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Participating in the Ongoing 
Celebration  
 
Last year we celebrated 125 years of ministry 
and mission in Manning and the surrounding 
communities. I thoroughly enjoyed researching 
and sharing Zionôs story. I, like you, am 
tremendously grateful for the many souls who 
came before us, who courageously confessed 
Christ, generously supported the ministry, and 
furthered the mission.  
 
Iôm writing this article to share two shining 
examples of present Zion members who are 
continuing that beautiful tradition and to invite 
you to participate in that ongoing celebration. A 
couple months ago a couple approached me 
with a generous financial gift to be directed 
toward Zionôs roof. They were immensely 
grateful for the ministry of Zion, for what it had 
meant for their family and what it still meant for 
them today. And they wanted to ensure Zion 
had the funds necessary to do the work God has 
set before us to do. They had a significant gift to 
be directed to the roof loan. They understood 
that the sooner itôs paid off the more mission 
dollars we will have to reach our communities 
for Christ. Further, they understood that we will 
need funds to replace the nave roof in the not-
too-distant future.  
 

Allow me an aside here: The roof over the nave 
leaks. Not always, the wind has to be just right 
(or wrong!), but it leaks. Iôve put out buckets and 
run a spot cleaner several times. You know how 
leaks work. They donôt get better. They only get 
worse. We need to be very sober about this 
reality and plan for it.   
 
Allow me one more aside. Our country is 
currently going through a major generation shift. 
Our boomers are retiring. Some of them are 
beginning to transfer their wealth to the next 
generation. Demographers have observed that 
this will be the largest transfer of wealth in 
human history. This means a couple things for 
the Church: 1) Giving trends in churches are 
going to change. In fact, they already are. Zion 
is observing this change in real time. As our 
older generation goes to be with the Lord, their 
giving levels are not being replaced by our 
younger generations. There are many reasons 
for this, but it is a reality.  
 
2) Our older generations, as they transfer their 
wealth to the next generation, have the amazing 
opportunity to ensure the church is supported 
far into the future through their generous giving. 
They have the opportunity to remember their 
church in their wealth transfer.  
 
The couple who approached me understands 
this. They love Zion and desire to see it 
supported for decades to come. Do you find 
yourself in a similar situation? Can you 
participate in the celebration of Zionôs ministry 
and mission? Do you have an IRA with a 
required minimum distribution? Could you 
designate it (or a portion of it) to Zion? Do you 
have other investments that you could bless 
Zion with? What about machinery or land or 
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grain? Have you included Zion in your will? If 
you need help, Zion has a partnership with a gift 
planning counselor in our District who can help 
you do this. If God has abundantly blessed you, 
is it time for you to abundantly bless the present 
and future generations of Zion?   
 
Let me now share the second example of 
generosity and another way you can participate 
in the celebration of Zion. We have a nine-year-
old member of Zion who has taken it upon 
himself to make a difference in our roof loan. He 
found a plastic container (a glorified bucket) and 
put it out in his house with this handwritten note 
taped to it: ñPlease donate to the Zion roof fund!ò 
Every time he gets change, he puts it in the 
bucket. Every time his parents get change, he 
asks for it for the roof fund. Every time his 
grandparents come, he brings the bucket to 
them and asks them to give. Every time he 
earns money, he puts a portion in the bucket.   
 
Heôs now filling his second bucket. 
 
Perhaps youôre not in a position to give a larger 
gift, but you probably have loose change. You 
probably have a few extra dollars. And you 
could probably find a plastic bucket to tape your 
own sign to. Could you encourage your kids to 
participate, and not just to participate in the 
giving, but to see it as a participation in the 
celebration of Zionôs story, of Zionôs ministry and 
mission? Or maybe you have a different way 
that is all your own. Whatever way you choose, 
I want to invite you and to encourage you with 
the two examples Iôve shared to participate in 
the celebration. Letôs continue the tradition of 
courageously confessing Christ and generously 
supporting His ministry and mission.  
ï Pastor Conner     
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Doing the Faith. Part 6: Your Manner 
of Life   
 
Christianity is something we do. Salvation is what 
Jesus does. This article is our sixth and final part 
of this series on doing the faith. In the last five 
installments weôve covered worship, Bible 
reading, devotions, and prayer. Last month we 
looked at four specific actions in our day-to-day 
lives. Paulôs words in Philippians 1 informed our 
study: ñ[L]et your manner of life be worthy of the 
gospel of Christéò (1:27).  
 
As we shared last month, Paulôs words carry the 
idea of citizenship, of living thoughtfully, 
consistently, and orderly lives in light of that 
citizenship. Our citizenship, as Paul goes on to 
share in Philippians, is a heavenly citizenship. As 
such, our manner of life needs to reflect that. It 
needs to be evident in how we live.  
 
Last month we considered how our heavenly 
citizenship informs the way we use our eyes, our 
ears, our hands, and our mouth. This month we 
consider our body (our posture and clothing), our 
money, our skills, and our mind.   
 
