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Brothers and Sisters, 
 

I, Pastor-elect Staehr, am blessed to have received a call to Trinity Lutheran Church in Manilla, IA. As I will be working 
in conjunction with Zion in Manning, I would like to offer the saints of Zion greeting as well! 
 

May the grace of the Lord be with you all! 
 

I would like to introduce you all to my wife and myself. Trinity Lutheran Church is at home to my ears as I was born 
and baptized in Freistatt, MO at Trinity Lutheran Church. My family moved from Freistatt to Grand Island, NE shifting 
our membership to another Trinity Lutheran Church. I lived in Grand Island for all my formative years until going to 
Seminary. It was at Seminary, then, that I was placed as a vicar at Historic Trinity Lutheran Church in Detroit, MI. So 
finding myself called to yet another Trinity Lutheran Church is such a blessing from God. 
 

I come from a family of strong Lutherans. My parents have both been Lutheran School teachers throughout their 
entire careers, and my mother has recently been taken on as a professor at Concordia University Nebraska in the 
Education department. From these two faithful teachers of the Lutheran faith came 4 children: 2 sons and 2 daughters. 
My sister lives in North Carolina and is a school counselor. My brother was also a Lutheran School music teacher 
until recently when he entered masterôs studies in Spain for a composition degree. I am third in line. Finally, my 
younger sister is married to another Seminary student in his 1st year at Fort Wayne Seminary. 
 

Yet, backtracking a bit. I must mention that I met my wife, Emily, in undergrad at Concordia University Nebraska. We 
met in the swing dance student club on campus in 2019. We were engaged in 2020 and married in 2021 after my first 
year in Seminary. Emily is from Holdrege, NE and her parents were also both teachers until her father became a 
second career pastor. He is the pastor to St. Paul Lutheran Church in Cambridge, NE currently. Emily enjoys small 
trips, hiking, crafting, and baking. She works from home as an auditor with the Nebraska Department of Revenue. 
 

In ministry, I am excited to speak about Christ with friends and strangers alike. This gift has remained with me from 
a young age, and the Lord has used this gift to call me to the ministry of His Gospel among His people. I am excited 
to share this Gospel with you all that you also may share the Gospel message with those who are both close to you 
and those whom you may not know as well. I am also excited to engage the community wherever possible as I also 
consistently visit the sick, preach the Word, and administer the sacraments among you. 
 

Emily and I ask for your prayers as I finish my studies and finally come to be your pastor. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor and Emily Staehr 
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Gills, Tails, and 
Chimps:  

 
Evolutionary Propaganda that Refuses 
to Die and the Call for Parents to 
Communicate Truth to Kids 
It was the last day of confirmation class for the 
year. I was trying to get through their review sheet 
in preparation for Witness Night when a child 
raised her hand: ñIn school we watched a video 
that said that when humans were embryos and 
were developing we had gills. Is that true?ò 
Another child spoke up, ñYeah, what about tails? 
Did humans have tails?ò And another hand shot 
up, ñAnd we learned that humans and chimps had 
something like 99% of their DNA in common. Is 
that true?ò  
 

I was floored, not because kids were asking 
questions; thatôs a regular (welcomed and 
encouraged) occurrence. I was floored that these 
falsehoods were being taught in school. It wasnôt 
just that children were being taught the theory of 
neo-Darwinian evolution. I have heard student 
after student year after year share this with me. 
What was shocking to me was that these 
falsehoods werenôt just false; they were known 
falsehoods, two of them even known frauds.  
 
 
 

                                           
1 Charles Darwin published his Origin of Species in 
1859. Haeckel published his drawings for a popular 
audience (i.e. non-academic) in 1874.  
2 Whereas Christians and theists had historically seen 
Godôs wise design in giving organisms the ability to 
direct their adaptation to their environment, Darwin 
evicted God and replaced Him with natural selection, a 
force that effectively took on God-like power in Darwinôs 
theory.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Did humans have gills and tails?  
 

Spend some time studying the picture on this 
page. Itôs based off a series of drawings by 19th 
century German zoologist Ernst Haeckel. Haeckel 
was an ardent proponent of Darwinôs nascent 
theory of evolution.1 Haeckel believed that the 
proof for Darwinôs Godless theory2 could be seen 
in real time in the development of organisms in 
their earliest stages. This he sought to show 
through a series of drawings that depicted 
organismsô shared evolutionary history 
purportedly on display in their embryological 
development. Haeckel coined new words and a 
new phrase to make his point: Ontogeny 
recapitulates phylogeny. Ontogeny basically has 
to do with an organismôs origination and its 
development to adulthood (i.e. fertilization until 
adulthood). Phylogeny is an imaginative3 tree 
graph thatôs meant to demonstrate the 
evolutionary relationships between various 
organisms.    
 

According to Haeckel, an organismôs 
embryological development provided a window 
into its evolutionary past as it journeyed through 
its evolutionary stages into maturity. In other 

3 I intentionally use the word imaginative because thatôs 
precisely what it is. It should be filed in the category of 
leprechauns and unicorns. As Science magazine 
reluctantly admitted in an article published back in 
1999, ñMolecular phylogeneticists will have failed to find 
the "true tree," not because their methods are 
inadequate or because they have chosen the wrong 
genes, but because the history of life cannot properly 
be represented as a tree.ò  
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words, a human baby journeyed through a fish 
stage and then an amphibian stage and then a bird 
stage into a mammal stage and finally into a 
human. Humans recapitulated their ancient 
evolutionary stages in the womb. This is where the 
idea of gills and a tail came from. This is what 
Haeckel sought to show in his infamous drawings.  
 

