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Trinity's new Pastor!

PASTOR ZACHARY Arriving this summer

AND EMILY STAEHR

Brothers and Sisters,

|, Pasteelect Staehr, am blessed to have received a call to Trinity LutheMan@layi¢h is | will be wor
in conjunctin with Zion in Manning, | would like to offer the saints of Zion greeting as well!

May the grace of the Lord be with you all!

| would like to introduce you all to my wife and myself. Trinity Lutheran Church is at home to my
and baptizkin Freistatt, MO at Trinity Lutheran Church. My family moved from Freistatt to Grand .
our membership to another Trinity Lutheran Church. | lived in Grand Island for all my formative
Seminary. It was at Seminany, that | was placed as a vicar at Historic Trinity Lutheran Church in [
finding myself called to yet another Trinity Lutheran Church is such a blessing from God.

I come from a family of strong Lutherans. My parents have both b&ehdaitteaaners throughout
entire careers, and my mother has recently been takerofesserat Concordia University Nebraski
Education department. From these two faithful teachers of the Lutheran faith came 4 childrehi@rsc
My sister lives in North Carolina and is a school counselor. My brother was also a Lutheran Scl
unt il recently when he entered masteros st
younger sister is e to another Seminary student in his 1st year at Fort Wayne Seminary.

Yet, backtracking a bit. | must mention that | met my wife, Emily, irQomtengliad_tiversity Nebraske
met in the swing dance student club on campus in 2019. §dgaetare2020 and married in 2021 after
year in Seminary. Emily is from Holdrege, NE and her parents were also both teachers until he
second career pastor. He is the pastor to St. Paul Lutheran Church in CambridgenilyEenjoysrain:
trips, hiking, crafting, and baking. She works from home as an auditor with the Nebraska Departr

In ministry, | am excited to speak about Christ with friends and strangers alike. This gift has rem
a youngge, and the Lord has used this gift to call me to the ministry of His Gospel among His pe
to share this Gospel with you all that you also may share the Gospel message with those who ar
and those whom you may notaseell. | am also excited to engage the community wherever poss
consistently visit the sick, preach the Word, and administer the sacraments among you.

Emily and | ask for your prayers as | finish my studies and finally come to be your pasto

In Christ,
Pastor and Emily Staehr 1
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Embryos and Evolutionary History
Gill slits Gill slits
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Communica™® ruth to Kids Did humans have gifi tail3

It was the last day of confirmation class for th&pend some time studying the picture on thi:
year. | watsying to get through their review sheetp a g e . lt6s based 19f f
in preparation for Witness Nglenha child century German zooldgisst Haeckel. Haeckel
raised her hand: Ailn wadhhoah we deatclpadpaone
that said that when humans were embryos antheory of evolutibiaeckel believed that the
were developing wea d gill s. | pr da chfatf otrr WeaFPawilchedeen Go
Anot her <chil dtabguotdls u p realfinfee thehdevelopmant of organisms
Did humans have tail sthdr edliestages Mg He esoughh @ rshibw s
up, fAAnd we | ear ned t hhaotgh haseriea rols drawings teah depipted
something like 99% of their DNA in common. ler gani s ms 6 shared e
that true?bod purportediyon display in their embryological
_ _ development. Haeckel coined new words and
| was floored, not because kids were askinghe phrase to make his pairrogeny
questions; t(welsaméds anda  pcg it Maked ghylogaapogenibasically has
ercouragedccurrence. | was floored that these do with an organi
falsehoods were being gdydofiehtito dduithosuCife Crértlizatiord dnt
just thathildremwere being taught the theory of adulthood)Phylogenjs an imaginativeree

neeDarwinian evolution. | have heard studentg raph t hat 6s me ant
after student year after year share this with meayo|utionary relationships between various
What was sbking to me was thaese oraanisms.

fal sehoods werenot jus fal se; they were k
falsehoods, two of them even known frauds. Accor di ng t o Haecke

embryological development provided a windoy
into its evolutionary past as it journeyed throug
its evolutionary stages into maturity. In othe

1 Charles Darwin publishedOnigin of Species 3l intentionally use the virmeyinatilee c a u s e t
1859. Haeckel published his drawings for a populaprecisely what it is. It should be filed in the category
audience (i.e. ranademic) in 1874. leprechauns and unicorns. S&fencemagazine

2 \Wherea<Christians and theists had historically seen reluctantly admitted in an article publisheith back
Gods wise design in giving organisms the ability tol 9 9Mleculér phylogeneticists will have failed to finc

direct their adaptation to their enviromeeni) the "true tree," not because their methods are
evictedsod and replacéfim witthatural selection, a inadequate or because they have chosen the wron
force that effectively tooBazHike power Darwids genes, but because the history of life cannot proper|
theory. be represented as a tree