As we do, I must again make this point: Weôre 
talking about the things we must do as Christians. 
Weôre not discussing esoteric ideas or pleasant 
sentiments; weôre talking about the very real and 
practical ways we conduct our lives day in and day 
out. If we are going to let the manner of our life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ, we must do these 
things. And when we do these things, they will 
reinforce and strengthen our confession because, 
as weôve covered before, words (our confession of 

 
1 The next few paragraphs are drawn from an article I 
wrote entitled ñYour Body: Given to Incarnate Godôs 

faith) inform actions and actions reinforce our 
words.  
 
Body 
 
God has given us bodies and God has attached 
purpose to our bodies. Genesis 1 and 2 help us 
appreciate our bodies and their God-given 
purpose:1  
  
Then God said, ñLet us make man in our 
image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earthò (Genesis 
1:26). 

  
And, 
  

The LORD God formed the man of dust from 
the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and the man became a living 
creature (Genesis 2:7). 

  
The first verse speaks of the divine image and the 
given dominion. The second verse helps us 
appreciate that this is an embodied image, 
an enfleshed dominion. God created your body in 
His image and God blessed you to live out that 
image in your body through the dominion you 
exercise over His creation. In ways that are 
sometimes difficult to express, you were created 
to incarnate Godôs image, dominion, and love. You 
were made to live and do these in three 
dimensions.    
  
What does that mean? It means you were given a 
body to create beauty and order ï little Edens 

Love.ò You can find it at zionmanning.com under the 
blog tab.  
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everywhere you go. You were given a body not 
merely to tell truth, but to express truth in word and 
deed. Your body is involved in telling and doing 
truth. 
 
Understanding this will motivate us to stand up 
straight with our heads up as we move confidently 
into the world to do the work God has set before 
us to do, as we set out to incarnate His love. To 
be a bit more direct: Your mission will affect your 
posture. Posture communicates identity. You bear 
Godôs image. God has given you work to do. You 
are baptized into Christ. Do it confidently. No 
slouching. Christians arenôt slouchers.  
 
Iôve shared this before, but rehearsing your 
identity daily in the mirror is a great way to start 
your day. Tell yourself what God has done for you. 
Tell yourself who you are in Christ. Do this daily 
and it will affect your posture. Yes, backs bend 
with age, but posture is more than a straight back 
and age cannot bend our spirits because age 
cannot lessen our identity in Jesus.   
 
In addition to posture, our identity and mission call 
for modesty. If the body is for bringing Godôs love 
to people in three dimensions, we need to ensure 
our bodies are appropriately adorned and not 
communicating something at odds with our 
identity and distracting to our mission. Scripture 
speaks directly on this: 
 

[T]he parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, and on those parts 
of the body that we think less honorable we 
bestow the greater honor, and our 
unpresentable parts are treated with greater 
modesty, which our more presentable parts 
do not require. 1 Corinthians 12:22-24  
 
[W]omen should adorn themselves in 
respectable apparel, with modesty and self-

control, not with braided hair and gold or 
pearls or costly attire, but with what is proper 
for women who profess godlinessðwith good 
works. 1 Timothy 2:9-10 
 
[D]o you not know that your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 
from God? You are not your own, for you were 
bought with a price. So glorify God in your 
body. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

 
What we put on (or donôt put on) our bodies 
matters. The messages our clothing 
communicates (whether in words or in suggestion) 
matters. Are the words or images on our clothing 
honorable? Do they glorify God? Are our private 
parts being treated as private parts or as public 
attention getters? Are we respectfully covered or 
suggestively exposed? Whose glory are we 
seeking with our bodies?  
 
Many are quick to claim body sovereignty and the 
freedom to do as they please with their bodies, but 
as those redeemed by Christ, we do not retain 
sovereignty over our bodies. Our bodies belong to 
God. We live to honor Him and to bring attention 
and glory to Him in and with our bodies. 
 
Money 
 
Jesus talks about money and possessions more 
than Heaven and Hell combined. He must think itôs 
pretty important. He offers this in His Sermon on 
the Mount: 
 

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
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your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Matthew 6:19-21 

 
Jesus isnôt making a suggestion. Heôs telling us 
how reality works. Our hearts follow our treasure. 
Our hearts run after and pursue our treasure. If 
money is our treasure, our hearts will pursue 
money. If success is our treasure, our hearts will 
pursue success. If popularity or influence or power 
is our treasure, our hearts will pursue them.  
 
As Jesus points out, though, none of these things 
is permanent. They can all be taken, all be eaten 
by the world. As followers of Christ, we need to put 
our treasure (the first portion of our income) in the 
work of the kingdom. In His parable about the rich 
fool, Jesus calls this being ñrich toward Godò (Luke 
12:21). In giving our first portion (what the Bible 
calls our ñfirstfruitsò) to God we will lead our hearts 
to treasure Him and His kingdom.    
 
