roar and foam,
O Christian what are we toRta§ Like little though the mountains tremble at its
Luke we turn to the creator of the universe, the we | | i ng é.
author and perfector of our faith. We remind Be still, an dPsakm o w
ourselves he is our Good Shepherd! 46:13, 10a.
If we had no faith, we would be Dana, like thedesus saidi | am t he .Ikoowdy Sh

shiftingsand or reeds in the wind. Blown aroundown and my own Kknow m¢
by the dark news, rumors, and evil of our day.
What hope would we have? If we take God out dthank the Lord we have héfgeis with us
itwe arenot | eft wi t h mwayhand l[Relitle Lukeeal wePneea Itonuo L
passage that brings us great comfort to those wh@member in whom we trust! Our hope is in th
beli eve but i f y ou t a koed, wWBomndadedheaven andl danti! wh a't
terrifying.

AiNow may the Lord of

iFhe—Lord- imy shepherdl shalkhet peace at all times in every way. The Lord be wi
want. you all .o 2 Thess. 3:.:
He-makeselie- down-in-greenpastures
Heleadmebeside-stillwaters.
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Resources:

| f y ou 0 d A o My Days 0
some more time ;
reflection,
searching  for
listening to
Hol combd&s
My DaysP s al m

Leanne Cr a S
AStill WaN
beautiful songs on Psa™ < @& 2 ™™

Leannas Crawiords

Equipping young girls and their

S Peftchis.
By DCE Kathryn
AYou coul dndt pay me
Al [ elgifve middle school
s oTHiij sentiment

B hiavg, 'stated an (0D PICTURES

have heard man BAD PICTIRES

23. women in my lif cUIDEFoRGIRLS
say. Middle scho % =

Il f youodd like to fi S t%gh\ﬁ%ﬁg‘"?;,», t he

the day with still being reminded of where ofOth genders bt »

help comes fromé coha¥gaipg (thog JEs h g

7 3 % 4)
The Pour Oveetrt.erl ttorsa YRB'SPEAEN & (MW cowiern 1
written by some Christians based right here i rd.

lowa. Go tihepourover.oog use this link if _ _ .
you are reading our online version of the€motions run high, confidence runs low an
newsletteClick Herd&ach article ends with

a Christian perspective and scripture. The
even have a podcast, a praying the news, an

be ha
Friendships shift like the sandimdstorm

the world bombards young girls with

%;essaging that is hard to compete with. It we

rd decades ago and has new challenge

a decaf newsletter for reading the news witl/ith the onslaught of iPhones, snapchats

your kids.

About v Method v Decal News Atticles v Advertise

Politically Neutral,
Christ-First News
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texting and so much more.

So, how do we equip our young Christian gir
to flourish in confidence, critical knowledg
and selfespect in a world of filters, flirtations
and Facebook. Enter in a new book by Kriste
A Jenson, MA entit|l
Pictures Guild for GiHww | stay saft, smart
and confident. o You
beginning of this title as in prior newslette
articles | have boasted of the picture book ar
the junior edition of Good Pictures Bao
Pictures. Both these books are excellen
resources to heguip, guard and teach your
kids of all ages how to navigate in a world fu


https://www.web.thepourover.org/subscribe?ref=UD9YatQepO)

of images that are not always safe. Those twbefendYoungMinds.com/guides. You
books along with this new book that just campurchase a copy of the book on amazon ¢
out for girls specifically are amazing resourceheir website or you can stop by my office an
for parents and grandparents alike to begin tborrow my copy. It truly is a must have in yot
have those super tough conversations abouamily library if you are raising young girls.

pornography.

I n Kristends most
conversations for girls agd2 & help
empower girls to reject objectification, av
addiction and build a healthy body i@age.
set in an eadgread story of a mom and a
daughter having an ongoing conversati
while the daughter works on her photogra
project. Each chapter is short and to the p
with beautiful illustrations and ends w
conversation starters and questions
continue the conversation with her daugh
Some chapters focus on how to have
healthy body image; others explain t
science to help girls understand how they
protect their brains from the effects of har
content. And most of all it eqaipsts with
scripts for comfortable conversations th
foster trust and open communication.

