this
B’@ devotions entails a regular ritual of reading
hearing, reflectiog and consid
Doing the Faith: Devotions Word.

Christianity, as we have detailed in our tw@ne of the keys to devotions is establishin
previous articles, is something you do,them as a individiahilyritual. Rituals are
something we may better conceptualize as gegular and repeated actions to which we
verbHere is how we expressed this: Salvationascribe meanirand from which we derive
is Christodos work, W hberfeflt Folv Bxamiplé, Caghlet¥se ofted Yhavé
Christianity is our work, which we do in word angtegame rituals (certain foods, music, warm
degd.We n_elnforce _thls faith through our yps) that they regularty to perform to help
actions, habits, and ritbials. calm and focus thétastors will often kneel to

. ' _pray (to calm their nerves and to ask God
In our first two articles we addressed the actiofyork through them) before dregckermon.
of worshipspecificallshe threeimensiaal Employees will often enjoy a cup of coffee

gathering of the gat Befofetwdrk toRdhd Wway €iwerR) a$@ d
gifts of forgiven@sandthe action of Bible  calming/preparatory ritual.

reading (remember, Nousty Bibles!),
specifically the practickVofd before World  Rjtuals provide anchor points, safe and

andThe Regular Return predictable harbarstheofterchaotioceans
_ of our livesTo state the obvious: We need
This month we turn to devotims. have ritualsindividu&amilylevotions are important

surely heard pastors and pagies speak  spiritual rituals that will anchor us in the faith ar

about and exhort hearp®idé safeCandipietictadl€ Mafbbré fOrnod
we rarely detail what that means or what iggys.

entails. Thus the reason I 6m writing this
I'n the following par Fgdlya#hy ladt Qe oOpPefated! néed t
a method IfGIiOIng famlly/md|V|duaI devotions. make clear that | will |ay aoutethod for
devotiond.am not writing abthéway. The
Before | do, though, | want to address a fewpeautiful thing about devotions is that they ca
items as preface. First, what are devotions? Thge customizellyou have a devotion ritual that

word gives us a clue. You can hear the worgs working for you/your family, fantastic! Tak
devotendevotiondDevotions, then, would be what is usef ul from \

about devoting ourselves to something. Inthis gnore the rest. You
case, weoOre devoti ngwhoautr sies ny egsodit im@do Be@dbtlte &

intentionally setting apart time to hear His Worgtual of individual/family devotions.
and to reflect on At heart, then, doing

IWe have referred t text he(the things af thé faith that we do)nboth teveald wha
orandi, lex credéifthe law of praying is the law of we believe astiapes what we believe.
believingf he churchoés practice of praying/worshiping
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Before | get into the meat of the article, | alsdoing this as an individual, consider reading

want to acknowledge tloaes people enjoy  out loud. It will add a layer of hearing and e

devotional book#ortals of Prayds a dimension of focus.

perennial favorite. Mhayealso appreciated ,

thedepth and breadth of Concordia Publishingg® = What 6 s your one t|

H o u Sreassy of Daily Praperd you have

heard DCE Kathryn recommend excellentWh e n youobdve finished

devotional resourdes previous newsletters member of the family to shardaheithing,

and me recommend The Lent Project andone thing that stood out to theat

Advent Project online from Biola Unikersity. encouraged them or challenged them or

this article, h o we v ebewildered thematk abouegv etr y 0 8 &

devotional books/webpages and give you ahing You can decide how long the

method for how to read Scripture successfullgonversatismwill continue. Some days it may

as an individual/family (as a complement tmnly last a couple minutes. Some days it ma

Word before Woddd The Regular Return |l ast |l onger. And don

which | detailed last month). what a particular text means. God gave you
pastor for that! Call/text/email/stop in and as