This is an appropriate place to explain why itôs 
important to be disciplined in our firstfruit giving. 
Letôs use an image to illustrate. Itôs evening. 
Youôve been going at a steady clip all day, work, 
laundry, appointments, emails, meals, dishes, etc. 
You sit down, put your feet up. What happens? 
You start to become one with the couch. How 
much more meaningful work will you accomplish 
that evening? Probably not much!  
 
Giving works like that. We need to give before our 
money gets into our accounts and gets 
comfortable. If that money gets comfortable, itôs 
very difficult to get it off our couch and working for 
the kingdom. We need to give the first portion of 
our income (or at least ensure the first portion is 
budgeted to be given) immediately. 
 
In addition to giving immediately (or making a 
disciplined budget to give to ensure that it 
happens), we need to give proportionately. 

Scripture extols the tithe (the first 10% of our 
income). This is not a Biblical law, but there is 
wisdom in it. This is a large enough percentage to 
be felt ï and thatôs a good thing. We have a deep, 
spiritual need to part regularly with something that 
is important to us. We have a deep, spiritual need 
to give so that we have to trust God to provide and 
so that ñthe cares of this world and the 
deceitfulness of richesò donôt ñchoke the wordò of 
the kingdom such that it ñproves unfruitfulò 
(Matthew 13:22).  
 
Tithing has the further benefit of engaging 
members in the ministry and mission of Jesusô 
church. Those who give their leftovers donôt care 
what the church does with their gift. Who cares 
what happens with your leftovers? Those, 
however, who give the first 10% of their income to 
their local congregation get engaged in the life of 
their congregation because people care what 
happens with their generous gift.   
 
A word of clarification is in order here. Tithing 
means giving the first 10% of your income. If you 
are a business owner, this does not mean giving 
10% of your business income. Your income and 
your business income are two different things. For 
example, if your business did a million dollarsô 
worth of business in a year, you would not tithe on 
this. You would tithe on the income you took 
home, letôs say $80,000. 
 
Itôs also important to emphasize that tithing is not 
reserved for adults. Tithing is for anyone who has 
income. This would include youth. Our youth 
should be giving regularly and proportionately. 
Tithing would be a great practice for our youth to 
learn while theyôre young so that they can carry 
this beautiful, church-edifying, spiritually-
beneficial discipline into adulthood. 
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Thereôs one more nuance on giving 
proportionately / tithing that we need to address. 
Sometimes people argue that volunteering 
reduces or eliminates their need to give 
proportionately or to tithe. The sentiment is 
understandable ï and volunteering is a wonderful, 
Godly endeavor! ï but the position falls apart 
under clarifying questions. How do we measure 
volunteering? Do we tithe off the hours in our 
week? That would be over 16 hours a week. Or do 
we tithe off the arbitrary number of working hours 
in a week (a tithe off 40 hours would be four hours 
per week).  
 
Of perhaps more importance is the question of 
where Scripture teaches this? Scripture extols 
giving and volunteering, but as far as I can tell, it 
doesnôt equate the two. Given the number of 
warnings against loving money (and the power 
money has to captivate and capture our soulôs 
devotion) and the repeated exhortations to give 
generously (to dethrone money in our heart and 
lead our hearts to pursue the kingdom of God), it 
would seem to me that we have a deep, spiritual 
need to give sacrificially from the first portion of our 
income and to volunteer. Both are important. They 
are not the same.  
 
Skills  
 
God has gifted us in different ways with different 
interests, different abilities and aptitudes. The 
Apostle Paul wrote, we have ñgifts that differ 
according to the grace given to uséò. And then he 
added, ñlet us use themò (Romans 12:6). Part of 
the Christian life is discerning our particular 
giftedness and then working to strengthen our 
skills in that area. In other words, we need to figure 
out what we gravitate toward and then get good at 
it. This isnôt about us making a name for ourselves, 
or us earning as much money as we can for 
ourselves. This is about us getting good at 

something that we can use or do to bless other 
people and bring glory to Jesus.  
 
Are you mechanically inclined? Go get good at it 
and become the best mechanic or technician you 
can be. Are you musically inclined? Go get good 
at it and become the best musician you can be. 
Are you agriculturally inclined? Go get good at it 
and become the best farmer, soil scientist, 
horticulturalist, conservationist, agronomist, etc., 
you can be. Are you good at communicating? Go 
get good at it and become the best teacher, 
reporter, pastor, missionary, business leader you 
can be. Go get good at something for the sake of 
your neighbor.  
 
This is an appropriate place to encourage you to 
severely limit (possibly even eliminate) the 
mindless distractions from your life. Our churches, 
our communities, our schools, our civic 
organizations, have been greatly hindered by a 
population of people mindlessly distracted by what 
amounts to twaddle. How much of your life has 
been lost in a screen, whether the big one on your 
wall or the small one in your pocket? How many 
evenings have you lost whole swaths of time in 
your screen? How many nights have you lost 
sleep because your screen kept you up longer 
than you intended?  
 