There was only one problem with Haeckelôs 
drawings: They were frauds. He manipulated the 
images to support his Godless theory. He cherry 
picked examples he thought best illustrated what 
he wanted to prove and excluded ones that would 
expose his theoryôs falsehood. He altered the 
images to accentuate similarities between his 
cherry picked examples. He portrayed them as 
being the same size, when in reality they display 
up to a tenfold size differential. And the ñfirst stageò 
in his drawings ignored four previous highly 
differentiated stages. Some have tried to excuse 
this as artistic license, but any honest assessment 
of Haeckelôs work would conclude he falsified the 
evidence to push the story of evolution.   
 

Even atheistic evolutionists know this. In the 
March 2000 issue of Natural History, atheist 
paleontologist and evolutionary biologist Stephen 
Gould of Harvard wrote,    
 

To cut to the quick of this drama: Haeckel had 
exaggerated the similarities by idealizations 
and omissions. He also, in some cases Ł in a 
procedure that can only be called fraudulent 
Ł simply copied the same figure over and over 
again. 

 

But Haeckelôs fraudulent drawings were warmly 
received by German elites and intelligentsia. 
Then, in 1871, Darwin himself, in The Descent of 
Man, his follow-up work to his Origin of Species, 
affectionately praised Haeckelôs work, writing, 
ñThe [human] embryo itself at a very early period 
can hardly be distinguished from that of other 

members of the vertebrate kingdom.ò Because 
humans ñpass through the same stages of 
developmenté,ò Darwin concluded, ñwe ought 
frankly to admit their community of descent.ò From 
there Haeckelôs fraudulent drawings made it into 
textbooks where they remained for over 100 
years. And, given what my confirmands relayed to 
me, the ideas, sadly, remain influential to this day.  
 

What Haeckel depicted as gill slits and a tail on a 
developing human were nothing of the sort. The 
ñgill slitsò are folded tissue that Jesus programmed 
to become the lower part of the face, middle ear, 
walls of the tonsils, thymus, and parathyroid 
glands. Thereôs nothing fishy about this at all.  
 

What Haeckel depicted as a tail was the spinal 
scaffolding that Jesus designed to support the 
developing human, like a masonôs scaffolding in a 
stone archway that must remain in place until the 
cornerstone is set in place. This, as it turns out, is 
a common design feature in human development 
as temporary scaffolds or supports are 
reabsorbed once they have served their purpose 
(just as a masonôs supporting scaffold is removed 
once the arch is complete).  
 

Further, the coccyx, misleadingly referred to in 
popular parlance as the tail bone, is not and never 
was a tail. This bone not only helps us sit upright, 
but the muscles that anchor here form the pelvic 
diaphragm that help us defecate and keep the 
organs in our abominable cavity from falling 
through between our legs! There is no 
evolutionary connection to a tail at all. This bone 
has been precisely designed by our loving Lord 
Jesus.  
 

Haeckelôs drawings were wrong, so wrong that 
they have been dubbed ñone of the most famous 
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fakes in biology.ò4 I do not know precisely what my 
confirmands were taught in school, but the 
material presented to them clearly implied that 
humans had gills and a tail, a falsehood that has 
been known to be false for over 100 years. For this 
to be taught or implied in any way is embarrassing. 
After tackling these questions, we moved on to 
their next one.  
 

Do humans and chimps have 99% of their DNA in 
common?  
 

The short answer to this question is no. The fuller 
answer takes a bit longer to explain, but itôs 
important to understand. Do chimps and humans 
share a significant portion of similar DNA? Yes, 
but humans share 60+% of their DNA with 
bananas, chickens, and fruit flies too. So, 
percentages can be deceiving and misleading, 
which is, no doubt, why evolutionists love touting 
the 99% number.  
 

Think, though, about what sorts of things are 
required to live on our planet: intake, metabolism, 
mobility, output, etc. Since humans share the 
same planet with all living organisms, wouldnôt we 
expect to see certain similarities, even on the 
cellular level, between living organisms facing the 
same demands to survive? Wouldnôt you expect a 
wise Creator to utilize similar metabolic 
processes, body structures, genetic codes, and so 
forth?  
 

Second, the way evolutionary scientists compare 
chimp and human DNA skew results high. The 
specifics would require too much room to explain 

                                           
4 In 1997 British embryologist Michael Richardson and 
a team of international experts compared Haeckelôs 
drawings with photographs of the actual embryos and 
they found great discrepancies, so great that it led 
Richardson, in an interview for Science, to classify 
Haeckelôs drawings as ñthe most famous fake in 
biology.ò  

(and too much technical language5), but the short 
of it is that evolutionists begin by assuming 
evolution to be true. They do this by using the 
human genome as the standard onto which they 
arrange sections of the genome of chimp DNA to 
discern similarities, but the very act of using the 
human genome as a guide introduces great bias 
toward evolutionary conclusions.  
 