Scalable Individual/Family  your question#. you are doing this as an

1 Devotions individual, consider journaling your ore thing
developing a regular ritual with a friend or fami

The heading here i s menmbecenter@chint your ddtaing | 0 m ¢

to share is intended to be scalableher -

words, you might not be able to do everythings. | Confess the Creed

everydayand thatdos okay. Life 1snot al ways

predictable or regular, but you should strivett/hen you have finish

do something every day. This is about rituat, hi n g, confess the A

about establishing a safe harbor for your sodbud. Th€&reed is a tremendous gift from the

and a solidnchor point for your mind. early generations of the church to the latter. N
only does it succinctly summarize the truths c

| Read Scripture Scriptureenabling uwonfidenttp confess our

faith in our Triune Guut, it provides the first

To start, pick a book of the Bible. You get tdine of defense against false teachings. If yo

choosédf this is a new ritual for you, start in oneare raising children, give this gift and protectio

of the Gospels or the Psalms or Proverbsto your children. If {ree alone or do devotions

These are great entry poirtien pick how by yourseltelebratéits gift and treasure this

muchyou want to read. It could be one chapterprotection. Confess@need. Out loud.

or even part of a chapter. If you are doing this

as a family, you should read this out loud. You

can designate who reads it. Dads, you should

take a key leadership role irfcthesfiyou are



Scripture reading an
w= _ What was your high/low? highs and lowGver timgour familyill learn

how to pray for each other and how to le
After the Creed, give everyone the opportunit$cripture inform your prayers.
to share their high and their low from their day.
What was the thing they enjoyed most about f youdre i nterested
their day and t?Wbat t h itordegScripture guidelyouwl praydr, | recomnter
made them happy? What made them sadRe v . Dr . Matt hew Har
What excited them? What frustratedAiem? c¢c hur c h body) transl a
with the fAone t hi ng, dookldtonprayeremrtiti&mpla Way to®ihy v
may find great benefit in journaling your highshave copies available in my éffea. e 6 s
and lows and/or committing to this with a friengimple summary: Read the text and ask thes
If you are doing this as a family, this is a key paguestions:
of your family devotions. This is the part that
establishes a time and a place for sharing, for § What is this text teaching me?
listening, and for supporting, wisitticas! for 1 What in the text moves me to thanksgiving’

family unity and iderfatyd will pay dividends  q what in the text moves me to confess my
far into the future as children grow, marry, and sjn?

begin families of their owhis will be a key

piece in strengthening the family Ibomidi. Asyouanswer those questigoago to God

allow parents and siblings opportunities tqn prayeiyoucan tell God wiyab uléasned.
celebrate together amgrieve together. Itwill  Youcan t hank Him for w

pull individuals out of themselves and situatgivenyou Youc a n confess t

them within the famys  wi t h t he dippde® Ard thiol@n cdnsider how the

you can decide how long this piece of devotiongxt might moyeuto lift someone else up in
continues. Some days you may have to havgrayer,

Al ightnimg placndhg Il i mits on

conversatiofor the sake of time. Some days when the prayers con

you may have time to linger longer. You get tprayerout loud Even i f y O U

decide. devotions alonefangpr a:
=" consider doing it out loud. As witrebd

= Pray saying it out loudcuses your mirahd

reduces distractiorend we need to have our

When you have finished sharing highs and lowsjind focused! How often have you startec
pray. You can decide how this will work best fg§raying silently and discovered several minute
you/ your family. | N @térrthathy@ud migd whrllidted Bfbeferé yoi
the dayo (our systemffpisteddm PRAYyNEg CHU
tendency to fight overwham itis)praysand mi nd wonoét wander du
then | pray. These prayers can draw from thenakeocusing easier.

themes or teachings communicated in your
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The more you pray t WerdldeallyDddovall clidosa g gerse f(om n
reflect on it), the more you realize haw it is Scripture to speak over each child individuall
beautiful gift from our Lord Jesus thatwhile he makes the sign of the cross on thel
encompasses everything we need for body anfibrehead.