Can screens be used for meaningful and edifying 
purposes? Absolutely! Is that what we spend most 
of our time doing on screens? No. The data bear 
this out. Most of our free-choice time on screens 
is dedicated to mindless distraction, scrolling 
Facebook and Instagram, watching YouTube, 
posting on X, playing Candy Crush, Clash of 
Clans, or Call of Duty.  
 
Many people tell themselves these programs 
provide an escape from the stress of their life. 
There is truth in this, but itôs not the whole truth. 
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We might not realize it, but these programs do 
more than provide an escape from reality, they 
condition us into a different reality, a very shallow, 
self-absorbed, neighbor-oblivious reality. These 
programs become, what Cal Newport calls in his 
book Deep Work: Rules for Focused Success in a 
Distracted Word, ña cognitive crutchò that 
ñweakens your mindôs general ability to resist 
distractionéò (212). In other words, they condition 
us to live for escape, to crave escape, escape into 
an artificial, shallow, two-dimensional world. This 
cognitive crutch essentially erases our neighbors 
from our mind. It erases the needs of our church, 
of our communities, of our schools, from our 
minds. Who wants to work at honing a skill when 
endless entertainment and escape is available 
and calling? 
 
Acknowledging this truth is difficult. Choosing a 
mature response is more difficult. Some of us may 
be able to set up safeguards and boundaries to 
keep these attention-grabbing, mind-altering 
machines in our lives. Some of us may need to get 
rid of these machines altogether. You must know 
yourself, your tendencies, your weaknesses, your 
enemies of skill development, and you must take 
action accordingly.  
 
We have civic organizations that need to be 
supported, Bible studies and life-skill programs 
that need to exist, relationships that need to be 
fostered, instruments that need to be mastered, 
songs that need to be written, teams that need to 
be formed, family bonds that need to be built and 
strengthened, marriages that need to be nurtured, 
and so much more. And Christians should be at 
the forefront of every one of these. Our faith 
compels us to engage the world to save the world 
and serve the world. We need to identify a skill and 
get good at it for the sake of our neighbor and for 
the glory of Jesus.  
 

Mind 
 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record Jesus 
commanding that God be loved with the whole 
person, explicitly including the mind. (Mt 22:27, Mk 
12:30, Lk 10:27). In order to do this, we must 
intentionally seek out resources to equip our 
minds. The list below, which I shared in February 
in a sermon and texted/emailed to you (Zion), is a 
great place to start. Itôs not an exhaustive list, but 
it is a place for you to start strengthening your 
mind, something Jesus calls us to do as His 
followers. Take a moment and review and then 
pick a place to start. Pick one and begin equipping 
your mind to better love God and more confidently 
confess Christ.   
 
Science themed videos and publications that 
dismantle Darwinism and materialism and 
extol creation and intelligent design:  

 

Long Story Short ƅScience Uprising ƅGenesis 
Apologetics ƅActs and Facts ƅ Secrets of the 
Human Body  

 
Identity, sexuality, marriage, reproductive 
technology themed videos and curriculum that 
expose the worldõs lies and extol Scriptureõs 
truth:  
 

The Identity Project ƅThe Holy Sexuality 
Project ƅThem Before Usôs video curriculum  

 
Government, economics, and social issues 
themed videos 

 

Praeger U. ƅWorld Watch 
 
Podcasts that teach and use the Christian 
worldview:  
 

Issues, Etc. ƅThe World and Everything in It  
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Financial Literacy Tools: 
 

Financial Peace University ƅThe Every Dollar 
App  

 
Groups and movements for engaging the 
world: 

 

Our local Celebrate Life Group ƅLutheran 
Family Service ƅThe Greater Than Campaign  

 
Books on how to tame screens: 

 

The Tech Exit ƅDigital Liturgies ƅThe Common 
Rule  

 
Books on Parenting: 

 

The Collapse of Parenting ƅGirls on the Edge 
ƅBoys Adrift ƅWhy Gender Matters  

 
Resources that tackle cutting issues from a 
Lutheran perspective 

 

Zionôs newsletter ƅThe Lutheran Witness ƅThe 
Small Catechism  

 

Camps and retreats available to equip your 
kids with a robust Christian worldview: 
 

Vocatio (Concordia Seminary, St. Louis) 
ƅChrist Academy (Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Ft. Wayne) ƅHigher Things ƅCamp 
Okoboji ƅIowa District West and LCMS 
National Youth Gatherings ƅWorldview 
Academy  

 

Thoughtful authors who equip the Christian 
mind: 

 

John Lennox ƅStephen Meyer ƅJoel 
Biermann ƅJ. Warner Wallace ƅLeonard 
Sax ƅRandy Alcorn ƅGene Veith ƅNancy 
Pearcey ƅTimothy Keller ƅRandy Alcorn  

Thoughtful books to read to your kids: 
 

The Chronicles of Narnia ƅThe Wingfeather 
Series ƅThe Garden, the Curtain, and the 
Cross ƅJesus and the Lionôs Den ƅThe Biggest 
Story ƅThe Illustrated Little Pilgrimôs Progress  