words, a human baby journeyed through a fisimembers of the vertebrate king8erause
stage and then an amphibige stad then a bird humansii p a s s through oft he
stage into a mammal stage and finally into alevel o m®Aat &i n we ought | u
human. Humans recapitulated their ancient f r ankl y t o admi t Frorhei r
evolutionary stages in the wombis where the thereHaec kel 6s f rmaded into e n
idea of gills and a taihe from. This is what textbooks where thesmainedor over 100
Haeckel sought to show in his infamous drawinggears. And, given what my confirmands relayed
There was only one prpeétgelldgans], m\(,fvelmtalrrl]lnflulc_e'nglaét(o: tltuséqayé :
drawings:hey were fraudde manipulated the  What Haeckel depicted as gill slits and a tail on
images to support hilBss theory. He cherry  developing human were nothing of thHEheort.
picked examples he thought best illustratedwhdt gi | | sl i tso are f ol de
he wanted to pravmd excluded ones that would to becomthe lower part of the face, middle ear
ex pose hashoddHeealtared Ghe fwalls of the tsits, thymus,and parathyroid
images to accentuate similarities beligeen glands Ther eds not hing f
cherry picked examples. He portrayed them as _ _ _
being the same size, when in reality they displa hat H_aeckel depicted as a tail was the spin:
up to a tenfold size dFd9diag thal Jepug designgd,tq supporg th
in his drawings ignored fourigoievhighly vel oping h uman, I 1k e
differentiated stages. Some have tried to excus8lOne archway that must remaiace until the

this as artistic license, but any honest assessmefiPrnerstone is §et n place._ This, as it turns out,
of Haeckel 6s wor k wo ul@§omuep H@lgntijﬁﬁﬁre g uman develgprpey

evidence to push the story of evolution. as temporary scaffolds or suppas
reabsorbed once they have served their purpos

Even atheistic evolutionists knowlrthibe (just as a masonds su|
Mach 2000 issue &faturalHistory atheist once the arch is complete).

paleontologist and evolutionary biSkegisen _ i _
Gould of Harvard wrote, Further, the coccymisleadinglseferred to in

popular parlance astnébonas not and never
To cut to the quick of this drama: Haeckel hadvas a tail. This bone not only helps us sit uprigh
exaggerated the similarities by idealizationdut the muscles that anchor here form the pelv
and omissions. He also, in sometciases diaphragm that help ef$edate and keep the
procedure thaan only be called fraudulent organs in our abominable cavity from falling
t simplygopied the same figure over and over through between our legs! There is no
again evolutionary connection to a tail at all. This bon

has been precisely designed biywog Lord
ButHaec kel &s frmmWarmI)entJesgS_ra(/)\/?ngys g bp\ong

received by German elites and intelligentsia.

Then, in 1871, Darwin hipiedlhe Descent of Haeckel 6s dr awings we
Marnhis followmp work this Origin of Species, theyhavebeendubbedbne of the most famous
affectionatelyp r ai s e d wdlkaveiting,e | 6 s

AThe [ human] embryo itself at a very early
can hardly be distinguished from that of other
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fakes in biologyl.do not know precisely what my (and too much technical lan§)dme the short
confirmands were taught in school, but theof it is that evolutionisesgin by assuming
material presented to them clearly implied thagvolution to be true. They do this by using the
humans had gills and a tail, a falsehood that hasuman genome as the standard onto which the
been known tofa¢se for over 100 yeBos.this arrange sections of the genome of chimp DNA 1
to be taught or implied in any way is embarrassingiscern similarities, but the very act of using th
After tading these questions, we moved on to human genome as a guide introduces great bis
their next one. toward evolutionapnclusions.

Do humans and chimps have 99% of their DNA iRurther, they regularly discard differences and f
common? to account for gaps. They also assume that simil;

. . genomic products perform the same functions i
The short answer to this questianTibe fler chimpsas in humané would ie like seeing the

answer takes a bit | QadBheanliBeketnd suihgaese O Ut
important to understdba.chimps and humans oy oniy differ by one letter, that they must mea
share a significant portion of similar DNA? Yesoasicallﬁhe same thingVoe to the person

but humans 'share 60+% Of_ the;ir DNA With’[hough, who digs his fingers into a €aGket! ’
bananas, chickens, and .fT“'t 1fh_es SO_’ make the similarities stronger, it would be lik
percentages can be dewgiand misleading concjyding that the womvmustalways be

which is, no doubt, why evolutionists love touting.fineds something thertootsarrowsPity the
the 99% number young girl instructed to tie a bow in her hair! Ju:

Think thoughabout what sorts of things are @S Wwords can perform different functions
required to live on our planet: intake, metabolisn§éPending on the accompanying code word:
mobility, output, etc. Since humans share théround {i.e. the contexthe same holds true for
same planetwith aillivg or gani s ms PNAydtug doMesned Ry egmroein coding
expect to see certain similarities, even on th&€ctions that regulate how it is expressed. Sc
cellular level, between living organisms facing th@volutionists who see sharedi w o fowuiro

same demandstosurive?u | dnot y o &h'r%oxapdefwan dNéx instance, may be
wise Creator to utilize similar metabolic Making false conclusions by counting them a

processes, body structures, genets; andeso equivalent.

forth?? Third, chimps have a larger genomertiarshu
Second, the wayolutionasscientists compare ~ 1his realifyalong with more honest and careful
chimp and human DNA skew resultJhégh. ~ comparisons of human and chimp nuclestides
specifics would require too much room to explaift onéoong reduces the similarities to

41n 1997 @ish embryologMichael Richardsamd 5 For the super geeks truly interested in technica
a team of internationall axgpeades, cohmmpak edutHafeld &
drawings with photographs of the actual embryos andnd Why it Matters: Implications for Studies in
they found great discrepancies, so great that it leCompar ati ve Genomics of
Richardson, in an interviewS&eenceto classify by Jeffry Tomkins. It will afford you the opportunity to
Haeck | 6s dr awings as i t h ¢earnrapandply of eewwords! f ake i n
bi ology. o

