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Doing the Faith: Part 1 – Worship  
 
 
Christianity is something you do. Perhaps we 
should understand the word Christianity as a verb. 
Yes, at its heart is a Gospel we believe, a salvation 
that comes by grace alone, through faith alone, on 
account of Christ alone, but that faith is never 
alone. The Lutheran Confessions famously assert, 
“[I]t is impossible to separate works from faith, 
quite as impossible as to separate heat and light 
from fire.”1 We might capture this truth this way: 
Salvation is Christ’s work, which we receive by 
faith. Christianity is our work, which we do in word 
and deed.  
 
Consider the way Scripture speaks. Jesus, in the 
Great Commission, instructs His disciples to make 
more disciples by baptizing and teaching people 
to observe His word. This is an action verb. Jesus 
is instructing His future followers to keep, practice, 
and do His word. The Apostle Paul repeatedly 
writes about doing the faith. He uses the image of 
walking, exhorting Christ-followers to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called (Ephesians 4:1), to [w]alk as children 
of light (Ephesians 5:8), to walk in [Christ], 
(Colossians 2:6), to walk by the Spirit (Galatians 
5:16), and to walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4). 
John also exhorts Christ-followers to walk in the 
light (1 John 1:7). And James explicitly says, be 
does of the word (James 1:22).     
 
Scripture unambiguously teaches that the faith is 
something we do. Further, wisdom shows us that 
our doing of the faith actually reinforces the faith. 

 
1 Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, IV:11-12 

Our doing strengthens and shapes our believing. 
The church has historically captured this idea in 
the Latin phrase lex orandi, lex credenda, which 
means the law of praying is the law of believing. In 
other words, the way the church prays (or 
worships) reveals and shapes what the church 
believes. Pause to appreciate what is being said. 
The words and actions that the church repeats not 
only reveal what we believe, but they actually 
shape what we believe. Our words and actions 
shape our faith.  
 
For example, the Apostles’ Creed doesn’t just 
encapsulate the essence of the Christian faith, it 
shapes the very form of our faith, the way we 
conceptualize it and the way we express it. It 
teaches us to see God as Father, Son, and Spirit 
and to praise Him for His work of creation, 
redemption, and sanctification. The Creed shapes 
us. Churches who have rejected the historic 
creeds of the church often repeat the errors and 
heresies the creeds countered and condemned.  
 
Making the sign of the cross recalls our Baptisms, 
our hope in our bodily resurrection, and our 
willingness to suffer for the Name of Christ. It 
traces these truths over our bodies and 
strengthens our Christian confession. Standing for 
the Gospel reading reinforces our holy regard for 
the words of Jesus. They’re important enough to 
stand for. Our words and actions shape our faith.  
 
This is why the church has so carefully structured 
its liturgy and worship. What we do, sing, and say 
shape us and the faith we confess and practice. 
What we repeat changes and shapes us.  
 
Let me give you an example from everyday life. A 
few days ago I was visiting with an adult 
parishioner. She was explaining something to me 
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and she used an idiosyncratic expression multiple 
times, one of those verbal add-ons that many of 
us use mostly without realizing it. Here’s what was 
fascinating to me. A few days later I was visiting 
with her father and guess what he did: He used 
the same idiosyncratic expression multiple times 
as he was explaining something to me! His 
daughter had heard her father say that expression 
thousands of times and she had unknowingly 
incorporated it into her communication patterns. 
The regular and repeated action had shaped her.  
 
This is true across the board, in nearly every area 
of our lives. The things we do over and over, or 
see done over and over, shape us. They reinforce 
our beliefs. They make us into the people we are. 
Because this is true, we need to give special 
attention to our doing, especially when it comes to 
doing the faith. The actions of the faith are 
essential not only to practicing the faith, but they 
are essential to reinforcing the faith, to 
strengthening the habits of the faith, even to 
reinforcing the believing of the faith.   
 
For the next several months we are going to focus 
on the actions of the faith. All of us should prepare 
to be challenged. All of us should be ready to 
make changes (that will change us) because our 
regular and repeated actions shape us in profound 
ways. We may have actions/habits we need to 
stop. We may have actions/habits we need to start 
and strengthen.   
 