 
Thoughtful contemporary Christian musicians 
to listen to with your kids: 
 

Andrew Peterson ƅ Flame ƅCrowder ƅRend 
Collective ƅToby Mac ƅ Arcadian Wild  

 
Thoughtful works of Christian poets who 
explicitly bring the Christian mind into their 
poetry:  
 

As Kingfishers Catch Fire: Selected and 
Annotated Poems of Gerard Manley Hopkins 
ƅWaiting on the Word: A poem a day for 
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany by Malcolm 
Guite ƅWord Made Fresh: An Invitation to 
Poetry for the Church by Abram Van 
Engen ƅGetting Through What You're Going 
Through: Notes and Poems for Hoping and 
Becoming by Tanner Olson 

   
Christianity involves the mind so we must train and 
strengthen our minds as followers of Jesus. If you 
have questions about a resource on the list, ask. 
If you want help in an area not named, ask.   
 
To return to the point weôve been making over and 
again throughout this series: Christianity is 
something we do. Weôve covered worship, Bible 
reading, devotions, prayer and eight specific 
actions for us to do. Itôs now time for you to do the 
faith. Itôs time for you to discover the joy that 
comes from doing the faith. This is my prayer for 
you, that you would enthusiastically confess Christ 
and diligently reinforce that confession in the daily 
doing of the faith. Letôs get to it. - Pastor Conner   
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The Lord is My Shepherd! 
By DCE 
Kathryn   

And Jesus 
answered them, ñSee 
that no one leads you 
astray. For many will 
come in my name, 
saying óI am the 
Christ,ô and they will 
lead many astray. 
And you will hear of 
wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not 
alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is 
not yet.ò (Matthew 24:4-6) 

 
What are we to do in a world filled with war, evil, 
darkness, rumors, conspiracies and moral failure 
that seem to run amuck? Each day brings news 
that wells up the sense of dread and doom in our 
souls that if left unchecked will well up and boil 
over. At times it seems as if evil will rule the day 
that no matter how hard we strive to stand firm 
against the schemes of the devil, thereôs always 
one more scheme just around the bend. War over 
seas, gas prices rising, left against right, democrat 
against republican, son against father, hope 
dwindling with each bold headline printed.  
 
O Christian, what are we to do?  
 
This past Sunday our Womenôs book club met to 
continue our discussion reading through Paul E. 
Millers A Praying Life. And as we were in the midst 
of our discussion, we reread a section entitled A 
Child Prays in a Secular World. And Iôd like to 
share that portion of the book with you.  
 
ñIn an article in the New Your Times Magazine, 
Dana Tierney described how both she and her 
husband John, a writer for the New York Times, 

rejected their childhood faith. They had their son 
Luke baptized to placate their families, but that 
was it. When her husband went to Iraq as an 
imbedded reporter, Dana was understandably 
fearful. She was surprised at how calm four-year-
old Luke was. She assumed that it was just 
youthful naivete, until one day when they were 
watching television together, they happened to 
see the wedding of a solider who had returned 
from Iraq. Thinking it wouldnôt cause any undue 
fears in Luke, she figured it was okay for them to 
watch it together. But then the solider described 
his fear of returning to Iraq. For just an instant, 
Dana saw Luke form his hands to pray. When she 
asked him about it, Luke first denied it, but after he 
did it a second time, he confessed that he has 
been praying.  
 
Dana was stunned, partly by Lukeôs faith, and 
partly by how his faith allowed him to be calm and 
her lack of faith caused her to be fearful. She was 
also embarrassed that her four-year-old son 
instinctively knew that praying for his dad was 
socially inappropriate.  
 
Because Luke was created for communion with 
God, he naturally drifted into prayer. é Because 
Luke had become aware of his own culture, he 
also knew he had to hide his praying from his 
mother. éDana asked Luke when he first began 
to believe in God. ñI donôt know Iôve always known 
he exists.ò éIn her article she described how 
many of her nonreligious friends feel freed from 
religion as if theyôve been liberated from 
superstition. Not Dana. She feels like she is 
missing out. When she watches her religious 
friends, she notices that they ñhave an 
expansiveness of spirit. When they walk along a 
stream, they donôt just see water falling over rocks; 
the sight fills them with ecstasy. They see a realm 
of hope beyond this world. I just see a babbling 
brook. I donôt get the message.òò (Miller, 96-97).  
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This stark example screams from the pages of the 
book what hope and peace we have as Christians 
in Christ Jesus. So much so that atheistic writer 
Dana sees it eek out of her son though he tries to 
hide it. His demeanor, his calm, his habits have 
formed him and given him peace though his father 
is overseas in a war zone. He knows when he is 
worried who he should turn to, who is always with 
him and who will always listen. Scripture is filled 
with so many examples of crying out to God and 
casting our worries on him. One reminding 
ourselves over and over, time and time again of 
Godôs steadfast love and faithfulness.  
 