Further, they regularly discard differences and fail 
to account for gaps. They also assume that similar 
genomic products perform the same functions in 
chimps as in humans. It would be like seeing the 
words socket and pocket and assuming, because 
they only differ by one letter, that they must mean 
basically the same thing. Woe to the person, 
though, who digs his fingers into a socket! Or, to 
make the similarities stronger, it would be like 
concluding that the word bow must always be 
defined as something that shoots arrows. Pity the 
young girl instructed to tie a bow in her hair! Just 
as words can perform different functions 
depending on the accompanying code words 
around it (i.e. the context), the same holds true for 
DNA. It is governed by non-protein coding 
sections that regulate how it is expressed. So, 
evolutionists who see the shared ñwordò bow in 
chimp and human DNA, for instance, may be 
making false conclusions by counting them as 
equivalent.    
 

Third, chimps have a larger genome than humans. 
This reality, along with more honest and careful 
comparisons of human and chimp nucleotides (as 
in one-to-one) reduces the similarities to 

5 For the super geeks truly interested in technical 
language, check out ñHow Genomes are Sequenced 
and Why it Matters: Implications for Studies in 
Comparative Genomics of Humans and Chimpanzeesò 
by Jeffrey Tomkins. It will afford you the opportunity to 
learn a panoply of new words!  
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somewhere in the low 80% range. That 20% turns 
out to be a huge number. Casey Luskin, the 
associate director of Discovery Instituteôs Center 
for Science and Culture, is quoted by John 
Stonestreet and Shane Morris at the Colson 
Center as saying,  
 

Humans and chimps have about 35 million 
single base-pair genetic differences and five 
million insertion-deletion differences. 
Humans also have 689 unique genes not 
found in chimps. And while there are different 
ways of quantifying the differences, almost 
none of these ways yield the famous ñ98-
99%ò number.6  

 

These realities put the supposed shared ancestry 
of humans and chimps genetically beyond reach, 
which may explain why so many evolutionists are 
reluctant to let go of the 99% myth and why it 
keeps getting published in childrenôs textbooks 
and educational videos. Itôs a useful fiction. Or, to 
be more pointed: Itôs evolutionary propaganda. 
Jonathan Wells, a Senior Fellow at Discovery 
Institute's Center for Science and Culture, has 
termed these just-so stories icons of evolution and 
zombie science (i.e. ideas that have died, but 
wonôt stay in the grave and continually haunt and 
impede good science).7  
 

The fact that these known falsehoods (and frauds) 
are still being taught to children is distressing, and 
quite frankly, unacceptable. Children should not 
be told just-so stories to uphold a bankrupt and 
Godless theory. Children need to be told the truth. 
Science should not be hamstrung by evolutionary 
blinders, but should be an open-minded endeavor 
that is willing to follow the evidence wherever it 

                                           
6 https://breakpoint.org/of-primates-and-percentages-
no-humans-arent-99-chimp/  
7 Wells also covers Haeckelôs embryos, peppered 
moths, Darwinôs finches and his tree of life, junk DNA, 

leads, even if it leads to the creative brilliance of 
the Lord Jesus. For the purpose of this article we 
must emphatically acknowledge that humans 
never had gills or a tail and humans and chimps 
do not share a common ancestor. Not only does 
Scripture flatly contradict these baseless claims, 
but science does too.  
 

Iôm thankful that Zionôs confirmation kids have the 
opportunity to ask their questions each week and 
that God has given me the opportunity to 
communicate Biblical and scientific truth to them. 
If youôre interested in learning more (for yourself 
or for your kids), I highly recommend the following 
resources: 
 

¶ Genesis Apologetics: 
https://genesisapologetics.com/  
 

¶ Institute for Creation Research: 
https://www.icr.org/  
 

¶ Long Story Short: discovery.org/video-
series/long-story-short  
 

¶ Science Uprising: 
https://scienceuprising.com/  
 

¶ Issues Etc.: https://issuesetc.org/  
  
These resources honor the Lord Jesus and 
honesty in science. And since we know kids (your 
kids and grandkids) are encountering evolutionary 
propaganda in school and they have questions 
about it, wouldnôt it be wise to get equipped to offer 
an informed response?  
 

Now, returning to confirmation class where we 
began: As you might have guessed, we didnôt 
finish the confirmandsô review sheet, but we did 
answer their questions! Ł Pastor Conner  

walking whales, the human eye, and many, many more 
in his books Icons of Evolution and Zombie Science.  

https://breakpoint.org/of-primates-and-percentages-no-humans-arent-99-chimp/
https://breakpoint.org/of-primates-and-percentages-no-humans-arent-99-chimp/
https://genesisapologetics.com/
https://www.icr.org/
https://www.discovery.org/video-series/long-story-short/
https://www.discovery.org/video-series/long-story-short/
https://scienceuprising.com/
https://issuesetc.org/
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Whole Health: Body, Mind, & Soul 
 
May the God who gives peace make you holy in 
every way. May he keep your whole beingðspirit, 
soul, and bodyðblameless when our Lord Jesus 
Christ comes. 1 Thess. 5:23 
 
How great is our God that he cares about our 
whole being. That He created us with a body, mind 
and soul and that all those things work together in 
synergy to praise and glorify him. Yet, our world 
takes these three things and treats them 
separately. We go to the doctor for our physical 
health, a different type of doctor for our mental 
health and the church for our spiritual health. All 
three are needed and necessary but all are not 
separated and one can and does affect the other.  
 