4



somewhere in the low 80% rahge20% turns leads even if it leads to the creative brilliance of
out to be a huge number. Casey Luskin, thehe Lord Jesusor the ppose of this article we
associate directolbf scovery | ns tmudt empbaiclly Gekmotvledge tmaank

for Science and Cultui® quoted by John  never had gills or a tail and humans and chimp
Stonestreet and Shane Morris at the Colsordo not share a common ancestor. Not only doe
Center as saying, Scripture flatly contradict these baseless claim:

. ... __but science does too.
Humans and chimps have about 35 million

single baspair genetic differences and five | 6 m t hamrkd 2ul c d rhfaitr rdd t i
million insertigleletion differees. opportunity to ask their questions each week an
Humans also have 689 unique genes notthat God has given me the opportunity to
found in chimps. And while there are differencommunicatiblical and scientifich to them.

ways ofjuantifying the differenadsost I f youbre i nt gforgautsedfd
none of t hese ways orforeybudkidfb/recdmanamthel fellowim® 8
99 %0 Hfumber . resources:

These realitigsit the supposedastd ancestry 1 Genesis Apologetics:

of humans andicips genetically beyond reach, https://genesisapologetics.com/

which may explain why so many evolutionists are q
reluctant to let go of the @®¢thand why it

keeps gettingublishedn c h i | @xtbeaksd s

and educational viddos 6 s a usef ul ¥ ilengiSteryShafiszpvery.qrgdideo
be mor e poiionaryeptopagahda.6 s e vseriesflgnstoryshort

Jonathan Wella Senior Fellow at Discovery
Institute's Center for Science and Chdtsre
termed these jisst storie&ons of evolutand
zombiesciencd(i.e.ideasthat have died, but I Issuesc: https://issuesetc.org/
wonot st aapdcantimualty haearidg r a
impede good sciente).

Institute for Creation Research:
https://www.icr.org/

9 Science Uprising:
https://scienceuprising.com/

'Wese resources honor the Lord Jesus anc
honesty in sciee. And since we know kids (your
The fact that these known falsehoods (and fraud&jds and grandkids) are encountering evolutiona
are still being taught to childdistisssingnd propaganda in school and they have question
quite frankly, unacceptaBlaldren should not about i t, woul dndot it
be told justo stories to uphold a bankrupt and an informed response?
Godless theoghildra need to be told the truth. N : , .

. . ow, returning to confirmation class where wi
Science should not be hamstrung by evolutlonars/ an As ou  mi ht have
blinders, but should be an-oprded endeavor 9 y 9

) e . finish t hrevieve sheef but weaid d
that is willing to follow the evidence wherever it .
answer their questidnBastor Conner

6 https://breakpoint.orghirhatesindpercentages walking whales, the human eye, and many, many mo
nohumansren99chimp/ in his booki&eons of Evolutiamd Zombie Science

“"Wells also covers Haeckel 6s embryos, peppered
mot hs, Darwinés finches and his tree of I|ife, |
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https://breakpoint.org/of-primates-and-percentages-no-humans-arent-99-chimp/
https://breakpoint.org/of-primates-and-percentages-no-humans-arent-99-chimp/
https://genesisapologetics.com/
https://www.icr.org/
https://www.discovery.org/video-series/long-story-short/
https://www.discovery.org/video-series/long-story-short/
https://scienceuprising.com/
https://issuesetc.org/

“OLE HEAL,. amazing miracle of a body that moves us throug

our day and helps us serve Gbdthers.
SOUL As you know | was born with a broken heart an
BODY |ND God in his mercy and through the hands of ai
amazing surgeon | have been healed. Yet, alway
in my mind is the thought that | need to take cat
of this body | have been gifted. That | need tt

moveit, nourish it, and cherish it. And oh boy, is
that easier said than done. Life is busy, the day
Whole Health: Body, MenSoul seem short, and the processed food, and sittin

on the couch binging the latest reality tv show
candt seem to stop wat

May the God who gives peace make you holy i _ A .y . |
every way. May he keep your wii@ &eirit |  dgmored Yet, as Christians | think we neglec

soul, and bodplameless when our Lord Jesus our body over our minds and soul the most. W
Christ comes. 1 Thess. 5:23 focus on growing in knowledge of Christ throug
' - attending church, reading the bible, attendin

bible studies, and on and on. And we pray the
God would use thedfoo our table to nourish us.
But have you stopped to look at that food, is thel
really any nourishment there? We work hard fc
the Lord all day long, but are we moving ou
bodies? Do we sit at the desk all day, walk to th
restroom and printer and trgetfto move other
than that. Too often we relish the deserts an
delicacies over the discipline of taking care of ot
bodies with food that is living and nourishing.

How great is our God that he cares about ou
whole being. That He created us with a body, mir
and soul and that all those things work together
synergy to praise amakify him. Yet, our world
takes these three things and treats them
separately. We go to the doctor for our physice
health, a different type of doctor for our mente
health and the church for our spiritual health. A
three are needed and necessaryl bné alot
separated and one can and does affect the other’

One of the manyany blessings in movipg to
Manning has been helping us Schneitiersrcu

eating out habit, and doordash deliveries. Yol
simply candt do that
eater, am | one at the end of the day to indulge |
del ectables that donoi
me. Yet, | am called to steward this bogdy, th
saipture says is the temple of God living in me
~This miracle body that moves blood miles
throughout my vascular system to keep me
.moving and breathing. So what are ways we
together as Christians can grow in the discipline
‘caring for our physical bodies?