This month we are going to highlight the beating-
heart center of the Christian faith: corporate 
worship. In coming months we’ll consider 
individual/family Bible reading, prayer, and the 
devotional/liturgical actions of our bodies and how 
these regular and repeated actions are not only 

 
2 Corporate does not refer to a business in this context; 
it refers to a body, to the Body of Christ. Corporate 

the way we do the faith, but the way we strengthen 
and reinforce the faith we do.   
 
Doing Worship 
 
Americans steeped in the ideals of radical 
individualism have largely gutted worship of its 
corporate nature.2 They have reduced the we that 
Scripture assumes in worship to me, to “Jesus and 
me,” a very small and unbiblical understanding of 
worship.  
 
I have had numerous conversations with 
individuals who hold to this understanding of 
worship. I ask how, without corporate worship, 
they are doing the faith and the answer is 
consistently disappointing. They typically aren’t 
doing anything to do the faith. Sometimes they 
have some sort of Christian themed decorations 
on their walls. Sometimes they mention praying 
(occasionally). Sometimes they say that they talk 
about God (whenever He comes up). But at heart 
they have reduced the faith down to something 
they claim to believe, a mere checkmark in their 
mind. It simply doesn’t occur to them that the faith 
is something that is done. And, sadly, they don’t 
understand that by neglecting the actions of the 
faith they are robbing themselves of their 
formative powers.   
 
I don’t want to cast aspersion on their claimed 
faith. I pray it is indeed saving faith, but I will admit 
to struggling to understand how someone can 
claim to love Christ the Head while despising His 
Body, the church; how someone can claim to trust 
Jesus as Lord and refuse to yield their Sunday 
morning or Saturday evening to Him. Scripture is 
unwavering in its insistence that Christianity is 
something you do. And the centerpiece of doing 

worship is the gathering of the Body to worship the 
Head, Jesus.  
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the faith is corporate worship. Consider the way 
Scripture speaks: 
 

• [D]evote yourself to the public reading of 
Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching (1 
Timothy 4:13). 
 

• And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers (Acts 2:42). 
 

• Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near 
(Hebrews 10:23-25). 

 
The early Christians did these actions in corporate 
worship. They had no concept of the faith being 
only “me and Jesus.” The faith was done together, 
especially together in worship.  
 
Reflect, now, on how Martin Luther explains the 
3rd Commandment on honoring the Sabbath:  
 

We should fear and love God so that we do 
not despise preaching and His Word, but hold 
it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.  

 
Notice the we and notice the assumed gathering 
together to hear the Word preached and taught. 
Consider also how Luther explains the Third 
Article of the Apostles’ Creed on the Holy Spirit: 

 
3 But what about people who can’t, for health or safety 
or other reasons (like military deployment), gather with 
the gathered church? In these situations the church, as 
much as we are able, sends pastors and members of 
the Body of Christ to them. The church brings the Word. 

 
[The Holy Spirit] calls, gathers, enlightens, 
and sanctifies the whole Christian church on 
earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the 
one true faith. 

 
Pay special attention to the Spirit’s gathering. 
Through the proclamation of the Gospel (in Word 
and Sacrament), the Spirit gathers people to 
Jesus. We might define the church as the 
gathered people of God. And if we are the 
gathered people of God, what is being assumed 
that we will do? Gather! Specifically, gather 
around the promises of God, the promises God 
has attached to His Word and Sacraments.3  
 
Scripture simply knows nothing of the intentional 
Lone Ranger Christian. It is not a category that 
exists in Scripture. Martin Luther reacted strongly 
to this kind of thinking. Before I share his words, 
prepare to be pricked. Luther is direct. He is 
aiming for the jugular of the issue. He’s not trying 
to make nice. The truth is that he’s incredulous. 
He speaks of despising the Sacrament, that is, 
letting long periods of time elapse without 
receiving (or even desiring) it. Those who choose 
not to gather with those gathering around Word 
and Sacrament are despising the Sacrament. 
Luther writes,   
 

I call it despising when people, with nothing to 
hinder them, let a long time elapse without 
ever desiring the sacrament.  If you want such 
liberty, you may just as well take the further 
liberty not to be a Christian; then you need not 

The church brings the Sacraments. The church brings 
worship to them. Why? Because the church 
understands that the centerpiece of doing the faith is 
corporate worship.  
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believe or pray, for the one is just as much 
Christ’s commandment as the other.”4  

 
Luther’s words are strong, but he is simply 
echoing the teachings of Scripture. Christians 
gather in worship. That’s what the gathered do. 
Those who refuse to do what Christianity does are 
not doing the faith. Corporate worship is part of 
how we do the faith.  
 