In Marchôs newsletter I spoke on prayer and 
spiritual disciplines. And this is care for our soul, 
and the souls of those God has placed around us. 
Creating rhythms and disciplines to grow our 
spiritual health, our soul care. Then last month I 
wrote on the need to clean up or mental mess. 
That Godôs Word is clear that we are called to 
capture our thoughts and renew them in Christ 
Jesus. That we need to take care of our mental 
health and guard our hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus. So that leads me to the last in this little mini 
series. Our physical health, our body! Creating 
rhythms and disciplines to take care of this 

amazing miracle of a body that moves us through 
our day and helps us serve God and others.  
 
As you know I was born with a broken heart and 
God in his mercy and through the hands of an 
amazing surgeon I have been healed. Yet, always 
in my mind is the thought that I need to take care 
of this body I have been gifted. That I need to 
move it, nourish it, and cherish it. And oh boy, is 
that easier said than done. Life is busy, the days 
seem short, and the processed food, and sitting 
on the couch binging the latest reality tv show I 
canôt seem to stop watching are the siren calls that 
I canôt ignore. Yet, as Christians I think we neglect 
our body over our minds and soul the most. We 
focus on growing in knowledge of Christ through 
attending church, reading the bible, attending 
bible studies, and on and on. And we pray that 
God would use the food on our table to nourish us. 
But have you stopped to look at that food, is there 
really any nourishment there? We work hard for 
the Lord all day long, but are we moving our 
bodies? Do we sit at the desk all day, walk to the 
restroom and printer and then forget to move other 
than that. Too often we relish the deserts and 
delicacies over the discipline of taking care of our 
bodies with food that is living and nourishing.  
 
One of the many, many blessings in moving to 
Manning has been helping us Schneiders curb our 
eating out habit, and doordash deliveries. You 
simply canôt do that here. But man am I a stress 
eater, am I one at the end of the day to indulge in 
delectables that donôt actually do much to sustain 
me. Yet, I am called to steward this body, that 
scripture says is the temple of God living in me. 
This miracle body that moves blood miles 
throughout my vascular system to keep me 
moving and breathing. So what are ways we 
together as Christians can grow in the discipline of 
caring for our physical bodies?  
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I want to share a few areas God may be calling 
you today to improve your physical health and how 
to add simple habits to start today. As someone 
who reads super thick books filled with studies on 
nutrition literature (I know I'm weird but I find it 
fascinating!) allow me to give a few areas of 
improvement as God is concerned about your 
whole being, body, mind and soul.  
 
Move: This is not all or nothing. Yes, get to the 
REC and join Miss Amy in her early morning 
cycling class if you can. But simply aim to add 
more movement into your day by parking farther 
away from Walmartôs doors, or consider getting 
yourself a small walking pad treadmill to walk 1 
mph while you watch your show. Get out in nature 
and walk the wonderful trails around town. Listen 
to the birdsong! Did you know just a few seconds 
of listening to birdsong has been shown to 
improve your mode for hours after? Fascinating! 
Put on some music and dance with your love or 
little ones. I use a walking pad at my desk, or 
simply stand at my desk often throughout the day. 
Find free online workouts you love that can be as 
short as 10 minutes. 10 minutes is better than 
nothing. Here are a few on Youtubers I use:  

 
¶ Lindywell (Pilates and stretching) 
¶ MoveLoveNourish (Strength Training, 

Pilates and Barre workouts) 
¶ Eileen Kopsaftis (Learn powerful 

concepts to age without decline, self-
treat and eliminate pain. Restore motion 
and get your life back! ) 
 

Food:  Okay I could write a ton on nutrition 
because like Hippocrates I agree we should ñLet 
food be thy medicineò. Iôve been learning so much 
on this topic but I will keep it to a few quick tips. 
Letôs focus on adding, not taking away.  

 

¶ Add more leafy greens to your day! Leafy 
greens are some of the most nutritious 
foods there are, and according to the 
research we should be eating them daily. 
But wow is that easier said than done. 
We juice them or make them into a 
smoothie. My go too green smoothie is 
filling the blender with spinach and kale, 
two bananas, some frozen mango & 
pineapple, chia or flax seeds and water. 
Blend that bad boy up and enjoy the 
amazing energy it gives you!  
 

¶ Eat berries daily! Berries are amazing 
food! Did you know a cup of blueberries 
a day has been shown to be effective at 
lifting your mood/depression and 
cognition ability? (See nutritionfacts.org 
videos to learn more) Thatôs nuts, or 
rather berries! If you want to learn more 
Iôll lend you some books on the topic.  
 

¶ Cut down on alcohol and get into herbal 
teas at night. Theyôre better for your heart 
:) Hibiscus tea has been shown to lower 
blood pressure and aid in weight loss and 
has no caffeine so itôll help you sleep 
better than that glass of wine. (Again, see 
nutritionfacts.org for more details on the 
benefits of herbal teas.) 