I n Marchos newsl etter
spiritual disciplines. And this is care for our sou
and the souls of those God has placed around u:
Creating rhythms and disciplines to grow ou
spritual health, our soul care. Then last month
wrote on the need to clean up or mental mess
That Godbés Word is cl
capture our thoughts and renew them in Chris
Jesus. That we need to take care of our mente
health and guard oaatts and minds in Christ

Jesus. So that leads me to the last in this little mi
series. Our physical health, our body! Creatin
rhythms and disciplines to take care of this
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| want to share a few areas God may be calling 1 Add more leafy greens to your day! Leafy

you today to improve your physical health and how greens are some of the most nutritious
to add simple habits to start today. As someone foods there are, and according to the
who reads super thick books filled with studies on researchavshould be eating them daily.
nutrition literature (I know I'm weird but | find it But wow is that easier said than done.
fasénating!) allow me to give a few areas of We juice them or make them into a
improvement as God is concerned about your smoothie. My go too green smoothie is
whole being, body, mind and soul. filling the blender with spinach and kale,

two bananas, some frozen mango &
MoveThis is not all or nothing. Yes, get to the pineapple, chia or flax seeds and wate
REC and join Miss Amy in her early morning Blend that bad boy up and enjoy the
cycling class if you can. But simply aidd t amazing energy it gives you!

more movement into your day by parking farther
away from Wal mart o6s do ofr Eat berries daily! Berries are amgzing

yourself a small walking pad treadmill to walk 1 food! Did you know a cup of blueberries
mph while you watch your show. Get out in nature a day has been shown to be effective at
and walk the wonderful trails around town. Listen lifting your mood/depression and
to the ibdsong! Did you know just a few seconds cognition ability? (See nutaititsnbrg
of listening to birdsong has been shown to videos to learn m
improve your mode for hours after? Fascinating! rather berries! If you want to learn more
Put on some music and dance with your love or I 611 Il end you some
little ones. | use a walking pad at my desk, or
simply stand at my desk dftenghout the day. f Cut down on alcohol and get into herbal
Find free online workouts you love that can be as teas at night. The:
short as 10 minutes. 10 minutes is better than :) Hibiscus tea has been shown to lower
nothing. Here are a fewartubers | use: blood pressure and aid in weight loss and
has no caffeine sc¢
7 Lindywell (Pilates and stretching) better than that glass of wine. (Again, see
1 MoveloveNourish (Strength Training, nutritionfacts.org for more details on the
Pilates and Barre vooiti) benefits of herbal teas.)
1 Eileen KopsaftisLe@rn powerful Sleep:

concepts to age without decline, self g peaking of sleepé. Get

treat and eliminate pain. Restore motion|n\est in good pillows and black out curtains (al
and get your life back!) though 16ve found thi

. _ . we live in rural lowa away from the city lights.)
Food: Okay | could write a ton on nutrition youdre struggling to
because |ike Hippocra sweating it. Get up, write, read a book, ckednth

food be thymedi@ 0 . | 6ve been gisheshutdonotgetonyour phone or tv that blue
on this topic but I will keep it to a few quick t'pflight wont he'{) you.

Letdés focus on adding, not aking away.



Humor: o Resources

My husband asked me if I informed Pastor Conng¢am an avireader and tend to read a wide variety
that | had_a loud laugh when we were interviewingf hooks. From theology, to apologetics, to bein
And funnily enough I had. :) I know | have a loug good mom or parent, to fantasy, to classic
laugh and | apologize & tbo much foryou | j t er at ur e, to thick
sometimes. But man does laughter and joy bringeird). One such book entitled Strengths ir
health to our bones! It lessens pain, releaseg eadership had an assesst test you could
endorphins, elevates our mode, and boosts yougke to learn your strengths and then help you lez
immunity to list a few. So find the humor in lifeom those strengths. One of my top 5 strength
laugh with good friends, find the joyliistén was fALearnero. Which

to podcasts that make you laugh, read novels thgocess of learning, | read, | like learning on a wic
have you giggling, watch little toddlers play angariety of topics and | relisfotirney rather than
catch that contagious joy that oozes out of thempe destination. And that is so true. So, this mon
Nehemiah 8:10 tells us towards the end of thathaye a few different book resources that vary |
verse that Athe joy oftopiéslrhﬁdo,l}ecwb%_ i's my strer

So, dear reader, know that Christ cares for yoL
whole health, body, mind and soul and you shou
too! Therefore, move a little more, eat gooc
nourishing food that God created not man, slee
well, and laugh often as there is joy in the Lorc
Joy in growgnin spiritual, mental and physical

health. Dance in your kitchen, throw open thos

WHAT IT 15,

windows and listen to the birds sing to God, add

4ND HOW TO RESPOND

salad to your meal, and laugh with your lovec
ones! His mercies are new every morning ant
great is his faithfulnessbiesl you and calls us ALISA CHIlBERS
to serve him with our whole RAQE Kathryn R SARKETY

(Jesus said), fAolLove Hgpdo kddmmeridtion is BP tHose%h of

your heart and with aII_your soul and with all yoWj ,rch family who may have_a son or daughte

mind and with all youmgs bnkphdvIwhd hadwalled My flof e
faith they were raised in. There is a trend in th
church world called deconstruction.
Deconstructing the faith they were raised in an
molding it into a faith that is half, or made in the
own image, if it is evesrahat all. This book
discusses the trends of public Christian figure
who have come out lately to denounce their fait
in Christ Jesus. And also how this has become
thing among other believers.