ñMy soul continually remembers it and is bowed 
down within me, but this I call to mind and 
therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the 
Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to and 
end; they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. óThe Lord is my portion,ô says my 
soul, ótherefore I will hope in him.ò Lamentations 
3:20-24.  
 
O Christian what are we to do? Pray! Like little 
Luke we turn to the creator of the universe, the 
author and perfector of our faith. We remind 
ourselves he is our Good Shepherd!  
 
If we had no faith, we would be Dana, like the 
shifting sand or reeds in the wind. Blown around 
by the dark news, rumors, and evil of our day. 
What hope would we have? If we take God out of 
it, we arenôt left with much. Consider Psalm 23, a 
passage that brings us great comfort to those who 
believe but if you take God out of it whatôs left is 
terrifying.  
 
 ñThe Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want.  

He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters.  

He restores my soul.  
He leads me in the paths of righteousness for his 
nameôs sake.  
Even though I walk  

through the valley of the shadow of death 
I will fear no evil,  

for you are with me;  
your rod and your staff,  

they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies;  
you anoint my head with oil;  

my cup overflows.  
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever.ò Psalm 23. 
 
ñGod is our refuge and strength,  
 A very present help in trouble.  
Therefore, we will not fear though the  

earth gives way,  
though the mountains be moved into  

the heart of the sea,  
though its waters roar and foam,  
 though the mountains tremble at its 
swellingé. 
 Be still, and know that I am God.ò Psalm 
46:1-3, 10a.  
 
Jesus said, ñI am the Good Shepherd. I know my 
own and my own know me.ò John 10:14.  
 
Thank the Lord we have hope! He is with us 
always and like little Luke all we need to do is 
remember in whom we trust! Our hope is in the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth! Amen!  
 
ñNow may the Lord of peace himself give you 
peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with 
you all.ò 2 Thess. 3:16 
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Resources:  
If youôd like to spend 
some more time in 
reflection, consider 
searching for and 
listening to Ellie 
Holcombôs song, ñAll of 
My Days ïPsalm 23ò. Or 
Leanne Crawfordôs song, 
ñStill Waters.ò Both 
beautiful songs on Psalm 
23.  
 
If youôd like to find a way to read the news of 
the day with still being reminded of where our 
help comes fromé consider subscribing to 
The Pour Over. Itôs a newsletter thatôs actually 
written by some Christians based right here in 
Iowa. Go to thepourover.org or use this link if 
you are reading our online version of the 
newsletter. Click Here. Each article ends with 
a Christian perspective and scripture. They 
even have a podcast, a praying the news, and 
a decaf newsletter for reading the news with 
your kids.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Equipping young girls and their 
parents.  
By DCE Kathryn 
 
ñYou couldnôt pay me enough to go back and 
relive middle school,ò said most women ever.  
 
This sentiment I 
have stated and 
have heard many 
women in my life 
say. Middle school 
is a tough age for 
both genders but 
navigating those 
years as a girl can 
be hard. 
Friendships shift like the sand in a windstorm, 
emotions run high, confidence runs low and 
the world bombards young girls with 
messaging that is hard to compete with. It was 
hard decades ago and has new challenges 
with the onslaught of iPhones, snapchats, 
texting and so much more.  
 
So, how do we equip our young Christian girls 
to flourish in confidence, critical knowledge 
and self-respect in a world of filters, flirtations 
and Facebook. Enter in a new book by Kristen 
A Jenson, MA entitled, ñGood Pictures Bad 
Pictures Guild for Girls ï How I stay saft, smart 
and confident.ò You may recognize the 
beginning of this title as in prior newsletter 
articles I have boasted of the picture book and 
the junior edition of Good Pictures Bad 
Pictures. Both these books are excellent 
resources to help equip, guard and teach your 
kids of all ages how to navigate in a world full 

https://www.web.thepourover.org/subscribe?ref=UD9YatQepO)


13 

 

of images that are not always safe. Those two 
books along with this new book that just came 
out for girls specifically are amazing resources 
for parents and grandparents alike to begin to 
have those super tough conversations about 
pornography. 
 
In Kristenôs most recent book she aims the 
conversations for girls ages 8-12 to help 
empower girls to reject objectification, avoid 
addiction and build a healthy body image. Itôs 
set in an easy-to-read story of a mom and a 
daughter having an ongoing conversation 
while the daughter works on her photography 
project. Each chapter is short and to the point 
with beautiful illustrations and ends with 
conversation starters and questions to 
continue the conversation with her daughter. 
Some chapters focus on how to have a 
healthy body image; others explain the 
science to help girls understand how they can 
protect their brains from the effects of harmful 
content. And most of all it equips parents with 
scripts for comfortable conversations that 
foster trust and open communication.  
 