Sleep:  

Speaking of sleepé.Get plenty of sleep if you can. 
Invest in good pillows and black out curtains (all 
though Iôve found this not as important now that 
we live in rural Iowa away from the city lights.) If 
youôre struggling to sleep or fall asleep, stop 
sweating it. Get up, write, read a book, clean the 
dishes, but do not get on your phone or tv that blue 
light wont help you.  
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Humor:  

My husband asked me if I informed Pastor Conner 
that I had a loud laugh when we were interviewing. 
And funnily enough I had. :) I know I have a loud 
laugh and I apologize if it is too much for you 
sometimes. But man does laughter and joy bring 
health to our bones! It lessens pain, releases 
endorphins, elevates our mode, and boosts your 
immunity to list a few. So find the humor in life, 
laugh with good friends, find the joy in life! Listen 
to podcasts that make you laugh, read novels that 
have you giggling, watch little toddlers play and 
catch that contagious joy that oozes out of them. 
Nehemiah 8:10 tells us towards the end of that 
verse that ñthe joy of the Lord is my strength.ò  

 
So, dear reader, know that Christ cares for your 
whole health, body, mind and soul and you should 
too! Therefore, move a little more, eat good 
nourishing food that God created not man, sleep 
well, and laugh often as there is joy in the Lord. 
Joy in growing in spiritual, mental and physical 
health. Dance in your kitchen, throw open those 
windows and listen to the birds sing to God, add a 
salad to your meal, and laugh with your loved 
ones! His mercies are new every morning and 
great is his faithfulness! He loves you and calls us 
to serve him with our whole being. Ł DCE Kathryn  

  
(Jesus said), ñóLove the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.ô ñ Matthew 12:30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources:  
I am an avid reader and tend to read a wide variety 
of books. From theology, to apologetics, to being 
a good mom or parent, to fantasy, to classic 
literature, to thick books on nutrition (I know Iôm 
weird). One such book entitled Strengths in 
Leadership had an assessment test you could 
take to learn your strengths and then help you lead 
from those strengths. One of my top 5 strengths 
was ñLearnerò. Which basically means I love the 
process of learning, I read, I like learning on a wide 
variety of topics and I relish the journey rather than 
the destination. And that is so true. So, this month 
I have a few different book resources that vary in 
topics, and one album. 
 

 
 
My first book recommendation is for those in our 
church family who may have a son or daughter, 
niece or nephew, who has walked away from the 
faith they were raised in. There is a trend in the 
church world called deconstruction. 
Deconstructing the faith they were raised in and 
molding it into a faith that is half, or made in their 
own image, if it is even there at all. This book 
discusses the trends of public Christian figures 
who have come out lately to denounce their faith 
in Christ Jesus. And also how this has become a 
thing among other believers.  
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Oh dear reader, I know this feeling, I have been 
that prodigal child. I boasted of hating the church 
but loving Jesus. So, reading this book as a 
prodigal returned hits me deep in my heart as I 
lived this. It is a brand new book that I think does 
a great job of helping walk the church through this 
movement that is sweeping the Christian music 
industry, churches and families nationwide. It ends 
with an amazing prayer and I hate to ruin the 
ending however, in case you canôt get the book or 
aren't a reader. And in case you do have a loved 
one who has walked away from the church I want 
to leave you this prayer that you can pray.  
 
ñFather in heaven, you are worthy of all praise, 
honor, and glory. You know the end from the 
beginning. You know what lays deep in the heart 
and mind of (insert your loved oneôs name) who is 
in deconstruction. You know the causes, the 
confusion, and the circumstances that have 
caused them to doubt the reality of your Word, 
your plan, and your Gospel. I ask you to lead them 
to Truth, and heal all wounds. I ask that you use 
me in this process and give me wisdom to know 
what to say and when to say it. Shine your light on 
me and convict me if I have sinned against my 
loved one. That I may repent and model that 
repentance to them. I trust you with my loved one 
and trust you with this relationship. Knowing that 
you work all things together for good according to 
your purpose. May the beauty of the Gospel be on 
display in my life. That it might be beautiful to all 
who see.  
 
In Jesus Name, Amen.  
 

 
 
Second, I want to share some uplifting music for 
you to enjoy. A while back I sang a song in church 
called ñFighting Wordsò by Ellie Holcomb. She is 
not a very well known Christian songwriter and 
artist, but I have listened to her for years and truly 
love her songs. She recently came out with a new 
album singing the Psalms and I am truly obsessed 
and working to learn these songs. She started 
writing these songs for reels on social media a 
while ago and she started each video with saying 
ñIôm just trying to bury some truth and light into my 
heart by singing scripture.ò And then she sings a 
wonderfully beautiful song with the words pulled 
straight from the Bible. I simply love this new 
album and hope you do too. Itôs called All My Days 
by Ellie Holcomb. You can listen on Spotify, 
YouTube, or anywhere you stream music.  
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Lastly, as summer is quickly approaching I wanted 
to give a few fun fantasy reading book 
recommendations/sagas to get lost in.  
 