Oh dear reader, | know this feeling, | have bee
that pradal child. | boasted of hating the church

but loving Jesus. So, reading this book as & All of MY Days
prodigal returned hits me deep in my heart as
lived this. It is a brand new book that | think doe
a great job of helping walk the church through th
movement tha sweeping the Christian music &=
industry, churches and families nationwide. It enc.=%
with an amazing prayer and | hate to ruin the®

Ellte Holcomb

ending however, in cast¢ b
aren't a reader. And in case you do have a love®&

one who has walked awaytfrerahurch | want -

to leave you this prayer that you can pray.

AFat her I n heaven, yo /

honor, and glory. You know the end from the™
beginning. You know what lays deep in the hea ~ N ¢ ) :
and mind of (insert your [ oved oneds name)

in deconstruction. You know the causes, thésecond, | want to share some uplifting music f
confusion, and the circumstances that haveyouto enjoy. A while back | sang a song in churcl
caused them to doubt the reality of your Word; al | ed #fAFi ghting Word
your plan, and your Gospel. | ask you to lead thenpt a very well known Christian songwriter an
to Truth, and heal all wounds. | ask that you usertist, but | have listened to her for years and tru
me in this processiagive me wisdom to know love her songs. She recently came out with a ne
what to say and when to say it. Shine your light adbum sging the Psalms and | am truly obsessed
me and convict me if | have sinned against mgnd working to learn these songs. She starte
loved one. That | may repent and model thatriting these songs for reels on social media
repentance to them. | trust you with my loved onghile ago and she started each video with sayir
and trust you with this relationstopuirkg that Al 6m just trying to bl
Yyou work all things together for good according leart by singingst pt ur e. 06 And
Yyour purpose. May the beauty of the Gospel be amonderfully beautiful song with the words pulle
display in my life. That it might be beautiful to gtraight from the Bible. | simply love this nev

who see. al bum and hopeAlWybaysd o
by Ellie Holcomlou can listen on Spotify,
In Jesus Name, Amen. YouTube, or anywhere you stressic.



.....

AvERns

Lastly, as summer is quickly approaching IwantejfN € second ser i esfhel 6d

to give a few fun fantasy reading book 2réam Keeper Sagaul | di scl ost
recommendations/sagas to get lost in. read the first book and am on_Iy a few pages int
the seond. However, while written for the young

@qult audience, it was fun to lose myself in a ne'
Mvorld of dreams, dragons, unicorns, and
adventure. It is written by Kathryn Butler who is

families secrets and have to fight for their livedauma surgeon turned homeschooling mom wh

while learning about who they are, what it mean‘é’rite.s about faith, medica'annd_the joys of
to stand up for what's right and to be courageou’%?adm?(great Stﬁ”es to your kids. She has othe
o0 ks _t

Itds al so been made i nto & s Wnin i @' g8 noonef' |
series produced by éingtudios that you can oved this book¥ Itcent%rs aro%nc_i)éyoung &rpvflth
watch for free on their app anywhere you strea Ijough 12, already feels the We'ght of the world
I will say that | 6ve (gwrrqliery\es%gq%s%eg 'i'fr rpoﬁ']g[ efxihr"?léjts
was so beautiful and thrilling. But it does vary fro er- gran dmot heros s1c

the books a bit and | was still reading the first bo ho bullies her at school._And the tragic death_(
and di denshaw towannthe thtillfof the " €7 father in an aceci
book. |l 6ve since fini iliﬂogedelq |Hf1%g|nq=thn Ih@p[ts he{ GRE Wl‘rghoﬂ}
series and have the 3rd in my cart on Amazo rokenness of the world until one day she it

waiting to be purchased. Both youth and aduttf@sported to a fantasy world filled with epic

would find this series fun this summer! Fun fact ﬂuests,_ dragons, shrouds, and other creature_s.
eminds me of t he whi

is written by Andrew Reterwho also is a : di Christian th into it
songwriter and has written some of my favorit a_rlpla ?nl INnerweaves Lhristian themes into
Mg g€ He Wort hy. o

songs, namely the son

I f you h ameWyfathbrSsgh d
you are in for a treat. They are whimsical, we
written, tales dfrée children who learn their

I dondét want t o oaroeby
each month as the fictional world has so much f
us to enjoy and learn from too. Reading is one
|l ifebs greatest pl eas:!
| pray you find some fun in theggestions for

this summer.DCE Kathryn
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Our culture sends us many messages about who we should be and who we can be,
but these messages aren’t rooted in Christ and his love for us.

If you or someone you love struggles with who God has created you to be, please join
Pastor Jonathan Conner and Licensed Mental Health Counselor, Cassie Beltz, as we
discuss God’s good gift of gender and identity as it is revealed to us in the Scriptures
and how the world seeks to distort this gift to us.

This is a 5-part webinar, hosted live on
Thursdays May 9th, May 16th, May 23rd,
May 30th, June 6th at 7:00pm CT.
Everyone is welcome to join. This is a FREE
event with no registration fee. If you would ,‘
like to join the webinar, sign up below, and ) . 1. B . d Fermnale
we will send you a link as the day gets J/=ot ) = < Eﬁfﬁfﬁtﬁﬂm{hem
closer. Please share with any Christian g . " g Led by RE Jonathan Conner
couples with a desire to learn about God’s *

good gift of gender and identity.

utheran Family Service

F

Equipping You with a Biblical Wordlview

Issues, EfcC.

online, on-demand, and downloadable from the app or

— your computer

issuesetc.org

Hear Pastor Conner answer more questions from your kids like the ones
referenced in his article for this newsletter. On the website, search for
“kids have questions.”