This critical conversation is one we can not 
shy away from as every young girl will be 
faced with these issues today. And this book 
gives you an amazing place to start to have 
these critical on-going conversations. Itôs 
never one and don, so donôt think well weôve 
talked about it once weôre safe. ñGirls need 
ongoing support against ongoing threats.ò 
(Jenson, II)  
 
To learn more about this amazing new 
resource or any of the great resources put out 
for all ages on this topic visit 

DefendYoungMinds.com/guides. You can 
purchase a copy of the book on amazon or 
their website or you can stop by my office and 
borrow my copy. It truly is a must have in your 
family library if you are raising young girls.  
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Preschool Praises for April     
 
April was a busy month filled with hands-on learning, special events, and learning more 
about the love of Jesus through Bible stories at chapel and discussions in the 
classroom. 
  
One of the highlights of the month was celebrating our Dadôs Day event. We had so much fun with our superhero 
theme, as the children enjoyed spending time with their dads or special guests. Together, they shared a snack, 
made a craft, and enjoyed a special visit from Kelly with Crawford County Conservation, who taught us all 
about snakes. She even brought a real snake for the children and their dads to see up close. Some were even 
brave enough to hold it! It was such a fun and memorable experience. 
 
Throughout the month, we explored many different science topics. We spent time learning about the life cycles 
of frogs, butterflies, and chickens, along with discussing different types of weather. Our classroom has been full of 
excitement as we watch our caterpillars grow. Each caterpillar has formed into a chrysalis, and we are anxiously 
waiting to see them emerge as butterflies in the coming weeks! 
 
We are also counting down the days until our chicks hatch. The children have loved learning about what is 
happening inside the eggs each day and watching the process unfold. 
We enjoyed a full week learning about the many bugs God created, discovering fun facts and observing how unique 
each one is. The preschoolers enjoyed going on bug hunts, creating their own bugs using playdoh, and other crafts 
and activities.  
 
To finish the month, we focused on how we can spread 
Godôs love and how we continue to grow with God. We 
connected this to a fun flower and garden theme, which 
included many learning opportunities. 
 
It's hard to believe the end of the year is very near. We 
will be enjoying our last day of class on Wednesday, 
May 13th. The preschoolers will be celebrating with their 
families Thursday, May 14th with a fun closing 
ceremony! 
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Thank you for loving these 
children and enabling Zion to 
share the love of Jesus with them 
and their families!  
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Planted in the Faith for Life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ñBlessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, 
whose trust is the Lord. 
He is like a tree planted by wateréò (Jer. 
17:7-8a) 
 
During this Spring planting season, it is good 
to take a moment to not only plant in the field, 
but also to plant our very lives themselves in 
the good soil of faith. 
 
In a world that always seeks to uproot us, the 
image of Jeremiah 17 is powerful, for we live 
in a world where values are attacked, faith 
pushed away, and busy schedules crowd out 
the ñPeace be with youò moments which only 
Jesus can give. 
 
The image of Godôs people being planted is 
one that gives us a firm foundation. For God 
is the one acting in our lives. He is the one 
who plants us by the water. He is the one 
gives us the root of faith by the power of the 
Holy Spirit calling us by the Gospel. He is the 
one who sustains us and gives us growth. 
 

God does not call His people to drift with every 
wave and wind of the world. His people seek 
something deeper than the shallow thrills of 
small electronic box. Godôs people desire 
stability and permanence in a shifting and 
transient world which needs a Savior.   
 
All people need a Savior. 
 
And so, from Holy Baptism, God our heavenly 
Father claims us as His own and places us 
into Christ in a real, living, and active way as 
if we had been a seed placed intentionally and 
purposefully by God into the good soil of 
Christ. 
 
Who Himself like a seed died and was placed 
into the Earth. Yet, death could not hold Him, 
and so from seed of Christ, life sprouted from 
tomb for all who should be planted in Him by 
baptism.  
 
And Baptism is where it all begins. The seed 
of faith sown in our hearts by Gospel 
message. 
 
However, the planting of this seed is not the 
end of most stories. 
 
Growth follows. 
 
Throughout the life, God continues to be 
active and working tending to what He has 
planted through His Word and Sacraments.  
 
Each time we hear the Holy Scriptures, the 
root grows deeper and the plant becomes 
more stable. 
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Each time we receive the Lordôs Supper, the 
withering leaves are given nourishment as 
faith is strengthened with the true body and 
blood of Jesus in, with, and under that bread 
and wine. 
 
Each time we are forgiven of our sins in 
repentant faith, the weeds around us which 
attempt to choke us out are pulled away 
leaving goodness and mercy from God all 
around. 
 
These blessings of Word and sacrament and 
forgiveness are not just for a select few, but 
they are the free gift of God in Christ Jesus for 
all who would believe. These are the 
steadfast, life-giving means by which God 
gives us His grace keeping us rooted in life 
and salvation. 
 
In this life, there are also seasons. 
 
Droughts when faith feels dry and we do not 
recognize the overflowing grace of God.  
 
Storms when doubts and suffering arise that 
test us to our whitôs end. 
 
Scorching heat when everyone who 
surrounds is influencing us to live opposed to 
Christ. 
 
Bitter coldness, where our hearts are shut off 
toward others because we have been hurt. 
 