If you havenôt heard of The Wingfeather Saga yet 
you are in for a treat. They are whimsical, well 
written, tales of three children who learn their 
families secrets and have to fight for their lives 
while learning about who they are, what it means 
to stand up for what's right and to be courageous. 
Itôs also been made into a stunningly beautiful mini 
series produced by Angel Studios that you can 
watch for free on their app anywhere you stream. 
I will say that Iôve only watched the first episode, it 
was so beautiful and thrilling. But it does vary from 
the books a bit and I was still reading the first book 
and didnôt want the show to ruin the thrill of the 
book. Iôve since finished the first two books in the 
series and have the 3rd in my cart on Amazon 
waiting to be purchased. Both youth and adults 
would find this series fun this summer! Fun fact it 
is written by Andrew Peterson who also is a 
songwriter and has written some of my favorite 
songs, namely the song ñIs He Worthy.ò  

 
The second series Iôd like to recommend is The 
Dream Keeper Saga. Full disclosure, Iôve only 
read the first book and am only a few pages into 
the second. However, while written for the young 
adult audience, it was fun to lose myself in a new 
world of dreams, dragons, unicorns, and 
adventure. It is written by Kathryn Butler who is a 
trauma surgeon turned homeschooling mom who 
writes about faith, medicine and the joys of 
reading great stories to your kids. She has other 
books that are nonfiction that I havenôt read, but I 
loved this book! It centers around a young girl who, 
though 12, already feels the weight of the world's 
brokenness. She sees her motherôs exhaustion, 
her grandmotherôs sickness, the cruelty of Adam 
who bullies her at school. And the tragic death of 
her father in an accident. Sheôs a daydreamer 
whose vivid imagination helps her cope with the 
brokenness of the world until one day she is 
transported to a fantasy world filled with epic 
quests, dragons, shrouds, and other creatures. It 
reminds me of the whimsical world of C.S. Lewisô 
Narnia and innerweaves Christian themes into the 
thrilling tale.  

 
I donôt want to only ever give nonfiction resources 
each month as the fictional world has so much for 
us to enjoy and learn from too. Reading is one of 
lifeôs greatest pleasures in my humble opinion and 
I pray you find some fun in these suggestions for 
this summer. Ł DCE Kathryn   
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Preschool Praises for April  
 
Our last full month has come to an end and we are closer to our last 
day and closing ceremony! This year sure has flown by, but we 
continue to have fun, learn, and make memories.  
 
Our theme for the month of April was growing with God. We talk about 
how we can grow in our faith and how we continue to grow closer to 
God. 
 
We talked about plants and what they need to grow, decorated flower pots, many flower themed crafts, and made 
our own mini greenhouses to hang in our windows to see if we could get a bean to grow! 
 
Not only are we watching our beans to see if they start to grow roots and a plant, but Kelly from the Crawford County 
Nature Center visited us and brought us eggs and an incubator so that we could experience chicks growing and 
hatching. Each morning we talk about what has happened in the egg and how the chick is developing along with a 
countdown to the estimated day of hatching which is Thursday, May 2nd! We are all getting very excited to meet and 
name our chicks! 
 
During chapel, Pastor Conner continued telling the children about the Resurrection of Jesus and how He appeared 
to His disciples on the road to Emmaus and appeared to Thomas and told him to stop disbelieving but to believe. The 
children also learned how Jesus is the Good Shepherd and what that meant. 
 
The students continue practicing their songs with Miss Kathryn. They will be able to share these songs with their 
families during the closing ceremony scheduled for Wednesday, May 15th. 
 
I also want to thank all of the preschool parents, the preschool board, the preschool staff, and the Zion Lutheran 
Congregation for all their thoughts and prayers during this past month and for all the help while being with family.- 
Miss Amy 
 
Blessings 
Miss Amy & Miss Melanie 
 
 
 
 



13 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you, Zion, for 
enabling us to share 
Jesus with children 

and families! 
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Zion Ladies Guild March Secretary Report 
 
The regular meeting was held on April 10, 2024 @1pm. Pastor Conner opened with 
readings from Luke. President Ehlers called the meeting to order in the Name of the 
Triune God. League Pledge.  Roll call was answered with: What is your favorite guilty 
pleasure? 17 guests present. Kathryn and Shannon joined us for the meeting today.  
 
Birthdays: Connie A., Nancy M, Karen Reinke, Sue Puck, Joene Bohlman.  
The secretaryôs notes were read. A Thank you card was passed for reading. Mite box passed and prayer read. The 
Treasures report handed out for those attending to read.  Kitchen Report: Discussion on coffee pots that are not 
working properly can be thrown, as we have 2-3 good ones. A roaster that was not working was also thrown away.  
Circle and Human care reported on monies received from 2 funerals. Next funeral will be served by circle 2. Audrey 
said they have 3 quilts ready to go, Okoboji camp, Kinderfest, and there is an infant quilt completed also.  
 
Old Business: April 13th is the LWML Spring Rally in Carroll 9-11:30. Cynthia will put a box out for the items requested 
for Hospice kits for Okoboji retreat in June. Kitchen cleaning: Some items will need to be removed after VBS for 
repairs to that area, the quilt room has items that will need to be stored as well or be gotten rid of. Some of the group 
volunteered and will meet and work on this.  
 
New Business: This coming Sunday the Crawford County prolife group will be holding an educational meeting from 
2-5pm @ OSLC in Denison. Paula Vogel invited us to attend. May 19th will be the breakfast for the graduated we 
have this year. More discussion in the May meeting.  
 
The next meeting will be April 10th. The meeting was adjourned.  The Lordôs Prayer and table prayer were 
recited. Lunch was served by Joene Bohlman and Janet Gruhn.  
Secretary Gloria Ewoldt  
 

 

Zion NewsletterðMay 2024 Fellowship Club Update 
 

Thank you for the generous donations of clothing and quilts for Orphan Grain Train.  
A delivery will be made to the Ida Grove warehouse on Tuesday, May 7.  Those 
interested in assisting with the loading and a volunteer ñstintò at the warehouse 
should meet at Zion at 8 a.m.  
 