Preschool Praises for April

Our last full month has come to an ewe anel closer to our last Xy 6‘

. . b wi i\
day and closing ceremony! This year sure has flown by, b \/
continue to have fun, learn, and make memories. v . ¥
Our theme for the month of April was growing with God. We tal
how we can grow in our faith and how we towfiouecloser to
God.

f
Lutheran Preschool

We talked about plants and what they need to grow, decorated flower pots, many flower theme
our own mini greenhouses to hang in our windows to see if we could get a bean to grow!

Not only are we watching ouslieaee if they start to grow roots and a plant, but Kelly from the Cral
Nature Center visited us and brought us eggs and an incubator so that we could experience ¢
hatching. Each morning we talk about what has happeggdandt®w the chick is developing along
countdown to the estimated day of hatching which is Thursday, May 2nd! We are all getting very
name our chicks!

During chapel, Pastor Cocmatinued telling the children about tiveeRéen of Jesus and Hevappeare(
toHis disciples on the road to Emmaus and appeared to Thomas and talis héitetdrimotto believéhe
children also learned how Jesus is the Good Shepherd and what that meant.

The students continue pragtibiir songs with Miss Kathryn. They will be able to share these sor
families during the closing ceremony scheduled for Wednesday, May 15th.

| also want to thank all of the preschool parents, the preschool board, the preschatibstafirerd
Congregation for all their thoughts and prayers during this past month and for all the help while
Miss Amy

Blessings
Miss Amy & Miss Melanie




v. ¥y

R
‘
y Lutheran Preschool

m-urmmj Towq

Thank you, Zion, fi

enabling us to sha

Jesus with childre
and familiés
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Memorial Day Lunch @ Zion

May 27 /10:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
Maid-rites, hotdogs, potato salad, chips, and bars

Carryout and local delivery available
Call 655-2352 after 9:00 a.m.

Free will donations support Zion’s VBS
(June 3-7)

n up in the cellowship hall to
volunteer & dowate!

§ Voluwteer Sign Up.in.the Fellowship il

) == Register: == =
Y zionmanningvbs.myanswers.com/junglejo




Zion NewsletteMay2024 FellowsHub Updat

Thank you for the generous donations of clothing and quilts for Orpha
A delivery will be made to the Ida Grove warehouse on Tuesday, M
interested in assisting with the loadidg aa v ol unt eer
should meet at Zion at 8 a.m.

The Fell owship Club wildl meet o0
will focus on the history of the Zion Fellowship Club. The topic becoi
as the future tbie Fellowship Club will be discussed. The recent death ¢
Dennis Backhanecessitates a leadership change. After more than 1
facilitating the club, Pastor Riggert desires a lesser role. Is there a neg
fellowship grotipWhat shouldlaok like? Whom should it involve? P
discernment and direction. Be part of the discugsign ogn M3

Zion Ladies GuilthrctSecretary Report

The regular meeting was held on ARO240@ 1prRastor Conner opened
readings from LuReesident Ehlers called the meeting to order in the N
Triune God. League PledRyl call was answered with: What is your favd
pleasurel?7 guests presefathrymnd Shannon joinedargshe meeting today.

Birthdays: Connie A., Nancy M, Karen Reinke, Sue Puck, Joene Bohima
The secretarybds notes wer e r klitedax pasdsed e
Treasures report handed out for those atemdatKitchen Report: Discussion on coffee pots thal
working properly can be thrown, as wedhgoed2ones. A roaster that was not working was also thro
Circle and Human care reported on monies received from 2 funeralsviiée $eneedl by circle 2. Au
said they have 3 quilts ready to go, Okoboji camp, Kimdigrérstjs an infant quilt completed also.

Old Business: Apri'isthe LWML Spring Rally in CatoB®. Cynthia will put a box out for thedeested
for Hospice kits for Okoboiji retreat in June. Kitchen cleaning: Some items will need to be rem(
repairs to that area, the quilt room has items that will need to be stored as well or be gotten rid of
volunteedkand will meet and work on this.

New Business: This coming Sunday the Crawford County prolife group will be holding an educa
2-5pm @ OSLC in Denison. Paukh keiged us to attehthy 19 will be the breakfast for the graduat
have this year. More discussion in the May meeting.

The next meeting will be ApfilTh@ meeting was adjourffe.e Lor dds Pr ayeHf
recitedLunch was served by Joene Bohlman and Janet Gruhn.
Secretary Gloria Ewoldt
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May 2024

Amigos en Cristo

News fromLa Iglesia Evangelica Luterana Amigos en Cri

Friends in Christ Evangelicalheran Church
PastorPedro LopezDenison, low.

Here is a recap of your Hispanic Ministry in IDW:

At St. Pasarroll, we are going strong, for the glory of God. We meet every Wednesday morning f¢
on Saturday evenings for PraiserPaag Bible Study. We have an averad® pkbple attending. If every
comes, we are close t220We are making new friends by participating in the life and future of ma
more welcoming community for new people moving intb\las atessen to be the-Riesident of the ne
Carroll Cultural Alliance, an organization to help new immigrants and the Carroll community to be
which gives me an opportunity to meet new people and future leaders. We haeeestdstechiegliry

Tuesdays and Fridays from8&38pm. Thanks to the many willing volunteers who are always read
offer support. We continue to grow in numbers and quality.