This critical conversation is oneamm®ot

shy away from as every young girl will
faced with these issues today. And this b
gives you an amazing place to start to hg
these critical gno i n g conver
never one and don,

tal ked about Girls needn ¢

ongoing support ag-"/

(Jenson, II)

To learn more about this amazing n€g

car

The WORD of the LORD
ENDURES FOREVER

Your daily, 15 minute verse by
verse Bible study

thewordendures.org
also on Spotify, Apple
Podcasts, and YouTube

s

B {

resource or any of the great resources put out

for all ages on this topic visit
13



Preschool Praises for  April

Q7

April was a busyonth filled with handdearning, special events, and learnin ON
about the love of Jesus through Bible stories at chapel and discussid.
classroom. Manning, Towa

Chris. Cenkered.. Chid Focused... Family Connecting
One of the highlights of the month was cel

theme, as the children enjoyed spending time with their dads or special guests. Together, the
made a craft, and enjoyed a spesitafrorielly with Crawford County Conservation, who taug
abousnakes. She even brought a real snake for the children and their dads to see up close.
brave enough to hold it! It was such a fun and memorable experience.

Throughout the month, we explored many slifteremttopics. We spent time learning about the |
offrogs, butterflies, and chickens, along with discussing differgaatiipestir classroom has been
excitement as we watclcatarpillars grow. Each catelmléaformed intachrysalisand we are anxiou
waiting to see them emerge as butterflies in the coming weeks!

We are also counting down the days utickaithatcithe children have loved learning about
happening inside the eggs each day and watching the process unfold.

We enjoyed a full week learning about theigsa@pd created, discovering fun facts and observing h
each one is. The preschoolers enjoyed going on bug hunts, creating their own bugs usmg playd
and activities. R :

To finish the month, we focused on howspeeadn
Go d 6 sand hawwe continugrmwv with God. We
connected this to affower and garden thewtgch
included many learning opportunities.

It's hard to believe the end of the year is very near. |
will be enjoying our last day of class on Wednesi
May 13th. The preschoolers will be celebrating with
families Thursday, May 14th with a fun clos
ceremony!

\\\\\
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Thank you for loving th
children and enabling Zio
share the love of Jesus with
and their families!

M{{ZioN

Manning, Towq
Chiisk. Centered... Child Focused... Family Connecking




mik*&”

Celebrate Life!)»

Planning, Equipping, Doing

We exist and gather to celebrate, cherish, and protect life
through education and prayer, from conception until natural death.

Currently Studying:

(ct( [ Produced by:
A Chrls.,t/an Eth/.c Foduced by
for Children’s Rights thembeforeus.com
Sessions:

1. Children’s Natural Rights to Their Mother and Father
2. Biology Matters

3. Marriage Matters and Divorce .

4. Modern Families Next Meeting:

5. Reproductive Technologies Thurs._May 21 @ 6.:30 @
Manning Public Library

6. Surrogacy and Adoption
7. Questions & Answers CJ

Through this curriculum, we aim to create a community of like-
minded believers who understand the significance of placing
children’s needs before adult desires. The Them Before Us
curriculum is a powerful tool for changing minds and equipping
adults with the information and resources needed to defend the
least of these.

Take a picture
to remember!

Contacts:
Pastor Dan Vogel: 712-309-1292, daniel.1951vogel@gmail.com
Pastor Jonathan Conner: connerjonathanidw@gmail.com
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Planted in the Faifbr Life God does not call His people to drift with evel
wave and wind of the world. His people see
something deeper than the shallow thrills ¢
smal | el ectronic bo
stability and permanence in a shifting anc
transient world which needs a Savior.

All people need a Savior.

And so, from Holy Baptism, God our heaven

Father claims us as His own and places u

into Christ in a real, living, and active way a

if we had been a seed placed intentionally ar

purposefully by God into the good soil o

NnBl essed is thewdman Gufso trusts in the

whose trust is therd.

He is like a tree planted by évater ( J e r . Who Himself like a seed died and was place

17:78a) into the Earth. Yet, death could not hold Hin
and so from seed of Christ, life sprouted fror

During this Spring planting season, it is gootbmb for all who should be planted in Him b

to take a moment to not only plant in the fieldyaptism.

but also to plant our very lives themselves in

the good soil of faith. And Baptism is where it all begins. The see
of faith sown in our hearts by Gospel

In a world that always seeks to uprtioe us message.

image of Jeremiah 17 is powerful, for we live

in a worldvhere values are attackeit However, the planting of this seed is not th

pushed awagnd busy schedules crowd out end of most stories.

the APeace be with youo moments which on

Jesus can give. Growth follows.