In corporate worship, then, a beautiful and 
surprising thing happens. God comes to us. God 
acts for us. God does something for us. Here’s 
how our church body expressed it in the 
introduction to one of our former hymnals: 
 

The rhythm of our worship is from him to us, 
and then from us back to him. He gives his 
gifts, and together we receive and extol them. 
We build one another up as we speak to one 
another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs. Our Lord gives us his body to eat and 
his blood to drink. Finally his blessing moves 
us out into our calling, where his gifts have 
their fruition.  

 
As we do the faith by gathering in corporate 
worship, God does forgiveness, life, and salvation 
for us. When we gather we receive. This is why I 
regularly encourage us to make the church the 
thing around which 
everything else must move. 
I want us to put God’s gifts 
in the middle. This isn’t just 
because they’re good; it’s 
also because they have 
God’s promises attached to 
them, and these promises 
are permanent.  
 

 
4 Large Catechism, The Sacrament of the Altar, 49. 

Think through everything else in your life. Do any 
of them have God’s permanent promises of life 
and salvation attached to them? Does your job 
have these promises attached to it? Do your 
hobbies? What about your pickup or your house 
or your equipment? Has God attached these 
promises to your health or to your relationships? 
No. Not one of them. They may all be good gifts 
from God, but they do not have God’s permanent 
promises attached to them.  
 
All of them, like vapor or smoke, will vanish. 
Someday, somebody else will occupy your office 
or drive your route. Someday, somebody else will 
toss out what you’ve spent countless hours 
making. Someday, somebody else will drive your 
pickup or watch TV in your living room or use your 
equipment. Even our relationships are cut short by 
time, chance, and death. Wouldn’t it be supremely 
foolish, then, to make any one of these things the 
thing around which everything else in your life has 
to move? Doing the faith means putting corporate 
worship in the middle and building our lives around 
it.  
 
And it means teaching this to the next generation. 
When they ask, Why do we go to church? We can 
answer, Because it’s where God has placed His 
promises. It’s where God has provided 
permanence. It’s where we receive God’s gifts. It's 
where we encourage one another. It’s what the 
gathered do. We gather. Because it’s how we do 
the faith.  
 
Zion and Trinity, let’s do corporate worship. Let’s 
do it with gusto. Let’s do it with joy. Let’s do the 
faith together. – Pastor Conner  
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(Illustration by Jennifer 
Trafton from This Glad & 
Golden Hour. Words by 
Edmund Sears from the 
hymn, It Came Upon a 
Midnight Clear) 

 

Look now! For 
glad golden 
hours… 

Awhile, ago I bought John a record player to help 
bring some analog commercial free slow listening 
back into our home. Over the last year we have 
slowly been growing our vinyl collection and for 
our anniversary this year John gifted me the 
soundtrack to a Charlie Brown Christmas. Talk 
about the sounds of nostalgia filling the home as 
you unpack the Christmas tree and introduce our 
boys to the whimsy of A Charlie Brown Christmas.  
 
The holidays are always full of traditions. From the 
food we eat, to the clothes we wear (matching if 
mama can get away with it, am I right?!?!), to the 
music we fill our homes with. Advent and 
Christmastide are a season that fills all our 
senses. The smell of cookies baking, the sound of 
the same old Christmas songs from years gone 
by, the taste of the holiday feasts, and the touch 
of each ornament hung lovingly for one more year 
on a beautifully lit tree.  
 
The habits and traditions hold memories and form 
us as a family, as a culture around what is truly 
important. These things matter and choosing 
carefully the traditions we keep and the ones we 
let go of are important. Choosing to embrace a 
Christ centered home and Christmastide is 
important. Setting out advent calendars that 
remind us that we will soon be celebrating the birth 
of our Lord Christ Jesus. Maybe lighting an advent 
wreath on our dining room table each night at 

dinner time as a small way to keep Jesus the 
reason for the season. Finding fun family 
devotionals that will engage all ages (see my 
resources recommendations). Curating playlists, 
vinyls, cds or streaming services that play all the 
best Christmas music and hymns, as well as 
picking some great old movies to ring in the 
season. I mean is it even Christmas time if you 
don’t watch White Christmas and watch Danny 
kay and Bing Crosby?  
 