sou.l t 6s worth prMayin ng out | oud dail y.
Luther, in his Large Cateclagtuolledthe This simple act has the power to profoundl
Lordbés Prayer: impact children. Imagine your child(ren) hearir

this personalblessing spoken over them
God takes the initiative and puts into ourthousands of times during their childhood. D
mouths the very words and approach weyou think it will stay with them? Absolutely
are to use. In this way we see how deeplyThey will surely forget many things about the
concerned he is about our needs, and wechildhood, but a personal blessinGefdofar
should never doubt that such prayer Mom) spoken over them thousands ®istime
pl eases him and wi |somethisagstiey wiltrenyemberethein entire e
Thus there is nobler prayer to be found Parents, bless your children.
on earth, for it has the powerful testimony
that God loves to hear it. This we should noNow we have the basic outline for devotions

trade for all the riches in the #orld. Letds discuss hoYouwe
_ can decide when in your day you will establis
L Bless this individual/family ritual, but it needs to g

somewhere. Like | said earlier, though, the
After sPhayéeoyrddl ess beauty of sdalabhei devgtions is dhhtlyou cat
address the individual in a moment. Riehlly, scale them to your particular situation on you
will speak a concluding blessimigican be particular day. f8e days are hectic and full.
something like this: The grace of our Lord Jesudn these days you may choose only to do higF
Christ, the love of God, and the communionad nd | ows, bl essings,
the Holy Spifit be with us all, Amen. Notice end until late (getting home late from a ballgar
the symbol of the cross. This is an invitation tor concert). On these days you may simply d
make the sign of t he blessingsasd bed. But someglayy loghtoar
this in a moment, but for now mark the invitatiothe full ritual: Bible, one thing, Creed, highs an

lowspr ayer s/ Lordds Pray
At this point devotions are done, but the
more piece that remains until just beforeBecause these are scalable devotions, you ar
bedtime. This is the personal blessing. This caftiee to choosewithout guilt'whatworks for
look different in different families, but theyou, but no matter what, you will always, at th
personal blessing is the opportuniBador very least, do blessings and bed. This takes,
andloMom t o bl ess t hei rmosththreed misutes. vButt theseG midutes,

2The Large Catechism, Third Part: The Lordés Pr
2223.
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multiplied by thousands of repetitions, pay hugeromises into three dimensions so that you ca
dividends for children, even into adulthdod. feel them. And by repeating them this ritua
emphasized before, the point is not doingeinforces your confessi@x ©Erandi, lex
everythingevery day; the point is doing credendli

somethingvery day. The point is the repetition

of the ritual. I, thad s tOheeof the eepsent Christiamsihave straggledn
gives the ritual its staying power. practice the faith [

reduced it to an idea that sits inactive in ou
Make the sign of the cross headspace. That needs to change. Our actior

threedimensionalize our confession. Our
Let 6s retur n Whatwhouldo tdions helmud émbodyadiession. And our
the individual d d a fritu@srbring dureconféssian thtd sur lived raalit
recommend the following. In fact, | recommend
this for everyondake the sign of the cross As | sai d bef amethodtowh a
Despite what some have claimed, thisisnotael p you do this. De
Roman Catholic practice. Yes, Roman Catholicaready doing, you may incorporate all or non
make the sign of the cross, but the crossisnaif what | 6ve shared.
limited to any one confession. The crosssuggestions; the point is establishing regula
belongs to everyone for whom Jesus diedituals to embody your confeséibna t (e
(which is everyon®ake the sign of the cross shared is one way, one way that is doable, an
and call the following to mind: one way that works. Whether you adopt this we
is up to you, but whatever you do, do the faitt
9 I am baptized into Christ. I Pastor Conner
1 Jesus died for this body.
9 Jesus will raise this body.
11 have just traced the shape of suffering
over me. | am prepared to suffer to confess
Jesus.
11 have just traced the shape of forgiveness
over me. There is forgiveness for me.
11 have just traced the shape of hope over
me. There is hope for me.