The 1 mage of Godods [fhleoaughbue thebldei Gagl cqntinaen toebe
one that gives us a firm foundation. For Godctive and working tending to what He ha
is the one acting in our lives. He is the onglanted through Misrd an&Gacraments.

who plants us by the water. He is the one

gives us the root of faith by the power of th&ach time we hear the Holy Scriptures, th
Holy Spirit calling us by thepé&olbe is the root grows deeper and the plant become:
one who sustains us and gives us growth. more stable.

17



Each time we recei v eYettthere isthope oh dhe mi8su gf pllethiese

withering leaves are given nourishment aseasons.

faith is strengthened with the true body and

blood of Jesus in, with, and under that brea#or the tree planted by the water endures al

and wine. not because of its own strength but becaus
of where it is rooted. And the one who trust

Each time we are forgiven of our sins inn the Lord through it all is that tree rooted i

repentant faith, the weeds around us whiclChrist.

attempt to choke us out are pulled away

leaving goodness and mercy from God alAnd God likes to plant us like a grove or an

around. orchard of trees. He plants us and roots u
together in one placas | said beforan

These blessings of Word and sacrament an@hrist.

forgiveness are not just for a select few, but

they are the free gift of God in Christ Jesus f&knd so, the Church is not even a massive

all who would believe. These are thejumble or haphazardly planted trees all ove

steadfast, IHgving means by which God the place, but our gathering together, and in

gives us His grace keeping us rooliéel i our confessing, singing, praying, and in ou
and salvation. |l i stening together t

receiving of the sacraments together we shat
In this life, there are also seasons. a life rooted and kept in Christ by the Hol

Spirit even while others might wanger awa
Droughts when faith feels dry and we do not
recognize the overflowing grace of God. So, therefore, let us always be rooted in Chri
in seeking Him where He may be found. In H
Storms when doubts and suffering arise thatVord and Sacraments. In daily devotion an
test us to our whi t épsayee imdathering together with the saints «
God through every season of life.
Scorching heat when everyone who
surrounds is influencing us to live opposed té tree is not grown overnight.
Christ.
But planted in a good place and tended by th
Bitter coldness, where our hearts are shut ofaithful hands of God, it will surely grow an
toward others because we have been hurt. be established.

Leaves falling from our plant of faith as thé\nd established we are unto eternal life whe
cares of this world like a wind blows away there are rooted in Christ Jesus for life.
full leaf of our faith.

T Pastor Staehr
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Trinity’s April

Trinity’s sanctuary lights were replaced during Holy
Week by many volunteers including David Vetter
(pictured to the right).

On April 5 Trinity celebrated Easter (Pictured above)

Nick Blunk and
Lindsey
Schumann were
received into
full
membership on
April 4™
(pictured
below)

Raiden Boell was
baptized on April 4™
during our Easter
Vigil Service
(pictured right)

Easton Woebke was
confirmed into full
communion
membership on April
26™ (Picture from
Witness Night to the
left)




QR code or link

] 1sh Ad
(volunteers & kids) po\ish dveny

ugh P. Salp, ‘\;:f’

<X$°

Three Hymns (30 Mins.)

Season: Ascension & Pentecost
Tuesday, May 19 ;

@ 6:30 p.m. @ Zion MW

Celebrating and Sharing Christ’ Redeeming L

Sing and celebrate the hymns of the season!
An informal, family devotion setting. All invited!
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", Issues,Etc.

A Christ-centered talk show providing
rigorous theological analysis of modern
culture through a confessional Lutheran lens.

Listen: Issuesetc.org @ @ >

Ladies Guild minutes faApril

| 11 members in attendarfeastor Conner opened with prayer and reading
book of John 2He di d Birthdays @and annigersaries are anno
Secretary's report read and approved. Correspondence from Curtis Hofl
Graves, Pastor Ferry

Information from the New Hope Village quilt auction, the Camp Okoboiji quilt auction, and the Cq
4/18 was reviewed, as well as Glidden Peace Lutheran and Orphan Grain TKitohefofimatioal rep
per Linnet Nissen.

Old Business: Linnet Nissen is signed up to be our representative at Camp Okobaoji.