So as you make your to do list this holiday 
seasons consider carefully adding or subtracting 
holiday habits and traditions that help you and 
your loved ones to slow down and feast on the 
word of God. On his goodness, on the light in the 
darkness. Where joy and grief intermingle in these 
glad and golden hours. Here a few books you can 
consider adding to your collections and traditions 
this year:  
   

Advent 
Devotionals for 
the whole 
family!  
 
The Biggest Story 
Advent 
Are you looking for 
some great reads or traditions to add to your family 
throughout Advent? I have two great books to 
consider. The first is by Crossways who have 
produced The Biggest Story Bible, board book and 
curriculum that I have been using in our 6th grade 
confirmation class. They very recent published a 
new Advent book called: The Biggest Story 
Advent. It is a stunningly beautiful book you can 
beginning reading on Dec 1st. The book itself is a 
board book that can be used by all ages. Each day 
has a short one-page reading, followed by a 
prayer. Along with the reading there is a fun door 
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for little ones to open that shows a gorgeous 
illustration and bible verse to read that coincides 
with that day’s reading. 
Here is the brief introduction to the book by the 
author, Kevin DeYoung: 
“You may notice that this Advent book does not 
tell the traditional Christmas story—at least not in 
the traditional way. Instead of recounting familiar 
scenes full of shepherds, angels and wisemen, 
this book focuses on the prophecies leading up to 
the Christmas story. You might think of it as the 
story before the story—or, better yet, as a fuller 
version of the Biggest Story.  
 
To that end I have highlighted twenty-four 
promises from the Old Testament about the 
coming Messiah, plus a final chapter that 
summarizes the birth of Christ from Matthew 1. 
Many of the Old Testament prophecies will be 
well-known to most Christians. Other prophecies 
will be less familiar. Both kinds of promises are 
important in showing not only that the birth of 
Christ was directly predicted, but also that the 
coming of Deliverer fulfilled the larger story of 
God’s redemptive purposes for his people.  
 
My prayer is that in telling the familiar Christmas 
story in a slightly unfamiliar way I can help parents 
and grandparents, as well as children and young 
people, come to see the breadth and length and 
height and depth of God’s love for us in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” – Kevin DeYoung, The Biggest 
Story ADVENT. 

 
Glad & Golden Hours 
The second 
recommendations are 
for those who are 
looking for fun 
traditions, recipes, or 
traditions to start. It is a 
beautiful but lengthy 

book about the advent and Christmastime season. 
It includes fun crafts, traditions and recipe to 
consider adding to your advent season. And is 
called Glad & Golden Hours by Lanier Ivester. It’s 
a bit more cookbook and craft projects but is 
beautifully written and helps bring together the 
beauty and joy of the advent and Christmastide 
even as it can coexist with grief and sorrow. As we 
wait for Christmas and the feast that is to come. It 
has over 70 holiday recipes and craft activities, 
more than 200 whimsical illustrations and 
devotions and reflects to help bring more meaning 
and depth to the Advent and Christmas seasons. 
  
Shadow & Light  

And as always, my tried-
and-true go to Advent 
devotional for my 
personal bible study 
time is Tsh 
Oxenreider’s, Shadow & 
Light. I’ve recommend 
this and her Lenten 
devotional in past 
newsletters. It’s simply 

wonderfully done, and has bible passages, a 
devotional, prayer, and multi-media art and music 
to look up that coincides with each day’s readings. 
It’s one I keep coming back to year after year and 
I truly love this for this season.   

--DCE Kathryn 
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A Note on 
Saint Nicholas 
 
Mark 10:17-22 
“And as He was 
setting out on His 
journey, a man ran 
up and knelt 
before Him and 
asked Him, “Good 
Teacher, what 
must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” And 

Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? 
No one is good except God alone. You know 
the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not 
commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear 
false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your 
father and mother.’” And he said to Him, 
“Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 
And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said 
to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 
Disheartened by the saying, he went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions.”  
 
During the month of December, we are all gearing 
up for this season of tidings of great joy for all the 
people. We all enter into a time of nostalgia where 
decorations begin to change with a Christmas tree 
brought into the house (either artificial or a live 
tree). Lights are put up. Stockings are hung, 
cookies are baked, Advent wreaths are brought 
out, nativity scenes are set up, and yards are 
decorated. And in the midst of this season is a 
figure dressed in red and white and often bearded 
and jolly. 
 