There is power in this simple action and in these
simple confessions. And by physically tracing
the cross over your body, you are able to feel
these promise¥ou can feel them on your
forehead, in your stomach, and on your
shouldersThese promises are for your body.
Making the sign of the cross brings these
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CF&) Update

Dear Zion members,

| wanted to follow up with how December ended financially. The good news is that Zion ended in the
black. This means we had enough giving receipts to cover all budgeted expenses for 2025. Zion also
received several generous gifts for the roof loan and for the Preschool. In 2024 total gifts were at a
level of $510,600 and in 2025 it ended at $482,194. This is down significantly from the 2023 and 2024

giving levels.

Now looking forward to the 2026 budget that was approved at the voters’ meeting in December. The
$500,000 budget will require monthly giving to be at or above $41,670. | plan to continue to provide
transparency and communication on the level of monthly giving. This will hopefully help Zion cash flow
be better from month to month.

Thank you for your generosity and love and support for Zion's mission.
Drew Puck (Acting CFO)

Roof Loan (20 year note) Special gifts to the
Beginning balance: $350,000 roof are welcome!

$249,510
remaining
as of Dec. 31

0‘;/6 29I% 106%
The sooner we pay it off, the more resources
we have to invest in the mission and ministry.

I EB 5 lowa State L lowa rayer AVE L ucheran
L » X Tamiily Serdice
.‘1‘?. ‘illll‘_\,' ’u\‘1fg

2026 Capitol _ ' W Rally for Life

Thurs, Feb 5: 10:30AM to 2:00PM - Prayer Rally @ Noon

Learn to lobby. Connect with pro-life voices. Pray.

Learn more:
lutheranfamilyservice.org/2026/01/iowa-prayer-rally
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Supporting the Ministry. Furthering the Mission. @

Your council has asked me to address another facet of the ministry and mission of Zion. Over the last
ten years, Zion has grown younger. We celebrate the numerous new families and individuals who have
joined the Zion family. These families and individuals add vibrancy and energy to our life together.

In the last ten years, we have also commended many of our older members to the Lord to rest in His
presence as they await the coming resurrection of the dead and the renewal of all things. We praise
God for the generosity of these older members. Their sacrificial giving is a major reason for Zion’s
financial stability.

It’s now time for our younger generations to pick up the mantle of generosity and move the mission
forward. It’s time for us to do for the next generation what the previous generation did for us. Acting
CFO, Drew Puck, shared that our budgetary needs for 2026 will require $41,670 per month. In 2025,
only three months met or exceeded that amount. That is the sober reality before us. But it’s also the
exciting potential ahead of us. There is ministry to do in our communities and beyond. There is mission
work to push forward. And you get to participate!

You have heard me commend tithing before (our first 10% to our local congregation). | know that seems
scary and unachievable for many of us. This is one of the reasons | would like to offer Financial Peace
University at Zion again (if you’d like to help facilitate it, please speak with me). This program teaches
attendees how to budget and how to prioritize the tithe to the local congregation. Until God raises up a
volunteer, | encourage you consider your present level of giving.

Are you giving? Some of our members give nothing. These members miss out on the opportunity to
bless present and future generations. For those who are giving, do you know what percentage you’re
giving? Instead of a dollar amount, consider giving a consistent percentage. If you’re not ready for the
tithe, aim for half of it. Give your first 5%.

Are you teaching your kids to give? If they earn income, they need to be encouraged to support the
ministry and further the mission through their giving. As | have said before, the children of Zion aren’t
the future of Zion. They are the present of Zion. As such, they have a responsibility and an opportunity
to give.

Have you considered setting up electronic giving? This allows you to give at a consistent, planned level
and stabilizes Zion’s monthly income. You can also designate your required minimum distribution from
your retirement accounts to Zion. This has the added benefit of having dollars that would have gone to
taxes go to your church.

If you have questions, you are most certainly welcome to visit with me, with acting CFO Drew Puck, or
with congregational chairman Jeff Hargens. Together we can keep Zion’s ministry strong and move the
mission forward.