New Business: May 17th will be our Graduation Breakfast for 12 students this year.
4/18 Coon Rapids is hosting the Spring Rally. Sue Puck is planning on attending.
Celebrate Life has a meeting at the Manning Library this month on 4/23.

Chrigen Li fe: Audrey presented a book, AMy Ut
The Prayer for Growing Older.

Human Care: Quilts that are done will be going to the Orphan Grain Train in May. The enclose(
the last week of April for donations that will be delivered in the first week of May.

Meeting Closed following the Lord's Prayer.
Lunch was served by Audrey Roe.
Sec. Gloria Ewoldt
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CLuUB

The Monday, May 11, Fellowship Club gathering will be at the Riggert home at 1002 Magnolia
Drive. The gathering will begin with a meal at noon. The hosts will serve the “famous” Riggert
brats. Members are invited to bring a side dish, salad, or dessert. Guests are welcome!

We thank the congregation for the ongoing support of Orphan Grain Train. Monetary
donations from the April 19 Sunday fellowship will be directed to OGT for shipping of
containers from the Ida Grove warehouse. Clothing donations will be delivered to the
warehouse on May 5.

Other missions supported by the Fellowship Club include Lutheran Hour Ministries, Garuna
Ministries, Crossroads of Crawford County, and the C-3 local food pantry.

After the May 11"" meeting the Fellowship Club will “recess” until September! Be watching for
more information on the fall topic series.

Memorial Day Lunch @ Zion
May 25
10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

* ) ¢ * %

Maid-rites, hotdogs, potato salad, chips, & bars
Carryout and local delivery available
Call 655-2352 after 9:00 a.m. on the 25"

Sign up in the fellowship hall to volunteer & donate.

Freewill offering supports Zion’s VBS (June 1-5) #
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Dear Saints of Zion Lutheran,

Greetings in Christ from the Philippines. Robyn and | wish to thank you for
your generous gift of support for Lutheran mission work in the Philippines. It
has taken us a while to get things in order here, as visa requirements for
work permits and Philippine taxes are all new to us, as well as having to
register with our Baranguy (village we live in). The work at Lutheran
Theological Seminary is important, as we work with the Philippine staff to
train up future pastors and deaconesses for the churches here and in the
Asian region. Thank you for your prayers.

In Christ,
Walter & Robyn
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One of the great joys | am having in Baguio is getting to know the ladies of St. Stephen
Lutheran Church. They are a wonderfully active group of faithful women, who have a deep
hunger for God’s Word. One Saturdaythis month, at their invitation, | was privileged to lead
them in a study onworship. This workshop is the first of a two-part series.

While the women enjoy the Divine Service in The Lutheran Hymnal (TLH), they wanted to
know more about why we worship the way we do. In a country with a predominantly Roman
Catholic population, it is important to point out that, when we gather, we do not so much get
together to serve God, as to be served by him through his Gospel Word and Sacraments.
They learned how our Lutheran liturgy includes elements from the Early Church, where in
Scripture the words come from, and how they teach the faith.

The ladies shared stories and asked questions about what other churches practice. It was a
lively dialogue that gave insight to them about what differing worship practices communicate
about the faith. This knowledge will better equip them as they share the Gospel with their
neighbors. | continue to appreciate your support and prayers as | serve the Lord here.

In Christ’s care,

Robyn

| deeply appreciate our LCMS Office of International Mission supporting my desire to be
certified as a deaconess in our Synod. | am just about half-way through my course work
and internship. The courses are rigorous, which only makes sense given the importance of
the work that lays before me.

| will be in Fort Wayne, Indiana this summer for my first summer

quarter. The courses | will be studying include Paul’s Epistle to the >..

Romans and Lutheran Catechesis. | am also looking though the

deaconess curriculum here and pondering ways to bring what | am
learning to the work in Baguio.

In Christ’s care,

Robyn




IAMIGOS EN CRISTO and GRACIA!

News from Las Iglesias Evangélicas Luteranas

Amigos en Cristo in Denison and Gracia in Storm Lake

Pastor Pedro Lopez

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! | pray
season has been a joyful one and that you are
encouraged in your walk of faith. We are truly thank
many ways the Lord continues to bless our ministry.