The Fellowship Club will meet on Monday, May 13 at 1:30 p.m.  Our history ñlessonò 
will focus on the history of the Zion Fellowship Club.  The topic becomes pertinent 
as the future of the Fellowship Club will be discussed. The recent death of chairman 
Dennis Backhaus necessitates a leadership change.  After more than 10 years of 
facilitating the club, Pastor Riggert desires a lesser role.  Is there a need for a senior 
fellowship group?  What should it look like?  Whom should it involve?  Pray for 
discernment and direction. Be part of the discussion on May 13. 

 



16 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amigos en Cristo 
     News from La Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cristo:  

Friends in Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church  
 Pastor Pedro Lopez, Denison, Iowa  May 2024  

 
Here is a recap of your Hispanic Ministry in IDW:  
 

At St. Paul-Carroll, we are going strong, for the glory of God. We meet every Wednesday morning for Bible Study and 
on Saturday evenings for Praise, Prayer, and Bible Study. We have an average of 12-15 people attending. If everybody 
comes, we are close to 20-25. We are making new friends by participating in the life and future of making Carroll a 
more welcoming community for new people moving into the area. I was chosen to be the Vice-President of the new 
Carroll Cultural Alliance, an organization to help new immigrants and the Carroll community to be more in harmony, 
which gives me an opportunity to meet new people and future leaders. We have started ESL here also, meeting on 
Tuesdays and Fridays from 6:30-8:30pm. Thanks to the many willing volunteers who are always ready to help and 
offer support. We continue to grow in numbers and quality.  
 

Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the President  
Missionary at Large, 
pedro@iowadistrictwest.org,  
571-606-7600 

In Fort Dodge, we are paying personal visits to some of the people 
we met through the ESL program last year, growing friendships, and 
keeping in touch with them. This gives us the opportunity to have 
personal Bible Studies and meet their personal spiritual needs. We 
are praying that we can have another ESL class there soon.  
 

At Hartley, we are offering ESL and meeting community members. 
We have a Bible Study in Spanish with the assistance of Deacon 
Noel. He also helps in meeting the spiritual needs of our new 
members and contacts. We will have 4 baptism in May 9 (3 adults 
and 1 child). Pray for these members to grow in faith and for them to 
be an essential part of our growing ministry there.  

 

Our ministry in Denison is struggling 
because many families have moved out of 
the area and others are dealing with issues. 
We have an intentional ministry going on at 
the personal level, encouraging members 
and people to be part of our ministry. We 
have Bible Studies with different people in 
a personal way and continue to worship 
every Sunday afternoon. Bringing new 
people into the ministry is our priority here. 
We still have some members traveling. 
Please pray for their safe return.  
 
In Storm Lake, we have been blessed by 
the ongoing participation of our families and 
newcomers making this ministry stronger. 
We have Bible Study every Wednesday 
evening with an average of 8-10 people 
present. We often meet at peopleôs houses 
or at Grace Lutheran Church. Our worship 
services are still the same on Sunday 
mornings at 10:30 am. We are happy to 
have new families visiting. 
 

We have been blessed to participate in events around the district. We 
had a closing prayer at the Rally for Life and protection of the unborn 
babies in the Denison area and hosted the monthly gathering of 
pastors from the Denison-Mapleton region. I was privileged to be part 
of the Pastorsô Day on the Hill at the Iowa State Capitol building. I met 
some of our Iowa leaders and pastors to remind them to protect the 
unborn and life in all stages of the individual. What an opportunity to 
make sure leaders and people get to hear about what God is doing in 
the Hispanic ministry! We thank LWML groups who have sent their 
support, and the many individuals and churches making sure we have 
the support and finances to continue this special ministry in the ever-
growing Hispanic community. Please continue to pray for us and feel 
free to get in contact with us for any questions or suggestions. We 
are ready to come to your churches or any of your events, if you want 
to learn more about us. Gracias and Bendiciones, Pastor Lopez 
 

mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
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Priscilla Guild Report  
 
The meeting was held at Gracewell in Denison to celebrate 
Marian Drakeôs 95th birthday with her.  The meeting was called 
to order in the name of the Triune God by Pres. Cathie Segebart 
with 8 members, Pastor Riggert and 2 guests present.  We 
recited the LWML Pledge.  Pastor Riggert gave a devotion on 
Easter from Luke 23.  He pointed out the significance of the 
women during the crucifixion and afterward, especially after the 
burial.  The women were spreaders of the rising of Christ, but the 
apostles didnôt believe them at first.  Women were the first 
proclaimers, and not just in Luke but also in Acts, women such 
as Mary, Lydia, Dorcas, and Priscilla.  We are still proclaimers of 
Christôs rising and saving His people.   
 
Pastor also gave a brief report on the parsonage project, that the open house will be May 4 after church.  The call 
placement will be live-streamed at Trinity on Wednesday, April 24, starting at 6 p.m.  There will be a basket ready to 
give to the candidate with things to welcome him and his wife to Manilla at the ceremony.  The Weavers will be 
purchasing some new banners for the sanctuary and also some for the fellowship hall for decoration.  They are still 
collecting clothing for Orphan Grain Train until next Tuesday.   
 