Celebrating the ministry and mission with you!
- Pastor Conner



mik*&”

Celebrate Lifel )

Planning, Equipping, Doing

We exist and gather to celebrate, cherish, and protect life
through education and prayer, from conception until natural death.

Currently Studying:
A Chr/s.t/an E th/.c ploduced by
for Children’s Rights thembeforets.com
Sessions:

1. Children’s Natural Rights to Their Mother and Father

2. Biology Matters

3. Marriage Matters and Divorce Next Meeting:

4. Modern Families Thurs. Feb. 19 @06:30 @
5. Reproductive Technologies Manning Public Library
0. Surrogacy and Adoption w Take a picture
7. Questions & Answers to rememberl

Through this curriculum, we aim to create a community of like-
minded believers who understand the significance of placing
children’s needs before adult desires. The Them Before Us
curriculum is a powerful tool for changing minds and equipping
adults with the information and resources needed to defend the
least of these.

Contacts:
Pastor Dan Vogel: 712-309-1292, daniel.1951vogel@gmail.com
Pastor Jonathan Conner: connerjonathanidw@gmail.com
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Just a little reminder of who you are Too often | think we get distracted by the bus

messy dark worl d and i
By DCE Kathryn truths dono6t just appl

of us! Young and old! We are all children of Got
We are all his little lambs! And becausevef that

can rejoice always in the Lord, (Philippians 4:4) f
the joy of the Lord is our strength. (Nehemial

be called his childrent 8:10). We can be joyf
am a child of the one true King am!

Song lyric, AHel l o my name isé by Matthew V
We can forget that we
Over this past school year, | have had the pleasurgnough at times we may struggle with lonelines:
of doing chapel up at Unity Ridge in Denison. Ongspecially maybe around the holidays we can ar
of our districts Lutheran Schools. | abSOIUtE|y IOV§10u|d remind ourselves that we are connected

fBee what love th
father has lavishe
upon us that we sho

having the chance to lead songs and teachchr i st Jesus! That we
children and their teachers about the amazing lovghother. AgJesus) have loved you, so you must
of our @d. | also get the weekly pleasure of 31 so | ove one anot her

teaching our own preschool here at Zion musis houl d fencourage one
every week. | adore hearing their little voices shogther up. (1 Thes. 11la). We are connected ir
out praise to the King of Kings, read storiest€¢ hr i st é t hatoés who |
them to help them learn the lessons from the
songs, and see them egiw over the year.  And so, | wanted to take just a quick moment to
Getting to teach and lead children of God is one ﬂjst that. To encourage all us sons and daughte|
my greatest and most treasured joys! of our true identity in Christ Jesus! Because h
knows our name! |l sai a

But dear reader, bei nthavaredeBmed ybu; PHave €l yol ®yenari
an age limit. And sometimes | think us older onegou are me!

among the flock need reminded that we are also

still Godos |ittle | armbldvesud sboolhtrédibly rfuehSAnd@rfafbe &

love we need to share and remember this
This yearods theme Ver seBrualy B thé §reattshlbove ¥f allRThe Bv@ c
J o h n Segwhat kind iof love the Father has Christ Jesus! And to live out that love each day ¢

q

given to us, that we should be chiléren of his children steadfast in our identity in Chris
God; and so we are. The reasothevkyorld Jesus ! taitlerendnder gf whe you are..
does not know us is thaitd not know him. Ea ¢ h
week the students learn one more truthaboutwho a2 m redeemedé t hat 6s
they are in their identity in Christ Jesus, andthey am renewedét hat 6s wl
repeat | am a child off Qadé&tolhates ewhea hlatam
an amazing truth to seal on the heartsofeach am | ovedét hat s who
child of God each week. I am chosenéthatods wh
I am joyful éthatdés wh
I am connectedéthatods
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Zion Family & Friends Game Day FEB 8TH 5PM @ SCHNEIDER'S HO