This figure is known in present America as Santa 
Claus. However, there was a man who lived from 
270 – 343 AD. He is said to have died on 

December 6th. However, surrounding his life were 
stories of his generosity. Historians of the early 
church from the 500s often cited a source that has 
been lost to us in modernity to speak of the life of 
this man named Nicholas of Myra.  
 
Nicholas of Myra is said to have been heavily 
impacted by the story of the Rich Young Man. This 
led him to view charity as a primary way of 
humbling himself before the Lord and living the 
Christian life. He often gave to the poor dooring 
the dark of night so that he could keep Matthew 
6:3-4 which says, “But when you give to the 
needy, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, so that your giving 
may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you.” 
 
Nicholas grew up and became the bishop of Myra, 
and even attended the Council of Nicaea from 
which we received the Nicene Creed. Most 
histories agree that Nicholas had an encounter 
with the heretic Arius, though, the histories which 
rely on the lost work titled “Life of Saint Nicholas” 
disagrees with the histories which rely on oral 
traditions which were passed down for 
generations. The oral traditions were compiled 
about 600 years later by Michael the 
Archimandrate who shares that oral tradition 
shares that the encounter between Nicholas of 
Myra and the heretic being more heated than 
those found in written histories which have been 
lost.  
 
Also found in the oral tradition is a story of 
Nicholas of Myra saving three children from a 
butcher during a famine. Another oral tradition 
mentions that Nicholas made it such a habit to toss 
money bags to the poor during the dark of night 
that the poor in his region would occasionally stay 
up some nights waiting for him.  
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The oral traditions cannot be proven, and may 
have been changed over time. 
 
However, one agreement between the histories of 
Eustratius and Michael the Archimandrate is that 
the charity of Nicholas during the famine is what 
led him to become so popular during his time and 
even led many to hold him as an example of the 
charity of a Christian who holds the love of God in 
Christ Jesus for His fellow man. 
 
Saint Nicholas of Myra would never have liked to 
have been found out for his charity or love for his 
neighbor, but, now that histories have been made 
and oral traditions were passed, it is right to 
recognize that Saint Nicholas of Myra wouldn’t 
have wished for his name to be passed on as the 
reason to celebrate the birth of Jesus. He was a 
man who sought to give without gaining anything 
in return. He was a man 
who recognized the needy 
people in his region and he 
kept the Scriptures by trying 
to keep his giving secret 
even between his right 
hand and his left hand. 
 
Saint Nicholas of Myra 
would point each of us to 
the Son of God, Jesus 
Christ as the reason for the 
love that is found in our 
hearts. Jesus is the reason 
for the season. 
 
We can still use the stories 
and histories of Saint 
Nicholas as a great 
example for us to give gifts 
during this season as a way 
to show our Christian love 
for our neighbors and 

especially for those closest to us; our family and 
friends. 
 
However, between Saint Nicholas of Myra and our 
Lord Jesus Christ, only one died for us; thus giving 
us the greatest gift of all. Only one rose again on 
the third day. Jesus Christ is the only one who 
saves. And during this season of Advent which 
leads to Christmas, we have the opportunity to 
reflect of the life of Jesus and how it should impact 
our lives like Saint Nicholas of Myra did with Mark 
10. So, we can reflect on Scripture. Repent of our 
sins. Turn from our evil ways of living, and learn to 
live in a new way with love for God and one 
another in our hearts each day. 
 
Glad tidings to you all with joy in Christ Jesus, the 
baby born in Bethlehem! – Pastor Staehr 
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Are you getting our texts?  
 
In September we (Zion) moved to a new communication platform (Gloo). Are you 
receiving our texts? If not, you either haven’t shared your cell number with us or our 
texts are going to your spam. Below are directions on how to “un-spam” Zion’s number 
(833-421-4564). If you have difficulties, please contact Zion and we will help you. And, 
if you would like to receive communication from Zion, along with our monthly Mission 
& Ministry update, text the number above with your name and say “add me.”  
 