The minutes from the March 19 meeting were read and approved as read.  The treasurerôs report was given.  Bonnie 
Lorenzen moved and LeeAnn Musfeldt seconded to accept the report.  A bill for Marianôs cake was requested but 
was already paid.  Cathie Segebart reported on the Okoboji Annual Meeting.  It was well attended with 61 out of 160 
congregations sending representatives.  There were also 30 LWML representatives and 10 guests.   
 
Okoboji is doing well financially. The old Ezra cabin was demolished and rebuilt as a whole new cabin.  There was 
no new business.  Bonnie Lorenzen gave Christian Life from a 1963 Portals of Prayer entitled ñEaster Joyò from John 
20:20. Easter gives tears and laughter, sorrow and joy, and peace of mind in the Easter resurrection.  The more we 
have a relationship with Jesus, the more joy we have in life.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The Spring Rally is at Immanuel in Schleswig with registration at 9:00 and the rally at 9:30. 
The Co-Chairpersons for May are Marjorie Jurgenson and Carol Lile.  The next meeting is May 21, 2024.  We closed 
the meeting with the Lord's Prayer and the Table Prayer. 
Susan Mahnke, Secretary 
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Trinity News and Notes Ł May 2024 
 
Easter season worship at Trinity has led us into an exploration of the early church as described in the book of 
Acts.  The early Easter church was empowered, bold, gifted, and JOYFUL. Among the joy experiences are those 
of Paul and Barnabas in their missionary travels.  
 

ñAnd when the Gentiles heard this (salvation through Jesus), they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the 
Lord,ò Acts 8:48 
ñThe disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit,ò Acts 8:52 
 

There is also joy among the disciples at Trinity 
 

Joyful WORSHIPPERS 
Praise God for the joyful Easter season response with weekly worship nearing 60 attendees. The Easter season 
celebration continues through May 11.  On May 18, we will celebrate the Pentecost Spirit of Joy. On May 24, we 
join the church at large in celebrating the Holy Trinity. Worship continues at 5 p.m. each Saturday with Bible class 
at 4 p.m. Invite family, friends, and neighbors to join you in joyful worship. 
 

Joyful STEWARDS 
The preparation of the parsonage for a new pastor and family was a huge project.  The 50 year-old home needed 
many updates as well as new appliances and a new furnace/air-conditioner.  The congregation (and friends) met 
the challenge.  Thrivent members donated over $17,000 in Thrivent ñAction Teamò designations. In addition, 
members contributed over $15,000 in other cash designation.  Many of the improvements were made with 
volunteer labor. Additional donations are welcomed! Other volunteers cleaned and cleared church lower level 
classrooms and meeting areas as well as outdoor clean up.  
   
Trinity members have also been faithful stewards in support of the Trinity budget.  First quarter (January through 
March) general fund gifts were $34,600. Envelope and online giving are ahead of 2023 gifts.  First quarter 
expenses were $31,800. The arrival of a new pastor will mean increased budget expenses with Concordia Plans 
(health and retirement) and increased pastoral salary expenses.  We trust the stewards of Trinity will respond 
joyfully and generously to the new opportunities.  
 

JOYFUL Learners 
Sunday school classes for the term will conclude on May 8.  Thanks to Stephany Olsen and LeAnn Christiansen 
for coordination this yearôs program.  Thanks to the many members who assisted with weekly breakfast and 
treats for the children. Typically, 15 children attended each Sunday.  A VBS program is planned for evenings in 
early August.  
 

Joyful adult learners gather each Saturday at 4 p.m. for a text/theme related Bible study.  The Word on 
Wednesday group (about 10-12 students) meets to explore the inspiration of Scripture and assurances of its 
divine and saving truth. 
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Eryn R. reads her 
scholarship-winning 
essay on being pro-
life at Crawford 
County for Lifeôs 
Rally for Life.  
 

Snapshots of Zion 
Lucas and 
Andrea S. (nee 
Nulle) celebrate 
Kaylaôs baptism.  
 

Jase H., Lyle R., and Ty G. smile 
during supper at our Discipling 
Event, Cleaning Up Your Mental 
Mess led by DCE Kathryn.  
 

Virginia J., Janice and 
Duane M., Dorothy K., 
Russel H., and residents 
and guests of Accurra in 
Carroll attend Zionôs 
monthly worship service.  
 

DCE Kathryn leads 
Zion preschoolers 
in music time.  
 

Progress 
continues 
steadily on 
Zionôs roof.  
 

Zion honors our 
outstanding administrative 
assistant, Shannon W.,  
with flowers, community 
gift cards, and applause.  
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Please Note! All times and events are subject to change 
 
Bible Study Saturday before worship at Trinity  

Sunday after worship at Zion  
    

May 5 Last Day of Sunday School 
 

 
May 13 Fellowship Club (1:30) at Zion  
 
 
May 16 Zion Afternoon Communion Service (1:30 p.m.) 
 
 
May 19 Graduation Breakfast (8:00 a.m.) 
 
 
May 19 Mission Door Offering for Professor Oliver  
 
 
May 27 Memorial Day Lunch at Zion  
 
 
June 3-7 VBS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