Our ministry in Denison is strug
because many families have moved
the area and others are dealing with i
We have an intentional ministry going
the pegonal level, encouraging mem
and people to be part of our ministr
have Bible Studies with different pec
a personal way and continugotship
every Sunday afternoon. Bringing
people into the ministry is our priorit
We still haveome members traveli
Please pray for their safe return.

At Hartley, we ayfferindeSLandmeetingommunitsnembers
We have a Bible Study in Spanish with the assistance
Noel. He also helps in meeting the spiritual needs of
members and contacts. We will have 4 baptism in May 4
and 1 childpray for these membergrtav in faith and for ther
be an essential part of our growing ministry there.

In Fort Dodge, we are paying personal visits to some of
we met through the ESL program last year, growing friend
keeping in touch with them. Tleis gévthe opportunity to h
personal Bible Studies and meet their personal spiritual
are praying that we can have another ESL class there sod

In Storm Lake, we have been bles
the ongoing participation of our famili
newcomers making this ministry str
We have Bible Study every Wedn
evening with an average-td geople
present. We ofte
or at Grace Lutheran Church. Our
services are still the same on S
mornings at 10:30 am. We are ha
have new families visiting

Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the Preg
Missionary at Larg
pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
5716067600

We have been blessed to participate in events around the
had a closing prayer aRéaky for Life and protection of the u
babies in the Denison area and hosted the monthly ga
pastors from the DeniSlapleton region. | was privileged to
of the Pastorsd Day on the
someof our lowa leaders and pastors to remind them to p
unborn and life in all stages of the individual. What an op

make sure leaders and people get to hear about what Goﬂ
the Hispanic ministry! We thank LWML groups st laei

support, and the many individuals and churches making sy
the support and finances to continue this special ministry
growing Hispanic community. Please continue to pray for
free to get in contact with us fajuesyions or suggestions.
are ready to come to your churches or any of your events,
to learn more about@racias and Bendiciones, Pastor Lope



mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org

By gt Ciomdon,
Galdo - Yorl . M0

Congratulatlons

Confirmands!

We celebrate your bold
confession of Christ!

Zion:

Thank you!!! | want to say thank you to my Zion
family for making me feel so appreciated and
valued! Thank you for acknowledging me on
Sunday (which was a complete surprise!) Thank
you to everyone who helped surprise me with my
beautiful flowers and gifts. Thank you to the
preschoolers and teachers for the awesome
pictures that are adorning my office door! Thank
you also for the many kind words of
appreciation. | love what | do at Zion and am
happy to do it. Thank you Kathryn and Pastor
for everything. | work with incredible people and
am truly blessed!

- Shannon

S’kcmnon Wa[ters
ﬁdm inistrative Assistant




PriscillaGuild Report

The meeting was held at Gracewell in Denison to celebrate
Mar i an Uoirtadeyemihsher9 Bhe meeting was called

to order in the name of the Triune God by Pres. Cathie Se

with 8 members, Pastor Riggert and 2 guests present
redted the LWML Pledge. Pastor Riggert gave a devoti
Easter from Luke 23. He pointed out the significance n(
women during the crucifixion and afterward, especially a1TRI N I "
burial. The women were spreaders of the rising of Christ, LUTH&ARQD'_EE%%E
apos# s di dnot believe them : , . en
proclaimers, and not just in Luke but also in Acts, womern suun

as Mary, Lydia, Dorcas, and Priscilla. We are still proclaimers of

Christds rising and saving His people.

“=E_“‘ J _‘.

L1t

Pastor also gave a briedntepn the parsonage project, that the open house will be May 4 after ch
placement will beteamed at Trinity on Wednesday, April 24, starting at 6 p.m. There will be a
give to the candidate with things to whiooane his wif®® Manilla at the ceremony. The Weavers
purchasing some new banners for the sanctuary and also some for the fellowship hall for decora
collecting clothing for Orphan Grain Train until next Tuesday.

The minutdsr om t he March 19 meeting were read an
Lorenzen moved and LeeAnn Musfeldt secondecd
was already paid. Cathie Segebart repahtedioboji Annual Meeting. It was well attended with 61
congregations sending representatives. There were also 30 LWML representatives and 10 gues

Okoboji is doing well financially. The old Ezra cabin was demolished antiolebndivasabiv. There
no new business. Bonnie Lorenzen gave Chri
20:20. Easter gives tears and laughter, sorrow and joy, and peace of mind in the Easter resureg
have a relationship with Jesus, the more joy we have in life.

ANNOUNCEMENTHhe Spring Rally is at Immanuel in Schleswig with registration at 9:00 and th
The CeChairpersons for May are Marjorie Jurgenson and Carol Lile. €Tihg iektap1, 2024. We cl
the meeting with the Lord's Prayer and the Table Prayer.

Susan Mahnke, Secretary
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Trinity News and Ndidsay 2024

Easter season worship at Trinity has led us into an exploration of the early church apdekaf]
Acts. The early Easter church was empowered, bold, gifted, and JOYFUL. Among the joy exf
of Paul and Barnabas in their missionary travels.