To Un-spam a number:  
 

On Android (using Google Messages app) 
1. Open the Messages app. 
2. Tap the three-dot menu icon (often in the top right corner). 
3. Tap "Spam & blocked" or a similar option. 
4. Find the conversation you want to unmark. 
5. Tap the conversation. 
6. Tap the "Not spam" option, which should appear at the top of the message. This will move the 

conversation back to your regular inbox.  
 

On iPhone 
To mark a number as not spam on your iPhone, open the Phone app, tap on Recents, then tap the information icon 
(i) next to the mistakenly flagged number. Scroll down and select "Report as Not Spam". This action will submit the 
correction to the phone's spam protection service, preventing future calls from that number from being marked as 
spam.  
Here are the steps in detail:  

1. Open the Phone app: on your iPhone. 
2. Tap on "Recents": to view your call history. 
3. Find the number/text: that was mistakenly marked as spam and tap the information icon (i) to its right. 
4. Select "Report as Not Spam."  
5. Confirm: the action if prompted. 
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Preschool Praises for November   
 
November was a full month of learning, fun, and gratitude in our preschool classroom! We began the month with 
our Fall Festival, where families joined us in the fellowship hall for food, games, and prizes. The children loved 
showing off their Halloween costumes, and we are so thankful to all the volunteers who helped make the event 
such a fun and memorable success. 
 
Throughout the month, we spent time talking about thankfulness and exploring the many blessings God has given 
us. We met a few characters, Miss Bee Polite and Mr. Bee Thankful, who helped us practice kindness, gratitude, 
and making “green choices.” 
 
We enjoyed a variety of Thanksgiving-themed activities, including creating playdough turkeys, painting and crafting, 
reading festive books, and singing seasonal songs. We also had fun games like Find the Turkey, which encouraged 
patience, turn-taking, and listening skills. A special guest, Mrs. De Langel, visited and read us a story about five 
turkeys and even brought a craft and a yummy turkey-themed treat! 
 
Our Bible learning continued to grow this month. During chapel with Pastor Conner, we heard stories about Noah’s 
Ark, the Tower of Babel, and most recently, Abraham and Sarah and God’s promise to them.  
 
We’ve continued preparing for our upcoming Christmas Concert, learning songs and motions with Miss Kathryn. 
The children are shining brighter every week, and we’re excited to share these songs during the Advent Service on 
December 10th at 5:45 PM. 
 
Along the way, we focused on school readiness skills such as following directions, taking turns, practicing good 
manners, and sharing kindness with our classmates. We also enjoyed some beautiful fall weather — crunching 
through leaves, collecting them for crafts, and taking short outdoor walks. 
 
We look forward to a festive December as we begin exploring the Christmas story and celebrating the birth of Jesus! 
 
Blessings, 
Miss Amy & Miss Melanie 
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Thank you for loving these 
children and enabling Zion 
to share the love of Jesus 
with them and their 
families!  
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Rev. Pedro Lopez, Asst. to the President  
Missionary at Large, 

pedro@iowadistrictwest.org,  
571-606-7600 

Warmest greetings in the precious name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We pray that the mercy and grace of God overflow you 
with all kinds of blessings.  
 
Here we are again this month and approaching the Christmas 
season. We are reaching out and seeking people that want to 
hear the word of God: by means of the English, music and Bible 
studies around IDW. We ask the Lord to allow us to meet new 
people and not only help them by teaching them English, but for 
them to hear the word of God that we share through this program 
so that they can join our congregation at any of our sites. Our 
Schedule continues to be the same for praise, prayer, Bible study 
and for the Sunday worship services. 

Our newest ESL class in Deloit has been a 
blessing to our volunteers, teachers and 
students. We have class every Monday and 
Wednesday from 6:30 – 8:30pm. We are 
planning the closing session for the end of 
November; this becomes a great opportunity to 
meet the rest of the family of our students. They 
invite lots of people for a night of celebration 
and community, and many get to hear the Word 
of God in our last day of class and get to know 
more about our churches and ministry. 

At St. Paul Carroll our ESL class will finish on November 25; 
another opportunity to celebrate and share the message of Jesus 
and invite families of our students to church. We continue to have 
our Saturday Praise, Prayer and Bible study in the evenings. 

At St. John Storm Lake, we continue helping 
with the swaddling clothes program they offer 
every second Saturday of the month. They are 
doing such a great job with that, and we are so 
glad to participate as this gives us an 
opportunity to meet new Spanish speaking 
people and invite them to our church. 