Sunday, Feb. 22
3:00-5:00 pm - Pizza@5

Bring your favorite i ™% ;
games [l BRING YOUR FAVORITE GAME DAY SNACK TO

@il Pizza Provided by BOE SHARE. ENJOY FOOTBALL, GAMES & FOOD
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TrinitYedisUpbiUs

These glimpses into the past of our congregatio!
give us a memory of blessings. Blessings to b
able to have our own building to gather together

Here at Trinity Lutheran Church in Manilla, 1A, w&Orship. Blessings to be able to expand acros

give thanks to God for providing us with 140 yeaf§€ Street and to continue receiving the blessing

If we were to look back on our history, we wouldh€ history of this congregation tells of growth ar

recognize many interesting facts such as Ouprowdgnce. It shovys the I|\_/|ng and active Word

humble beginnings gathering in Aspinwall. Ougpd qllve and well in the faithful pe(_)ple who atter

move to Manilla purchasing lots 1 and 2 of blockis piece of heaven as they receive both Wor

30 in the town of Manilla for a parsonage an@nd Sacrament and become children of Goc

church. The churctswailt on lot 2 for a total of @midst thiellowship of believers.

$520 in 1893. To this day, the parsonage still sits ] ] )

on lot 1 of block 30 in the town of Manilla. The history of this congregation tells of sorrow
and loved ones lost. It tells of faithfulness to Go

In a note of our hi s tingheyidspolsadpgss It tlig,of gpeople fallin

church building of Trinity Lutheran Church wa8n their knees in prayer in the midst dihsief.

converted into a dwelling and still stands west ¢ Something that history has captured.

the present path $964) ag e Segdigsiness and neajing eveny despite som
rough patches.

Enjoy the pictures of the original church from 1893 , ]

and the current dwelling place that stands justNis 140 year is a blessing from God! Lord

west of the current parsonage (Above and togontinue to place your hand of blessing upon u:
right). Enliven our faith and strengthen us to share thi

joy with all the world starting right here in Manill
and beyond as we go at
Chr i st ibPastoCStaehs s O .
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 Trini 's | P
Lenten Series gl Trinity’s January

T

"God's Promises for..."

Feb. 25™ - Refuge
Mar. 4™ - Presence
March 1™ - Favor
March 18" - Forgiveness
March 25™ - Restoration

Wednesdays @6:30PM
Meal @5:30PM

] -

Y-

Mazie Jean Blankman was

th

"ﬂi" dt Baptized Jan. 10", 2026

~ Trinity is moving forward on stain glass

window proposals - (see image to the left)

A ZION & TRINITY CHURCHES DISCIPLING EVENT
FEB 4™ @ ZION
6 PM DINNER
6:30 TEACHING SESSION




Preschool Praises for January

January was a joyful and busy month as we settled back into our routi ©j

after Christmas break and jumped right into learning and growing togeth Zl ON

The children adjusted well to new table and rug spots and were excited

reconnect with friends and tesacher ‘ Manning, Towa
Chist. Centered... Child Focused.. Family Conﬂemnj

In the classroom, we explored-thiateed topics such as snow, snowflakes, snowmen, and Arctic
practiced important early learning skills througin laatidiies like counting, shape matching, sortin
cold, and letter recognifdiavorite story this monthllasMitterwhich we enjoyed retelling in many c
ways through play, discussion, and activities.

During chapel time, Pastor Conner shared several Bible stories with us, including the Epipha
Jesus and Jesus turning water into wine. We continued lealrésg stooigts in the classroom. We¢
talked about how God made eachimifjus, just like snowflakes.

This month, we began practicing new songs with Miss Kathryn. The children are eager to sh
learning and are especially excited to invite their grandparents to join us next month.

We ended the month by celebrating National Lutheran Schools Week. This special week provid
Lut heran preschool s, el ementary school s, a
among us in schools of The LutbbrtanB Mi s s o ur i Synod. This yea
(Psalm 98:4), reminded us to celebrate God with joyful hearts. Each day included its own the
dressup days that added extra excitement to our learning. Wetare frulygra f or t he o
amazing love with our students and their families each day.