AAnd when the Gentil es heard t hileriyiigtiawordal
Lord, o Acts 8:48 ‘
AThe disciples were filled with T W

There is also joy among the disciples at Trinity TRI ITY-"E“IV

Joyful WORSHIPPERS

Praise God for the joyful Easter season response with weeklgringrébipttendees. The Easter s
celebration continues through May 11. On May 18, we will celebrate the Pentecost Spirit of J
join the church at large in celebrating the Holy Trinity. Worship continues at 5 p.m. eaitheSabasg
at 4 p.m. Invite family, friends, and neighbors to join you in joyful worship.

Joyful STEWARDS
The preparation of the parsonage for a new pastor and family was a huge projetd. hbhee5tegel
many updates as well as new apphkartcasew furnacedainditioner. The congregation (and frien
the challenge. Thrivent members donated
members contributed over $15,000 in other cash designation. Manyeohehes impre made i
volunteer labor. Additional donations are welcomed! Other volunteers cleaned and cleared
classrooms and meeting areas as well as outdoor clean up.

Trinity members have also been faithful stewards inteapparnitpfoudget. First quarter (January
March) general fund gifts were $34,600. Envelope and online giving are ahead of 2023 ¢
expenses were $31,800. The arrival of a new pastor will mean increased budget expdiessand
(health and retirement) and increased pastoral salary expenses. We trust the stewards of 1
joyfully and generously to the new opportunities.

JOYFUL Learners

Sunday school classes for the term will conclude on May@StEpaaky Olsen and LeAnn Christ
for coordination this yeards program. T R
treats for the children. Typically, 15 children attended each Sunday. A VBS program is plamr
early August.

Joyful adult learners gather each Saturday at 4 p.m. for a text/theme related Bible study
Wednesday group (abotit218tudents) meets to explore the inspiration of Scripture and assu
divine and saving truth.
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IOWA LCMS PASTORS’ DAY ON THE HILL

IOWA LCMS PASTORS
STAND FIRM FOR
GOD’S TRUTH FOR

LIFE IN DES MOINES

APRIL 4, 2024

HOSTED BY:

AV Lutheran
;‘g Family Service

LCMS Pastors from lowa District Easts and West gathered to learn
about critical life issues impacting lowans and to offer support,
prayer, and encouragement to legislators at the April 4, 2024, LCMS
Pastors’ Day On The Hill hosted by Lutheran Family Service.

The day began at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Urbandale with a
delicious breakfast and an informative update on life issues in lowa
regarding abortion and physician assisted suicide (PAS).

Chief Deputy Attorney General, Leif Olson, explained in detail the
importance of the upcoming lowa Supreme Court decision expected
in June 2024 pertaining to abortion and the Heartbeat Law. This
pivotal decision will define what standard the court will use in all
current and future abortion restriction in lowa - rational basis or
undue burden.

Rev. Dr. James Lamb, Life Advocate for Lutheran Family Service,
shared impactful information surrounding the importance of staying
vigilant and educating members regarding Physician Assisted Suicide
(PAS). PAS is legal in fourteen states and continues to be pursued in
lowa each year.

20




Pastors, LFS representatives,
and LCMS legislators on the
capitol’s grand staircase

Lutheran Family Service is
a  Recognized  Service
Organization (RSO) of the
Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod (LCMS) that informs,
educates, equips, and
activates our LCMS
congregations to stand up
and defend the value of
human life.

The group moved to the lowa Capitol where they were greeted by the
LCMS Caucus and State Treasurer, Roby Smith. President of lowa
District East, Brian Saunders, led the group in prayer to thank and
encourage them for the work they do to uphold the sanctity and
value of all life. Last, attendees toured the lowa Treasurer’s office and
met with or left a note for their legislators to encourage, offer prayer

and speak up on life issues.

Only together can we change hearts and minds through education,
exposing truths, and preaching God’s truth for life about the killing of
children before they are born through abortion, and physicians

assisting people in committing suicide.

Together, we are the light of His truth in this dark world. Matt. 5:14

Learn more and get |ytheranfamilyservice.org/

involved!

2024/04/pdoh
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Lucas ‘lo
. Andrea S. (né

Nulle) celebeat
Kayl ads —
Eryn R. reads h
scholarshiginning
essay on being pr
life at Crawfor
County i

DCE Kathryn lea Rally for Life.
=~ Zion preschoole
¢ in music ti

Jase H., LyleR.,and Ty G. ¢
during supper at our Discif
EventCleaning Up Your Mei
Mesded by DCE Kath

Janice a
Duane M., Dorothy

Russel H., andsigents
and guestof Accurra i
Carrol at
monthly worship service

Zion honors ol Progress
outstanding administra continues
assistant, Shannon , \ steadily or g
with flowers, commur Zionbo

gift cards, and applause
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UPCOMING

EVENTS

ZIONEEETRINITY

Please Note! All times and events are subject to change

Bible Study

May 5

May13

l .~ Maylé

Hxﬁ% May 19

MERORRL  May 27

@ June &

.......

Afternoon Communion

Service
May 16 @ I:30

Saturday before worshifriaity

Sunday after worship at Zion

Last Day of Sunday School

Fellowship Cluki{) at Zion

Zion Afternoon Communion Service (1:30 p.m.)

Graduation Breakf@<10 a.n).

MissiorDoorCffering fdProfessoBliver

Memorial Day Lunch at Zion

VBS

Mission Door Offering
Sunday, May 19

Support the Oliver Family in Taiwan in
our quarterly Mission Door Offering!
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