At St. Paul Hartley, we will finish our ESL class on November 24. 
We have them on Mondays and Thursdays here. We would like 
to thank Pastor Nixel, his wife Heather, and volunteers who run 
this without me on Mondays since I am at Faith-Deloit, at the 
same time. 

Prayer Requests  
 

• Our current ministries at Grace and St. 
John- Storm Lake, St. Paul-Carroll, St. 
Paul Hartley and Amigos en Cristo-
Denison for Faith in Early and Faith in 
Deloit.  

• For Guillermo Ledezma of Springfield VA. 
I was the guest preacher Sunday the 16th 
there as he was ordained and installed as 
the new Pastor for Iglesia Luterana 
“Nueva Vida”, the church we develop and 
chartered before coming here to IDW.  

• For me and my wife that the Lord 
continues to bless us and give us what we 
need to continue his work. 

 
Bendiciones, Pastor Lopez 

mailto:pedro@iowadistrictwest.org
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Ladies Guild Minutes Summary  
 
The regular meeting of the Ladies Guild was held on November 12,2025. Pastor 
Conner opened with prayer and a reading from Psalm 46. “God is our Refuge and our 
salvation.” Pres. Nancy called the meeting to order in the name of the Triune God. 
League Pledge was recited. November birthdays and anniversaries were announced. 
Roll noted 12 present. Secretary report read and approved. Financial Reports 
presented.  
 

Committee Report: Human Care reported they donated 38 quilts to Orphan grain train this past month. They are 
quilting every Thursday, anyone is welcome to come and quilt, cut blocks or sew quilt tops at home. Coffee is 
served after quilting. No old business.  
 

New Business: There will be a survey going in the church bulletin, in hopes of getting new guild members to join. 
Meeting times will be looked at after surveys are back. Officers with ending terms were secretary and treasurer, 
Gloria agreed to do 2 more years, and Karen Reinke also will stay on as Treasurer. Linnet agreed to continue as 
kitchen treasurer. Sue Puck nominated cease to vote, with Joene seconding, those present all I.  
 

Advent Concert will be Dec. 7th at 6:30pm. There will be a sign up sheet for bringing bars. Cynthia made a motion 
for bars, Sue seconding, those in present all I. We will serve cider, coffee as well. Sue is getting a Thrivent card 
for needed items.  
 

Discussion after the meeting: Sue looking into having Deb’s make the baked goods for us. Hall decorating 
discussed and Shannon will bring her nativity sets for the tables. Nancy will Check if the Confirmation kids will 
decorate the tree in the hall. Table Prayer and Lords Prayer recited. The meeting adjourned. Janet Smith served 
lunch.  
 

Secretary, Gloria Ewoldt 
 

 Zion Fellowship Club—December 2025 
 

 
 
 
The congregation exits the Christmas service singing “Joy to the World”! The “Praises Past and Present” 
exploration for December’s Fellowship Club gathering will be the hymn written by Isaac Watts.  We will study 
Psalm 98 (the Biblical inspiration for the hymn) and then look closely at the lyrics of the hymn (LSB#387).  The 
Fellowship Club will gather on Monday afternoon, December 8 at 1:30 p.m. 

 
The “fellowship” time will be a sharing of favorite Christmas treats—cookies, candy, breads, etc.  The group will 
also consider end of the year mission designations.  Guests are always welcome! 
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Haleigh A. and Joshua W. celebrate 
the baptism of their son, Cade.  

Zion members 
celebrate a 
fantastic potluck 
on our 125th 
anniversary 
celebration 
Sunday.  

Matt and Brooke L. celebrate 
the baptism of their daughter 
Isla.  

Zion preschoolers 
surprise Shannon and 
Pastor Conner with their 
hand colored pictures.  

God carpeted Zion’s 
yard in autumnal 
splendor.  