Looking ahead, we are preparing to celebrate a very spec@adtiyestenef Zion Presahoal Sunday
February 8th during church service. The celebration will include photos on display, a short s
presentation of oun#@r annivengacertificate. We are thankful for the many years of blessings and
to celebrating together! i

Blessings,
Miss Amy & Miss Melanie




_%WZmN

qumnj, Towq
Chrisk Centered... Child Tocused.. Family Comeccing

Thank you for loving th
children and enabling Zior
share the love of Jesus
them and their families!




Celebrating Lutheran Schools!
ia Lutheran Schools Weeks was January 25-31
Lets

Mods_e Our Iécal Lutheran schools
< Joyfwl z
NOlee PSALM 98:4

202¢

fin

National Lutheran Schools Week provides more than 1,800 preschools, elementary
schools, and high schools with the opportunity to publicly proclaim and celebrate
God’s work among us in the schools of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. In
lowa District West, Zion Preschool is one of 35 preschools serving over 1,100
students and 8 elementary schools serving 860 students.

Zion Preschool is completing its 40" year this - \V/
. A \\/7 -
year! In gratitude for the generous hearts and @f 7~
hands who have served, whether in leadership .
roles or in support roles, Zion has set apart l ZI ON
Sunday, February 8" to celebrate and give thanks Lva”rcn_ PréIfﬂoo‘
to God for the love of Jesus shared with children e, ,“fa ;
and families in and through our preschool. M’ﬁ qeus

You can add to the celebration by taking a photo of yourself or your child who
attended Zion Preschool holding a sign stating the years attended. If both you and
your child attended Zion, take a photo together!

If you attended in 1993-1994 and your child attended in 2024-2025, you could take
a photo holding signs that read:

e “Attended Zion Lutheran Preschool 1993-1994”

e “Attended Zion Lutheran Preschool 2024-2025”

Then email your photo to zionmanningpreschool@gmail.com. If you have a brief
memory to share, you can do that in the email. Thanks!
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\
& What about... ?

A Midweek Lenten Series. Real Questions from Real Members.

Wednesday e 5:45 beginning February 18

* |s there a point where you are too far down the wrong path
to be able to return to God?

* Why is it so hard to remain happy, even when we have the
Lord's good news?

* Is there o putting down humans, like we do to dogs? If so, is that
murder?

* Why should we not live in fear with all the wars, school shooting, and
other violent events happening today?

* Why do they say, “Money can’t buy happiness” if it can buy things that make

you happy?
* How do | stop holding grudges?

—
—

HYMNS OF THE SEFISO

\J
o T

Evening Prayer Service + a hymn (30 Mins.)
Season: Epiphany '
Tuesday, February 10 A

@ 6:30 p.m. @ Zion \]ﬂu[ZION

Sing and celebrate a historic service and a hymn of the season!
An informal, family devotion setting. All invited!
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D‘@the faith ’

What's one thing you learned in
this Discipling Event?

The realistic ideas/suggestions: Word
before World - what | am inviting into my
life first thing in the morning

How to make my life worth of the Gospel.

It takes very little time in my day to
create good Christian habits.

We need to gather together to worship.

Christ's church is the thing around
which everything else must move.

Search for the wisdom of the Lord as if
it's a hidden treasure.

Before getting on TV or Phone, read the
Bible for 3 to 5 minutes.

We don’t own our body.

The importance of gathering for worship!

You should not let the TV or your phone
be the first thing you look at, but you
should read your Bible instead.

Build your life around the thing that has
the promise: Be intentional about going
to church and worshiping God.

DISCIPLING EVENT

What's your one thing?

What's one thing that was meaningful
to you from this Discipling Event?

Hearing the things that are realistic to do with
busy lives/small kids when we're always on the
go - the impact that | can have on my kids’ faith.

To be responsible with my money.

We can do this!