This spring, we kicked off our 2026 ESL classes at
Carroll and were happy to welcome back several fa
the fall session. We have also added sometBibgsi
guitar lesso@svith one eager student already learnin
Saturday evegm of praise, prayer, and Bible study re
meaningful time together, and we continue to enjoy oy
fellowship gatherings as well.

At St. Paul in Hartley, ESL classes are on pause for t
but we are looking forward to restarting them this fall, G

Thank you for continuing to lift our Hispanic ministrie
communities we serve in your prayers. As always, w
your prayers for my wife and me, that the Lord would ¢
guide, strengthen, and equip us for this work.

Bendiciones, Pastor Lopez

At St. John in Storm Lake, we cof
supporting the Swaddling Clothes pr
on the second Saturday of each mon
remain involved in Sunday worsh
Grace. We are also thankful for our o
home Bible studies with fafitiés such
ablessngo spend ti me
Word.

We are especially glad to share that
Velazquez has returned to the areg
working in Indiana and is once again
in our church. He is now living near
Lake and working on local farms, a
gives thanks to the Lord for bringin
back. We are also immensely prou
Maria Sepeda, who took part in bo
National and District Youth Gathe
Recently, she gave a speech at her g
sharing her gratitude for our suppo
speaking about her faith and ck
communidyit was a enderful witness.

Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the Pre
Missionary at Largedro@iowadistrictwest.
5716067600
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The Gospel according to

Digging into the Word
Family Bible Class

Roof Loan (20 year note) Special gifts to the
Beginning balance: $350,000 roof are welcome!

$116,112.68 $233,887.32
Paid Remaining

0% 33% 100%
The sooner we pay it off, the more resources
we have to invest in the mission and ministry.

CFO Upndke

CFO update:

Jan. Feb. & March/1st Qtr. Budget income total is $118,022

Actual Jan. Feb.& March/1st Qtr. budget expenses total is $120,013
Total shortage is $1,991

Estimated Monthly budget income needed $41,670 Ist Qtr. total should be at or above $125,010

March income was higher than the previous two months. This helped bring the total shortage down.
The council decided to hold off on the ¥ gtr. payment to lowa District West, Trinity Lutheran Church
in Manilla, Lutheran Family Service, Camp Okoboji, and Zion Preschool in the month of March. This
also helped bring the total shortage down. Since the income improved in March, Council revisited
the Ist gtr. payment conversation and decided to send the Ist gtr. payment to IDW and Trinity but
hold off on the other three. This payment will show up in the April total.

In order to support the ministry and mission objectives of Zion we all need to consider our level and
consistency of giving.You may pick up an ACH form in the church office to make your giving

automatic.

- Acting CFO, Drew Puck
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April Update from Cam
Summer is just on the horizon! The trees are starting
to turn green - | love spring!

We held the Camp Okoboji Lutheran Association’s Annual M etlng on April11 -

was a wonderful day to celebrate the mission and ministry of Camp Okoboji. We

had 57 delegates present and 101 in total attendance. Scott Ebel nd Daltor/
Niemeyer were reelected to the Board of Directors and a new pastor was €lected;

Rev. Jason Letsche. | am thankful for their service to Camp! Kirk and Delaine

Warnke were named “Friends of Camp”. The Auxiliary Grocery Shower and Basket

Auction were very successful events to assist Camp.

At this time, we are hosting one of our largest groups of the year - the Wittenberg
Academy Family Retreat. The began to arrive this past Wednesday and will
depart tomorrow morning. We are so grateful for the opportunity to host this
group, more than 300 people! We couldn’t do it without our fantastic staff and
many wonderful volunteers.

In Christ,
Adam Hengeveld
Executive Director

www.campokoboji.org
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Houston Alexander
Eris Christensen
Bode England
Noah Gore

Sophia Hodne
Breyton Johnson
Kora Kusel

Paisley Lorenzen
Harper Morris
Rachel Ramsey
Liv Riesselman
Weston Stribe
Easton Woebke
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Confirmands celebre
their confirmation

Catherine C., Brookl
R., Ella Sand Luke D
volunteer during g8ol
Eastebreakfa

Luke and Kelli Schuls
(nee Grimm) celebr:
their son, Oliéer

Baptism. '

Children prepare to particij
in Ziofs Easter procession.

Paisley L.
assists  witt
Easter
breakfast

preparatio'

8hgrades lead the motions during m
30 time atonfirmation