Zion’s HS youth attend the 
gathering’s mass event.  
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Please Note! All times and events are subject to change 
 
Bible Study Sunday mornings @ Zion following worship  
 (AI & the Need for Real Wisdom) 
 
December 3, 10, 17 Midweek Advent Services  
 Zion: 5:45 w/ meal following 
 Trinity: 5:30 meal, 6:30 service  
 
December 7 Advent Concert  
 6:30 Woodwind Quartet  
 7:00 Concert  
 
December 14 Zion Voters’ Meeting  
 After worship  
 
December 16 Celebrate Life Meeting (6:30 p.m.) at Manning Library  
 
December 14 Children’s Christmas Programs   
 6:00 p.m. special music 
 6:30 p.m. programs  
 
December 18  Afternoon Communion Service at Zion (1:30 p.m.) 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve Services  

3:00 and 7:00 p.m. at Zion  
7:00 p.m. at Trinity  

 
December 25 Christmas Day  
 9:00 a.m. service at Trinity  
 10:00 Brunch and Hymn Sing at Zion  
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3. Gene & Colene Lohrmann 
4. Karl & Angela Albertsen 
5. Steve & Nancy Muhlbauer 
8. Richard & Beth Mundt 
10. Wyatt & Sylvia Bandow (T) 
12. Robert & Linnet Nissen 
13. Greg & Amber Neumann 
14. Keith & Tonya Benna 
      Bruce & Mary Grimm 
23. Carl & Carol French 
29. Glen & Shirley Ahrendsen 
      Kent & Karen Vollstedt 

 

December Birthdays and Anniversaries @ Zion & Trinity 

1. Robert Ewoldt 
    Takara Hoffmeier 
2. Melodie Boell (T) 
    Renee Grimm 
    Kamryn Ketcham 
    Stephen Muhlbauer 
    Emma Pryor 
4. Ryker Diersen 
    Janet Gruhn 
    Tracie Kurth 
5. Tiffani Beck 
    Jase Hull 
    Ross Kusel 
6. Melissa Lesle 
    JoAnn Petersen 
    Eryn Ramsey 
    Nancy Wanninger 
7. Beverly Graves 
    Mike Heaton 
8. Owen Grabill 
    Annette Hilsabeck 
    Brian Stoberl 
9. Deb Birks (T) 
    Piper Doyel 
    Wade Ranniger 
10. Athena Bess 
      Breyton Johnson 
      Keaton Otto 
      Martin Wanninger 
11. Michell Lile (T) 
     Jaxen Vollstedt 
12. Everlynn Bauer 
      Mike Bruch 
      Zoey Heaton 
      Pam Sebring (T) 
13. Tricia Beck 
       Courtney Grabill 
14. JR Halbur 
      Rachel Hofbauer 
      Neeka Jacobsen 
 

 

15. Miranda Lingle (T) 
17. Octavia Hodne  
      Lonnie Jahn (T) 
      Taylor Roe 
18. Zane Diersen 
      Addison Weller 
20. Casie Eischeid 
      Courtney Eischeid 
      Kourtney Jimmerson 
21. Carson Swanson (T) 
22. Kathy Vollstedt 
23. Shane Boeck (T) 
     Joyce Schroeder 
     Gary Witt 
24. Brittany Page 
25. Ben Booth 
      Chris Greving 
      Carol Joens (T) 
26. Brody Chapman 
      Larry Mahnke 
      Laurene Meeves 
27. Eric Ramsey 
28. Blake Diersen 
      Elissa Riesberg 
      Billy Weitl 
29. Caden Muhlbauer 
30. Kristen Bieret 
      Ginger Wardrip 
31. Larry Ahrendsen 
      Amber Ehlers 
      Ellie Ranniger 
 

Anniversaries  
Birthdays   (T = Trinity) 

If we missed or 
misspelled your 

name, please inform 
the church office.  

 

In Our Prayers  

Bruce Rutz, Steve Rutz, Athena Bess, Kaui Meyer, Jim 
Deevers, Rick Spack, Sherri Steffes, Judy Reinke (Ernie’s 
sister-in-law), Karen Vollstedt, Stacey Rolenz, Ashley Myers 
(daughters of Shelly Helmich), Gene Mahnke, Gary & Joyce 
Schroeder, Martin Wanninger, Bev Grundmeier, Darlene 
Vollstedt, Howard Roe, Curtis Hofbauer  

 

Baptisms: 
Isla Anne Long, daughter of Matt & Brooke Long, November 
16, 2025, Pastor Jonathan Conner 
Cade Bennet Walker, son of Joshua Walker & Haleigh 
Alexander, November 22, 2025, Pastor Jonathan Conner 
 
Holly, Kyler, Kazic, Kenzo, and Kamilla Galicia November 15, 
2025, Pastor Zachary Staehr (Trinity) 
 

Official Acts  