Leaves falling from our plant of faith as the 
cares of this world like a wind blows away the 
full leaf of our faith. 
 

Yet, there is hope in the midst of all these 
seasons. 
 
For the tree planted by the water endures all, 
not because of its own strength but because 
of where it is rooted. And the one who trusts 
in the Lord through it all is that tree rooted in 
Christ. 
 
And God likes to plant us like a grove or and 
orchard of trees. He plants us and roots us 
together in one place ï as I said before ï in 
Christ. 
 
And so, the Church is not even a massive 
jumble or haphazardly planted trees all over 
the place, but in our gathering together, and in 
our confessing, singing, praying, and in our 
listening together to Godôs Word, and in our 
receiving of the sacraments together we share 
a life rooted and kept in Christ by the Holy 
Spirit even while others might wander away. 
 
So, therefore, let us always be rooted in Christ 
in seeking Him where He may be found. In His 
Word and Sacraments. In daily devotion and 
prayer. In gathering together with the saints of 
God through every season of life. 
 
A tree is not grown overnight. 
 
But planted in a good place and tended by the 
faithful hands of God, it will surely grow and 
be established. 
 
And established we are unto eternal life when 
we are rooted in Christ Jesus for life. 
 
ï Pastor Staehr 
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Ladies Guild minutes for April 
 

11 members in attendance.  Pastor Conner opened with prayer and reading from the 
book of John 20. ñHe did it for us.ò Birthdays and anniversaries are announced. 
Secretary's report read and approved. Correspondence from Curtis Hofbauer, Beverly 
Graves, Pastor Ferry  
 

Information from the New Hope Village quilt auction, the Camp Okoboji quilt auction, and the Carroll Zone Rally for 
4/18 was reviewed, as well as Glidden Peace Lutheran and Orphan Grain Train information. Kitchen financial report 
per Linnet Nissen. 

 

Old Business: Linnet Nissen is signed up to be our representative at Camp Okoboji. 
 

New Business: May 17th will be our Graduation Breakfast for 12 students this year. 
4/18 Coon Rapids is hosting the Spring Rally. Sue Puck is planning on attending. 
Celebrate Life has a meeting at the Manning Library this month on 4/23. 
 

Christian Life: Audrey presented a book, ñMy Utmost for the Highestò by Oswald Chambers. She also read a Poem: 
The Prayer for Growing Older. 
 

Human Care: Quilts that are done will be going to the Orphan Grain Train in May. The enclosed trailer will be here 
the last week of April for donations that will be delivered in the first week of May. 
 

Meeting Closed following the Lord's Prayer. 
Lunch was served by Audrey Roe. 
Sec. Gloria Ewoldt 
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Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! I pray this Easter 
season has been a joyful one and that you are feeling 
encouraged in your walk of faith. We are truly thankful for the 
many ways the Lord continues to bless our ministry. 

At St. John in Storm Lake, we continue 
supporting the Swaddling Clothes program 
on the second Saturday of each month and 
remain involved in Sunday worship at 
Grace. We are also thankful for our ongoing 
home Bible studies with familiesðit is such 
a blessing to spend time together in Godôs 
Word. 

This spring, we kicked off our 2026 ESL classes at St. Paul in 
Carroll and were happy to welcome back several families from 
the fall session. We have also added something newðbasic 
guitar lessonsðwith one eager student already learning! Our 
Saturday evenings of praise, prayer, and Bible study remain a 
meaningful time together, and we continue to enjoy our monthly 
fellowship gatherings as well. 

At St. Paul in Hartley, ESL classes are on pause for the spring, 
but we are looking forward to restarting them this fall, God willing. 

We are especially glad to share that Adrian 
Velazquez has returned to the area after 
working in Indiana and is once again active 
in our church. He is now living near Storm 
Lake and working on local farms, and he 
gives thanks to the Lord for bringing him 
back. We are also immensely proud of 
Maria Sepeda, who took part in both the 
National and District Youth Gatherings. 
Recently, she gave a speech at her school, 
sharing her gratitude for our support and 
speaking about her faith and church 
communityðit was a wonderful witness. 

Thank you for continuing to lift our Hispanic ministries and the 
communities we serve in your prayers. As always, we ask for 
your prayers for my wife and me, that the Lord would continue to 
guide, strengthen, and equip us for this work. 
 
Bendiciones, Pastor Lopez 

Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the President  
Missionary at Large, pedro@iowadistrictwest.org,  

571-606-7600 

mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org


27 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



28 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



29 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



30 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�� 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmands celebrate 
their confirmation.  

Catherine C., Brooklyn 
R., Ella S., and Luke D. 
volunteer during Zionôs 
Easter breakfast 

Luke and Kelli Schultes 
(nee Grimm) celebrate 
their son, Oliverôs, 
Baptism.  

Children prepare to participate 
in Zionôs Easter procession.  

Paisley L. 
assists with 
Easter 
breakfast 
preparation.  

8th graders lead the motions during music 
time at confirmation.  