Take small steps.

The encouragement that you don’t have to do it
all; you just have to do something.

Doing the faith is do-able.

We don’t want dusty Bibles

It's okay to be realistic rather than lofty. The best
way to get ourselves and our families into the
Word (and the Word into our families) is to
choose something doable, doable to start with.

You should not just say you‘re a Christian and
not do anything. You should practice the faith
and do good things that God says to do.

Kids aren’t the future of the church; they are the
present of the church.

People are more important than things.

Give a firm handshake. No limp fish!
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SERVING THE LORD IN

The LCMS Eurasia Region

NEWS FROM THE FERRY FAMILY Epiphany 2026

Settled in Romania

The Ferrys are now officially residents of Romania!
We have been busy establishing ourselves in this place during the
past few months. We arrived safely in early November, moved into
our home on the north side of Brasov, started work and school, and
began language lessons. We celebrated Christmas and Epiphany
with the community and the local church here and have been getting
to know our colleagues and neighbors.
The whole family worked together with the other LCMS families to
begin preparing the Brasov Lutheran Outreach Center for initial use:
painting; ripping out old, moldy carpet; cleaning; and equipping the
space with chairs and tables.
The weather turned cold and snowy right around Christmas, so the
THE FERRY FAMILY kids have been experiencing what is effectively their first winter
ever. We are receiving our Lord’s Means of Grace in the local
ngjscggr:g: K:s"gdsaet'g%setghignal congregation here which was planted by the LCMS and is conducted
Director for LCMS Eurasia. in Romanian each week. What a joy to meet new friends hearing the
The family has served with LCMS Gospel purely preached, and to see them responding to the voice of

International Mission for over 12 their Good Shepherd Jesus.

years: first in Asia and now in We received our official residence permits earlier this month, so we
Bragov, Romania. are thankful for the Lord’s providence in giving us a stable and safe
Charles and Cheryl are the place to live. We are busy making plans with our LCMS colleagues
parents of seven living children, for FORO gatherings, further church planting, and events to engage
three of whom were born in Asia with our Romanian neighbors. More to come as the year goes on!

during missionary service.
= Caleb (married to Katrina)
= Caitlin (16)

Left: Who says
mission work

X has to be
- Carissa (13) glamorous or
= Cassandra (11) boring? Cassie
and Caithin turn

R a painting day
= Charlotte (7) into a party at
. Cavlee (4 the Brasov

w. ; ( ) : Lutheran
Before Ilvmg in Taiwan for seven Outreach

years (2018-2025), the Ferry

5 K < Center, getting
Family was based in Indonesia.

1t ready to host
events.
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SERVING THE LORD IN

The LCMS Eurasia Region

NEWS FROM THE FERRY FAMILY

Epiphany 2026

Left: The Ferry girls stare out the
kitchen window at the first significant
snowfall they 've ever seen. They
would spend much of the day out in 1t,
playing, experimenting, and throwing
snowballs at each other.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

- Our church partners %Lﬁl The F“TY
throughout Europe as they anuly expenences
strive to be faithful in . : the Christmas
challenging circumstances. _p_~ \ ? . market in Brasov,

; i much like a

- Wisdom as we engage in Taiwanese night

planning mission outreach ilii St

throughout the region.
COLDER!

GIVE THANKS FOR:

« Residence permits being
completed for the adults and ) )
older three children, allowing Right: The Ferry girls
us to stay in Romania rehearse at home for their

Faithful Lutherans all over S o e
- L , P - . .
the LCMS who continue the Christmas Eve service

walking with us in this next at the 1°Ca_1 Romanian
chapter of our partnership congregation.

PRAISE GOD FOR:

- His holy Word which does
not return void, but
accomplishes His work in His
good time

Even as our family grows and
changes, we are so grateful for your
enduring parmership with us in this
work

Thank you for your ftrust, care,
prayers and continued support

MMlsgi’b"ﬁ“ — The Ferry Family

EURASIA
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